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Home Affairs 

Welsh Assembly 

New Cross Party Group: Faith 
Purpose: To highlight the positive contribution of faith groups to communities in Wales. 
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgOutsideBodyDetails.aspx?ID=426  
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Israel 

United Nations 

Speakers Stress Situation in Palestine Must Change, as Seminar on Assistance to 
Palestinian People Concludes 
The situation in Palestine must change, including bringing an end to the Israeli 
occupation of the Palestinian territory, speakers emphasized … as the two-day Seminar 
on Assistance to the Palestinian People concluded in Stockholm …  
Palestine was a serious, responsible State that was participating in shaping issues of 
worldwide concern, including the development agenda, said the Permanent Observer for 
the State of Palestine.  He went on to tell participants that he carried a message and 
request from Palestine to the rest of the world:  “Deal with our issue in a very practical 
and realistic manner.” 
Calling the occupation both “criminal and belligerent”, an expert from the Palestinian 
Centre for Human Rights noted that that next year would mark 50 years since the start of 
the illegal Israeli occupation of Palestine. 
Israel’s message to the people of Gaza was clear, he said:  “You have no tomorrow.  You 
have nothing to live for,” adding that the Palestinians would not forgive or forget the 
crimes that had been committed against them. …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/gapal1372.doc.htm  
 
Palestine’s Attainment of Sustainable Development Goals under Occupation 
‘Inconceivable’, Seminar on Assistance to Palestinian People Told 
… Daoud al Deek, the State of Palestine’s Assistant Deputy Minister for Social 
Development, said that failure to attain the Sustainable Development Goals would not be  
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due to a lack of effort on the part of the State or its people, but rather because of the 
prolonged Israeli occupation.   … 
Robert Piper, Assistant Secretary-General and Deputy Special Coordinator for the Middle 
East Peace Process, reported that some of the key social indicators coming from 
Palestine, including those related to literacy, vaccination rates and maternal mortality, 
were truly impressive.  Yet, the economy lagged far behind those social development 
achievements, and given the continuing occupation, there was a real risk that even those 
gains would be lost …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/gapal1370.doc.htm  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

** Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html  
 

Bill as introduced 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2016-2017/0003/17003.pdf  
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Racism and religious discrimination (closing date 31 May 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/offices/commons/media-relations-
group/news/youth-select-committee-tackles-racism-and-religious-discrimination/  
 
Death certification reforms (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  
 
Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf 
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 
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