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Home Affairs 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Burial or Cremation (Delays) 
col 49WH  Mark Pawsey: … The purpose of this debate is to consider the increasing 
amount of time that is now occurring between a person dying and their subsequent burial 
or cremation. … 
[The all-party parliamentary group on funerals and bereavement] received written 
evidence suggesting that the average time between death and burial or cremation is 
some 15 days … Witnesses, however, noted that the time could vary significantly based 
on factors in the local area, whether the death was expected and whether the death 
occurred at home or in hospital. …  
In 2015, the National Association of Funeral Directors surveyed its members and it 
identified that families were waiting increasingly long to see a registrar after a death. 
Almost 70% of members reported that waiting times had increased over the previous 
year, with 49% of families waiting at least three days for an appointment and 15% waiting 
more than five days. … 
Our report … urged the Government to review their post-mortem arrangements … 
undertake a comprehensive review of the current state of burial and cremation in the UK, 
… [and] publish their proposals on death certification reform and to ensure that they 
address two key issues: reducing the number of people involved in the certification 
process; and enabling the provision of certification outside regular working hours. … 
Concerns were raised … about the comments of the national medical examiner, 
Professor Peter Furness, who said that, on average, the new death certification process 
“is taking approximately half a day longer than the old one”. There is a feeling that half a 
day is something of an underestimate. … 
… we know that the NHS is moving more towards a seven-day service, and it is believed 
that death facilities should do the same, so that out of hours service is available for those 
who need it. Many attendees at our feedback meeting highlighted the lack of consistency 
among coroners’ offices in terms of contact practices and the ability to offer non-invasive 
autopsy options. In particular, some witnesses highlighted that some coroner offices 
would not speak to funeral directors but wanted email communication instead. They 
advised us that emails sometimes go unanswered. … 

 

col 52WH  Matthew Offord: … Both the Jewish and Muslim traditions require that burial 
take place as soon as possible after death, preferably within 24 hours, but the process is 
sometimes affected adversely by the unavailability of any coroner out of hours, the 
absence of an appropriate doctor or the lack of available  facilities  in local  authorities for  
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rapid registration. …  
In the last week, a constituent of mine has been involved in a very difficult process. Liora 
Rosenberg was on a life support machine in Hampstead at the Royal London hospital. 
Unfortunately, on Saturday night she died. To compound her untimely death at the age of 
20, her parents were unable to obtain a death certificate over the weekend, meaning that 
burial is being delayed; the coroner for the Royal London hospital will not consider 
engaging with the issues surrounding Liora’s passing out of hours. It is adding to the grief 
of her family, who cannot commence the formal shiva—the Jewish period of mourning—
until after the funeral, which can be conducted only after the coroner concludes her 
investigations. 
I am aware that no one wants to interfere with the legal process, but we must be mindful 
of the problems faced by particular faith communities. … Will the Minister continue with 
the coroner reform programme to ensure that an out of hours coroner service is 
available? 
Within the Jewish tradition, there is a process called performing a mitzvah, a good deed 
on someone’s behalf. Lauren Rosenberg, Liora’s mother, has asked everyone to perform 
a mitzvah today. Will the Minister perform her mitzvah by ensuring that, in future, people 
have access to the coroner service and death certificates so that the dead can be buried 
appropriately and as soon as possible? … 

 

col 53WH  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Women and Equalities 
and Family Justice (Caroline Dinenage): …  responsibility for the period between 
death and burial or cremation lies across several different agencies—the Department of 
Health, local authorities, the police, coroners—all of which have different levels of 
autonomy. …  
… the Ministry of Justice has been considering how an out-of-hours coroner service can 
be achieved. Of course, this is of concern to faith communities, particularly the Jewish 
and Muslim communities, because without it … there can be a considerable delay, 
preventing the timely burial of loved ones that is required by certain faiths. 
My right hon. Friend the Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for Justice and I share 
that concern. Together, we have met members of the Jewish and Muslim communities, 
and separately I have met members of the Jewish community, and I have been working 
consistently with the London authorities, the Chief Coroner and the Metropolitan police to 
try to develop an out-of-hours service across London. 
Some progress has been made. In particular, I sense that the Metropolitan police now 
appreciate the urgency of recruiting a full complement of coroner’s officers to work “in 
hours” in each of the seven coroner areas that it covers. However, more needs to be 
done to cover the out-of-hours service, and we are doing all that we can to bring the 
various constituent parties together to achieve that. It is absolutely fundamental that we 
allow bereaved people of whatever faith to make their funeral arrangements quickly, 
preventing the distress that can be caused by delay. … 
The all-party group recommended that the Government monitor the efficacy of post-
mortem imaging, which in some cases can provide an alternative to the conventional 
invasive post-mortem examinations. The MOJ and the Department of Health are keeping 
up to date with developments in this procedure through their membership of the national 
post-mortem imaging board. …  
… proposed [death certification] reforms will introduce, for the first time, a unified system 
of scrutiny by independent medical examiners of all deaths in England and Wales that 
are not investigated by a coroner. This development will strengthen safeguards for the 
public, make the process simpler and more transparent, and improve the quality of 
certification and mortality data. An eye is being kept on the delays that he has referred to; 
the Department of Health is watching that issue very closely. … 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-05-
03/debates/1605032000004/BurialOrCremation(Delays)  
 
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-05-03/debates/1605032000004/BurialOrCremation(Delays)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-05-03/debates/1605032000004/BurialOrCremation(Delays)


 3 

 

Home Affairs Select Committee 

Naz Shah stands aside from Home Affairs Committee 
Naz Shah MP has informed the Home Affairs Committee that she will attend no further 
Committee meetings until matters involving her, relating to allegations of anti-Semitism, 
have been resolved. 
Rt Hon Keith Vaz MP, Chair of the Home Affairs Select Committee, has issued the 
following statement on Naz Shah MP's role on the Home Affairs Select Committee: 
"Naz Shah attended the private session of the Committee today and she has informed 
me and the Committee that she wishes to stand aside from all her duties until current 
matters are resolved. 
We have accepted her decision. She will not take part in any future matters concerning 
the Home Affairs Select Committee with immediate effect, until further notice. 
The Committee will now proceed with its inquiry into anti-Semitism, and we will begin 
calling witnesses including the Community Security Trust, the Jewish Board of Deputies, 
Ken Livingstone, and the Prime Minister, Jeremy Corbyn and Angus Robertson." 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/160503-naz-shah/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

United Nations 

Jerusalem Critical in Negotiated Two-State Solution to Palestine Question, Says 
Secretary-General’s Special Representative as International Conference Opens 
The historic and holy city of Jerusalem remained at the heart of any negotiated solution 
to the question of Palestine, United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon stressed 
today as the International Conference on the Question of Jerusalem opened … 
“We must strengthen and reassert collective international efforts aimed at preserving the 
two-State solution and shape a political horizon,” Mr. Ban said … 
Condemning the continuing clashes between Palestinians and Israeli security forces in 
the Occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem, he called on all sides to de-escalate 
tensions and respect the sanctity of holy sites.  He urged Israel to cease and reverse its 
settlement activities, describing that enterprise as illegal under international law, 
constituting a significant obstacle to peace. … 
Riad Malki, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the State of Palestine, declared:  “There is no 
two-State solution possible without East Jerusalem as the capital of Palestine.”  The 
Security Council must shoulder its responsibilities by addressing the Israeli settlement 
issue after years of “deafening silence”, he said.  Jerusalem was besieged, and Israel’s 
colonial war against Palestinians was led neighbourhood by neighbourhood, house by 
house and holy site by holy site, he said. … 
Said Abu Ali, Assistant Secretary-General and Head of the Palestinian and Arab 
Occupied Territories Sector of the League of Arab States, said the situation in Jerusalem 
was becoming more complicated due to Israel’s policy of Judaization and its attempt to 
obliterate the city’s identity. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/gapal1362.doc.htm  
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Other Relevant Information 

Kantor Centre /  European Jewish Congress 

General Analysis on Antisemitism Worldwide 2015 is published 
… Recent developments brought down the number of violent anti-Semitic cases 
perpetrated against Jews and Jewish sites … but the violent cases turned more cruel 
and murderous, in numbers unknown before; direct threats to gun down Jews escalated; 
the increasing flow of verbal and visual anti-Semitic expressions, mainly on social media, 
turned more threatening and insulting … 
The number of violent antisemitic incidents worldwide monitored by the Kantor Center in 
2015 is 410, a considerable decrease, of about 46% in comparison to 766 cases in 2014. 
This is the lowest number in the recent decade, yet it should be taken in consideration 
that 2014 was a very difficult year, especially due to the Protective Edge operation during 
the summer; that the number of violent cases in 2015 is more or less equal to that of 
2011, and that compared to 2013 the decrease in 2015 is about 26%. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://kantorcenter.tau.ac.il/event/general-analysis-antisemitism-worldwide-2015-published  
 
Antisemitism Worldwide 2015 
http://kantorcenter.tau.ac.il/sites/default/files/Report%202015%20with%20graphs.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Farm Produce (Labelling Requirements) 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/farmproducelabellingrequirements.html  

 
No Fault Divorce Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Death certification reforms (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  
 
 

http://kantorcenter.tau.ac.il/event/general-analysis-antisemitism-worldwide-2015-published
http://kantorcenter.tau.ac.il/sites/default/files/Report%202015%20with%20graphs.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/farmproducelabellingrequirements.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms
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Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf 
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 
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