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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Business 

Hezbollah 
Matthew Offord: The European Union, including the United Kingdom, recognises a 
difference between the military and political wings of Hezbollah, but such a distinction 
does not appear to be recognised by the organisation itself. Therefore, in the light of the 
confusion about the legality of demonstrators displaying Hezbollah flags on the streets of 
London last Sunday, may we have a statement on the legality of displaying them and any 
flag associated with a proscribed terrorist organisation? 

Chris Grayling: I agree with my hon. Friend that if an organisation is proscribed in 
the UK, it should not be allowed to publicise itself in the UK, whether through 
flags, placards or anything else. I will ensure that the Home Secretary is aware of 
the concerns he raises. If an organisation is illegal in the UK, it should not 
manifest itself in the UK. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-07-
07/debates/16070728000001/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16070728000053  
 

Xenophobia 
Ben Howlett: On Tuesday evening, a Bath mum, Kerry Parkinson, was travelling home 
and was hit in the face after confronting a passenger who told their son to “Shut up, or 
we will send you to Istanbul with the other Muslims to join Isis”. I am sure that whole 
House will join me in condemning such disgusting racist views and in congratulating 
Kerry on standing up against hate. Will my right hon. Friend speak to the Home 
Secretary to see what more can be done to tackle xenophobia in our society and look at 
staging further debates in the House? 

Chris Grayling: That instance is absolutely shocking. We send all our good 
wishes to my hon. Friend’s constituent for what she has done. Let us be 
absolutely clear: the Muslim community plays a valuable role in our communities 
up and down the country. The Muslim community is full of people who have made 
a real difference to our society, and we should support them. The fact that there 
are a small number of people in the Islamic world who pursue an ideology of hate 
that we all stand up against should not in any way tarnish the good, hard-working 
decent Muslims of this country. We should abhor, tackle and prosecute insults 
and attacks against them. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-07-
07/debates/16070728000001/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16070728000077 
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-07-07/debates/16070728000001/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16070728000053
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-07-07/debates/16070728000001/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16070728000053
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-07-07/debates/16070728000001/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16070728000077
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-07-07/debates/16070728000001/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16070728000077
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Prosecution of race hate crimes 
Vernon Coaker: Is it possible for the Leader of the House to organise an urgent debate, 
in Government time, on prosecution policy? Over the past few weeks, we have seen a 
disgraceful rise in the number of race hate crime incidents, as we heard from the hon. 
Member for Bath (Ben Howlett). It is quite right that we all abhor that, but do we not need 
to take a stand as a society and prosecute people who take part in such behaviour? It is 
not enough to be angry and to say that we abhor it; these people need to be brought 
before the courts and prosecuted, and that will help to stop it. 

Chris Grayling: I wholly agree with the hon. Gentleman. One of the most 
extraordinary things is that British Asians, who have had nothing whatever to do 
with the debates in recent weeks, should be singled out in this way. That is a sign 
of a streak of opinion in our society. I believe that we are as tolerant a society as 
any in the world, but we none the less have a core of people whose beliefs are 
disgraceful and whose actions are disgraceful, and when they act in the way that 
we have seen in recent weeks, there is absolutely no excuse for our police and 
our prosecuting authorities not to put them in court where they belong. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-07-
07/debates/16070728000001/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16070728000105  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Hate Crime: Greater London 
Catherine West [41330] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how 
many instances of (a) religious and (b) hate crime were reported to the police in London 
in each of the last five years. 

Karen Bradley: The Home Office has collected information from police forces in 
England and Wales on the number of hate crimes recorded by the police since 
2011/12. Data for religious hate crime and total crime measured across the five 
monitored strands (religion, race, sexual orientation, disability and transgender) 
are given in the attached table. 
Data for 2015/16 are due to be published in October 2016. 
As stated by the Office for National Statistics, action taken by police forces to 
improve their compliance with the National Crime Recording Standard has led to 
improved recording of crime over recent years, especially for violence against the 
person offences. Together with a greater awareness of hate crime, and improved 
willingness of victims to come forward, this is likely to be a factor in the increase in 
hate crimes recorded by the police shown in the table. 
This Government is committed to tackling hate crime. The UK has one of the 
strongest legislative frameworks in the world to tackle hate crime. We are working 
across Government with police, (including National Community Tensions Team), 
the Crown Prosecution Service and community partners to send out a clear 
message that hate crime will not be tolerated and we will vigorously pursue and 
prosecute those who commit these crimes. 
Hate crimes recorded (spreadsheet) 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-27/41330/  
 

Religion: Education 
Nic Dakin [41691] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what the process is for 
(a) ensuring that religious education is taught to all pupils in all schools and (b) reporting 
schools that are not teaching religious education. 

Nick Gibb: Religious education (RE) is compulsory in all state-funded schools, 
including  academies  and  free  schools.  As  part  of  Ofsted  school  inspections,  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-07-07/debates/16070728000001/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16070728000105
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-07-07/debates/16070728000001/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16070728000105
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/528919/original/Table%20-%2041330.xls
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-27/41330/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-27/41330/
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inspectors consider whether schools are providing a broad and balanced 
curriculum, which meets pupils’ needs and statutory requirements. If it becomes 
evident during the course of an inspection that a school is not teaching RE, this 
should be reflected in the school’s inspection report. Faith schools are required to 
arrange a separate inspection of denominational religious education and collective 
worship, leading to published reports. 
Every school must have a complaint procedure. If an individual is concerned that a 
school is not teaching religious education, they should follow the schools’ 
complaint procedure in the first instance. If the complaint is not resolved, then the 
issue can be escalated to the Department’s School Complaints Unit for 
maintained schools, or the Education Funding Agency for academies, free 
schools, university technical colleges or studio schools. Information about 
complaint procedures for schools can be found at www.gov.uk/complain-about-
school  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-04/41691/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

Also see “House of Commons Business” in the “Home Affairs” section above for a 
question relating to the display of Hezbollah flags during a recent demonstration in 
London. 
 

House of Commons Business 

Higher Education 
Lillian Greenwood: … Our universities are deeply worried about the impact of Brexit on 
their future academic competitiveness … Will the right hon. Gentleman ensure that the 
Business Secretary makes an urgent statement on how he intends to protect our higher 
education sector in the negotiations on Britain’s withdrawal from the EU? 

Chris Grayling: … particularly in science where these issues have been raised, 
the European science network, which is a partnership of academic institutions 
across Europe, includes countries such as Israel that are not part of the European 
Union in any way, shape or form. There is no reason why our universities cannot 
continue to play the part they do today in joint international research projects. … 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-07-
07/debates/16070728000001/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16070728000079 
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Palestinian Authority: Corruption 
Nigel Dodds [41570] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with his counterparts in (a) the USA and (b) 
the EU on corruption in the Palestinian authority. 

Tobias Ellwood: We have not had any discussions with US or EU counterparts 
on this issue. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-30/41570/  
 

 
 

http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-04/41691/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-04/41691/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-07-07/debates/16070728000001/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16070728000079
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-07-07/debates/16070728000001/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16070728000079
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-30/41570/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-30/41570/
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Israel: Torture 
Richard Burden [41620] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what steps he is taking to work with Israel to support the formulation of the 
criminal offence of torture in that country. 

Tobias Ellwood: The UK is firmly committed to the promotion and protection of 
human rights in Israel and in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, as well as 
compliance with international humanitarian law. We regularly discuss 
implementation of those obligations with the Israeli authorities. We have 
confirmed with the Israeli authorities that Israel is in the process of incorporating 
the crime of torture into national legislation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-01/41620/  
 

Mohammad Faisal Abu Sakha 
Richard Burden [41621] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what steps the British embassy in Tel-Aviv is taking to monitor the case of 
Palestinian circus performer  

Tobias Ellwood: While we have not made representations regarding Mr Abu 
Sakha’s case, our officials in our Embassy in Tel Aviv monitor Israel's use of 
administrative detention and raise our concerns associated with its use with the 
Israeli authorities at regular intervals. These concerns were raised with the Israeli 
authorities most recently on 27 June. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-01/41621/  
 

Israel: Detainees 
Richard Burden [41622] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, if he will make representations to his Israeli counterpart on ending the practice of 
administrative detention in that country. 

Tobias Ellwood: Our Embassy in Tel Aviv regularly raises concerns about 
detention, including Israel's extensive use of administrative detention. These 
concerns were raised with the Israeli authorities most recently on 27 June. 
Administrative detention should, according to international law, be used only when 
security makes it absolutely necessary rather than as routine practice, and as a 
preventative rather than a punitive measure. We will continue to call on the Israeli 
authorities to comply with their obligations under international law, and either 
charge or release detainees. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-01/41622/  
 

Israel: Torture 
Richard Burden [41623] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, with reference to paragraph 19 of the concluding observations on the fifth period 
report of Israel by the UN Committee against Torture, published in May 2015, what steps 
he is taking to encourage the Israeli government to adopt the recommendations of that 
committee relating to documentation of suspect interrogations. 

Tobias Ellwood: Our Embassy in Tel Aviv regularly raises our concerns about 
detention of Palestinians. These concerns were raised with the Israeli authorities 
most recently on 27 June. We continue to push for the implementation of 
measures such as the mandatory use of audio-visual recording of interrogations. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-01/41623/  
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
http://tinyurl.com/hw83nam 
  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-01/41620/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-01/41620/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-01/41621/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-01/41621/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-01/41622/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-01/41622/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-01/41623/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-01/41623/
http://tinyurl.com/hw83nam
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Israel: Palestinians 
Kevin Brennan [41741] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, whether UK Ministers plan to participate in discussions initiated by the French 
government on the Middle East peace process. 

Tobias Ellwood: I attended the French ministerial meeting on 3 June in Paris, 
where a joint communiqué was agreed. We remain in close contact with the 
French government about their plans for follow-up work and will make decisions 
about possible UK participation as further detail emerges. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-04/41741/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Palestinians: Water Supply 
Baroness Tonge [HL799] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what recent assessment 
has been made of the access to clean drinking water and adequate water supplies for 
the Palestinian people in the Occupied Territories. 

Baroness Verma: Water and sanitation facilities in Gaza are declining. Demand 
for water exceeds supply by nearly four times and 96% of extracted water 
currently fails WHO safety standards. 40% of Gaza’s population receive just 5-8 
hours of water every 3 days. In the West Bank the Joint Water Committee has not 
met for a number of years, which continues to stall agreement of water projects. In 
the West Bank, there are reports of reduced water supplies in large parts of the 
West Bank during Ramadan. 
UK officials are in regular dialogue with Israel, the Palestinian Authority (PA), the 
UN, World Bank, EU and other development actors on energy and water issues in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories. We continue to press both parties to 
reconvene the Joint Water Committee to facilitate approval of projects that will 
improve Palestinian access to water. Through the UN Food and Agriculture 
Organization, DFID has invested up to £1.24m to help vulnerable rural farmers in 
Area C and improve irrigation efficiency by rehabilitation of water systems. The 
UK supports partners such as the UN Works and Relief Agency, who provide 
basic services and repair water infrastructure in Gaza. Through the Climate Action 
for Middle East and North Africa programme, DFID has provided €600,000 to 
develop project preparation documents for the Gaza Desalination Plant. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-27/HL799/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
The Marquess of Lothian [HL820] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment 
they have made of reports that the Israeli water supplier, Mekorot, reduced water supply 
to the West Bank during Ramadan. 

Baroness Verma: The UK regularly raises the issue of water in the OPTs with the 
Israeli authorities, most recently on 27 June. We continue to stress the urgent 
need for Israel to take immediate and practical measures to improve the current 
situation and ensure fair distribution of water in the West Bank and Gaza. We 
encourage both parties to find a swift resolution to this issue and to reconvene the 
Joint Water Committee to facilitate approval of projects that will improve 
Palestinian access to water. We see continuity of supply to the West Bank as 
essential for both the basic needs of Palestinians and for stability and security 
more widely. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-27/HL820/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-04/41741/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-04/41741/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-27/HL799/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-27/HL799/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-27/HL820/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-27/HL820/
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UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

New UN Special Rapporteur on Palestine launches first official mission 
United Nations Special Rapporteur Michael Lynk … [said] “I am very much looking 
forward to meeting with the many representatives of civil society, government officials 
and UN officers to learn more about recent developments in the human rights situation in 
the occupied Palestinian territory,” he said. “Their work is invaluable, and it will shape my 
understanding of what is happening on the ground.” 
During his six-day mission, the Special Rapporteur will discuss the human rights situation 
across the Occupied Palestinian Territory with a focus on gathering evidence and 
information that will inform his first report. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20247&LangID=E 
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
** Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2016-
2017/0005/amend/wales_rm_cwh_0707.1-7.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Sharia Councils (closing date 20 July 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/160623-new-inquiry-sharia-councils/  
 
 

Draft Strategic Police Priorities for Scotland (closing date 16 August 2016) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/police-division/strategic-police-
priorities/user_uploads/430839_consultation_p2--2-.pdf 
 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20247&LangID=E
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2016-2017/0005/amend/wales_rm_cwh_0707.1-7.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2016-2017/0005/amend/wales_rm_cwh_0707.1-7.html
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/160623-new-inquiry-sharia-councils/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/160623-new-inquiry-sharia-councils/
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/police-division/strategic-police-priorities/user_uploads/430839_consultation_p2--2-.pdf
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/police-division/strategic-police-priorities/user_uploads/430839_consultation_p2--2-.pdf
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Independent review into the application of sharia law (closing date 19 August) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sharia-law-review-issues-calls-for-evidence 
 
Hate crime and its violent consequences (closing date 1 September 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/news-parliament-2015/160704-new-inquiry-hate-crime/  
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 

TOP 
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