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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Queen’s Speech 
col 62  The Lord Bishop of Ely: … We live in an age characterised by globalisation, 
social media manipulation, and concerns about religious extremism and the limits of 
pluralism. In this febrile as well as fertile context, religious literacy is more and more vital. 
This is never neutral, but it should be reasoned and generous. As the Church of 
England’s chief education officer recently said: 
“Religious education is about giving people the critical skills they need to recognise deep 
differences in religion, belief and worldview, to understand our history and to take the 
diversity of voices seriously … This means much more than simply accumulating 
knowledge about religion and belief. It’s about enabling children and young people to 
encounter and wrestle with fundamental questions about God”. 
This should never involve coercion or violence, but should ally passionate faith with a 
deep honouring of the other. Our Church schools are not proselytising communities, but 
they are places where we are sufficiently confident in ourselves and in our faithful 
witness that we are even more confidently inclusive and diverse. 
In the past, local authorities have been a key link in ensuring that children have access to 
high-quality religious education and collective worship in schools that do not have a 
religious designation. This has enabled engagement with local faith communities and 
given children access to information about religion that dispels fear and promotes 
understanding. Currently, local authorities are statutorily obliged to maintain a standing 
advisory council on religious education. I ask the Minister: will this be lost as the role of 
local authorities in education changes? If so, how will we be able to monitor and assure 
the quality and provision of religious education in areas that have become fully 
academised? This is an issue of great concern to all those of us who believe in the 
importance of religious education and see the need for improved religious literacy. …  
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-05-
19/debates/16051963000247/Queen%E2%80%99SSpeech  
 
 

Welsh Government 

Cabinet and Ministers 

 Cabinet Secretary for Economy and Infrastructure: Ken Skates  

 Cabinet Secretary for Health, Well-being and Sport: Vaughan Gething  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-05-19/debates/16051963000247/Queen%E2%80%99SSpeech
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 Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local Government: Mark Drakeford  

 Cabinet Secretary for Education: Kirsty Williams  

 Cabinet Secretary for Environment and Rural Affairs: Lesley Griffiths  

 Cabinet Secretary for Communities and Children: Carl Sargeant  

 Leader of the House and Chief Whip: Jane Hutt  

 Minister for Skills and Science: Julie James  

 Minister for Lifelong Learning and Welsh Language: Alun Davies  

 Minister for Social Services and Public Health: Rebecca Evans  
For more information see 
http://gov.wales/newsroom/firstminister/2016/taking-wales-forward/?lang=en  
 
 

Charity Commission 

Vyoel Moshe Charitable Trust: 2016 Inquiry report 
… On 25 February 2015 the commission opened a statutory inquiry (‘the inquiry’) into the 
charity under section 46 of Charities Act 2011 (‘the act’). The issues under investigation 
were:  

 the failure of the trustees to fulfil their statutory duty to submit annual accounts, 
reports and returns for the financial year ending 31 March 2014  

 the administration of the charity by the trustees, particularly in relation to whether 
the trustees had fulfilled their legal duties and responsibilities as charity trustees  

 the financial management of the charity to determine whether the trustees had 
failed to properly manage the charity’s funds and therefore, had put the charity’s 
funds at risk …  

Based on the evidence viewed by the commission, it is concluded that:  

 there has been mismanagement and misconduct in the administration of the 
charity by the trustees due to their failure to provide financial information to the 
commission in accordance with charity law … 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/524630/vy
oel_moshe_charitable_trust.pdf  
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Israel 

European Union 

Statement by the Spokesperson on the latest demolitions in the West Bank 
The regrettable trend of confiscations and demolitions since the beginning of the year, 
including of EU-funded humanitarian assistance, was confirmed once again this week by 
demolitions of temporary shelters in Jabal al-Baba, a Bedouin community in the so-called 
E1 area. Bedouin communities in the central West Bank have faced repeated 
confiscations and demolitions in recent years, as part of the plans which have put them in 
grave humanitarian need and risk ending in forced transfers. 
The EU is strongly opposed to Israel's settlement policy and actions taken in this context, 
including demolitions and confiscations, building the separation barrier beyond the 1967 
line, evictions and forced transfers. Such developments in the so-called E1 area call into 
question Israel's commitment towards the two-state solution. 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2016/160519_04_en.htm  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

**Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html  
 

First Reading 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2016-05-
19/debates/16051963000244/CulturalProperty(ArmedConflicts)Bill(HL)  
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Racism and religious discrimination (closing date 31 May 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/offices/commons/media-relations-
group/news/youth-select-committee-tackles-racism-and-religious-discrimination/  
 
Death certification reforms (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  
 
Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf 
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 
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