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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
Oliver Dowden: Many constituents have contacted me to express concern about anti-
Semitism. I am sure that every Member of this House can agree that we should show 
zero tolerance of anti-Semitism, but does the Prime Minister also agree that we must 
ensure that all parties do not allow a situation to arise in which it appears that an 
environment is created where anti-Semitism is tolerated? 

The Prime Minister: Yes, I absolutely agree with my hon. Friend that this House 
should send a very clear message that we will not tolerate anti-Semitism. I have 
been concerned about the rise in the number of incidents of anti-Semitism in this 
country. We should very clearly ensure that those incidents of anti-Semitism are 
properly investigated and dealt with, and that we give the clear message that we 
will not tolerate it. But that does have to be done by every single political party in 
this Chamber, and I say to the Leader of the Opposition that given the report of 
the Home Affairs Committee about anti-Semitism and the approach to anti-
Semitism in the Labour party, he needs to think very carefully about the 
environment that has been created in the Labour party in relation to anti-
Semitism. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-10-19/debates/CA6E149C-75F6-4944-
8540-5B070D1C11FF/Engagements#contribution-0B2AB2DB-63AD-4918-803E-
0CFA06630AC5  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Ruth Smeeth (568) 80th anniversary of the Battle of Cable Street – hat this House 
welcomes the commemoration of the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Cable Street both 
inside and outside the Jewish community in October 2016; recognises the continuing 
importance of the battle to the UK's national history; and reaffirms its commitment to the 
fight against racism, fascism and antisemitism. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2016-17/568  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Israel: Politics and Government 
Lord Hylton [HL2117] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they are 
making to the government of Israel concerning reports about recent arrests by Israeli 
police of members of the Balad Party and failures to disclose the nature of the charges 
made against several of those arrested. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not made any representations to 
the Israeli authorities on this issue, we understand that the members of the Balad 
Party were detained as part of an investigation into fraud in connection with 
illegally obtained funds used to finance party activities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2117/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

"These children hold no responsibility for the events that have led to their life in a 
warzone": Statement by Ambassador Matthew Rycroft at the UN Security Council 
Open Debate on the situation in the Middle East 
… Israel has pushed forward plans for over 1,500 settlement units and continues to 
demolish Palestinian structures. This runs in direct opposition to Quartet 
recommendations to cease the policy of systematic settlement expansion and to remove 
blocks on Palestinian development. 
This year … we have seen 958 structures levelled. But they’re not just structures. They 
are homes. They are shops. They are schools. This is all part of an Israeli policy that has 
left 1,000 people displaced, including 690 children. That’s 690 members of a generation 
that currently seem destined to inherit a situation no closer to peace than their parents. 
… I fear we have not seen the end of this disturbing trend. …  The United Kingdom, once 
again, urges Israel to cease its systematic policy of settlement expansion, demolition of 
Palestinian structures, and limits on Palestinian development. … 
Second, we are extremely worried … about the dire situation in Gaza. It is here where 
the ramifications of 50 years of strain are most visible. … Far from drinking quality, 90 
percent of the water is not even fit for agricultural use. … Unemployment rates are 
among the highest in the world. And we are on the brink of an even more disturbing 
crisis: a possible return to war. … 
But my third point is that this is not inevitable. …  
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/these-children-hold-no-responsibility-for-the-
events-that-have-led-to-their-life-in-a-warzone  
 
 

United Nations 

In turbulent Middle East, UN envoy warns against ‘sleep-walking into another 
violent conflict’ 
As the absence of progress towards a two-state solution has led to growing anger and 
frustration among Palestinians and profound disillusionment among Israelis, the top 
United Nations Middle East envoy warned today: “We must all avoid the risk of sleep-
walking into another violent conflict at a time when the region as a whole needs 
moderate forces” to stand up to rising radicalization. 
“Allow me to also be abundantly  clear to those who  build tunnels,  fire rockets,  smuggle  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2117/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2117/
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/these-children-hold-no-responsibility-for-the-events-that-have-led-to-their-life-in-a-warzone
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military materiel, profit from the black market or seek to create confrontation: their actions 
are dangerous and irresponsible,” the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace 
Process, Nickolay Mladenov, told the Council … 
Expressing concern at recent violence in East Jerusalem and the ensuing “glorification” 
of the attack by Hamas and other groups, the Special Coordinator further noted that a 
long-term solution to the issues in the region could only be reached through negotiations, 
not violence. … 
Mr. Mladenov also reiterated the position of the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon that 
settlements are illegal under international law and undermine the two-state solution. 
The Special Coordinator also expressed concern at postponement of local council 
elections in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip … 
He further added that the militant threat … should not serve as “an excuse” for Israel to 
indiscriminately harm civilians in Gaza. “In addition to the continuing severely restrictive 
closures, I am concerned by persistent incursions and the almost daily firing and shelling 
by Israeli forces into Gaza along the fence and at sea,” … 
For his part, UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Stephen O’Brien highlighted that 
humanitarian needs continue to be high and that nearly every resident in the occupied 
Palestinian territory is recognized as being affected by the protection crisis. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=55340#.WAjYQJN96nY 
 
Despite Other Middle East Crises, Intensifying Israeli-Palestinians Conflict Must 
Not Be Ignored, Delegates Tell Security Council during Day-long Debate 
… Riyad Mansour, Permanent Observer for the State of Palestine, stressed that the 
settlements issue was not a “one-sided Palestinian issue”, adding that the illegality of 
such activities and the threats posed to the two-State solution were matters of 
international law and not Palestinian opinion.  The Israel that bullied and boasted that 
peace would not come through resolutions was the same Israel that was actually created 
by a United Nations resolution. … 
… Danny Danon (Israel), stressing that his country was a proud and thriving democracy, 
stated that it was time for the United Nations to answer for “the slander and the 
defamation of the Jewish state by so many in these halls”.  Calling on the Security 
Council to put an end to funding for extremist organizations that sought to harm Israel, he 
added that “the Committee on the Exercise of Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian 
People” had disgraced itself with anti-Israel activity. … 
Francois Delattre (France) said that the so-called status quo in the Middle East actually 
represented backsliding away from a two-State solution. There was a collective 
responsibility to save that solution and to prevent a situation in which neither Palestinian 
rights nor Israeli security would be ensured.  He condemned Israeli settlement activity as 
well as the firing of rockets from Gaza. … 
David Pressman (United States) said that Hamas was a terrorist organization which 
opposed efforts for a peaceful solution and denied Israel’s right to exist.  Israel must 
decide between expanding settlements and preserving the possibility for a two-State 
solution. … 
Matthew Rycroft (United Kingdom), acknowledging the trends that were eroding the 
viability of the two-State solution, said that Israel’s push for more settlements while 
demolishing Palestinian structures ran directly opposite to Quartet recommendations.  … 
Also of great concern was the dire situation in Gaza, which was on the brink of a possible 
return to war. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12558.doc.htm  
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Lebanon 
Catherine West [48483] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what assessment she has made of the humanitarian situation in Lebanon. 

Rory Stewart: Lebanon hosts proportionally more refugees than any other 
country. 1.03 million Syrian refugees are officially registered with the United 
Nations Refugee Agency in Lebanon with up to 500,000 more unregistered, 
according to the joint Government of Lebanon-UN Lebanon Crisis Response Plan. 
In addition, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) estimates that 
between 260,000 and 280,000 of the 450,000 registered Palestinian refugees 
from Lebanon continue to depend on UNRWA’s work and that approximately 
30,000 Palestinian refugees from Syria now live in Lebanon. 
The humanitarian situation in Lebanon is deteriorating. Preliminary results of the 
United Nation’s 2016 vulnerability assessment survey show that 70.5% Syrian 
refugees live below the poverty line and 93% are food insecure. In 2015, debt 
levels were high at an average of $857 per household and across the country 
Syrian refugees reside in substandard accommodation with poor access to basic 
services. A 2015 survey by UNRWA and the American University of Beirut found 
that 90% of Palestinian refugees from Syria, and 65% of Palestinian refugees who 
lived in Lebanon before the Syrian war, lived below the poverty line. 
Since 2012, the Department for International Development has allocated £340 
million in humanitarian and development funding in Lebanon to support Syrian 
refugees, Palestinian refugees and vulnerable Lebanese. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-12/48483/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Baroness Anelay opens conference on freedom of religion and belief 
… Our attitudes are formed in the school playground. That is why, if children do not learn 
to respect differences in others, they may start to believe that it is acceptable to treat 
them differently. What starts with childish name-calling in school can lead, later in life, to 
outright intolerance, where people are excluded from some jobs or discriminated against 
under the law.  If young people learn to treat people of other religions as outsiders, it can 
also mean that they easy prey for the hateful messages propagated by extremist 
organizations, such as Daesh. … 
… if we tolerate a culture where people think that their fellow citizens are inferior because 
of their religion or belief, then we create fertile ground in which extremist ideologies can 
take root. … 
If we value others, regardless of what - if any - religion they follow, and if we teach our 
children to do the same, we also give them the tools to reject intolerance. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/baroness-anelay-opens-conference-on-
freedom-of-religion-and-belief  
 
Freedom of Religion or Belief Toolkit How the FCO can help promote and protect 
this human right 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/561516/Fr
eedom_of_Religion_or_Belief_Toolkit_-_2016.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_MembersBills/20160628_FINAL_CONSULTATION_Word_-
_version_for_publication.pdf 
 
Proposals for the Provision of Strategic Support to the Voluntary and Community Sector 
[including faith-based organisations] in Northern Ireland 2017-2021 (closing date 2 
November 2016) 
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-
support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland 
 
Police Scotland Equalities Outcomes Review (closing date 9 November 2016) 
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/decision-making/public-consultation/equalities-outcomes-
review 
 
Transformation of power in the Middle East and implications for UK policy  
(closing date 18 November 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-committees/International-Relations-
Committee/Call%20for%20Evidence%20-%20Middle%20East.pdf  
 
Schools that Work for Everyone (closing date 12 December 2016) 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/consult_view  
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
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Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
 
** Draft Referendum Bill (Scotland) (closing date 11 January 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00507743.pdf 
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