
 1 

 

20 September 2016 
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

 

Contents 

Home Affairs 

Israel 

Relevant Legislation 

Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 

Welsh Government 

Taking Wales Forward 2016-2021 
http://gov.wales/docs/strategies/160920-taking-wales-forward-en.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Palestinian Authority 
Ian Austin [45929] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, whether 
her Department has made a recent assessment of the level of adherence by the 
Palestinian National Authority to the principle of non-violence set out in the Memorandum 
of Understanding between her Department and that authority; and if she will make a 
statement. 

James Wharton: The UK deplores incitement to violence on both sides of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and takes the issue of incitement extremely seriously. 
When incidents of incitement to violence do occur, we do not hesitate to raise and 
condemn these with the Palestinian Authority. The UK raises the issue of 
incitement as part of the FCO-led UK-Palestinian strategic dialogue, most recently 
in February this year. HMG’s assessment is that the Palestinian Authority is not in 
breach of the Memorandum of Understanding. The UK continues to encourage 
the leaderships of both the PA and Israel to re-engage in the Trilateral Committee 
on Anti-Incitement. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-09-12/45929/  
 

Palestinian Authority 
Ian Austin [45930] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, when 
her Department last made a formal assessment of the Palestinian National Authority's 
adherence to its commitment to ensure that the human rights of all citizens are respected 
without exception as set out in the Memorandum of Understanding between her 
Department and that authority; and if she will make a statement. 
 

http://gov.wales/docs/strategies/160920-taking-wales-forward-en.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-09-12/45929/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-09-12/45929/
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James Wharton: The last formal assessment of the Palestinian Authority’s (PA) 
commitment to the Partnership Principles, including the PA’s commitment to 
respecting human rights, was carried out in May 2016. Our assessment is that the 
PA continues to deliver on the Partnership Principles, even under increasingly 
fragile and volatile conditions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-09-12/45930/  
 

NHS: Drugs 
Eric Pickles [46302] To ask the Secretary of State for Health, if he will assess the 
additional costs to the NHS if Israeli-owned or Israeli-based companies were banned 
from supplying generic medicines to the NHS. 

David Mowat: We do not routinely collect information on where pharmaceutical 
manufacturers are based, or whether they have connections with particular 
countries. Any company with the necessary regulatory authorisations can supply 
medicines to the National Health Service. However, some 100 million prescription 
items for medicines used in the community in England are estimated to come from 
companies based in Israel. This includes some medicines where one of these 
companies will be the main supplier. Banning these supplies would most likely 
cause significant shortages of some medicines important for patient health and 
have a significant impact on competition and in all likelihood increase prices paid 
by the NHS. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-09-13/46302/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL1638] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they are taking 
to prevent the continued demolition of Palestinian homes. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We continue to raise our serious concerns over 
this issue with the Israeli Government at all levels. On 07 September, the 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my Hon. 
Friend the Member for Bournemouth East (Mr Ellwood) emphasised our concerns 
about demolitions with Israeli Defence Minister Lieberman during their meeting. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-06/HL1638/  
 

Bilal Kayed 
Baroness Tonge [HL1639] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they are taking 
in response to the concern expressed by the UN Coordinator for Humanitarian 
Assistance and Development Aid in the occupied Palestinian territory about the declining 
health of Bilal Kayid. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: According to an agreement made between Mr. 
Kayid and the Israeli Government, Mr. Kayid’s administrative detention will not be 
renewed past 12 December. Our Embassy in Tel Aviv regularly raises our 
concerns over the use of administrative detention with the Israeli authorities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-06/HL1639/  
 

Gaza: Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL1640] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the case for ending the siege of  Gaza in the light of the new data released  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-09-12/45930/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-09-12/45930/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-09-13/46302/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-09-13/46302/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-06/HL1638/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-06/HL1638/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-06/HL1639/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-06/HL1639/
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by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs confirming that Israel’s 
blockade on the Gaza Strip tightened during July and the warning from the UN that Gaza 
will be uninhabitable by 2020. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not made any assessment on this 
specific issue, we remain deeply concerned by the situation in Gaza. We continue 
to press for urgent measures to relieve the humanitarian suffering of those in 
Gaza and urge donors to disburse their Gaza pledges. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-06/HL1640/  
 

Gaza: Humanitarian Aid 
Baroness Tonge [HL1641] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they intend to 
take in the light of the call by the UN Coordinator for Humanitarian Aid and Development 
Activities for international support to improve the living conditions of those living in Gaza 
and to lift the blockade. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The UK remains deeply concerned by the 
situation in Gaza. As my hon friend the Minister of State Rory Stewart is new to 
his role, he is conducting a full examination of our work in the OPTs, including our 
support to Gaza. UK aid helps to provide basic services and support economic 
development in Gaza. The UK government continues to press for a sustainable 
political solution which will address Israel’s legitimate security concerns whilst 
opening up movement and access. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-06/HL1641/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL1642] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they will make 
representations to the government of Israel in the light of the concern expressed by the 
UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine about the death of a refugee and the high 
number of civilian injuries from live ammunition on 16 August during an Israeli military 
incursion into Fawwar refugee camp. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not made specific representations 
to the Israeli authorities over this issue, we have regularly raised our concerns 
with the Israeli authorities about the Israel Defence Forces' (IDF) use of live fire, 
urging robust and transparent investigations where appropriate. We understand 
the IDF is currently investigating the circumstances of the death. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-06/HL1642/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL1643] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they will make 
representations to the government of Israel following reports that Israeli forces prevented 
an ambulance from taking an injured person from Fawwar refugee camp on 16 August. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not made representations to the Israeli 
authorities over this specific issue. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-06/HL1643/  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Lord Polak [HL1716] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they will provide the 
names of the receiver organisations currently reported as "Supplier Name Withheld" for 
the £5.49 million in disbursements given to the Norwegian Refugee Council for legal 
assistance in the West Bank and Gaza from September 2013 to May 2016. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: All disbursements listed on the Development 
Tracker  for the programme entitled  ‘Norwegian  Refugee  Council  (NRC):  Legal  

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-06/HL1640/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-06/HL1640/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-06/HL1641/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-06/HL1641/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-06/HL1642/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-06/HL1642/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-06/HL1643/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-06/HL1643/
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Assistance to prevent demolitions and displacement in the OPTs’ have been 
made directly to the NRC, which is the supplier for this programme. Due to a 
technical issue inherent in the Development Tracker management information 
system, some supplier names appear as withheld when in fact they should be 
published. Our central management information team is working on a solution to 
this problem. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-08/HL1716/  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Lord Polak [HL1717] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what were the total values of UK 
aid disbursements in the Palestinian territories given for the purpose of (1) legal 
assistance, and (2) promoting peaceful co-existence, in each of the last five years for 
which figures are available. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: In each of the last five years the UK has provided 
the following support for legal assistance in the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
(OPTs): 

Year Disbursement 

2012/2013 £340,000 

2013/2014 £2,011,000 

2014/2015 £2,550,000 

2015/2016 £2,655,000 

2016/2017 £1,000,000* 

Total £8,556,000 

*as this is the current financial year, this figure is subject to change. 
The DFID Secretary of State is currently considering options for co-existence 
programmes as part of a wider examination of DFID’s programme in the OPTs. 
The FCO has supported several co-existence projects in Israel. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-08/HL1717/  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Lord Polak [HL1718] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the reports of a 
senior World Vision official in Gaza diverting funds to Hamas, what steps they are taking 
to ensure that UK aid given to projects in Gaza and the West Bank is not 
misappropriated. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The recent allegations against the senior World 
Vision official in Gaza are deeply concerning. DFID does not fund World Vision 
operations in Gaza or the Occupied Palestinian Territories more widely. DFID’s 
programmes are subject to stringent safeguards. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-08/HL1718/  
 

UNRWA: Finance 
Lord Judd [HL1776] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what response they are making, 
both bilaterally and multilaterally, to the statement on 8 September of the Commissioner-
General of the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine at the extraordinary general 
meeting called to discuss the acute financial challenges currently faced by the 
organisation. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The UK is a long-term supporter of the UN Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), and we regularly discuss 
with UNRWA how it can resolve its financial situation. The UK remains committed 
to supporting the Agency and Palestinian refugees at this difficult time in the 
region. My officials are in close contact with UNRWA’s senior management  about  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-08/HL1716/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-08/HL1716/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-08/HL1717/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-08/HL1717/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-08/HL1718/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-08/HL1718/
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the current funding position. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-12/HL1776/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

The role and purpose of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (closing 
date 19 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/Inquiries/CallForEvidenceCOPFS.pdf  
 
Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_MembersBills/20160628_FINAL_CONSULTATION_Word_-
_version_for_publication.pdf 
 
Proposals for the Provision of Strategic Support to the Voluntary and Community Sector 
[including faith-based organisations] in Northern Ireland 2017-2021 (closing date 2 
November 2016) 
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-
support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland 
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