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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Religious Hatred: Islam 
Baroness Tonge [HL233] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether, and if so when, 
they intend to instigate an independent inquiry into Islamophobia in politics at all levels. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: Everyone in Britain has the right to feel safe and 
at ease in the place where they live. There is no place for hatred against people 
because of their race, gender, ethnic origin, faith, sexual orientation, age or 
disability. This includes anti-Muslim attacks which are unacceptable in Britain. 
The Government is already taking a number of steps to counter Islamaphobia and 
does not intend to carry out an independent inquiry. We fund Tell MAMA 
(Measuring Anti-Muslim Attacks) to encourage reporting of these crimes and to 
support victims. We have also set up the first cross Government Anti-Muslim 
Hatred Working Group to raise awareness of Islamaphobic attacks. In addition, 
the police began to disaggregate hate crime by religion in April 2016. This will 
help the police to build community trust, target their resources and enable the 
public to hold them to account. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-23/HL233/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Bedouin 
Jim Cunningham [37938] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what steps his Department is making to help prevent the displacement of 
Bedouin people in southern Israel; and if he will make a statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: We have been encouraging the Israeli authorities and Bedouin 
communities to find a satisfactory solution to this issue, respecting the equality of 
all of Israel’s citizens. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-23/37938/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-23/HL233/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-23/37938/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-23/37938/
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West Bank: Housing 
Jim Cunningham [37939] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what steps his Department is taking to help prevent house demolitions in the 
West Bank; and if he will make a statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: We are concerned by reports that there has been a large 
increase in demolitions since the start of 2016, compared with the monthly 
average in 2015. Our Ambassador to Tel Aviv has raised our concerns on 
demolitions with the Israeli authorities, most recently on 15 May, and urged them 
to provide a legal route for Palestinians to obtain building permits. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-23/37939/  
 

Israel: Housing 
Jim Cunningham [37940] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what information his Department holds on the number of house demolitions 
conducted by Israel in each of the last five years; and if he will make a statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: We do not hold independent information on the number of 
house demolitions conducted by the Israeli authorities in the last five years. 
However, according to United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs, between 2011 and 2015, 2851 Palestinian-owned structures were 
demolished in Area C and East Jerusalem. This figure includes homes, 
infrastructure and agriculture-related structures. The breakdown is 2011: 560 
Palestinian-owned structured demolished (all in West Bank); 2012: 604 (540 in 
West Bank and 64 in East Jerusalem); 2013: 663 (565 in West Bank and 98 in 
East Jerusalem); 2014: 493 (98 in East Jerusalem and 395 in West Bank); and 
2015: 531 (453 in the West Bank and 78 in East Jerusalem). 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-23/37940/ 
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

FOI release: Jeremy Corbyn and Palestine 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/527063/08
41-15_Jeremy_Corbyn_Palestine_documents.pdf  
 
 

European Commission 

The EU Missions in Jerusalem and Ramallah condemn the executions carried out 
in Gaza The EU Missions in Jerusalem and Ramallah condemn the execution of three 
prisoners carried out in Gaza this morning 31st May. As in their most recent statement on 
26th May, the EU Missions in Jerusalem and Ramallah recall the EU's firm opposition 
under all circumstances to the use of capital punishment. The EU considers that abolition 
of the death penalty contributes to the enhancement of human dignity and the 
progressive development of human rights. It considers capital punishment to be cruel 
and inhuman, that it fails to provide deterrence to criminal behaviour, and represents an 
unacceptable denial of human dignity and integrity. The de facto authorities in Gaza must 
refrain from carrying out any further executions of prisoners and comply with the 
moratorium on executions put in place by the Palestinian Authority, pending abolition of 
the death penalty in line with the global trend. 
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/westbank/documents/news/2016/20160531_local_stat
ement_executions_gaza_en.pdf  
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-23/37939/
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UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Executions in Gaza 
We condemn the execution of three men by authorities in Gaza today despite serious 
and widespread concerns that international fair trial standards were not respected, and in 
spite of appeals by many local and international actors to halt the executions. 
These executions were carried out without the approval of Palestinian President Mamoud 
Abbas as required under Palestinian law, effectively denying these men their right to 
seek pardon or commutation of their sentence. This right to seek pardon or commutation 
is also enshrined in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which 
Palestine acceded in 2014. 
We remain deeply concerned about further planned executions in the near future. We 
reiterate that death sentences carried out pursuant to unfair trials are in violation of 
international law. We urge the authorities in Gaza to halt any future executions and to 
uphold their obligations under national and international law to respect the rights to life 
and to a fair trial. We call on the Palestinian President to urgently establish a moratorium 
on the death penalty in line with the global trend, with a view to its abolition. 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20037&LangID
=E 
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Other Relevant Information 

European Commission 

European Commission and IT Companies announce Code of Conduct on illegal 
online hate speech 
… the Commission and the IT Companies recognise that the spread of illegal hate 
speech online not only negatively affects the groups or individuals that it targets, it also 
negatively impacts those who speak out for freedom, tolerance and non-discrimination in 
our open societies and has a chilling effect on the democratic discourse on online 
platforms. 
By signing this code of conduct, the IT companies commit to continuing their efforts to 
tackle illegal hate speech online. This will include the continued development of internal 
procedures and staff training to guarantee that they review the majority of valid 
notifications for removal of illegal hate speech in less than 24 hours and remove or 
disable access to such content, if necessary. The IT companies will also endeavour to 
strengthen their ongoing partnerships with civil society organisations who will help flag 
content that promotes incitement to violence and hateful conduct. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/newsroom/fundamental-rights/news/160531_en.htm  
 
Code of Conduct on Countering Illegal Hate Speech Online 
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/fundamental-
rights/files/hate_speech_code_of_conduct_en.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 8 days 
Shami Chakrabarti Inquiry into antisemitism and other forms of racism, including 
islamophobia, within the Labour Party (closing date 10 June 2016) 
http://www.labour.org.uk/index.php/chakrabarti 
 
Death certification reforms (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  
 
Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf 
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 
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