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Home Affairs 

Downing Street 

Rosh Hashanah 2016: Theresa May's message 
Prime Minister Theresa May said: 
It gives me great pleasure to wish the Jewish community in Britain and around the world 
a very happy and peaceful New Year. 
This is a special time, when Jewish families join together in celebration and prayer. It is 
also a time of remembrance and renewal. 
We remember the tremendous contribution made by Britain’s Jewish community to this 
country, from those who have served in our armed forces to those leading in fields such 
as business, science and the arts. You have given so much over the years, while at the 
same time maintaining a sense of identity, religion and culture. 
And in the spirit of renewal we think of the opportunities ahead not only for ourselves, but 
for our country: opportunities to forge a bold and positive new role for Britain in the world, 
to build a better, fairer society, and to bring people closer together. 
I have seen for myself the inspirational work carried out by many Jewish charities and 
organisations in Britain: helping and supporting others and reaching out to people of 
different backgrounds and faiths. 
I want to ensure that Britain is a place where all our communities can flourish, and that 
means stamping out sickening and shameful hatred, including anti-Semitism the like of 
which I never thought we would see again. 
I am clear that such hatred has absolutely no place in our society. So,as the Jewish New 
Year begins, I want to renew my unshakeable vow to stand by our Jewish community 
now and for the years to come. And as Prime Minister, and working in partnership with 
you, I will do everything in my power to protect your community, and indeed all 
communities in Britain. 
I am also proud to support the new National Holocaust Memorial which will be built at the 
heart of our democracy, next to Parliament, along with an associated learning centre. We 
owe it to everyone who endured the horrors of the Holocaust to remind future 
generations of the depths into which humanity can sink, so it is never repeated again. 
So once again I want to wish the Jewish community all the very best this Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/rosh-hashanah-2016-theresa-mays-message  
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/uk-holocaust-memorial-foundation
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/rosh-hashanah-2016-theresa-mays-message
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Rosh Hashanah message from the Foreign Secretary 
The Foreign Secretary said: As the Jewish High Holidays approach, I send my warmest 
wishes to all Jewish communities in the UK and around the world as they pause to reflect 
on the past year and to celebrate and make plans for the new year. 
At this time I want to provide assurances that we stand with you, in particular in the fight 
against antisemitism. There will never be a place for it in our society and we must work 
together to defeat it. 
The High Holidays hold a particular significance for Israel, a close friend of the UK. We 
will continue to work closely with them in the pursuit of peace in the region. 
I wish you all a happy and peaceful holiday period and a sweet new year. Shana Tova 
and Chatima Tova. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/rosh-hashanah-message-from-the-foreign-secretary  
 

 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-01814 Ross Greer: 80th Anniversary of the Battle of Cable Street – That the 
Parliament notes that 4 October 2016 marks the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Cable 
Street, at which the Oswald Mosley-led British Union of Fascists was prevented from 
marching through an area in the east end of London that had a large Jewish community 
by a combined force of trade unionist, socialist, Jewish, Irish and other groups, but 
believes however that, although fascism in the 20th century was confronted and 
defeated, recent events across the UK and the rest of Europe prove once again that 
everyone has a duty to stand up to xenophobia, intolerance and hatred. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-01814 
 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Written Answers 

Racial Equality Strategy 
Michaela Boyle [AQW 2838/16-21] To ask the First Minister and deputy First Minister for 
an update on the Racial Equality Strategy. 

The Racial Equality Strategy 2015-2025 was published last December with an 
ambitious but achievable programme of proposed actions. One such action is the 
establishment of the Racial Equality Subgroup. This Subgroup is intended to 
function as a strong voice within government on issues specifically affecting 
minority ethnic people, migrants and race relations and we attended the inaugural 
meeting of the Subgroup on 14 September. 
Other key actions include the establishment of Departmental Racial Equality 
Champions and an associated shared learning forum. This will facilitate a 
cohesive approach to establishing appropriate ethnic monitoring. These 
Champions have been identified and will liaise directly with the Subgroup. 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=271752  
 

Refugee crisis and racial tensions 
Kellie Armstrong [AQW 2967/16-21] To ask the First Minister and deputy First Minister 
hat discussions they have had with counterparts in England, Scotland and Wales on the 
increase in the number of refugees and racial tensions. 

We are pleased to be playing our part in assisting with the humanitarian crisis in 
Syria by participating in the Vulnerable Persons Relocation (VPR) scheme. The 
initial reception and settlement of the refugees who have come to live among us 
has gone well and we have been heartened by the positive reaction to their arrival  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/rosh-hashanah-message-from-the-foreign-secretary
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-01814
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-01814
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=271752
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and that they have been made to feel welcome. 
The impact of the refugee crisis was considered last year in the 25th summit 
meeting of the British Irish Council. During this meeting we discussed the efforts 
across the eight BIC Member Administrations and internationally to help refugees, 
and the value of joint working and cooperation on the domestic resettlement of 
refugees. 
Our officials hold monthly discussions with colleagues from the Home Office in 
London, and the Scottish and Welsh Governments in relation to the 
Vulnerable Persons Relocation scheme. They are also in frequent bilateral 
contacts, including with officials in Dublin. These discussions provide a valuable 
opportunity to share best practice and raise any common issues or areas of 
concern. 
We are pleased that recent statistics from the PSNI have shown a reduction in 
both racist incidents and racist crime. While there have been a few isolated 
incidents, the majority of people have been very welcoming of refugees. However, 
there is no room for complacency. 
The Racial Equality Strategy contains the commitment that we will work with the 
Department of Justice to develop our approach to tackling race hate crime and we 
are working to progress the implementation of this Strategy. It is our view that 
there is absolutely no place for racism or intolerance of any kind in our society. 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=271943  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Golan Heights 
Baroness Tonge [HL1804] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they intend to 
take following the demolition of a home in Majdal Shams in the occupied Syrian Golan by 
the Israeli authorities on 7 September. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Government is concerned that there has 
been a large increase in demolitions since the start of 2016, compared with the 
monthly average in 2015. 
On 7 September, during a meeting with Israeli Defence Minister Lieberman in 
London, the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my Hon. Friend the Member for Bournemouth East (Mr 
Ellwood) raised our concerns about demolitions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-12/HL1804/ 
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL1805] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
are making to the government of Israel regarding (1) night raids of Palestinian refugee 
camps in Area A of the West Bank, (2) the number of injuries to the youth in that camp as 
a result of those raids, and (3) reports that the Israeli commander responsible for the 
Dheisheh area threatened to disable the Palestinian youth living there. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not made specific representations to the 
Israeli authorities over these issues. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-12/HL1805/  
 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=271943
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-12/HL1804/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-12/HL1804/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-12/HL1805/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-12/HL1805/
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Israel: Construction 
Baroness Tonge [HL1807] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding the data collected by the Coalition 
Against Construction Accidents, about the rates at which Palestinians, Israeli Arabs or 
foreign nationals have died on Israeli construction sites in the past five years. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised this issue with the Israeli 
authorities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-12/HL1807/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL1808] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
plan to make to the government of Israel concerning reports that on 29 August Israeli 
forces at Salaymeh checkpoint in Hebron fired tear gas at school-children attempting to 
make their way home. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not made specific representations 
on this issue, we have repeatedly raised our concerns with the Israeli authorities 
about the Israel Defence Forces' use of force. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-12/HL1808/  
 

Overseas Investment: Palestinians 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Lord Empey [HL1954] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what encouragement they 
have given to UK investment in the Palestinian territories currently governed by the State 
of Israel. 
Lord Empey [HL1956] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of companies investing in projects located in the Palestinian territories currently 
governed by the State of Israel. 

Lord Price: The Government’s Palestinian Market Development Programme 
(PMDP) works with Palestinian companies to improve their competitiveness and 
ability to attract investment and create jobs. PMDP also supports the Palestinian 
Investment Promotion Agency (PIPA) to deliver better services to potential 
investors including UK investors. PIPA offers a package of incentives to investors. 
PMDP provides technical assistance to support the Palestinian Ministry of 
National Economy to improve the environment for trade and investment, and is 
working on an initiative to encourage UK businesses to outsource business in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories, especially in the IT outsourcing sector. 
No specific assessment has been made of companies investing in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories (OPTs), or those parts of the West Bank, known as ‘Area 
C’, under full Israeli security and administrative control. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-15/HL1954/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-15/HL1956/  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Lord Empey [HL1955] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what financial or other 
assistance they are making available to the Palestinian territories currently governed by 
the State of Israel. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: DFID provided £72 million in financial year 
2015/16 in support of Palestinian development to help build Palestinian 
institutions, deliver basic services and promote economic development. 
As the Secretary of  State has recently taken up her new role,  she is conducting a  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-12/HL1807/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-12/HL1807/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-12/HL1808/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-12/HL1808/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-15/HL1954/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-15/HL1954/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-15/HL1956/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-15/HL1956/
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full examination of our work in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) to 
ensure UK taxpayers’ money is spent in the right places and in the right way. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-15/HL1955/ 
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Minister for the Middle East statement on plans to construct a new settlement in 
the West Bank 
Foreign Office Minister, Tobias Ellwood, said: We condemn the recent announcement of 
plans to construct a new settlement near Shilo. This is the latest example of a series of 
worrying new settlement announcements in recent months. 
Settlements are illegal under international law. As underlined in the July report of the 
Middle East Quartet, settlement activity undermines trust and makes a two state solution 
much harder to achieve. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-plans-to-
construct-a-new-settlement-in-the-west-bank  
 
 

European Parliament 

Minute’s silence for Shimon Peres, Ban Ki-moon in Parliament Tuesday 
President Schulz opened the session by calling a minute’s silence for the late Israeli 
statesman Shimon Peres, whom he praised as a tireless advocate of peace and as a 
friend of Europe. … 
Mr Peres had a vision of a Middle East in which Israel could live together with the 
Palestinians and its Arab neighbours free from violence. He infused this vision into the 
Oslo peace accord of 1993 and in 1994 received the Nobel Peace Prize, along with 
Yitzhak Rabin and Yasser Arafat, for this milestone in the Middle East peace process, 
noted Mr Schulz. 
Mr Peres had several times addressed the European Parliament, inspiring it with his 
charisma, ideas and a simple message: never give up fighting for peace, he added, 
conveying Parliament’s sympathy to Mr Peres’ family, friends and loved ones, and also to 
the Israeli people. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160930IPR44533/opening-
minute%E2%80%99s-silence-for-shimon-peres-ban-ki-moon-in-parliament-tuesday  
 
 

United Nations 

Situation in Occupied Territories Moving ‘From Bad to Worse’, Permanent 
Observer Tells Palestinian Rights Committee, Decrying Settlements, Home 
Demolitions 
Among other critical activities during the General Assembly’s seventy-first session, the 
State of Palestine would pursue efforts to enhance its status at the United Nations and 
demand that the international community end illegal settlement-building activities, its 
Permanent Observer told the Palestinian Rights Committee … 
“The situation on the ground is moving from bad to worse,” he told the Committee, known 
formally as the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian 
People. … 
Recalling that the Security Council had been briefed on the matter last month, Mr. 
Mansour said the  briefing  had  resulted in an  unexpected open  meeting,  during  which  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-15/HL1955/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-15/HL1955/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-plans-to-construct-a-new-settlement-in-the-west-bank
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-plans-to-construct-a-new-settlement-in-the-west-bank
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160930IPR44533/opening-minute%E2%80%99s-silence-for-shimon-peres-ban-ki-moon-in-parliament-tuesday
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160930IPR44533/opening-minute%E2%80%99s-silence-for-shimon-peres-ban-ki-moon-in-parliament-tuesday
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many speakers had emphasized the serious danger posed by continuing settlement 
construction.  In response, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel had publicly 
attacked members of the Council, referring to their demands for an end to the 
settlements as a form of ethnic cleansing. 
Decrying that “abusive” language, he went on to describe the recent intensified 
demolition of homes in East Jerusalem, especially in Area C, as well as the extreme 
hardship endured by Palestinians living under siege in the Gaza Strip. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/gapal1376.doc.htm  
 
In ‘national interest’ for all Palestinians that elections be held in both West Bank 
and Gaza – UN envoy 
Welcoming today’s decision to postpone Palestinian municipal elections, the United 
Nations senior official coordinating efforts towards the peaceful resolution of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict called on all Palestinians to work together to resolve differences. 
“It is in the national interest of the Palestinian people that when such elections take place, 
they be organized both in the West Bank and Gaza,” said Nickolay Mladenov, the UN 
Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process in a statement issued by his 
office today. 
Earlier in August, the UN Deputy Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process 
had said that he was encouraged by the preparations for the polls across the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza – the first such concurrent elections in a decade. 
The elections were scheduled to take place on 8 October. 
“Local elections, conducted in line with established international standards, must 
contribute to advancing Palestinian reconciliation based on PLO [Palestine Liberation 
Organization] principles as well as to ending the occupation and establishing a 
democratic, unified Palestinian state as part of a negotiated two-state solution,” noted Mr. 
Mladenov in the statement. 
He also called on all Palestinians to work together in good faith to overcome internal 
divisions and uphold democracy. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=55203  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) 

Anti-racism experts highlight increasing hate speech and racist violence in the UK 
… ECRI welcomed, among other things, the entry into force of the Equality Act 2010 and 
the generally strong legislation against racism and racial discrimination … 
At the same time, the commission noted considerable intolerant political discourse in the 
UK, particularly focusing on immigration. It said that hate speech continues to be a 
serious problem in tabloid newspapers, and that online hate speech targeting Muslims in 
particular has soared since 2013. 
ECRI also noted a particularly high number of violent racist incidents in 2013, including a 
sharp rise in anti-Muslim violence, as well as record levels of anti-Semitic incidents the 
following year. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Library/PressReleases/GBR-PR-V-2016-226-
EN.asp  
 
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/gapal1376.doc.htm
http://www.unsco.org/Documents/Statements/SC/2016/Statement%20by%20UN%20Special%20Coordinator%20Mladenov%20-%204%20October%202016.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54749
https://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=55203
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Library/PressReleases/GBR-PR-V-2016-226-EN.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Library/PressReleases/GBR-PR-V-2016-226-EN.asp
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ECRI Report on the United Kingdom 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/United_Kingdom/GBR-CbC-
V-2016-038-ENG.pdf  
 
 

Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe 

Newly-appointed OSCE/ODIHR panel of experts on freedom of religion or belief 
meets in Warsaw 
The newly-appointed Panel of Experts of the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and 
Human Rights (ODIHR) on Freedom of Religion or Belief met for the first time … to 
discuss the challenges and opportunities for advancing the right to freedom of religion or 
belief for all in the OSCE region. 
The composition of the Panel reflects the diversity of the OSCE region, with members 
serving in their personal capacities as experts, and not representing any state, 
organization, religion or belief. … 
“The expertise provided by the Panel, its diverse composition and broad experience of its 
members are invaluable to the work ODIHR does in helping OSCE participating States 
meet their commitments in the area of freedom of religion or belief,” said Kishan 
Manocha, ODIHR’s Senior Adviser on Freedom of Religion or Belief. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/271901  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
** Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 
 

Scottish Parliament European and External Relations Committee Report 
http://www.parliament.scot/Reports/EUS052016R02.pdf  

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/United_Kingdom/GBR-CbC-V-2016-038-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/United_Kingdom/GBR-CbC-V-2016-038-ENG.pdf
http://www.osce.org/odihr/271901
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html
http://www.parliament.scot/Reports/EUS052016R02.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

The role and purpose of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (closing 
date 19 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/Inquiries/CallForEvidenceCOPFS.pdf  
 
Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_MembersBills/20160628_FINAL_CONSULTATION_Word_-
_version_for_publication.pdf 
 
Proposals for the Provision of Strategic Support to the Voluntary and Community Sector 
[including faith-based organisations] in Northern Ireland 2017-2021 (closing date 2 
November 2016) 
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-
support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland 
 
Police Scotland Equalities Outcomes Review (closing date 9 November 2016) 
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/decision-making/public-consultation/equalities-outcomes-
review 
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