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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
Jeremy Corbyn: … Later today, commemorations begin for Holocaust Memorial Day in 
Israel. I hope that it is agreed in all parts of the House that we should send our best 
wishes to those who are commemorating the occasion, and also send a very clear 
statement that anti-Semitism has no place in our society whatsoever and we all have a 
duty to oppose it. … 

The Prime Minister: First, I join the right hon. Gentleman in saying that we should 
always support Holocaust Memorial Day, whether here in the UK, where we have 
a number of commemorations, or in Israel. But I am going to press him on this 
point, because he said “it will be my pleasure and my honour to host an event in 
parliament where our friends from Hezbollah will be speaking… I’ve also invited 
friends from Hamas to come and speak as well.” 
Hamas and Hezbollah believe in killing Jews, not just in Israel but around the 
world. Will he take this opportunity? If he wants to clear up the problem of anti-
Semitism in the Labour party, now is a good time to start. Withdraw the remark 
that they are your friends!  

Jeremy Corbyn: I have made it very clear that Labour is an anti-racist party and that 
there is no place for anti-Semitism within it. We have suspended any members who have 
undertaken any anti-Semitic activities or work or made such statements, and have 
established an inquiry led by Shami Chakrabarti. The point the Prime Minister makes 
relates to a discussion I was hosting to try to promote a peace process. It was not an 
approval of those organisations. I absolutely do not approve of those organisations. … 

The Prime Minister: … I am afraid the right hon. Gentleman will have to do this 
one more time. He referred to Hamas and Hezbollah as his friends. He needs to 
withdraw that remark. Let me give him another chance: are they your friends or 
are they not? Those organisations, in their constitutions, believe in persecuting 
and killing Jews. They are anti-Semitic and racist organisations, and he must 
stand up and say they are not his friends. 

Jeremy Corbyn: Obviously, anyone who commits racist attacks or who is anti-Semitic is 
not a friend of mine. I am very clear about that. … 

The Prime Minister: … As I have said before at the Dispatch Box, we are not 
responsible for everything someone says when they share are platform with us, 
and we cannot control everyone who appears in a picture, but there is a pattern of  
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behaviour with the right hon. Member for Tooting (Sadiq Khan). He shared a 
platform with Sajil Shahid, the man who trained the ringleader of the 7/7 attacks 
and accused the United States of bringing 9/11 on itself. He shared a platform 
with an extremist who called for Jews to be drowned in the ocean. When this was 
put to the right hon. Member for Tooting, he described it as mere “flowery” 
language. If he wants to know why he has a problem with anti-Semitism, let me 
tell him: it is because his candidates share platform after platform with extremists 
and anti-Semites and then excuse their words. One more time: say you withdraw 
the remark about Hamas and Hezbollah being your friends! 

Jeremy Corbyn: Last week, the Prime Minister tried, as he often does, to smear my right 
hon. Friend the Member for Tooting for his association with Sulaiman Ghani. It turns out 
that Mr Ghani is actually an active Conservative supporter who has shared platforms with 
the hon. Member for Richmond Park (Zac Goldsmith). The Prime Minister should also 
reflect on the words of Lord Lansley some years ago when he said that racism was 
“endemic” within his party. We have set up a commission of inquiry; I suggest that the 
Prime Minister might think about doing the same thing. … 

The Prime Minister: … The Leader of the Opposition raised the case of Suleiman 
Ghani, whom the right hon. Member for Tooting shared a platform with nine times. 
This is a man who says that it is wrong to stop people going to fight in—
[Interruption.] No, as long as it takes. Do you want to know the views of a person 
that your leader has just quoted? He has described women as—[Interruption.] The 
hon. Member for Islington South and Finsbury (Emily Thornberry) might be 
interested in this. He described women as “subservient” to men. He said that 
homosexuality was an “unnatural” act. He stood on a platform with people who 
wanted an Islamic state. That is why the Leader of the Opposition’s attempts to 
deal with anti-Semitism are utterly condemned to failure. He will not even 
condemn people who sit on platforms with people like that. … 

Angus Robertson: Last week, the Prime Minister took issue when I mentioned 
unaccompanied Syrian refugee children in Europe and the Kindertransports of the 1930s. 
Since then, he has been written to by Sir Erich Reich, the chairman of the Association of 
Jewish Refugees’ Kindertransport special interest group, who said: “The echoes of the 
past haunt many of my fellow Kinder and I whose fate similarly rested with members of 
the British parliament. I feel it is incumbent on us to once again demonstrate our 
compassion and human-kindness to provide sanctuary to those in need.” 
Why has it taken so long, and the threat of a parliamentary defeat, for the Prime Minister 
to begin changing his mind? 

The Prime Minister: First, let me pay tribute to the gentleman mentioned by the 
right hon. Gentleman. Let us be clear that no country has done more than Britain 
to help when it comes to Syrian refugees. … 

Angus Robertson: … May I encourage him to think more about what can be done, given 
that the Kindertransport helped 10,000 children from Europe? Finally, may I ask him to 
take the opportunity to thank Lord Alf Dubs and all campaigners who have worked so 
hard for the UK to live up to the example and the spirit of the Kindertransport? 

The Prime Minister: I certainly think that all those people deserve recognition for 
the work they have done to put this issue so squarely on the agenda, but let me 
just say again that I do reject the comparison with the Kindertransport. I do so for 
this reason: I would argue that what we are doing primarily—taking children from 
the region, taking vulnerable people from the camps, going to the neighbouring 
countries and taking people into our country, housing them, clothing them, feeding 
them and making sure they can have a good life here—is like the Kindertransport. 
I think that to say that the Kindertransport is like taking children today from 
France, Germany or Italy—safe countries that are democracies—is an insult to 
those countries. But, as I have said, because of the steps we are taking, it will not 
be necessary to send the Dubs amendment back to the other place; the 
amendment  does  not  now  mention  a number of people.  We  are  going  to  go  
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around the local authorities and see what more we can do, but let us stick to the 
principle that we should not be taking new arrivals to Europe. … 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-05-
04/debates/16050453000018/Engagements#contribution-16050453000113  

 

Edward Leigh: The Christian Yazidi and Shi’a children in Syria are suffering from 
genocide carried out by Daesh, and we should recognise it as such. May I urge the 
Prime Minister to do more to replicate the Kindertransport of the 1930s? … 

The Prime Minister: My hon. Friend has asked me two questions. One is whether 
there is more we can do to label what has happened as genocide. That has 
always been done under a legal definition, but there is a very strong case here for 
saying that it is genocide, and I hope that it will be portrayed and spoken of as 
such. 
On the issue of the Kindertransport, I agree with my hon. Friend. … 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-05-
04/debates/16050453000020/Engagements#contribution-16050453000158  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Antisemitism 
Robert Jenrick [36015] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
proportion of racially motivated attacks in England and Wales targeted Jews in each of 
the last five years. 

Karen Bradley: The Home Office does not hold the requested information. The 
Home Office receive data on hate crimes recorded by the police in England and 
Wales for the five centrally monitored strands (race, religion, sexual orientation, 
disability and gender identity) but these data cannot be broken down by race or 
religion of the victim and cover all offences, not just “attacks”. The most recently 
available data relate to the financial year 2014/15 and can be found at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2014-to-
2015  
The Association of Chief Police Officers also publishes data on hate crimes for 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland. These figures separate out the number of 
crimes that were anti-Semitic. Data for 2014/15 can be found at: 
http://www.report-it.org.uk/files/hate_crime_data_npcc_2014-15.pdf  
From April 2016, the Home Office will collect a breakdown of religion-based hate 
crime data from the police to help forces build community trust, target their 
resources and enable the public to better hold them to account. This information 
will be provided voluntarily in 2016/17, but we intend to make it mandatory from 
the following year. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-28/36015/  
 

Antisemitism 
Robert Jenrick [36029] To ask the Attorney General, how many people were prosecuted 
for offences relating to anti-semitism in the UK in each of the last five years. 

Robert Buckland: The Whilst the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) does flag 
cases on its case management system that are identified as racial or religious 
hate crimes, it does not maintain a central record of prosecutions for offences 
specifically relating to anti-semitism. Such information could only be obtained 
through a manual search of records which would incur disproportionate cost. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-28/36029/  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-05-04/debates/16050453000018/Engagements#contribution-16050453000113
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-05-04/debates/16050453000018/Engagements#contribution-16050453000113
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-05-04/debates/16050453000020/Engagements#contribution-16050453000158
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-05-04/debates/16050453000020/Engagements#contribution-16050453000158
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2014-to-2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2014-to-2015
http://www.report-it.org.uk/files/hate_crime_data_npcc_2014-15.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-28/36015/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-28/36015/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-28/36029/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-28/36029/
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House of Lords Written Answers 

Universities: Antisemitism 
Lord Patten [HL8001] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their assessment of 
anti-semitism within bodies representing students in English universities. 

Baroness Evants of Bowes Park: The Government is clear that there is 
absolutely no place in higher education or anywhere else in society for bigotry, 
hatred or any form of racism such as anti-Semitism. 
Recent reports of anti-Semitism are extremely concerning and must be met with a 
decisive response. We expect all bodies with a role in English higher education to 
be absolutely clear in their opposition to racism in all its forms, and to have robust 
policies in place to tackle such hatred and support victims. 
At the Government’s request, Universities UK has set up a taskforce to examine 
what more can be done to tackle harassment and hate crime on campus, 
including anti-Semitism. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-26/HL8001/ 
 

Religious Hatred 
Baroness Berridge [HL8059] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the answer 
by Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon on 21 April (HL Deb, col 762–4) on religiously motivated 
crime, whether they will provide details of which community groups the Home Secretary 
is engaging with in the "community round tables", and how many times each of those 
round tables have met in the past year. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: In his speech on countering extremism in July 2015, 
the Prime Minister said that he wanted to hear directly from those in our society 
who are challenging extremism. The Community Engagement Forum is one of the 
ways we are doing this. The Forums provide a platform for a wide range of 
partners to share their experiences and learn from each other. Attendance at the 
Forums is fluid to ensure Ministers can hear from a wide range of partners from a 
variety of backgrounds. 
To date, the Community Engagement Forum has met on 13 October 2015, 19 
November 2015 and 14 January 2016. A list of those that have attended is 
available in response to written parliamentary questions HL6419 and HC20784. 
Further community forums are planned for later this year. In addition, I myself 
have chaired round tables with different faith communities and leaders. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-27/HL8059/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-04-
21/debates/16042147000334/CrimeReligiouslyMotivatedCrime#debate-83457  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

See references to Yom HaShoah and the Kindertransport in Prime Minister’s 
Questions in the “Home Affairs” section above. 
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-26/HL8001/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-26/HL8001/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-27/HL8059/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-27/HL8059/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-04-21/debates/16042147000334/CrimeReligiouslyMotivatedCrime#debate-83457
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-04-21/debates/16042147000334/CrimeReligiouslyMotivatedCrime#debate-83457
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Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Palestinian Territories 
7. Ian Austin: What assessment she has made of the effectiveness of her Department’s 
spending in the Palestinian territories in achieving its aims. [904854] 

The Minister of State, Department for International Development (Mr 
Desmond Swayne): We are strengthening Palestinian institutions and supporting 
economic development. Last year, we supported 60,000 children in school and 
created thousands of jobs. Results are monitored quarterly. 

Ian Austin: Just 0.2%—2 pence in every £10—of the £72 million the Department spends 
in the Palestinian territories goes to co-existence projects bringing Palestinians and 
Israelis together through the Conflict, Security and Stability fund. Why will the 
Department not support Middle East Entrepreneurs of Tomorrow—MEET—which does 
brilliant work with Israeli and Palestinian students, or, for example, Save a Child’s Heart? 
Co-existence and humanitarian work are the two pillars on which peace and a two-state 
solution will be built. 

Mr Swayne: We spent £349 million between 2011 and 2015, and last year we 
spent £72 million. There is, of course, a difficulty when managing any number of 
very small projects and initiatives. However, I appreciate the importance the hon. 
Gentleman draws to this particular need, and I am happy to accommodate him 
and discuss it with him. 

Alan Duncan: May I urge my right hon. Friend to not just maintain our spending on the 
Palestinian Authority but even increase it? Do we not have an obligation to make a stand 
against the moral outrage of the continuing annexation, by the Israelis, of Palestinian 
land? 

Mr Swayne: The main effort of our interventions in the Palestinian territories 
remains to deliver an independent and stable Palestinian state. I cannot give any 
indication of finance now; an announcement will be made in due course. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-05-
04/debates/16050453000016/PalestinianTerritories  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Grahame Morris [35258] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what the Government's policy is on the proposal from the French government to 
convene a conference on the Israel-Palestine peace process. 

Tobias Ellwood: We are in close contact with the French about the proposed 
conference in Paris next month. We share the frustration at the lack of progress in 
the Middle East Peace Process. We believe that peace will ultimately only come 
through negotiations between the parties. Regional players, the EU and the 
Quartet can play a role in supporting progress. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-25/35258/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Andrew Percy [35367] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of reports that on 11 March 2016 on Palestinian 
television President Abbas described all of Israel as being an occupation of Palestinian 
territory. 

Tobias Ellwood:  While  we  have  not  made  an  assessment  of  these   specific  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-05-04/debates/16050453000016/PalestinianTerritories
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-05-04/debates/16050453000016/PalestinianTerritories
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-25/35258/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-25/35258/
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reports, we have urged the leadership of both the Palestinian and Israeli 
authorities to avoid engaging in, or encouraging, the type of action and language 
which will make it more difficult to achieve a peaceful negotiated solution to the 
conflict. Our Consul General in Jerusalem met with President Abbas on 17 March 
where he raised our concerns on incitement. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-25/35367/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Matthew Offord [35944] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what steps his Department is taking to discourage the commemoration of acts of 
violence against Israeli civilians in the Palestinian Authority. 

Tobias Ellwood: We have urged the leadership of both the Palestinian and Israeli 
authorities to avoid doing anything to encourage violence or any steps which will 
make it more difficult to achieve a peaceful negotiated solution to the conflict. Our 
Consul General in Jerusalem regularly raises such concerns with the Palestinian 
leadership, including with President Abbas at their last meeting in March. We 
continue to support Palestinian calls to reinstate the Tripartite Committee on 
Incitement as the appropriate channel to deal with allegations of Palestinian or 
Israeli incitement. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-27/35944/  
 

Israel: Bedouin 
Tom Brake [36019] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what representations he has made to the Israeli government on allegations that 
that government is withholding services for Bedouins who reside in the West Bank and in 
Israel. 

Tobias Ellwood: While we have not raised this specific issue with the Israeli 
authorities, we continue to raise our concerns with the Israeli authorities over 
demolitions and the treatment of the Bedouin community. We have supported 
Bedouin communities in Area C facing demolition or eviction through support to 
Rabbis for Human Rights and the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) legal aid 
programme. In regards to situation and demolitions of Bedouin villages in green-
line Israel such as Umm al-Hiran, a solution must respect the equality of all 
Israel’s citizens. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-28/36019/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Middle East: Water 
Baroness Deech [HL7884] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the effectiveness of the Middle East water research programme as a 
vehicle for collaboration between researchers in the UK, Israel and the Middle East. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Science and Innovation network and the 
British Council in Israel manage the Trilateral Water Research programme, which 
was launched in 2015. The effectiveness of the programme as a platform for 
cross border research can be measured by the fact that five research projects 
have been launched involving leading researchers in the water research field from 
Israel, the Occupied Palestinian Territories, Gaza, Morocco, Jordan and the UK. 
The projects look at varied aspects of water management in the region and seek 
to   provide   innovative   solutions   while   cementing   links   between  academic  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-25/35367/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-25/35367/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-27/35944/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-27/35944/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-28/36019/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-28/36019/
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institutions and facilitating cutting-edge research. 
The programme is subject to monitoring and evaluation procedures in two stages. 
The first is the selection process for acceptance into the programme and receipt 
of a research grant. This process is a robust academic selection mechanism 
involving scientific peer review and is managed centrally by the British Council’s 
London Institutional Links team in accordance with the procedures that govern the 
wider Global Institutional Links programme. 
The second stage of monitoring and evaluation will be during project 
implementation. Projects will be monitored via narrative and financial reporting, in 
addition to reporting on Researchfish, the British Council’s chosen research 
evaluation platform. Projects were contracted and finance awarded in April 2016 
so reports are not yet available. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-25/HL7884/  
 

Israel: Stem Cells 
Baroness Deech [HL7885] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the effectiveness of the stem cell research collaboration between British 
and Israeli scientists under the auspices of the Britain Israel Research and Academic 
Exchange Partnership. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The effectiveness of the Britain Israel Research 
and Academic Exchange Partnership (BIRAX) comes firstly from its robust 
selection process. All projects are assessed during the selection process for their 
quality of science and contribution to the scientific community by a selection panel 
of leading researchers in their field from the UK and Israel, and also by an 
anonymous peer review process, that includes leading researchers around the 
world. During their implementation, projects are monitored via yearly narrative and 
financial reporting, in addition to reporting on Researchfish. The British Council is 
planning a comprehensive evaluation exercise this year, which is the 
programme’s 5th year. 
In addition, the programme is being co-funded by leading health research 
organisations such as British Heart Foundation, Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation, Multiple Sclerosis Society and Parkinson's UK, who evaluate the 
projects before making their funding commitment and ensure their scientific 
excellence. 
While the projects are too recent to be assessed for their impact on the 
Regenerative Medicine scientific field, so far a number of publications have 
emanated from the programme, including a ground-breaking article in Cell by 
Professor Yaqub Hanna in collaboration with Professor Azim Surani from The 
University of Cambridge. The article was assessed by the journal to be their 
number one paper last year. Articles by BIRAX grantees have also been 
published in Nature, Cell Biology, Frontiers in Immunology, Cancer Stem Cells 
and International Innovation. 
The Programme is the only platform for bilateral cooperation between Israel and 
UK researchers in the field of regenerative medicine and stem cell research. Over 
30 labs are involved in the projects, and hundreds of scientists are working on the 
Programme’s project. Over 1000 scientists took part in the bi-annual BIRAX 
conferences, with the recent conference which took place at the University of 
Oxford, this April being the largest. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-25/HL7885/  
 

Israel: Medicine 
Baroness Deech [HL7886] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their assessment 
of the importance of the particular focus on  Alzheimer’s  and Type 1 Diabetes in the third  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-25/HL7884/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-25/HL7884/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-25/HL7885/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-25/HL7885/
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Britain Israel Research and Academic Exchange Partnership Research Call. 
Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The focus of the Britain Israel Research and 
Academic Exchange Partnership (BIRAX) Initiative is regenerative medicine, 
which can be applied to many fields of medical research. In addition to the 
regenerative medicine focus, the Initiative has supported more specific research 
areas, including Type 1 diabetes and neurodegenerative conditions. These areas 
have been identified as critical in both Israel and the UK, as well as globally, and 
as ones in which both countries have particular research expertise. The British 
Council works with leading research charities in the UK and globally, including 
British Heart Foundation, Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation, Multiple 
Sclerosis Society and Parkinson UK to provide mutual funding, and these areas 
have been highlighted as areas of joint interest. However it is important to note 
that it is the quality of the science that drives the BIRAX selection process, and 
that applications which do not come under these priorities but do meet the criteria 
have also been selected for funding in past calls. The third call for proposals will 
continue to evaluate proposals according to criteria outlined in the call’s guidelines 
and their scientific excellence. 
The focus on Alzheimer's and Type 1 Diabetes has the potential to bring upwards 
of £1.6 million additional funding (to add to the £7 million existing funding raised 
by the Initiative) to collaborative projects, of which at least 50 per cent is for use in 
UK universities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-25/HL7886/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL7907] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether, in the light of the 
remarks by the Foreign Secretary in 2010 that the window of opportunity for a two-state 
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict would have closed by 2016, they have plans to 
announce the end of the possibility of such a solution. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We believe a negotiated two-state solution 
remains the only way to end the Israeli-Palestinian conflict once and for all. We 
continue to press both sides strongly on the need to refrain from taking action 
which make peace more difficult. We believe that if both parties show the bold 
leadership and political strength necessary to find a way forward, a two-state 
solution remains possible. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-25/HL7907/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL7908] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they plan to 
take in response to Israel’s Jerusalem Municipality plan to demolish Palestinian homes to 
make way for a tourist complex in the Silwan neighbourhood of East Jerusalem. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised the specific issue of 
demolition of Palestinian homes to make way for the Kedem Compound. We are 
not aware of any impending home demolitions to make way for the site. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-25/HL7908/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL7910] To ask Her Majesty’s Government how many journalists 
have been imprisoned in the occupied Palestinian territories since October 2015 and 
what representations they have made to the government of Israel. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: As of the beginning of March 2016, we were 
aware of four Palestinian journalists from the West Bank arrested since October 
2015. We are also aware of a Gazan journalist who was detained for  seven hours  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-25/HL7886/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-25/HL7886/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-25/HL7907/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-25/HL7907/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-25/HL7908/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-25/HL7908/
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at Erez crossing. We are clear that journalists should have the necessary 
protection to do their jobs in safety, and strongly believe freedom of the media is 
an important human rights principle. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-25/HL7910/  
 

West Bank: Housing 
Baroness Tonge [HL7911] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by the Parliamentary Under-Secretary for the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office, Mr Tobias Ellwood, on 18 January (HC21629), what action they propose to take 
to prevent the forcible transfer of Bedouin in the West Bank by Israel. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We continue to raise our concerns with the Israeli 
authorities over demolitions and the treatment of the Bedouin community. We 
have supported Bedouin communities in Area C facing demolition or eviction 
through support to Rabbis for Human Rights and the Norwegian Refugee Council 
(NRC) legal aid programme. This helps individuals challenge decisions in the 
Israeli legal system. The NRC has successfully suspended demolitions and 
evictions so that Palestinians can remain in their homes in 99 per cent of the 
cases they represent. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-25/HL7911/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-08/21629/  
 
 

United Nations 

Palestine Refugee Agency’s Budget Uncertainties Add Needless Extra Suffering, 
Anguish, Secretary-General Says in Remarks on UNRWA’s Sustainability 
… [UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon:]  The unresolved plight of Palestine refugees — 
a community of 5.2 million people — is a great source of pain to me. … In today’s 
precarious Middle East, Palestine refugees are especially vulnerable.  The places where 
they reside are either overwhelmed by conflict or heavily stretched by the spillover effects 
from neighbouring areas. 
It is against this unstable background that UNRWA and its 30,000 staff provide vital 
human development and emergency relief services …  
Who would support Palestine refugees — a poor, vulnerable but remarkably resilient 
community — in the absence of UNRWA?  There is no doubt that sustaining UNRWA’s 
operations for Palestine refugees is in our collective interest.  Yet, barely nine months 
after my appeal to the General Assembly for UNRWA support, the Agency is again in 
dire need of resources. …  
Let us never forget the human consequences if we let Palestine refugees down:  more 
young people driven into despair; an increased risk of extremism; more poverty, loss of 
hope and dignity; and a Middle East region even more riven by conflict. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgsm17732.doc.htm  

TOP 
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-25/HL7911/
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Farm Produce (Labelling Requirements) 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/farmproducelabellingrequirements.html  

 
No Fault Divorce Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Death certification reforms (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  
 
Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf 
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 

TOP 
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