
 1 

19 April 2016 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 

SCoJeC 

 

Contents 

Home Affairs 

Israel 

Other Relevant Information 

Relevant Legislation 

Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Barry Sheerman (1379) Schools’ religious admission rules – That this House 
acknowledges that mutual trust and understanding between people of different 
backgrounds grows when they are schooled together, which also benefits social 
cohesion in society at large; and therefore urges that the current policy where new faith 
free schools in England cannot select more than half their pupils on faith grounds is 
extended to all types of state-funded faith schools. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/1379  
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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

“Those who challenge or obstruct peace must be heard by all. There should be no 
place for them to hide.” 
Statement by Ambassador Matthew Rycroft of the UK Mission to the UN at the Security 
Council Open Debate on the Middle East 
… violence in Israel and the occupied Palestinian territories continues. The risk of a 
sudden deterioration is all too possible. The fundamental causes of the violence - 
incitement and the effects of the occupation – remain. The United Kingdom will continue 
to condemn strongly all acts of violence and all acts of terrorism. Both sides must do all 
they can to calm the situation. This is particularly important over Passover – since the 
recent past has shown how quickly clashes at Jerusalem’s holy sites can escalate and 
spread. … 
First and foremost, progress has to come from the parties themselves. We have heard on 
many occasions that they remain committed to the two-state solution, but too often this 
commitment has not been met with action. 
Israel must reverse its damaging settlements policy and cease demolitions of Palestinian 
property. The sharp increase in demolitions this year continues to cause terrible 
suffering. Together with the continued expansion of illegal settlements and annexation of 
land, the physical viability of the two-state solution is being undermined, as the Secretary  
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General reminded us today. If the Israeli Government really is committed to a two-state 
solution, it must reverse its policy. 
The Palestinians must also take the necessary steps to reunite the West Bank and Gaza. 
The continued split between the two territories seriously damages the chances of peace. 
Reports of large-scale diversions of reconstruction material to Hamas are worrying and 
today’s report on the tunnel built from Gaza into Israel is extremely concerning. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/those-who-challenge-or-obstruct-peace-must-
be-heard-by-all-there-should-be-no-place-for-them-to-hide  
 
 

United Nations 

Welcoming Israeli-Palestinian Push to Reduce Violence, Secretary-General Tells 
Security Council Both Sides Must Tenaciously Forge Path for Two-State Solution 
… In just a few days, the Jewish people will celebrate one of Judaism’s most important 
holidays — Passover.  I extend my best wishes to my Jewish friends and colleagues for 
a happy and peaceful holiday. … 
For over six months, Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territory have been gripped by 
a surge in violence, triggered by individual terrorist attacks by Palestinians.  Some 
30 Israelis and 200 Palestinians have been killed, with most of the Palestinians killed 
while reportedly carrying out knife, gun or car-ramming attacks.  I condemn all such 
attacks unreservedly.  There can never be any justification for stabbings, vehicle attacks, 
shootings, incitements to violence or the glorification of killers. … 
I acknowledge the recent public statements by President Abbas, rejecting violence and 
terror and firmly supporting continued security coordination with Israel. … 
Tragically, this solution seems more distant than it has for many decades.  A 20-year-old 
Palestinian living under occupation has seen no political progress at all during his or her 
lifetime.  Impatience and despair at that fact is one of the root causes of the violence that 
blights Israeli and Palestinian communities, prevents economic development and growth, 
and denies the human potential of millions of people. …  
Israel continues to demolish Palestinian structures in the occupied West Bank at an 
alarming rate.  … 
I am also concerned by the continued punitive demolitions of homes belonging to families 
of alleged Palestinian perpetrators of attacks against Israelis.  Punitive demolitions are a 
form of collective punishment, which is prohibited under international law.  … 
The creation of new facts on the ground through demolitions and settlement-building 
raises questions about whether Israel’s ultimate goal is, in fact, to drive Palestinians out 
of certain parts of the West Bank, thereby undermining any prospect of transition to a 
viable Palestinian state. … 
I regret the continued failure of intra-Palestinian discussions to achieve genuine unity on 
the basis of non-violence, democracy and the PLO [Palestine Liberation Organization] 
principles.  I reiterate my call on Palestinian factions to demonstrate their commitment to 
reconciliation, which is integral to reaching the goal of Palestinian statehood and to 
securing a just and lasting resolution of the conflict.  … 
I am extremely concerned by today’s announcement on the uncovering of a tunnel 
crossing from Gaza into Israel — the first such discovery since the 2014 Gaza conflict.  I 
strongly condemn the construction of attack tunnels as dangerous and provocative 
moves that not only threaten the lives of Israelis and Palestinians, but also undermine 
efforts to rebuild Gaza. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgsm17682.doc.htm  
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Accelerated Settlement Activity Casts Doubt on Israel’s Commitment to Two-State 
Solution, Secretary-General Tells Security Council 
… Israel’s representative questioned the Palestinians’ desire for peace, recalling that his 
compatriots had faced a wave of daily attacks that had left 34 people dead and hundreds 
injured over the last few months.  Instead of condemning the attacks, the Palestinian 
leadership had encouraged them and treated terrorists like heroes.  He demanded of the 
Permanent Observer for the State of Palestine:  “Will you condemn Palestinians who 
commit terror attacks against Israelis?  You can do it right now.  We are being translated 
into five different languages.  Here is your chance.” 
In the ensuing heated exchange, the Permanent Observer for the State of Palestine 
retorted that the Palestinians had to defend themselves against Israeli incitement.  “You 
are oppressing us.  You are sitting on our lives.  Leave us alone.  Let my people be 
free.  Shame on you; you are an occupier, you are a colonizer.”  Asking when the Council 
would finally act, he called for a firm resolution to address Israel’s intensified illegal 
settlement campaign, the rising extremism and violence of Israeli settlers and the need to 
protect Palestinians.  The Palestinian people could no longer wait, he emphasized, 
pointing out that Israel’s plans to construct settlements had jumped by 250 per cent in the 
first quarter of 2016 over the corresponding period in 2015, and that more than 200 
Palestinians had been killed since October 2015.  “At a time when the situation is boiling, 
the passivity and silence of the Security Council is truly shocking,” he said … 
Egypt’s representative said mere words of regret were not enough and called on the 
Council to move from “theoretical” statements to action to end the occupation. … 
 France’s representative said the rift between Palestinians and Israelis was fuelling the 
radicalization of public opinion, and many people no longer believed in two States. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12327.doc.htm  
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Other Relevant Information 

High Court, Family Division 

Judgement: re L and B (children) (specific issues: temporary leave to remove from 
the jurisdiction; circumcision) 
… 129. I have already rehearsed at some length the expert evidence which I heard about 
the central importance of circumcision as an essential part of Muslim life as well as the 
medical evidence in relation to the nature of the procedure and the inherent risks it 
carries. … I bear in mind that the mother is not set against circumcision as an option for 
these children in the future when they are old enough to consent to the procedure 
themselves but she does not agree to it now in circumstances where, if it is to go ahead, 
the court will have to consent (or give permission) on their behalves. 
130. I accept that this is a genuine application on the part of the father. His motives are 
driven by his deep-seated religious convictions and his perception of his obligations as a 
devout Muslim father. … If and insofar as the expression of that religion imposes on him 
an obligation to ensure that his children are circumcised, the law will only prevent that 
course if it does not coincide with their best interests. …  
132. … these were children born to parents who were both exercising their Muslim faith 
at the time of their birth (the father through the incidence of his birth into a Muslim family, 
his nationality and his upbringing; the mother by choice). She accepts that, at a time 
when their elder son was an infant, she accepted that he would be circumcised in 
accordance with the wishes of the father. For so long as they shared a common home 
with the children,  the expectation was that these children would be brought up as Muslim  
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children. Their parents socialised with other Muslim families and the mother's evidence is 
that she was aware that it was common practice for their friends' children to undergo 
circumcision. 
133. … the children's circumstances changed as a result of their parents' separation and 
the disintegration of their shared family existence. L was then 2 years old and B had only 
recently celebrated his first birthday. Whilst there is some issue as to the precise point at 
which the mother abandoned her Muslim faith, the children are now living in a home 
where they are receiving an essentially secular upbringing. … Their exposure to Muslim 
circles and socialising within those circles are likely to be confined to those periods of 
time which are spent in their father's care. 
134. … since his separation from the children's mother, [the father] has ensured that, 
whilst in his care, they are fully involved in the Muslim faith, or as fully involved as it is 
appropriate for them to be at this age and stage of their lives. … They will become 
aware, if they are not already, that their father has been circumcised. However, they will 
not grow up in an environment within their mother's home where circumcision or the 
observance of daily prayers is part and parcel of family life … 
135. … the likelihood is that they will continue to spend time attending the mosque with 
their father as they develop into more independent young boys and, if they are not 
circumcised, there is a risk that they may feel alienated from that religion or from their 
peers who have been circumcised. It is not unreasonable in these circumstances to 
envisage that they may be the subject of either teasing or some gentle, if well-meaning, 
pressure. … 
137. … circumcision would confirm the identity of these children as part of the Muslim 
community. It would eliminate the father's anxieties and would remove the likelihood of 
the children being the subject of any further attempts to influence them one way or the 
other by either parent. … 
138. … just as the father is passionate in his cause and the reasons for circumcision, the 
mother is resolutely opposed to it at this point in time. As the authorities make clear, it is 
a strong thing indeed to impose a medically unnecessary surgical procedure on a parent 
who has primary care of young children who opposes it. An inevitable consequence of 
granting the father's application would be the emotional pressure on the children caused 
by the mother's distress. However hard she tried to contain her emotions, I do not believe 
she would be able to shield the children entirely from her sense of distress on their 
behalves. … 
140. So, too, as they spend time within their non-Muslim circle of friends and their local 
non-denominational school community, they may feel different and slightly isolated if they 
are the only ones to have been circumcised. … 
141. A further factor is that the expert evidence which I heard from Professor Haleem 
suggests that there is no overriding imperative to circumcise these children before the 
age of puberty. The father's evidence was that, whilst his parents would find the whole 
situation very strange, he did not anticipate that they would discriminate in any way in 
respect of their grandchildren whether or not they were circumcised. There is already 
evidence that the local and London mosques which the children attend would continue to 
allow them to participate in religious community life regardless of their state of knowledge 
as to whether or not the children were circumcised. 
142. … First and foremost, this is a once and for all, irreversible procedure. There is no 
guarantee that these boys will wish to continue to observe the Muslim faith with the 
devotion demonstrated by their father although that may very well be their choice. … 
There are risks, albeit small, associated with the surgery regardless of the expertise with 
which the operation is performed. There must be clear benefits which outweigh these 
risks which point towards circumcision at this point in time being in their best interests 
before I can sanction it as an appropriate course at this stage of their young lives. 
143. Taking all these matters into account, my conclusion is that it would be better for the 
children that the court make no order at this stage in relation to circumcision than to 
make the order which the father seeks.  I am not  dismissing  his  application on the basis  
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that they must develop into adulthood as uncircumcised Muslim males. I am simply 
deferring that decision to the point where each of the boys themselves will make their 
individual choices once they have the maturity and insight to appreciate the 
consequences and longer term effects of the decisions which they reach. … 
To read the full judgement see 
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Fam/2016/849.html  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
No Fault Divorce Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce/documents.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Political Islam (closing date 28 April 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-
committee/inquiries1/parliament-2015/political-islam-15-16/ 
 
Death certification reforms  (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms 
 
Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf  
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/  
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