
 1 

 

7 October 2016 
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

 

Contents 

Home Affairs 

Israel 

Relevant Legislation 

Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-01834 Neil Findlay: No Pasaran - Battle of Cable Street – That the Parliament 
celebrates the 80th anniversary of the victory of the Battle of Cable Street where over a 
quarter of a million local people, trade unionists and other anti-fascist activists defeated 
and prevented Oswald Moseley’s Blackshirt fascists from marching through London’s 
east end; suggests that the Battle of Cable Street, to this day, still symbolises the 
importance of standing up to racism and racists; considers that the actions of those brave 
people standing up to fascists at the Battle of Cable Street stand in the best traditions of 
the Labour and trade union movement, which has often been the first to stand up to 
racism and fascism, and calls on today’s activists to stand true to those traditions and 
always be on their guard and stand against the simplistic, dangerous voices of present 
day racism and fascism and ensure that, as the activists at Cable Street did, they shall 
not pass. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-01834  
 
 

Scottish Government 

Happy Rosh Hashanah 
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon sent warm wishes to Scotland’s Jewish community as they 
celebrated Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish new year. 
She said: “On behalf of the Scottish Government, I am delighted to send my warmest 
greetings to Jewish people across the world as they begin to celebrate Rosh Hashanah. 
“The Scottish Government deeply values the positive contribution made by Scotland’s 
Jewish communities to our society, and the important role they play in supporting 
community cohesion as part of our modern and diverse country. 
“At this time of reflection, I hope the forthcoming year will bring joy and happiness to all.” 
https://firstminister.gov.scot/happy-rosh-hashanah/ 
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Israel 

European Union 

Statement by the Spokesperson on Israel's continuing settlement expansion in the 
West Bank 
The Israeli authorities have recently approved plans to construct 98 new housing units in 
what is effectively a new settlement in the northern West Bank, near the existing 
settlement of Shiloh. This decision continues the accelerating trend of new settlement 
announcements since the start of 2016 and risks further separating Ramallah from 
Nablus and thus further undermining the contiguity of a future Palestinian state. 
The retroactive authorisation of nearby illegal outposts or redrawing of local settlement 
boundaries contradicts previous public statements by the Government of Israel that it had 
no intention of creating new settlements. The decision to continue settlement building 
and expansion goes directly against the recommendations of the Quartet Report, 
weakens rather than strengthens the prospects for a two-state solution to the Middle East 
peace process, and makes the possibility of a viable Palestinian state more remote. 
Settlements are illegal under international law. Continued settlement expansion also calls 
into question Israel's commitment towards reaching a negotiated agreement with the 
Palestinians. 
http://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/11386/statement-by-the-
spokesperson-on-israels-continuing-settlement-expansion-in-the-west-bank_en  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
** Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
 

Welsh Assembly Constitutional and Legislative Affairs Committee Report on the UK 
Government’s Wales Bill 
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/cr-ld10771/cr-ld10771-e.pdf  
 

Welsh Assembly Legal and Research Briefing: The Wales Bill: Reserved Matters and their 
effect on the Assembly’s legislative competence 
http://www.assembly.wales/research%20documents/16-051/16-051-web-english.pdf  
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

The role and purpose of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (closing 
date 19 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/Inquiries/CallForEvidenceCOPFS.pdf  
 
Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_MembersBills/20160628_FINAL_CONSULTATION_Word_-
_version_for_publication.pdf 
 
Proposals for the Provision of Strategic Support to the Voluntary and Community Sector 
[including faith-based organisations] in Northern Ireland 2017-2021 (closing date 2 
November 2016) 
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-
support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland 
 
Police Scotland Equalities Outcomes Review (closing date 9 November 2016) 
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/decision-making/public-consultation/equalities-outcomes-
review 
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