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Home Affairs 

Scottish Government 

Tackling hate crime 
… Addressing the issue of hate crime should be a priority for the whole of society, according 
to an independent report published today … [that] sets out a number of recommendations 
on how to help tackle hate crime and prejudice, and build greater community cohesion. This 
includes the need for stronger partnership working at a national and local level, better data 
collection on incidents and an approach that is based on prevention and education. … 
Cabinet Secretary for Equalities Angela Constance said: “…The Scottish Government is 
committed to doing all that we can to prevent and eradicate hate crime and prejudice, and 
build community cohesion. 
“Let me be clear - there is absolutely no place for bigotry and prejudice in Scotland. 
“As a nation, we have a long history of welcoming people of all nationalities and faiths, and 
we are committed to supporting their integration into our communities. …” 
Cabinet Secretary for Justice Michael Matheson added: “Everyone has the right to be safe 
and to feel safe in their communities. …  
I would encourage anyone who believes they have been a victim of hate crime to report it to 
the police immediately. … We are continuing to work closely with our key partners and 
community leaders to ensure people feel protected in Scotland, and anyone found to be 
engaging in hate crime will feel the full force of the law.” … 
Duncan Morrow, Chair of the Independent Advisory Group [said]: “We found that hate crime 
remains an all too real issue with real effects on individuals, families, communities and 
social cohesion. Attacks spread fear to all those who know that they too could face the 
same violence, and isolates the victims from the rest of society. …  
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Tackling-hate-crime-2b97.aspx 
 
Report of Independent Advisory Group on Hate Crime, Prejudice and Community 
Cohesion 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00506074.pdf  
 
 

Northern Ireland Executive 

We must eradicate racial intolerance and hate crime – Fearon and Ross 
Junior  Ministers  Megan Fearon and  Alastair Ross today  addressed the  Good  Practice  
 

http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Tackling-hate-crime-2b97.aspx
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00506074.pdf
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Plus conference which focused on tackling racial and religious hate crime. … 
Megan Fearon said: “All too often we hear of hate crimes and we know many more take 
place which don’t make the headlines.  These despicable attacks leave individuals, 
families and the community traumatised and uncertain about their future. … 
It is encouraging race motivated hate crimes have decreased this year and the Executive 
is committed to zero tolerance.  The attitudes and behaviours which give rise to these 
crimes are unacceptable and we will not let them go unchallenged. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk/news/we-must-eradicate-racial-intolerance-and-
hate-crime-fearon-and-ross 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

United Nations 

At UN, Prime Minister Netanyahu says Israeli-Palestinian conflict is ‘not about 
settlements’ but existence of a Jewish State 
The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has never been about settlements, or about establishing a 
Palestinian state, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu told the United Nations General 
Assembly today, saying “it’s always been about the existence of a Jewish State […] in 
any boundary.” 
Taking the world body’s podium shortly after Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, 
Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu said: “The state of Israel is ready. I am ready to 
negotiate all final status, but one thing I will never negotiate is the right to the one and 
only Jewish state.” 
He went on to stress that “the issue of settlements is a real one” that can and must be 
resolved in final status negotiations, but added: “When the Palestinians finally say 'yes' to 
a Jewish State, we will be able to end this conflict once and for all.” 
“Now here is the tragedy. The Palestinians are not only trapped in the past,” he said. 
“Their leaders are poisoning the future,” he said referring to the region’s children. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=55041#.V-Q2AJN96nY  
 
Palestinians still long for peace, but will never accept ‘temporary solutions,’ 
President Abbas tells UN 
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas called on world leaders gathered at the United 
Nations General Assembly to declare 2017 “the international year to end the Israeli 
occupation of our land and our people,” and exert all efforts to end the decades of 
injustice imposed upon the Palestinian people and provide a unique opportunity for 
peace, stability and coexistence to prevail in the region. 
In his address to the Assembly’s annual general debate, president Abbas declared that 
“there is no way to defeat terrorism and extremism, no way to achieve security and 
stability in our region without ending the Israeli occupation of Palestine and ensuring the 
freedom and independence of the Palestinian people.” 
“Our hand remains outstretched for making peace,” he continued, but noted that the 
question that keeps presenting itself over and over again is if there is any leadership in 
Israel that desires to make a true peace and “that will abandon the mentality of 
hegemony, expansionism and colonization, and that will recognize the rights of our 
people and will end the historic injustice inflicted upon them?” … 
 “There is no conflict between us and the Jewish religion and its people,” Mr. Abbas said, 
adding that “our conflict is with the Israeli occupation of our land.” 
 

https://www.executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk/news/we-must-eradicate-racial-intolerance-and-hate-crime-fearon-and-ross
https://www.executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk/news/we-must-eradicate-racial-intolerance-and-hate-crime-fearon-and-ross
https://gadebate.un.org/en/71/israel
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=55041#.V-Q2AJN96nY
https://gadebate.un.org/en/71/palestine-state
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“We respect the Jewish religion and condemn the catastrophe that befell the Jewish 
people in World War II in Europe, and view it as one of the most heinous crimes 
perpetrated against humanity,” he said. 
It has been 100 years since the notorious Balfour Declaration, by which Britain gave, 
without any right, authority or consent from anyone, the land of Palestine to another 
people, he said, explaining that this paved the road for the Nakba of Palestinian people 
and their dispossession and displacement from their land. Britain should bear “its historic, 
legal, political, material and moral responsibilities for the consequences of this 
Declaration, including an apology to the Palestinians. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=55036#.V-Q1VJN96nY  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Parliament 

What future for the Jewish communities in Europe? 
The current situation in Europe of Anti-Semitism and future prospects for Europe’s 
Jewish communities will be debated at a conference hosted by European Parliament 
President Martin Schulz and First Vice-President Antonio Tajani in Parliament’s premises 
on Tuesday afternoon. Anti-Semitism and attacks against Jews in Europe have grown in 
recent years. … Antonio Tajani said: “The faces of anti-Semitism are many, but the virus 
is one. Deluding ourselves that Europe is immune is the biggest mistake. There is no 
incentive  to keep our guard up if we fail to see that anti-Semitism is still alive among us 
too, even where persecution and discrimination have eliminated any Jewish presence. 
The greatest danger for Europe is to be impoverished in its history and culture by a slow 
and steady exodus of European Jews. It is against this risk that we must be united and 
determined”. … 
You can follow the whole debate via webstreaming here. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160923IPR43827/what-future-for-
the-jewish-communities-in-europe 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  
 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 
 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=55036#.V-Q1VJN96nY
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/other-events/video?event=20160927-1500-SPECIAL
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160923IPR43827/what-future-for-the-jewish-communities-in-europe
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160923IPR43827/what-future-for-the-jewish-communities-in-europe
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html
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Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

The role and purpose of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (closing 
date 19 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/Inquiries/CallForEvidenceCOPFS.pdf  
 
Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_MembersBills/20160628_FINAL_CONSULTATION_Word_-
_version_for_publication.pdf 
 
Proposals for the Provision of Strategic Support to the Voluntary and Community Sector 
[including faith-based organisations] in Northern Ireland 2017-2021 (closing date 2 
November 2016) 
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-
support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland 
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