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Home Affairs 

Welsh Assembly Statement 

Deemed Consent for Organ Donation—the First Six Months 
14.47  Cabinet Secretary for Health, Well-being, and Sport, Vaughan Gething: … I 
am extremely proud that Wales now leads the way as the first nation in the UK to move 
to a soft opt-out system of consent. I fully expect that the new system will create a step 
change in consent for organ donation in Wales and early indications are that that is the 
case. … 
As of 28 May 2016, just over 167,000 people in Wales, or roughly 5 per cent of the 
population, are registered on the NHS organ donor register to opt out. That’s far less 
than was anticipated in June last year, when a survey showed that 14 per cent of Welsh 
residents would opt out. … But, in addition, there are now over 1.1 million people in 
Wales, over 35 per cent of the population, who are now positively registered to opt in to 
organ donation. … 
Although an increase in awareness levels is a measure of success, the real indication 
that that our legislation has delivered the required outcome will be … more patients and 
families benefiting from transplantation. Results for the first six months of the new 
legislation being in place, from 1 December last year to 31 May this year, showed 18 
cases where consent was deemed in Wales. Ten of those proceeded to donation, but 
there were 42 consenting additional donors in total for that period. For the same period in 
2014-15, there were 38 consenting donors, and 31 in 2013-14. 
If we look solely at the 18 cases where we can identify that consent was deemed, 10 
patients proceeded to donate. From those donors, 37 organs were donated and 32 went 
on to transplantation. … A formal evaluation of the impact of the new law has been 
commissioned and will be published next year. … 

 

15.03  We’re already planning to ensure that people who are approaching their 
eighteenth birthday have what’s been called—I’m not sure if this is the right 
terminology—‘a rising 18s letter’. So, people who are approaching their eighteenth 
birthdays receive formal communication that tells them, reminds them, about the new 
system and what their choices are …  

 

15.06  Caroline Jones: … A lot of objections to organ donation are on religious grounds. 
Is the Welsh Government working with religious groups to help educate people about the 
beliefs of becoming an organ donor? …  

  

15.09  Vaughan Gething:  …   we  employed  a  specialist  consultancy  …  which   have  
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experience of dealing with a range of different communities, and they’ve actually brought 
together people of different faith backgrounds to understand the concerns they had and 
how they’ve been able to get over those. … 

 

15.17  Mohammad Asghar: … An independent report by the organ donation taskforce 
found that people of Asian and Afro-Caribbean origin make up 23 per cent of the kidney 
waiting list, but only 3 per cent of those donors come from these communities. Studies 
also show that cultural issues are important influencing factors when making a decision 
about organ donation. A recent study in Birmingham found that 60 per cent of Muslims 
said that organ donation is against their faith. I can assure you, Minister, that that is not 
the case. Engaging and educating our Muslim communities in Wales with relevant 
Muslim organisations is the answer. … 

 

15.19  Vaughan Gething: … we do have a real challenge and some of it is cultural, 
you’re right. I also know that this isn’t religious; there’s no religious bar to being a donor. 
But there is the challenge of some of the cultural norms that have built up and how we 
get around those. … 
To read the full question and answer session see 
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3608&assembly=5&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#410198  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Israel: Human Rights 
Tom Brake [39714] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, if he will hold discussions with his EU counterparts on the compatibility of recent 
sentencing decisions by the Israeli judiciary with the human rights standards set in the 
EU-Israeli Association Agreement. 

Tobias Ellwood: We have no plans to hold such discussions. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-07/39714/  
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Department for International Development: Training 
Fiona Bruce [39678] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, if she 
will take steps to ensure that staff in her Department receive religious literacy training. 

Desmond Swayne: In implementing DFID’s ‘Faith Partnership Principles Paper’, 
DFID has produced material for staff on the role played by faiths in the local, 
national and global cultural contexts, arranged for faith literacy training and 
facilitated staff to attend the Foreign and Commonwealth Office faith literacy 
training courses. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-07/39678/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
** Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
 

Second Reading, House of Commons 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-06-14/debates/16061434000001/WalesBill  
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Death certification reforms (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  
 
Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf 
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 
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