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Home Affairs 

Scottish Parliament Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments 
Committee  

Report: Complaint against Sandra White MSP 
… 2.3 The complaint relates to the respondent’s actions in re-tweeting a cartoon showing 
piglets suckling from a sow bearing the name “ROTHSCHILD” and a picture 
incorporating the Star of David symbol. The piglets are separately identified by: a union 
jack flag and “MI5”; “MOSSAD” and “ISIS”; “AL-QAEDA”; a stars and stripes flag and 
“CIA”; an Israeli flag; and “BOKO HARAM”. … 
4.4 At interview, the respondent accepted that she had re-tweeted the cartoon, but 
explained that she had done so accidentally, on a weekend evening, when in fact she 
was attempting to delete it from her twitter account. Ms White demonstrated how she 
thought this had occurred, using her iPhone. She had been unaware that the cartoon 
was still on her twitter account until she was notified of a complaint made by the Scottish 
Council of Jewish Communities to the SNP headquarters on the following Monday. The 
respondent explained that, at that point, she had arranged for one of her staff to remove 
the cartoon from her twitter account, and had submitted an apology. Following further 
correspondence with the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities, the respondent issued 
a second apology by letter. … 
4.8 The cartoon to which the complaint relates is clearly offensive, in the sense of being 
anti-Semitic. … 
6.1 I have concluded that the respondent has not breached paragraphs 5.1.1 or 5.1.2 of 
the Code. Although the cartoon which she re-tweeted was offensive and could in other 
circumstances have been regarded as bringing discredit upon the Parliament, I am 
satisfied that (a) the respondent did not intend to re-tweet the cartoon, the content of 
which she decried (b) the respondent issued a full apology as soon as she was made 
aware of her error in re-tweeting the cartoon … 
To read the full report see 
http://www.parliament.scot/Reports/SPPAS052016R01.pdf 
 

 

Northern Ireland Assembly Written Answer 

Collective worship in school assemblies 
Barry McElduff: To ask the Minister of Education whether his Department plans to allow 
pupils at post-GCSE level of study to opt out from collective worship in school 
assemblies. (AQW 2928/16-21) 

 

http://www.parliament.scot/Reports/SPPAS052016R01.pdf
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Parental consent is required in order for pupils to opt out of collective worship in 
school assemblies. I have no plans to change this. 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=271904  
 
 

CST 

Lessons Learned? Reflections on Antisemitism and the Holocaust 
https://cst.org.uk/data/file/7/7/Lessons-Learned-HET-CST.1474643542.pdf  
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Israel 

European Union 

Statement by the Quartet's Principals 
… The Quartet … expressed concern about recent actions on the ground that run 
counter to its recommendations. In particular:   

 The Quartet emphasized its strong opposition to ongoing settlement activity, which 
is an obstacle to peace, and expressed its grave concern that the acceleration of 
settlement construction and expansion in Area C and East Jerusalem, including 
the retroactive “legalization” of existing units, and the continued high rate of 
demolitions of Palestinian structures, are steadily eroding the viability of the two 
state solution.   

 The Quartet expressed serious concern for the continuing dire humanitarian 
situation in Gaza, exacerbated by the closures of the crossings as well as for the 
illicit arms build-up and activity by militant Palestinian groups, including rockets 
fired towards Israel, which increase the risk of renewed conflict. In addition, 
advancing Palestinian national unity on the basis of the PLO platform and Quartet 
principles remains a priority. 

 The Quartet condemned the recent resurgence of violence and called on all sides 
to take all necessary steps to de-escalate tensions by exercising restraint, 
preventing incitement, refraining from provocative actions and rhetoric, and 
protecting the lives and property of all civilians.     

The Quartet stressed the growing urgency of taking affirmative steps to reverse these 
trends in order to prevent entrenching a one-state reality of perpetual occupation and 
conflict that is incompatible with realizing the national aspirations of both peoples. … 
 To read the full press release see 
http://eeas.europa.eu/node/10385_en  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  
 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=271904
https://cst.org.uk/data/file/7/7/Lessons-Learned-HET-CST.1474643542.pdf
http://eeas.europa.eu/node/10385_en
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html
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Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

The role and purpose of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (closing 
date 19 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/Inquiries/CallForEvidenceCOPFS.pdf  
 
Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_MembersBills/20160628_FINAL_CONSULTATION_Word_-
_version_for_publication.pdf 
 
Proposals for the Provision of Strategic Support to the Voluntary and Community Sector 
[including faith-based organisations] in Northern Ireland 2017-2021 (closing date 2 
November 2016) 
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-
support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland 
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