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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Civil Society and Lobbying 
http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-09-
08/debates/16090838000309/CivilSocietyAndLobbying  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Racially Aggravated Offences 
Barry Sheerman [44716] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
steps she has taken to reduce racist hate crimes since the EU referendum. 

Sarah Newton: The Government condemns all hate crimes and is committed to 
tackling these crimes in partnership with the communities affected. 
The scenes and behaviour we saw over the summer, including offensive graffiti 
and abuse hurled at people because they are members of ethnic minorities or 
because of their nationality, are despicable and shameful. We must stand 
together against such hate crime and ensure that it is stamped out. 
We already have in place some of the strongest legislation to tackle hate crime in 
the world – this includes specific offences for racially and religiously aggravated 
activity and offences of the stirring up of hatred on the grounds of race, religion 
and sexual orientation. We also have stronger sentences for hate crime. 
The Government has committed to taking action to improve our response to hate 
crime. This includes joint training between the police and Crown Prosecution staff 
to improve the way the police identify and investigate hate crime; building on the 
improvements to police recording of hate crime by working with the police to break 
down religious-based hate crime by religion; and working with victims and 
advocacy groups to improve victims confidence to come forward and report such 
crimes. 
The police are also improving their operational practices and recording. Last year, 
the College of Policing published Operational Guidance for officers responding to 
hate crime which comprehensively covers how to address all forms of hate crime. 
On 26 July, the Home Office  published a  comprehensive  new  hate crime  action  
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plan which builds on the work already done, and sets out Government action over 
the next four years to tackle hate crime. It includes: 

 new steps to boost reporting of hate crime and support victims; 

 new CPS guidance to prosecutors on racially aggravated crime; 

 a new fund for protective security measures at places of worship, which is 
currently open for applications; and 

 additional funding to community organisations tackling hate crime, including 
racist hate crime. 

The increased levels of hate crime reporting seen over the summer have now 
reduced and we have observed three consecutive weeks of reporting levels that 
fall within the expected levels that we have observed in previous years. Police will 
continue to monitor the signs of tension and will react swiftly if they identify any 
future raised levels. 
Nobody in this country should live in fear because of who they are and anyone 
who experiences hate crime should report it to the police, either in person at a 
police station, online through the True Vision website, or by phoning 101. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-09-02/44716/  
 

Community Relations: North East 
Chi Onwurah [45075] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government, what steps he is taking to support the work of anti-racism groups in North 
East England and celebrate the support shown for migrants and refugees in Newcastle 
following the vote to leave the EU. 

Marcus Jones: The Government welcomes local community initiatives that tackle 
hate crime and intolerance. In July, we published the cross-Government Hate 
Crime Action Plan in which we committed Government to tackling all forms of hate 
crime including race hate crime. We are currently supporting True Vision, an on-
line hate crime reporting site, as well as the Anne Frank Trust and Streetwise, 
who work in schools to tackle prejudice and intolerance. In addition, the Hate 
Crime Action Plan referred to 'community-led solutions' - a new initiative funded 
by the Home Office to explore innovative ways in which communities in the North 
East would be eligible to apply once the scheme is launched. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-09-05/45075/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Social Networking: Crime 
Lord Blencathra [HL1606] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what plans they have to 
introduce criminal sanctions against social media companies and their managers in the 
UK who refuse to take down tweets, pages or other content supporting terrorism, hate 
crime or radical Islam. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: HMG has developed strong collaborative 
relationships with Communications Service Providers (CSPs) which has led to the 
voluntary removal of over 200,000 pieces of terrorist-related content via referrals 
from the police Counter Terrorism Internet Referral Unit (CTIRU) since 2010. The 
government continue to work with CSPs to encourage them to take more 
responsibility voluntarily for tackling terrorist and extremist content on their own 
platforms and, in certain circumstances, reporting terrorist content (for example, 
where there may be an imminent threat to life) to UK law enforcement when they 
become aware of it. 
As  most  CSPs  are  international  organisations  based  outside the UK and most  
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online material is hosted outside the UK, national legislation has little application 
hence our focus on voluntary removals through companies’ terms and conditions. 
These arrangements mean that where companies take action this removes 
access to the content from the whole platform world-wide, not just for users 
accessing it from within a particular jurisdiction. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-09-06/HL1606/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Kelly Tolhurst [44016] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, when he expects the follow-up report to Children in Military Custody, a report 
written by a delegation of British lawyers on the treatment of Palestinian children under 
Israeli military law, published in June 2012, to be published. 

Tobias Ellwood: The question of when a follow-up report will be published is a 
matter for the delegation of lawyers that will write it. Meanwhile, the UK 
Government continues to push for the full implementation of changes 
recommended in the 2012 report and will work with the Israeli authorities to 
identify ways to improve these practices. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-09-02/44016/  
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2012/03/Children_in_Military_Custody_Full_Report.pdf  
 

Arms Trade 
Tania Mathias [44223] To ask the Secretary of State for International Trade, to which 
countries of concern on human rights the Government has authorised arms sales in the 
last year. 

Mark Garnier: From January 2015 – March 2016 licences have been granted for 
military goods to the following countries of human rights concern: 
Afghanistan; Bahrain; Bangladesh; Burundi; Central African Republic; China; 
Colombia; Democratic Republic of Congo; Egypt; Iraq; Israel and The Occupied 
Palestinian Territories; Maldives; Pakistan; Russia; Saudi Arabia; Somalia; South 
Sudan; Sri Lanka; Sudan; Syria; Turkmenistan; Venezuela; Yemen and 
Zimbabwe. 
Further details on all licences granted for export are publically available as Official 
Statistics at www.gov.uk. 
All export licences are issued in strict accordance with the Consolidated EU and 
National Arms Export Licensing Criteria and any sanctions or embargoes that may 
be in place at the time an application is submitted for consideration. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-09-02/44223/ 
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliament Foreign Affairs Committee Inquiry into Political Islam 

Oral evidence 

Mokhtar Awad, Research Fellow, George Washington University; Ed Husain, 
Senior Adviser, Centre on Religion and Geopolitics; and Dr Machteld Zee, 
Research Fellow, the Henry Jackson Society. 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/fo
reign-affairs-committee/political-islam/oral/35041.pdf  
 
Ibrahim Mounir, Deputy Supreme Guide, Muslim Brotherhood, Dr Anas Altikriti, 
Chief Executive Officer and founder, the Cordoba Foundation, Dr Radwan 
Masmoudi, adviser to Rached Ghannouchi, President of the AnNahda party, 
Tunisia, and Sondos Asem, former Foreign Media Co-ordinator at the office of 
President Mohamed Morsi, Egypt. 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/fo
reign-affairs-committee/political-islam/oral/34225.pdf  

 
Written evidence 

ITN Solicitors on behalf of the Muslim Brotherhood 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/fo
reign-affairs-committee/political-islam/written/32461.pdf  
 
Ibrahim Mounir, Deputy Supreme Guide-Muslim Brotherhood 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/fo
reign-affairs-committee/political-islam/written/34943.pdf  
 
Usaama al-Azami, PhD Candidate, Department of Near Eastern Studies, 
Princeton University; and Research Fellow at the Markfield Institute of Higher 
Education, Leicestershire, UK 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/fo
reign-affairs-committee/political-islam/written/34160.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 
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Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_MembersBills/20160628_FINAL_CONSULTATION_Word_-
_version_for_publication.pdf 
 
** Proposals for the Provision of Strategic Support to the Voluntary and Community 
Sector [including faith-based organisations] in Northern Ireland 2017-2021 (closing date 2 
November 2016) 
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-
support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland  
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