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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Home Office announces support for groups tackling extremism 
… Organisations with a track record of promoting community cohesion and tackling 
extremism are being encouraged to bid for support as part of the first wave of 
the Building a Stronger Britain Together programme. This 4-year initiative delivers a key 
strand of the the government’s counter-extremism strategy published last year and aims 
to promote and strengthen positive mainstream voices across Britain. … 
Sarah Newton, Minister for Vulnerability, Safeguarding and Countering Extremism, said: 
We are Great Britain because we are a proud, diverse society united by values such as 
democracy, free speech, mutual respect and opportunity for all. 
Extremists threaten these values, promoting hatred and intolerance and causing harm to 
communities and individuals. This includes far right groups who encourage anti-Muslim 
hatred and anti-semitism. … 
Groups can apply online for in-kind support up to a value of £75,000, or grant funding up 
to £50,000. In-kind support might include social media training, help setting up a website 
or advice on media activity. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/home-office-announces-support-for-groups-
fighting-extremism  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Lord Palmer of Childs Hill [HL1505] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of 
the remarks regarding litigation over the Balfour Declaration made by the Foreign Affairs 
Minister and the President of the Palestinian Authority, what representations they have 
made to the Palestinian Authority regarding a return to direct negotiations without 
preconditions between it and the government of Israel. 

Baroness  Anelay  of  St  Johns:    Officials   from    our    Consulate-General   in  
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/building-a-stronger-britain-together
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counter-extremism-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/home-office-announces-support-for-groups-fighting-extremism
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/home-office-announces-support-for-groups-fighting-extremism
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Jerusalem have discussed the remarks about litigation with Palestinian officials 
and politicians. We continue to urge a negotiated solution to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict, although we have not called for a return to direct bilateral negotiations 
without preconditions. The UK’s vision for a future two-state solution is clear. It 
should be based on 1967 borders with agreed land swaps, Jerusalem as the 
shared capital of both states, and with a just, fair and agreed settlement for 
refugees. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-05/HL1505/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Lord Palmer of Childs Hill [HL1506] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of 
the remarks made by the Foreign Affairs Minister of the Palestinian Authority calling for 
legal action against the UK over the Balfour Declaration, what representations they have 
made to the Palestinian Authority regarding the delegitimising of the State of Israel. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials from our Consulate-General in 
Jerusalem have discussed the remarks with Palestinian officials and politicians. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-05/HL1506/  
 

Drugs: Israel 
Sir Eric Pickles [45475] To ask the Secretary of State for Health, if he will make an 
estimate of the annual (a) volume and (b) value of medicines supplied by Israeli-owned 
or Israeli-based companies to the NHS. 

Nicola Blackwood: This information is not collected centrally. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-09-07/45475/  
 
 

House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee 

See references to Hamas in the extract from the Foreign Affairs Committee Inquiry 
into Political Islam in the “Foreign Affairs” section below. 
 
 

United Nations 

Two-state solution to Israel-Palestine conflict at risk of giving way to ‘one-state 
reality,’ warns Ban. 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today called for intensified efforts to 
encourage Israelis and Palestinians to take the difficult steps required to change the 
current destructive trajectory of the conflict, which is heading towards a “one-state reality” 
rather than a peaceful resolution. 
“Twenty-three years ago, almost to the day, the first Oslo Accord was signed between 
Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organisation,” the Secretary-General told the Security 
Council … 
“Unfortunately, we are further than ever from its goals. The two-state solution is at risk of 
being replaced by a one-state reality of perpetual violence and occupation,” … 
“The decades-long policy that has settled more than 500,000 Israelis in Palestinian 
territory is diametrically opposed to the creation of a Palestinian state … Let me be 
absolutely clear: settlements are illegal under international law. The occupation, stifling 
and oppressive, must end, … 
… Gaza remains under closures and is a “ticking time bomb.” Indeed, lasting progress in 
Gaza  can  only be  realized on  the basis of  Palestinian unity,  an  end to the  illicit  arms  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-05/HL1505/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-05/HL1505/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-05/HL1506/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-05/HL1506/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-09-07/45475/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-09-07/45475/
http://peacemaker.un.org/israelopt-osloaccord93
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2016-09-15/secretary-generals-remarks-security-council-situation-middle-east
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build-up and militant activities, and a full lifting of movement and access restrictions. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54925  
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee 

Political Islam inquiry – Evidence session 
Q159   Tobias Ellwood (Parliamentary Under Secretary of State, Minister for the 
Middle East and Africa):  I think “political Islam” is a catch-all phrase. I am not sure that 
it is actually used in the Middle East or North Africa; I think it is something that we have 
created as a useful label, if you like, to encompass political parties, groups and 
organisations that, as I say, have very different contexts and backdrops…. 
I make the point that some Islamist political groups may be committed to non-violence, 
but many still have socially conservative agendas. Even if they are non-violent in that 
sense, we still find that there is much work to do in encouraging improvements on 
human rights issues, women’s rights and the rights of minorities. We should also 
recognise that in recent months and years, both at a grassroots level and, indeed, on a 
state level, there has been a growth in sectarianism, which has also compounded the 
challenges we face today…. 
As I implied earlier, the interpretation of Islam differs. It covers a wide spectrum, so when 
we speak of political Islam, we should also recognise that there are two distinct 
movements, Sunni and Shi’a, with sub-movements underneath that. On the Shi’a side, 
we should also remember that we have the Lebanese Hezbollah, which is the most 
prominent. Its external security organisation and, indeed, its military wing are proscribed 
by the United Kingdom. On the other side, we are in contact with active Shi’a parties, 
such as the governing party in Iraq, we speak to opposition voices in Bahrain, and of 
course we are embarking on new diplomatic relations with Iran. 

 

Q162  Mike Gapes: … it seems a bit odd that you seem to focus on a geographical 
approach when in fact we are talking about ideology. … 

 

Q186  Crispin Blunt (Chair): Which countries have declared the Muslim Brotherhood to 
be a terrorist organisation? 

 

Tobias Ellwood: Saudi Arabia, the Emirates, Egypt and Syria. 
 

Q187  Crispin Blunt: Why do we reject that definition? 
 

Tobias Ellwood: … we are aware that there are elements and groups that are inspired 
by the Muslim Brotherhood. We have proscribed some al-Ikhwani groups that are 
Muslim Brotherhood inspired, such as Hamas. … 
Our judgment has been to look across the piece better to understand … what the Muslim 
Brotherhood is doing and what it is up to in this country as well. That is why we came to the 
conclusions that we did. 

 

Q188  Crispin Blunt: How much do you see Hamas’s violence as illegal violence, under 
the Geneva convention, with indiscriminate weapons and everything else it is targeting 
as part of the Palestinian resistance to occupation? How much do you see that as driven 
by its ideology? 

 

Tobias Ellwood: That is a difficult question to specify completely. The actions that they 
have taken are illegal. They continue the tunnel building and so forth. The attacks that 
are persisting into Israel proper are against Geneva conventions. We know and 
understand that. They are perpetuated by the military wing of Hamas and it is that that is 
proscribed. 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54925


 4 

 

Q189  Crispin Blunt: I understand that. But if you look at Hamas as a movement, and 
the way that they use illegal violence against what they would see as an occupying 
power, how much of that is inspired by their ideology, and how much of it is just what 
they do as a military movement, and that is why they are proscribed, so it has nothing to 
do with the fact that they are an Islamist movement? 
Tobias Ellwood: … When you speak to some of the countries that are more engaged 
with Hamas,  they  say to you that they  have  reneged  on  certain types of violence and 
they recognise the state of Israel. When you look at its own charter, that charter has not 
changed, so where does the ideology sit? You then look at Hamas itself and it is not a 
homogenous operation. It has various wings which are not necessarily under the full 
control of the political leadership. That is the challenge that we face in working out how 
you can influence any insurgency. … 

 

Neil Crompton (Director, Middle East and North Africa, Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office): … There probably is a slightly nationalist element to 
Palestinian violence, against what they see as the existence of the state of Israel, but 
there is also a religious, Islamist dimension to that. Opposition to the state of Israel is a 
strongly held and shared view by many political Islamic groups, some of which exercise 
violence and others of which exercise their views vocally but do not act on them. I think 
it is a component of the opposition. … 

 

Q193  Mike Gapes: The difficulty I have is that the Committee has not been allowed to 
see the full version [of the Muslim Brotherhood Review]. We have been given only the 
sanitised version. We asked the Prime Minister whether we could have the whole 
version and we were told, “No, you can’t.” 

 

Q195  Crispin Blunt: … you have obstructed this Committee’s learning from the work 
that was done in the review carried out by Sir John Jenkins. … 

 

Q204  Tobias Ellwood: … the Muslim Brotherhood report was extremely helpful in 
providing an understanding of the movement. It also led, as I say, to the development of 
our counter-extremism strategy. … 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/for
eign-affairs-committee/political-islam/oral/38194.html  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  
 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 
 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 
 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
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http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/foreign-affairs-committee/political-islam/oral/38194.html
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/foreign-affairs-committee/political-islam/oral/38194.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

The role and purpose of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (closing 
date 19 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/Inquiries/CallForEvidenceCOPFS.pdf  
 
Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_MembersBills/20160628_FINAL_CONSULTATION_Word_-
_version_for_publication.pdf 
 

Proposals for the Provision of Strategic Support to the Voluntary and Community Sector 
[including faith-based organisations] in Northern Ireland 2017-2021 (closing date 2 
November 2016) 
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-
support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland 
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