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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Hate Crime 
Paul Blomfield [48916] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
steps the Government has taken to reduce hate crime since the EU referendum. 

Sarah Newton: We have been working closely with the police at national and 
regional levels to monitor hate crime since the EU Referendum and to ensure that 
local forces have the necessary assistance and guidance to respond. 
Police forces are responding robustly to recent incidents, and victims can be 
reassured that their concerns about hate crime will be taken seriously by the 
police and courts. 
On 26 July we published a comprehensive new cross-Government Hate Crime 
Action plan to drive forward action against hate crime. This includes education 
programmes to prevent hate incidents and measures to improve the police 
response and recording of hate crime. It also includes £2.4million for security at 
places of worship which are vulnerable to hate crime and £300,000 funding for 
community groups to tackle hate crime at local level. 
Ministers and officials have also met Ambassadors and High Commissioners from 
all EU states and offered reassurance and a single point of contact for them to 
raise concerns over hate crime on behalf of their citizens. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-17/48916/  
 

The Hate Crime Action Plan referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/543679/Ac
tion_Against_Hate_-_UK_Government_s_Plan_to_Tackle_Hate_Crime_2016.pdf  
 

Organs: Donors 
Nigel Evans [49808] To ask the Secretary of State for Health, whether his Department 
has plans for an opt-out system for organ donation across the UK. 

Nicola Blackwood: There are currently no plans for an opt-out system for organ 
donation in England. Since 2008 donation in the United Kingdom has increased 
by 68% and transplants by 47%, by increasing the number of specialist nurses 
and strengthening the donation infrastructure. 2015/16 saw the highest ever 
deceased donor rate in the UK with 1,364 deceased donors resulting in 3,529 
transplants. 
We  continue  to  support  work  to  further I ncrease  donation  and transplantation  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-17/48916/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-17/48916/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/543679/Action_Against_Hate_-_UK_Government_s_Plan_to_Tackle_Hate_Crime_2016.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/543679/Action_Against_Hate_-_UK_Government_s_Plan_to_Tackle_Hate_Crime_2016.pdf
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rates, particularly promoting collaborative working amongst organisations and 
raising awareness of donation in the Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic 
communities to become donors. 
NHS Blood and Transplant launched a new UK–wide organ donation and 
transplantation strategy in July 2013. Taking Organ Transplantation to 
2020 identifies the action being taken to increase organ donation and 
transplantation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-21/49808/  
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Hate Crime 
Lord Beecham [HL2091] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they will implement 
the recommendation made by the Committee on Elimination of Racial Discrimination to 
collect systemically disaggregated data on hate crimes. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: There is no current intention to disaggregate 
hate crime data on the grounds of race, but we will keep that under review. Since 
2010, we have improved police recording of hate crime. Forces now capture data 
on all five of the monitored hate crime strands, and from April this year, forces 
have started to disaggregate hate crime data on the grounds of religion. 
We have noted the findings of the Council of Europe’s European Commission on 
Racism and Intolerance following an inspection of the United Kingdom earlier this 
year. The Government’s full response to the report can be found as an annex to 
the publication. 
We are clear that there is no excuse for hate crime against anyone of any 
nationality, ethnicity or religious background - it has no place whatsoever in our 
diverse society. This commitment is underpinned by some of the strongest 
legislation in the world. 
We welcome that the Commission has recognised the strength of our new hate 
crime action plan which will help reduce hate crime, increase reporting and 
improve support for victims. The hate crime action plan contains specific 
measures to increase the rate of prosecution and ensure that enhanced 
sentencing powers are used where appropriate. 
These measures include refreshed Crown Prosecution Service policy and legal 
guidance for prosecutors on racially and religiously aggravated crime and on 
prosecuting social media cases, and publicising convictions and information on 
enhanced sentencing outcomes. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2091/  
 

Hate Crime 
Lord Beecham [HL2094] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their response to the 
report by the Council of Europe about the incidence of hate crime in the UK, the apparent 
failure to prosecute such crimes, and the lack of data on the use of extended sentencing 
powers. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: Since 2010, we have improved police recording 
of hate crime. Forces now capture data on all five of the monitored hate crime 
strands, and from April this year, forces have started to disaggregate hate crime 
data on the grounds of religion. 
We have noted the findings of the Council of Europe’s European Commission on 
Racism and Intolerance following an inspection of the United Kingdom earlier this 
year. The Government’s full response to the report can be found as an annex to 
the publication. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-21/49808/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-21/49808/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2091/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2091/
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We are clear that there is no excuse for hate crime against anyone of any 
nationality, ethnicity or religious background - it has no place whatsoever in our 
diverse society. This commitment is underpinned by some of the strongest 
legislation in the world. 
We welcome that the Commission has recognised the strength of our new hate 
crime action plan which will help reduce hate crime, increase reporting and 
improve support for victims. The hate crime action plan contains specific 
measures to increase the rate of prosecution and ensure that enhanced 
sentencing powers are used where appropriate. 
These measures include refreshed Crown Prosecution Service policy and legal 
guidance for prosecutors on racially and religiously aggravated crime and on 
prosecuting social media cases, and publicising convictions and information on 
enhanced sentencing outcomes. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2094/  
 
 

Home Affairs Committee Hate crime and its violent consequences 
inquiry 

Written evidence submitted by Dimensions UK 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/hom
e-affairs-committee/hate-crime-and-its-violent-consequences/written/41610.pdf  
 
 

Welsh Government 

Funding to help young people & teachers Show Racism the Red Card 
The Welsh Government has announced £16,000 of funding to support the work of a 
leading education charity which uses sport to tackle racism. … Minister for Social 
Services and Public Health, Rebecca Evans, said: “I believe in the power of sport to 
change people’s lives, teaching us key values and improving our wellbeing. … Through 
sport, Show Racism the Red Card will be able to connect with young people across 
Wales, promoting important anti-racism messages and tackling homophobic bullying.”  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://gov.wales/newsroom/health-and-social-services/2016/161025funding/?lang=en  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Middle East: Conflict, Stability and Security Fund 
Richard Burden [49492] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what the budget is for projects in (a) Israel and (b) the Palestinian territories within 
the Conflict, Security and Stability Fund (i) in 2016-17 and (ii) as projected for 2017-18. 

Tobias Ellwood: (i) The total allocation for 2016-17 for both Israel and the OPTs is 
£7m. It is not separated into individual, distinct budgets as some of our projects and 
implementing partners deliver simultaneously in both (a) and (b). 
(ii) We do not yet have a projected budget for 2017-18 so cannot provide this 
information. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2094/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2094/
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/home-affairs-committee/hate-crime-and-its-violent-consequences/written/41610.pdf
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/home-affairs-committee/hate-crime-and-its-violent-consequences/written/41610.pdf
http://gov.wales/newsroom/health-and-social-services/2016/161025funding/?lang=en
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-19/49492/  
 

Middle East: Conflict, Stability and Security Fund 
Richard Burden [49493] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, which projects in Israel and the Palestinian territories were supported from the 
Conflict, Security and Stability Fund in 2016-17; and what the level of funding and support 
was for each such project. 

Tobias Ellwood: The following projects are funded from the Conflict, Security and 
Stability Fund (CSSF) during the current financial year (2016/17). These are 
projected spend figures and so are subject to change. 
- Small training team as part of the United States Security Coordinator to provide 
institutional development and professionalisation of the Palestinian Authority 
Security Forces. £2.23m. 
- Technical assistance to the Palestinian Ministry of Interior (MOI) to improve its 
capability to provide oversight and management of the security services. £1.8m. 
- Support to EU Coordinating Office for Palestinian Police Support. £0.067m. 
- Empowerment of young Israeli leaders to strengthen support for peace in their 
communities. £0.3m. 
- UK-Israel Informal Security Dialogue. £0.025m. 
- Legal Aid and Settlement Monitoring in the West Bank. £1.5m. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-19/49493/  
 

Occupied Territories: Housing 
Matthew Pennycook [48624] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, with reference to the press statement issued by the Minister for the 
Middle East and Africa on 5 October 2016, entitled Minister for the Middle East statement 
on plans to construct a new settlement in the West Bank, what discussions he has had 
with the government of Israel on preventing illegal settlement activity in the Palestinian 
Occupied Territories. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Foreign Secretary, my Rt. Hon. Friend the Member for 
Uxbridge and South Ruislip (Mr Johnson), raised our concerns over new 
settlements with the Israeli Prime Minister when he met him in Jerusalem on 30 
September. On 7 September, during a meeting with Israeli Defence Minister 
Lieberman in London, I also raised our concerns about settlements. Our Embassy 
in Tel Aviv also regularly raises our concerns with the Israeli authorities on the 
continued expansion of settlements in the West Bank. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-13/48624/  
 

Occupied Territories: Housing 
Matthew Pennycook [48625] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on 
demolitions that took place on 9 October 2016 in the community of Khan al-Ahmar in the 
Palestinian Occupied Territories. 

Tobias Ellwood: While we have not had any discussions with the Israeli authorities 
on this specific issue, on 7 September, during a meeting with Israeli Defence 
Minister Lieberman in London, I raised our concerns about demolitions. The UK's 
positions on demolitions in the Occupied Palestinian Territories is clear: such 
demolitions cause unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians; are harmful to 
the peace process; and are, in all but the most exceptional of cases, contrary to 
international law. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-13/48625/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-19/49492/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-19/49492/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-19/49493/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-19/49493/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-13/48624/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-13/48624/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-13/48625/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-13/48625/
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Palestinian Authority 
Joan Ryan [48706] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
what assessment has he made of the ability of the Palestinian Authority to ensure that the 
human rights of all citizens are respected. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Palestinian Authority (PA) has made important progress on 
state-building, including the promotion and protection of human rights in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs). Our Consul General in Jerusalem 
regularly engages with the PA and emphasises the importance of respecting human 
rights, particularly in regard to law and security. We encourage the PA to reflect 
their human rights obligations in domestic law and ensure they are fully adhered to. 
We are, however, concerned about the inability of the PA to access certain areas of 
the OPTs where Palestinians are subject to human rights violations, including 
through settler violence and the death penalty. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-14/48706/  
 

Palestinian Authority 
Joan Ryan [48707] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
what recent discussions his Department has had with the Palestinian Authority on tackling 
incitement to violence. 

Tobias Ellwood: We regularly urge the Palestinian leadership to do more to 
condemn violence. Most recently in October 2016, our Deputy Consul General in 
Jerusalem pressed the Palestinian Authority (PA) on the importance of their swift 
condemnation of violent attacks. The Consul General in Jerusalem also met with 
PA Prime Minister Hamdallah in March, and raised our concerns on incitement. We 
continue to support the reinstatement of the Tripartite Committee on Incitement as 
the appropriate channel to deal with allegations of incitement from either side. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-14/48707/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Joan Ryan [48742] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
what recent steps he has taken to promote negotiations on the two-state solution between 
Israel and Palestine. 

Tobias Ellwood: The UK Government believes a negotiated two-state solution is in 
the firm interests of both Israel and the Palestinians. We are working through 
international organisations, including the UN and EU, to encourage both sides to 
take steps that rebuild trust - crucial for negotiations to succeed. Arab states also 
have a key role in the peace process and we are discussing with them ways we can 
move the situation forward. And we are in contact with the French about their 
initiative, launched in January, aimed at securing progress in the situation. 
But whilst we are doing all we can, ultimately peace will only come through 
negotiations between the parties. It is critical that Israel and the Palestinians take 
advantage of any momentum gathered through international efforts. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-14/48742/  
 

Palestinians: Equality 
Joan Ryan [48760] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
what steps his Department is taking to work with the Palestinian Authority to promote 
gender equality in the Palestinian territories. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office works closely with other 
government departments, including the Department for International Development 
(DFID), and with the Palestinian Authority to enhance gender equality in the 
Occupied  Palestinian  Territories.   DFID   has  supported   interventions  to   tackle  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-14/48706/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-14/48706/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-14/48707/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-14/48707/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-14/48742/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-14/48742/
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violence against women and girls by working with the Palestinian security and 
justice sectors. Under the UK’s Conflict, Stability and Security Fund (CSSF) 
programme, we attach great importance to gender sensitivity in project design and 
implementation. Our Consulate General in Jerusalem host events to celebrate the 
achievements of Palestinian women, including during last year’s International Day 
of Women. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-14/48760/  
 

Palestinian Authority 
Joan Ryan [48772] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
what steps his Department is taking to promote good governance in the Palestinian 
Authority. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) works closely with 
other government departments to promote good governance in the Palestinian 
Authority (PA). In particular, the Department for International Development has 
helped improve the capacity and accountability of the PA including through 
technical assistance. The FCO also funds projects to improve accountability and to 
strengthen the role of civil society organisations, and the UK’s Conflict, Stability and 
Security Fund (CSSF) supports greater civilian oversight of the Palestinian 
Authority’s Security Forces. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-14/48772/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

West Bank: Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL2216] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding harassment and violence by Israeli 
settlers in the West Bank towards Palestinians living there; and whether they intend to put 
pressure on the government of Israel to take responsibility for the settlers’ actions. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Government condemns all acts of violence by 
extremist settlers. Settler violence is an abhorrent phenomenon which must be 
tackled firmly. We condemn such acts and urge the Israeli authorities to investigate 
thoroughly every instance of violence by settlers and to bring those responsible to 
justice. We have most recently raised our concerns over this issue on 10 October 
and stressed the importance of Israeli security forces providing appropriate 
protection to the Palestinian civilian population. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-11/HL2216/  
 

Gaza: Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL2217] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they intend to 
take following the interception of the Zaytouna-Oliva in international waters by Israel and 
its rerouting to the port of Ashdod. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have no plans to take any action over this 
issue. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office advise against all travel to Gaza 
including the waters off Gaza. We also advise British Nationals against participating 
in flotillas or overland convoys to Gaza because of the risks involved. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-11/HL2217/  
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-14/48760/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-14/48760/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-14/48772/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-14/48772/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-11/HL2216/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-11/HL2216/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-11/HL2217/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-11/HL2217/
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Palestinians: Economic Situation 
Baroness Tonge [HL2218] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of Palestine’s economic prospects over the next five years. 

Baroness anelay of St Johns: The Palestinian economy continues to face a 
number of challenges, including the restrictions imposed by the occupation. The 
International Money Fund estimates that in the medium term growth is likely to be in 
the region of 2-3 per cent. If restrictions of the occupation were lifted, it is estimated 
that growth could be in the region of 7-9 per cent. We continue to support economic 
growth in the Occupied Palestinian Territories through the Palestinian Market 
Development Programme which assists companies to develop new products and 
enter new markets. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-11/HL2218/ 
 

Palestinians: Visas 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Baroness Tonge [HL2219] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they intend to carry 
out a review of the system of granting visas to Palestinians coming to the UK on exchange 
schemes; and if so, when. 
Baroness Tonge [HL2220] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they are planning 
to revise the visa system for Palestinians living in East Jerusalem and Ramallah which 
prevents them from applying for a visa at a Visa Application Centre other than the one 
closest to where they live. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: There are no plans to change the visa system for 
Palestinians living in East Jerusalem or Ramallah. 
As set out in the Immigration Rules, applications for a visit visa or EEA family permit 
can be made in any visa application centre, British diplomatic mission or consular 
post overseas where entry clearance applications are accepted. Applications for 
other types of entry clearance should be made in the applicant’s country of 
residence. Where there is no post in the country of residence, applications should 
be made to the designated application post. 
There are three Visa Application Centres in the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
designated by the Secretary of State to accept visas applications. These are the 
Visa Application Centre at the American Colony Hotel in Jerusalem, the British 
Information and Services Office in Gaza City, and the British Council office in 
Ramallah. Applicants choose the location for their appointment to submit their 
application at the end of the online application process. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-11/HL2219/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-11/HL2220/  
 

West Bank: Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL2221] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they intend to 
take in response to plans by the government of Israel to establish a new settlement deep 
in the West Bank. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have raised our concerns over this issue with 
the Israeli authorities. The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my Hon. Friend the Member for Bournemouth East (Mr 
Ellwood), issued a statement on 5 October condemning the announcement by 
Israel of plans to construct a new settlement near Shilo. The increased pace of 
settlement advancement, including moves to approve retroactively unauthorised 
settlement units and outposts, fundamentally calls into question Israel's 
commitment to the two state solution. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-11/HL2218/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-11/HL2218/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-11/HL2219/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-11/HL2219/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-11/HL2220/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-11/HL2220/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-11/HL2221/  
 

Israel: Golan Heights 
Baroness Tonge [HL2352] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have 
had with the government of Israel concerning (1) the status of, and (2) the distribution of 
water resources from, the Golan Heights. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The UK regularly raises the issue of water in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories with the Israeli authorities, including stressing the 
urgent need for Israel to take immediate and practical measures to ensure fair 
distribution of water in the West Bank and Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-17/HL2352/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL2354] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have 
had with the government of Israel concerning the repatriation of Palestinian refugees 
fleeing Syria. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not had any discussions with the 
Israeli authorities on this specific issue, we continue to be clear with both sides that 
there must be a just, fair and agreed settlement for refugees as part of a negotiated 
two-state solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-17/HL2354/  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-02058 Ross Greer: Detention of Palestinian Children – That the Parliament 
expresses concern at the reported arrests of three 14-year-old boys at the Aida Refugee 
Camp in Bethlehem on the morning of 6 October 2016; understands with alarm that the 
boys were taken from their homes by Israeli forces without any charges; notes that one of 
them, Mutaz Baraqaa, visited West Dunbartonshire as part of a group on a 
cultural exchange in July 2016; understands that the boys were released on 9 October but 
notes that there are reports of both an increase in the arrests of innocent Palestinian 
youths and attacks on refugee camps by Israeli forces in recent months, and calls on the 
Israeli government to cease this campaign. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&Ref
erenceNumbers=S5M-02058 
 
 

United Nations 

Israeli Occupation of Palestinian Lands, Syrian Golan Forcing People into 
Poverty, Impeding Sustainable Development, Speakers Say in Second Committee 
Israel’s continued occupation of the State of Palestine and the Syrian Golan was throwing 
people into poverty and severely impeding sustainable development …  
The State of Palestine’s delegate stressed that 70,000 Palestinians were now refugees 
after 50 years of Israeli occupation, which had divided their territories into three 
regions.  Adding that Israel controlled more than 61 per cent of the West Bank, driving 
Palestinians from their land and hindering economic activity, he urged the international 
community to stop Israeli settlements and boycott their products. … 
Syria’s delegate said Israeli authorities were imposing discriminatory laws in occupied 
Syrian Golan … giving financial enticements to people who settled in the  Golan for at least  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-11/HL2221/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-11/HL2221/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-17/HL2352/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-17/HL2352/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-17/HL2354/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-17/HL2354/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-02058
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-02058
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five years, denying Syrians there from the benefits of agriculture … dumping waste in the 
Golan, charging Syrians more for water than Israelis and using their land to build electricity 
plants … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/gaef3461.doc.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
** Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 
 

Scottish Parliament: Legislative Consent Motion approved 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10580&i=97363&c=1940
545#ScotParlOR  

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
** Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2016-2017/0063/17063-RL.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 5 days 
Proposals for the Provision of Strategic Support to the Voluntary and Community Sector 
[including faith-based organisations] in Northern Ireland 2017-2021 (closing date 2 
November 2016) 
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-
support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland 
 
Police Scotland Equalities Outcomes Review (closing date 9 November 2016) 
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/decision-making/public-consultation/equalities-outcomes-
review 
 
Transformation of power in the Middle East and implications for UK policy  
(closing date 18 November 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-committees/International-Relations-
Committee/Call%20for%20Evidence%20-%20Middle%20East.pdf  
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/gaef3461.doc.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10580&i=97363&c=1940545#ScotParlOR
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10580&i=97363&c=1940545#ScotParlOR
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2016-2017/0063/17063-RL.pdf
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/decision-making/public-consultation/equalities-outcomes-review
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/decision-making/public-consultation/equalities-outcomes-review
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-committees/International-Relations-Committee/Call%20for%20Evidence%20-%20Middle%20East.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-committees/International-Relations-Committee/Call%20for%20Evidence%20-%20Middle%20East.pdf
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Schools that Work for Everyone (closing date 12 December 2016) 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/consult_view  
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
 
Draft Referendum Bill (closing date 11 January 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00507743.pdf 

TOP 
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