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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Library 

Diversity in the UK's democratic institutions 
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-7720/CBP-7720.pdf  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Housing 
Barry Sheerman [45895] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with the Israeli government and the 
Palestinian Authority on the expansion of Israeli settlements into (a) Susiya, (b) Umm al-
Hiran and (c) other areas occupied by Palestinian Bedouins. 

Tobias Ellwood: The increase in Israeli demolitions and illegal settlement 
expansion remains an area of serious concerns for the UK Government. On 7 
September, during a meeting with Israeli Defence Minister Lieberman in London, I 
raised our concerns about settlements and demolitions. I also issued a statement 
on 2 September stating that the UK Government was deeply concerned by reports 
regarding over 450 new settlement units in the West Bank. 
And as I told the House recently, our Embassy in Tel Aviv has repeatedly raised 
our opposition to demolitions with the Israeli authorities, including our specific 
concerns about Susiya, and urged them to provide a legal route for Palestinian 
construction. On 18 August officials from the British Consulate General in 
Jerusalem, along with an official from our Embassy in Tel Aviv, visited Susiya 
again to highlight our serious concern and demonstrate our continuing support for 
the village. Our officials most recently raised Susiya with Defence Minister 
Lieberman on 24 August. 
Umm al-Hiran is in Israel. The UK has been encouraging the Israeli authorities 
and Bedouin communities to find a satisfactory solution to Umm al-Hiran, 
respecting the equality of all of Israel’s citizens in a way which avoids forcible 
relocations. 
 

http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-7720/CBP-7720.pdf
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-09-12/45895/  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-
settlement-units-in-the-west-bank 

 

The information provided to the House referred to above consisted of a written answer 
which can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-09-02/44232/  
 

Israel: Bedouin 
Barry Sheerman [45896] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what steps he is taking to help promote and protect the human rights of the 
Bedouin community in Israel and the Occupied Territories. 

Tobias Ellwood: The UK is firmly committed to the promotion and protection of 
human rights and compliance with international law in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories (OPTs). We have a regular dialogue with the Government of Israel with 
regard to the implementation of their obligations under international law, and 
regularly and robustly raise our serious concerns on issues relating to Israeli 
actions in the OPTs. 
We have supported Bedouin communities and Palestinians in Area C facing 
demolition or eviction through support to Rabbis for Human Rights and the 
Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) legal aid programme. This helps individuals 
challenge decisions in the Israeli legal system. The NRC has successfully 
suspended demolitions and evictions so that Palestinians can remain in their 
homes in 97% of the cases they represent. 
The treatment of the Bedouin within Green Line Israel is a separate matter. We 
have been encouraging the Israeli authorities and Bedouin communities to find a 
satisfactory solution to this issue, respecting the equality of all of Israel’s citizens 
in a way which avoids forced relocations. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-09-12/45896/  
 

 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-01731 Adam Tomkins: Shimon Peres – That the Parliament notes with sadness 
the death of Israel’s former President and Prime Minister, Shimon Peres, who has died 
aged 93; sends its condolences to his family and to all of the Israeli people as they 
mourn his passing; recognises the central role that he played in Israeli history as one of 
the founding fathers of the state of Israel; applauds what it sees as the outstanding 
contribution that he made to seeking peace in the Middle East, in respect of which he 
was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1994, and hopes that his memory may be a 
blessing and that everyone living in Israel may enjoy peace and security. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-01731 
 
 

Council of Europe 

Statement by Presidents Tusk and Juncker on the passing away of former Israeli 
President Shimon Peres 
… With the death of the former President the world has lost a true champion of peace. 
An icon on the world stage who will be dearly missed for his unwavering dedication to co- 
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existence in the Middle East and between all peoples. He was instrumental in forging 
close ties of friendship and cooperation between Israel and other parts of the world, 
including Europe. 
His long career as a senior official, a minister, prime minister and most recently as 
President was dedicated to building a strong and secure State of Israel. But he also 
remained convinced that his vision for Israel could only be achieved if the Palestinians 
were allowed to have a state as well, living in peace and security alongside Israel. Even 
in the darkest of hours he stuck to the vision of a two-state solution. This will be his 
enduring legacy. 
He was a man of tremendous wit, humour, charm, hard work and dedication. Our hearts 
go out to Shimon Peres' family, who has lost a father and grandfather. Israel has lost a 
great statesman and Europe has lost a great friend and partner. 
Peres never lost his faith in peace. We must keep his legacy alive by continuing his 
unflagging efforts for peace, cooperation and coexistence in the Middle East and 
globally. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/09/28-tusk-juncker-
statement-death-peres/  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Parliament 

Between hope and fear: the future of Jewish communities in Europe 
Anti-Semitism continues to be a problem in Europe with every fifth Jew having 
experienced verbal or physical violence. On 27 September MEPs and representatives 
from Jewish communities gathered in the European Parliament to debate anti-Semitism 
and the future of Jews in Europe. … 
Opening the session Parliament Vice-President Antonio Tajani, an Italian member of the 
EPP group, said he was concerned about  the decline in the number of Jews in Europe: 
from two million in 1991 to 1.4 million in 2010. He also said he regretted the attacks they 
are subject to: “Jewish people should be able to live in peace in Europe, respected like 
anyone else. They should be able to display their faith, their identity, without being 
attacked." … 
“Jews are confronted with insults, discrimination, and harassment, sometimes physical 
violence, sometimes they are murdered like in Paris, Brussels or Amsterdam,” said 
Francis Kalifat, president of the Conseil Représentatif des Institutions Juives de France. 
… 
“We make a great mistake if we think anti-Semitism is a threat only to Jews. It is a threat, 
first and foremost, to Europe and to the freedoms it took centuries to achieve,” said Lord 
Jonathan Sacks, the Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew Congregations of the 
Commonwealth. “No society that has fostered anti-Semitism has ever sustained liberty or 
human rights or religious freedom. Every society driven by hate begins by seeking to 
destroy its enemies, but ends by destroying itself." … 
French philosopher Bernard-Henri Levy [said]: "I don’t think the situation is as dramatic 
and tragic as some people make it out to be. “In 1930 the Jews were alone," he said, 
"Today Jews do have allies." Levy added: “I don’t know of any European county or 
institutions which display institutional anti-Semitism." … 
President Schulz added: “If we do not want Europe to destroy itself, then we all need to 
stand together, politicians and religious leaders.  If  we win the  fight for  the hearts of our  
 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/09/28-tusk-juncker-statement-death-peres/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/09/28-tusk-juncker-statement-death-peres/
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citizens, if we succeed in pushing back hate, then we still have a chance in saving the 
soul of Europe." 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160926STO44014/between-hope-
and-fear-the-future-of-jewish-communities-in-europe  
 
 

Office for Security and Cooperation in Europe 

Education, security and coalition-building at the heart of OSCE/ODIHR project on 
addressing anti-Semitism and other forms of intolerance 
The OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) is unveiling 
today a project focused on addressing the security needs of Jewish communities, 
fostering coalition building among different communities, and countering anti-Semitism 
through education, at an event in Warsaw. 
The official launch of the Turning Words Into Action to Address Anti-Semitism project, 
which is financed by Germany, on the initiative of the German parliament, is being held at 
the POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews, in Warsaw. The project will run from 
2016 to the end of 2018. … 
Eberhard Pohl, Germany’s OSCE Ambassador and Chair of the OSCE Permanent 
Council in 2016, said: “Anti-Semitism is a danger not only for Jewish people. 
Discrimination and intolerance affect individual human beings, however, they must be of 
concern to all citizens and society at large.” 
Felix Klein, Special Representative of the German Foreign Office for relations with Jewish 
organizations, urged all to stand firm with a broad alliance of governments, and 
international and non-governmental organizations in embedding the fight against all 
forms of anti-Semitism in our societies and political cultures. … 
Upcoming activities within the framework of the project include the publication of a toolkit 
to address policies and practical aspects to promote the security of Jewish communities 
in line with the international human rights framework, as well consultations with 
governments, education experts and community representatives on the best ways to 
produce education policy guidance and supporting materials for teachers.  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/269926 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160926STO44014/between-hope-and-fear-the-future-of-jewish-communities-in-europe
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160926STO44014/between-hope-and-fear-the-future-of-jewish-communities-in-europe
http://www.osce.org/odihr/269926
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html
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Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

The role and purpose of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (closing 
date 19 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/Inquiries/CallForEvidenceCOPFS.pdf  
 
Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_MembersBills/20160628_FINAL_CONSULTATION_Word_-
_version_for_publication.pdf 
 
Proposals for the Provision of Strategic Support to the Voluntary and Community Sector 
[including faith-based organisations] in Northern Ireland 2017-2021 (closing date 2 
November 2016) 
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-
support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland 
 
Police Scotland Equalities Outcomes Review (closing date 9 November 2016) 
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/decision-making/public-consultation/equalities-
outcomes-review 
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