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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Meat: Labelling 
Note that the heading to this written answer was changed shortly after having been 
posted on the UK Parliament website. The original heading was "Meat: Ritual Slaughter”. 
Michelle Donelan [39092] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs, what assessment she has made of the extent to which kosher products are 
sold without being labelled as such in (a) supermarkets and (b) restaurants and cafes. 

George Eustice: There is no obligation to label products as being kosher. 
However, when foods are labelled or presented as such, the information given 
must not mislead the average consumer. It is the responsibility of food 
businesses, including retailers and caterers, to ensure that the food they sell is 
what they say it is. 
The definition of kosher and certification as kosher is a matter for the Jewish 
community and private business. 
Accreditation bodies can assist retailers by setting standards and ensuring that 
these standards are met. These bodies are private organisations. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-03/39092/  
 

Meat: Labelling 
Note that the heading to this written answer was changed shortly after having been 
posted on the UK Parliament website. The original heading was "Meat: Ritual Slaughter”. 
Michelle Donelan [39090] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs, what assessment she has made of the extent to which halal products are 
sold without being labelled as such in (a) supermarkets and (b) restaurants and cafes. 

George Eustice: There is no obligation to label products as being halal. However, 
when foods are labelled or presented as such, the labelling must not mislead the 
consumer. It is the responsibility of food businesses, including retailers and 
caterers, to ensure that the food they sell is what they say it is. 
The definition of halal and certification as halal is a matter for the Muslim 
community and private business. 
Accreditation bodies can assist retailers by setting standards and ensuring that 
these standards are met. These bodies are private organisations. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-03/39090/  
 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-03/39092/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-03/39092/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-03/39090/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-03/39090/
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Education: Islam 
Shabana Mahmood [38678] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what 
information her Department holds on preaching of intolerance, hate and isolationism in 
Islamic out-of-school education settings. 

Edward Timpson: We have concerns, as highlighted recently by Her Majesty’s 
Chief Inspector, about settings where children are being put at risk of harm. We 
are aware of a range of concerns about teaching in madrassahs and other 
settings, usually reported by local authorities and schools. 
To build our evidence base about out-of-school education settings, we launched a 
call for evidence and asked for information about any concerns in relation to 
safeguarding, extremism, physical punishment or the suitability of premises. This 
generated a large number of responses which are being analysed and we will be 
publishing our response in due course. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-26/38678/  
 

 

Scottish Parliament Motions 

S5M-00384 Neil Findlay: National Union of Students—That the Parliament condemns 
the statement made by Murdo Fraser MSP, who reportedly called members of the 
National Union of Students “bigots”; believes this to be an outrageous insult to thousands 
of the students up and down the country who work to improve the education, welfare and 
lives of seven million students across Scotland and the UK, and urges Mr Fraser to 
withdraw this remark and apologise. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-00384&ResultsPerPage=10 
 
S5M-00384.1 Murdo Fraser: National Union of Students—As an amendment to 
motion S5M- 00384 in the name of Neil Findlay (National Union of Students), leave out 
from "condemns" to end and insert "notes that student unions at Newcastle, Lincoln and 
Hull universities have all voted to disaffiliate from the National Union of Students (NUS), 
with it being reported that a dozen others could follow suit, following concerns about 
comments made by the newly-elected NUS President, who has been accused of anti-
Semitism; notes the comments of the Labour MP for Bassetlaw, John Mann, after the 
NUS Conference in April 2016, when he described how some delegates’ comments were 
'inappropriate, offensive and point to a disturbing wider ignorance about 
antiSemitism' within the NUS, and agrees with John Mann, who is chair of the All-Party 
Parliamentary Group against Antisemitism, that the NUS is 'not doing enough to combat 
anti-Jewish hatred' and is failing in its responsibilities to its members.” 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-00384.1&ResultsPerPage=10 
 
 

Supreme Court 

Family law at a distance: Speech by Lord Sumption to the At a Glance Conference 
2016 
… family law is more sensitive to changing social and moral values than other areas of 
law. … In his penetrating judgment in Re G (Children) [2013] FLR 677, Sir James Munby 
has equated the welfare of children with “an essentially Aristotelian notion of the ‘good 
life’”. Like Aristotle, he thought that the essence of the good life lay in personal self-
fulfilment. Personally, I think that he was right about this. But it is a very humanist, a very 
individualist, and a very western view.  Important  sections  of our  society do not share it,  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-26/38678/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-26/38678/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-00384&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-00384&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-00384.1&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-00384.1&ResultsPerPage=10
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including much of the Islamic and Orthodox Jewish communities and the spiritual end of 
the green movement. The orders that he made in that case for the education of the 
children were overtly designed to give them the widest possible range of autonomous 
choices about their own way of life,  although in the eyes of the Hassidic community from 
which they came the very purpose of education was to limit their choices to what was 
thought to be acceptable to the Almighty. …  
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.supremecourt.uk/docs/speech-160608.pdf  
 
 

Charity Commission 

Charity fundraising: a guide to trustee duties 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/527790/CC20.pdf  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Minister Ellwood statement on shooting attack in Tel Aviv 
Speaking today Mr. Ellwood said: I am appalled by the senseless attack in central Tel 
Aviv, which has left four dead and several wounded. My thoughts are with the victims 
and their families. There can be absolutely no justification for terrorism anywhere. The 
UK condemns it in the strongest terms. We will continue to strive for peace in this 
troubled region and urge others to do the same. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-ellwood-statement-on-shooting-attack-in-tel-aviv  
 

 

European Union 

Statement by the Spokesperson on the attack in the Sarona complex in Tel Aviv 
Wednesday night's terror attack in the Sarona complex in Tel Aviv exposed scores of 
innocent civilians and families to indiscriminate fire. Four people were killed and more 
seriously injured. Our thoughts are with the families of the dead and injured. 
Those responsible for these murders must be brought to justice. Those who praise this 
attack must be condemned. 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2016/160609_01_en.htm  
 

 

United Nations 

UN chief condemns deadly terrorist attack in Tel Aviv 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon condemned today's terrorist attack in Tel 
Aviv in which Palestinian assailants killed at least four Israelis and injured four others. 
In a statement from his spokesperson, the Secretary-General conveyed his condolences 
to the families of the victims and the Government of Israel. 
“There is no justification for terrorism nor for the glorification of those who commit such 
heinous acts,” Mr. Ban underscored, adding that he was shocked that the leaders of 
Hamas have chosen to welcome this attack and some to celebrate it. 
He called upon the Palestinian leadership  “to live up to their responsibility  to stand firmly  
 

https://www.supremecourt.uk/docs/speech-160608.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/527790/CC20.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-ellwood-statement-on-shooting-attack-in-tel-aviv
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2016/160609_01_en.htm
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=9783
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against violence and the incitement that fuels it.” 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54179#.V1kbjeZ96nY  

TOP 
 

 
 
 

 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
** Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
 

Bill as introduced 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2016-2017/0005/17005.pdf 
 

Explanatory Notes 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2016-2017/0005/en/17005en.pdf  
 

Welsh Assembly: First Minister’s Statement 
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3598&assembly=5&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#409313  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Shami Chakrabarti Inquiry into antisemitism and other forms of racism, including 
islamophobia, within the Labour Party (closing date 10 June 2016) 
http://www.labour.org.uk/index.php/chakrabarti 
 
Death certification reforms (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  
 
Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf 
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 

TOP 
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