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Home Affairs 

Scottish Parliament Oral Answers 

Hate Crime 
Sandra White: To ask the Scottish Government what recent discussions it has had with 
Police Scotland regarding tackling hate crime. (S5O-00205) 

The Minister for Community Safety and Legal Affairs (Annabelle Ewing): 
Scottish Government officials and Police Scotland are in regular touch to discuss 
tackling hate crime. Police Scotland takes all forms of hate crime extremely 
seriously and it monitors the level and type of incidents that are reported on a 
daily basis in order to provide the most effective and robust response to safeguard 
victims and community groups. It has not seen a significant increase in the level of 
reports being received since the European Union referendum in June. 
We encourage anyone who believes that they may have been a victim of hate 
crime to report it to the police, either directly or through their network of third-party 
reporting centres. 

Sandra White: The minister might be aware of the recent incident outside the St Enoch 
centre in Glasgow, where a far-right group calling itself national action organised a food 
bank collection for whites only. What steps can and will Police Scotland take to ensure 
that such discriminatory and racist action is stamped out? 

Annabelle Ewing: The behaviour that Sandra White mentioned is, of course, 
completely unacceptable, and we as a Government are committed to doing all 
that we can to stamp it out. Police Scotland is closely monitoring the situation and 
will not hesitate to take action against hate crime. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10546&i=97049#ScotP
arlOR  
 
 

Scottish Government 

Scotland “a more tolerant place” 
Prejudice based on people’s age, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, ethnicity 
or religion is falling across the board in Scotland. … 
… almost 70% of Scots feel everything possible should be done to rid Scotland of 
prejudice of all kinds. … 
Commenting on the survey findings, Equalities Secretary Angela Constance said: “These 
figures  show  clearly  that  Scotland  is  becoming  a  more tolerant place and therefore a  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10546&i=97049#ScotParlOR
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10546&i=97049#ScotParlOR
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better place to live for us all. … 
“However, while any kind of prejudice still exists we cannot afford to be complacent and 
this survey also shows there are areas where, as a welcoming and tolerant nation, we 
must challenge ourselves to do more. 
“No-one in Scotland should face discrimination and we will work tirelessly with 
communities and partners up and down the country to eradicate any form of intolerance 
where it still exists. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Scotland-a-more-tolerant-place-2c07.aspx 

 
Scottish Social Attitudes 2015: Attitudes to discrimination and positive action 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00506463.pdf 
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Holocaust 

European Council 

Speech by President Donald Tusk at the commemorative ceremony of Babi Yar 
massacre 
… It is understandable that in the face of the Holocaust, the living seek consolation in 
prayer. It is also understandable that we most often choose silence, because silence can 
be louder than a scream. We look for ways to honour the victims in the most dignified 
and suitable manner, to move into the shadow, in order to see better and to better 
understand what happened here, and in other places of Shoah. To better understand 
what happened with us, with the people and with the world, in the abyss we have found 
ourselves together with the victims, the perpetrators, and the witnesses. Yes, common 
silence and common prayer are indeed appropriate in such a place and time. But silence 
and prayers by themselves will not be enough if we want to avoid the great moral danger, 
which was, and still is, present in our collective experience. According to Timothy Snyder, 
a historian of the Holocaust, (and his reflection is still relevant today), "The moral danger 
after all, is never that one might become a victim but that one might be a perpetrator or a 
bystander." 
This is why, when we stand in silence at this mass grave, we need to remember that it is 
our daily duty to cry out at the top of our voice, and to act - always - when innocent 
people are killed, when the strong attack the weak, when children become the target of 
warplanes and rockets. 
Confronted with evil and violence, humankind cannot be divided only into victims, 
perpetrators and bystanders. We must try to emulate those, who are called the 
Righteous Among the Nations. If we do not, why should the Lord hear our voice? Why 
should his ears be attentive to our pleas for mercy? … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/09/29-tusk-speech-
babiyar-kiev/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

The role and purpose of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (closing 
date 19 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/Inquiries/CallForEvidenceCOPFS.pdf  
 
Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_MembersBills/20160628_FINAL_CONSULTATION_Word_-
_version_for_publication.pdf 
 
Proposals for the Provision of Strategic Support to the Voluntary and Community Sector 
[including faith-based organisations] in Northern Ireland 2017-2021 (closing date 2 
November 2016) 
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-
support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland 
 
Police Scotland Equalities Outcomes Review (closing date 9 November 2016) 
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/decision-making/public-consultation/equalities-
outcomes-review 
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