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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

School Admissions Code 
col 1773  Lord Watson of Invergowrie: … Objections to admissions criteria and 
procedures can currently be submitted by anyone to the Office of the Schools 
Adjudicator, whose decisions are binding. … detailed research carried out by the Fair 
Admissions Campaign and the British Humanist Association … analysed the admissions 
policies of a sample of faith schools and found that virtually all of them broke the 
admissions code in one way or another. They then submitted a large number of 
objections to the schools adjudicator. 
The adjudicator not only upheld 87% of the objections but found many violations beyond 
those that had been highlighted. … 
The level of segregation of pupils by faith—and thus often by ethnicity—and by socio-
economic position is dangerously high. It is a significant threat to social cohesion which 
… schools have a duty to promote. … 
… the Government are proposing changes to the admissions procedures. In their own 
words, the aims are, “… stopping vexatious complaints against faith schools from 
secularist campaign groups … “ … The outcome will be to protect schools that are 
currently abusing the admissions system. … 

 

col 1778  Lord Taverne: … Religious discrimination in schools admissions is one of the 
reasons why faith schools are often a divisive influence in society. … 
: we do not treat children as Conservative, Labour, Liberal Democrat or UKIP children, so 
why should we let schools treat them as Catholic, Protestant, Muslim or Jewish 
children? … 
… the complexity of some schools admission policies seems to be designed to confuse 
and mislead, and the range of ways in which they have been discriminating are clearly 
designed to secure a greater homogeneity of religion in these schools. … 

 

col 1779  Lord Desai: … Without a doubt, faith schools are popular not only with people 
of that faith but with people of other faiths or no faith. If they are oversubscribed, they 
have the power to ration according to the criteria they would like to impose. …  
Faith schools … are good and people like them, and I believe in consumer choice. 
However, we cannot allow tactics of rationing that are not merely illegal but unfair. If we 
let them pass by because of pressure from some lobby or other, we and our children will 
pay the price, so it is important that we stop this as soon as possible. …  
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col 1781  Lord Storey: … along comes our Secretary of State for Education, who has set 
out proposals to limit objections to admissions arrangements to only local parents and 
councils. She has said that this is in response to vexatious complaints against faith 
schools by secularist campaign groups. Of course, it is thanks to these campaigns 
groups that many wrongs have been righted. … 

 

col 1785  Baroness Evans of Bowes Park: … the report, An Unholy Mess … was 
based on a small-scale sample confined to just 43 schools, so it is misleading to say that 
it is representative of the faith sector as a whole, which comprises some 6,800 faith 
schools. Of the 43 sets of arrangements that were reviewed, the Office of the Schools 
Adjudicator found that most of the issues were not related to faith. There was also an 
issue with the methodology, which did not examine non-faith schools as a comparator. … 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-05-
11/debates/16051156000172/SchoolAdmissionsCode  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Circumcision 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Philip Davies [36567] To ask the Secretary of State for Health, how many men and boys 
were treated in hospital for complications or after-effects arising from circumcision (a) in 
an NHS hospital and (b) conducted privately in each of the last three years. 
Philip Davies [36600] To ask the Secretary of State for Health, how many men and boys 
were circumcised for medical reasons through the NHS in each of the last three years. 

Ben Gummer: The number of men and boys treated in hospital for complications 
or after-effects arising from circumcision in a National Health Service hospital and 
conducted privately in each of the last three years, is not collected centrally. 
The number of men and boys circumcised for medical reasons through the NHS 
in each of the last three years is not collected centrally. However, the table below 
shows a count of finished admission episodes (FAEs) where the primary 
procedure was a circumcision undertaken for medical reasons for boys (aged 
under 18 years) and men (aged 18 years and over) for 2012-13 to 2014-15. 
Note that these data should not be described as counts of people as the same 
person may have had more than one episode of care in the time period 
presented. 
Counts of FAEs where the primary procedure was a circumcision undertaken for 
medical reasons for boys (aged under 18 years) and men (aged 18 years and 
over) for 2012-13 to 2014-15 

  Age (years) 

Year 0-17 Over 18 Unknown 

2014-15 8,868 17,998 150 

2013-14 8,964 17,554 179 

2012-13 8,906 17,331 137 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-04/36567/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-04/36600/  
 

Circumcision 
Philip Davies [36675] To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what research his 
Department has conducted on the health benefits and risks of male circumcision. 

George Freeman:  The  Department  has  not  conducted  or  commissioned   any  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-05-11/debates/16051156000172/SchoolAdmissionsCode
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-05-11/debates/16051156000172/SchoolAdmissionsCode
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-04/36567/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-04/36567/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-04/36600/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-04/36600/
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specific research on the health effects of male circumcision. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-05/36675/  

 
Schools: Admissions 

Clive Lewis [36472] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what assessment she 
has made of the effect of selection related to religious beliefs in school admissions on the 
integration of pupils from different socio-economic, ethnic and religious or non-religious 
backgrounds in schools; and what steps she is taking to improve such integration. 

Nick Gibb: It is for the admission authority of each school to set their own 
admission arrangements, according to their local circumstances. Admission 
authorities for all state-funded schools, including schools with a religious 
designation, must ensure their admission arrangements comply with the 
mandatory provisions of the School Admissions Code and other admissions law. 
The Code requires that all admissions arrangements must be fair, comply with 
equalities legislation, and not disadvantage unfairly a child from a particular social 
or racial group or a child with a disability or special educational needs. If an 
objection is made to the Schools Adjudicator, and the arrangements are found to 
be unfair or fail to comply with the Code, the admission authority must make 
changes to ensure their arrangements are compliant without undue delay. 
The Equality Act requires public bodies, including maintained schools and 
academies, to have due regard to the need to foster good relations across all 
protected characteristics. All schools are legally required to promote the spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development of their pupils and their effectiveness in 
this is assessed through inspection. In assessing schools’ effectiveness, 
inspectors take account of the extent to which pupils have an understanding and 
appreciation of the range of different cultures within school and further afield as an 
essential element of their preparation for life in modern Britain. 
The School Admissions Code is available at  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-admissions-code--2 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-04/36472/  

 
Schools: Admissions 

Clive Lewis [36491] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what estimate she has 
made of the number of parents who falsely claim religious beliefs or church attendance in 
order to get their children into their local school. 

Nick Gibb: All school admission authorities must comply with the School 
Admissions Code. If an admission authority identifies a fraudulent application they 
can withdraw the offer of a school place. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-04/36491/  
 

Faith Schools 
Oliver Colvile [36659] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what assessment 
she has made of the potential effect that the proposals in the Education excellence 
everywhere White Paper, Cm 9230, will have on (a) Church of England and (b) Roman 
Catholic schools. 

Edward Timpson: We value the important and longstanding role played by the 
Church of England and Catholic Church in our education system. Around 1,200 
Church schools have already become academies. The White Paper is clear that 
Church schools’ role and their religious character will be protected as more 
become academies. We continue to work closely with the National Society and 
Catholic Education Service and recently published Memoranda  of  Understanding  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-05/36675/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-05/36675/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-admissions-code--2
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-04/36472/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-04/36472/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-04/36491/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-04/36491/
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to provide a strong basis for our ongoing relationship with Church schools and 
their dioceses. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-05/36659/  
 

Faith Schools: Islam 
Ivan Lewis [36350] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what steps she is taking 
to reduce the incidence of gender segregation in some Muslim independent schools. 

Nick Gibbs: Independent schools have to meet the standards set in regulations. If 
segregation results in disadvantage for pupils of one gender, either directly or 
through inappropriate modelling of gender roles through staff segregation visible 
to pupils, then it is likely that the standards have not been met and regulatory 
action by this Department will follow. If there is a possibility that staff segregation 
disadvantages staff of one gender and there may be a direct breach of the 
Equality Act 2010, we will not hesitate to make a referral to the Equality and 
Human Rights Commission. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-03/36350/  
 

Prisoners' Release 
Philip Davies [36152] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, on which religious 
occasions prisoners are eligible for release on temporary licence; and how many 
prisoners were released on each such occasion in the last year for which information is 
held. 

Andrew Selous: Faith communities can play a significant part in supporting 
offenders to resettle into the community. Facilities for worship are available in 
each establishment but, as part of restoring links between the offender and wider 
community, suitable, risk-assessed offenders may attend worship outside the 
prison to help them adjust to the climate of non-prison worship and mixing with the 
community. In addition, temporary release for the purpose of maintaining family 
ties might be timed so as to coincide with religious occasions. There is no 
prescription as to the nature of the religious occasion; it is for the governor, on the 
advice of the temporary release board, to decide whether the activity is linked to 
the offender’s resettlement plan. 
Records show that, in 2015, prisoners were released on temporary licence 
specifically in order to attend a religious service on 90 occasions. 
Releases on temporary licence (ROTL) recorded as "attend religious service", 
2011-2015, England & Wales 

Attend religious service 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Incidences of ROTL 231 217 139 228 90 

NB. This is number of occasions a prisoner was released, not number of prisoners 
released. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-29/36152/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Religious Hatred: Islam 
Baroness Berridge [HL8060] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they are 
taking to respond to anti-Ahmadiyya hate literature in the UK in the light of recent reports 
that leaflets endorsing the execution of Ahmadi Muslims were found in Stockwell Green 
mosque on 10 April. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford:   Religiously   motivated   hate   crime   and  hate  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-05/36659/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-05/36659/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-03/36350/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-03/36350/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-29/36152/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-29/36152/
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speech has absolutely no place in British society. This Government is clear that 
everybody should be free to live their lives free from fear of attack simply because 
of what their beliefs are, and that tragic events such as the recent murder of Asad 
Shah in Glasgow will not be tolerated. We have a strong legal framework in place 
against discrimination on the basis of religion, and criminal penalties for offences 
such as racially or religiously aggravated assault and criminal damage. Those 
who perpetrate hate crimes of any kind will be punished with the full force of the 
law. This Government has done more than any other to tackle anti-Muslim hatred. 
As of 1 April 2016, police forces in England and Wales are disaggregating 
religious hate crime data to reveal the true scale and nature of the problem. The 
Government also plans to publish its new Hate Crime Action Plan in the summer, 
which will set out our approach to tacking all forms of hate crime, including 
Islamophobia. This will build on the success of ‘Challenge It, Report It, Stop It’, 
which was published in 2012 and updated subsequently in 2014. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-27/HL8060/  
 
 

Ministry of Justice 

Coroners Statistics Annual 2015 England and Wales 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522626/bulletin.pdf  
 
 

Police Service of Northern Ireland 

Incidents and Crimes with a Hate Motivation Recorded by the Police in Northern 
Ireland: Quarterly Update to 31 March 2016 
https://www.psni.police.uk/globalassets/inside-the-psni/our-statistics/hate-motivation-
statistics/2016/q4/quarterly-hate-motivations-bulletin-period-ending-mar16.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Gaza: Electricity Generation 
Lord Ahmed [HL8108] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written Answer 
by Baroness Verma on 26 April (HL7737), what representations they have made to the 
government of Israel about why it rejected Turkey’s proposal of a floating power-
generating ship to help solve the electricity crisis in Gaza. 

Baroness Verma: The UK has not made representations to Israel about this 
specific issue. We are in regular discussion with Israel, the Palestinian Authority 
and other development actors, specifically the UN and EU, about Gaza’s energy 
crisis. Improving Gaza’s provision of electricity will in turn improve Gaza’s water 
supply and wastewater treatment. We regularly call on both parties to work on 
solutions to increase the electricity supply, including press for the extension of the 
161 power line and progress towards the conversion of the Gazan power station 
to gas. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-03/HL8108/ 
 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-27/HL8060/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-27/HL8060/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522626/bulletin.pdf
https://www.psni.police.uk/globalassets/inside-the-psni/our-statistics/hate-motivation-statistics/2016/q4/quarterly-hate-motivations-bulletin-period-ending-mar16.pdf
https://www.psni.police.uk/globalassets/inside-the-psni/our-statistics/hate-motivation-statistics/2016/q4/quarterly-hate-motivations-bulletin-period-ending-mar16.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-03/HL8108/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-03/HL8108/
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Palestinians 
Baroness Deech [HL8116] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Baroness Verma on 25 April (HL7413), how the pre-approved EU list of 
named civil servants is approved, and by whom; and how that process is subject to 
independent auditing, and by whom. 

Baroness Verma: The UK uses the EU PEGASE mechanism to earmark funds to 
payment of vetted PA civil servants and pensioners. The list of PEGASE Direct 
Financial Support eligible beneficiaries is determined each month by Deloitte 
auditors on the basis of the EU eligibility criteria. The list of approved recipients is 
subject to a vetting process that includes screening against international 
(including Israeli) ad hoc sanctions lists. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-03/HL8116/  

 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7413/  
 

Gaza: Charities 
Baroness Deech [HL8198] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the impact on charities operating in Gaza of the freezing of financial 
transfers to them owing to the orders of the Palestinian Authority to Palestinian banks. 

Baroness Verma: The UK remains supportive of the Palestinian Authority’s (PA) 
efforts to strengthen its revenue generation. A transparent and effective tax 
system is an important part of this. It is also important that the tax system is 
implemented in a way that does not negatively impact the vital role which NGO’s 
play in responding to the needs of Palestinians in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories is an importtant part of this. 
DFID officials have raised concerns with the Ministry of Finance (MOF) about this, 
particularly the need for clarity on the implications of the tax system for NGOs, 
and how this could affect issues such as operations in Gaza and banking 
signatory authorities. The UK, along with other donors, UN OCHA and the NGO 
community, will continue to be in close contact with PA to clarify their approach. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-04/HL8198/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Palestinians: Syria 
Lord Hylton [HL8024] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they will seek to 
achieve a local ceasefire around the Yarmouk Camp in south Damascus so that UNWRA 
can deliver food to the population in the Camp. 

Baroness Verma: The UK is extremely concerned about the deteriorating 
humanitarian situation in Yarmouk camp in Syria, where intensified fighting 
between Daesh and Al- Nusra Front in recent weeks has exacerbated the 
suffering of approximately 6,000 civilians there, who are besieged by Syrian 
regime forces. 
The UK will consider any option compliant with international law that might save 
lives in Syria. We do not think it would be feasible to broker a local ceasefire in 
Yarmouk camp, given the parties involved in the fighting there.  However, through  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-03/HL8116/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-03/HL8116/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7413/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7413/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-04/HL8198/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-04/HL8198/
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the International Syria Support Group (ISSG) the UK will continue to support the 
resumption of a nationwide Cessation of Hostilities as a step towards an inclusive, 
Syrian-owned political transition. 
The UK is committed to supporting the most vulnerable people in need inside 
Syria wherever they are. As part of the ISSG we agreed with other members on 
11 February that humanitarian access should be opened to a number of priority 
areas, including Yarmouk, as a first step to accelerating full and sustained access 
across Syria. Since then, UNRWA has delivered 21 convoys with multi-sectoral 
assistance to 19,000 people in Yalda, Babella, Beit-Sahm, including thousands of 
residents in and from Yarmouk. We welcome UNRWA’s efforts in protecting and 
assisting vulnerable Palestinian refugees. To date, the UK has allocated over £59 
million to UNRWA to provide assistance for Palestinian refugees affected by the 
violence in Syria and the region. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-27/HL8024/  
 

Palestinians: Syria 

Lord Judd [HL8081] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of reports from the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) about the 
condition of Palestinian refugees and UNRWA staff following the recent bombing near 
Qabr Essit camp, Sayyida Zeinab, including threats to life, and access to food, water, 
and health services; and what action they are taking both multilaterally and unilaterally to 
relieve the situation. 

Baroness Verma: Da’esh has claimed responsibility for indiscriminate attacks in 
the Sayyida Zeinab area that have killed dozens of civilians since the beginning of 
the year. We share UNRWA’s concerns about the volatile situation on the ground, 
including its impact on the Palestinian refugee camp at nearby Qabr Essit. 
We have given over £59 million to UNRWA to provide assistance to Palestinian 
refugees affected by the violence in Syria. Through the International Syria Support 
Group and UN Security Council, we are pushing for improved humanitarian 
access to all those in need across Syria and supporting attempts to find a political 
settlement that will end the conflict. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-28/HL8081/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Farm Produce (Labelling Requirements) 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/farmproducelabellingrequirements.html  

 
No Fault Divorce Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce.html  
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-27/HL8024/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-27/HL8024/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-28/HL8081/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-28/HL8081/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/farmproducelabellingrequirements.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce.html
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Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** Racism and religious discrimination (closing date 31 May 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/offices/commons/media-relations-
group/news/youth-select-committee-tackles-racism-and-religious-discrimination/  
 
Death certification reforms (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  
 
Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf 
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 

TOP 
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