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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Religion: Education 
Stephen Timms [33478] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, with reference to 
the press release entitled Nicky Morgan unveils new vision for the education system, 
published on 17 March 2016, whether religious education will continue to be a statutory 
subject in state schools in England. 

Nick Gibb: Religious education (RE) remains compulsory for all state funded 
schools, including academies and free schools, at all key stages. The 
Government firmly believes in the importance of RE. High quality RE can develop 
children’s knowledge of the values and traditions of Britain and other countries, 
and foster understanding among different faiths and cultures. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-11/33478/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Palestinians: EU Aid 
Richard Burden [33448] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of progress in the EU structured dialogue with 
Israel in halting the demolition and confiscation of EU-funded structures in Area C of the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

Tobias Ellwood: There has been a significant increase in Israeli demolitions 
since the start of 2016. The UK and the EU continue to raise concerns about 
demolitions with the Government of Israel and make it clear that demolitions are 
contrary to international humanitarian law in all but the most exceptional cases. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-11/33448/  
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 2 

 

United Nations 

'Two-state solution in danger,' warns new report from UN office on Middle East 
peace process 
The viability of a two-state solution, which envisages peaceful co-existence of both Israel 
and Palestine, is in danger due to the negative trends on the ground, including recent 
violence, ongoing settlement activity, demolitions, incitement, and the absence of 
Palestinian unity, a new United Nations report warned today. 
The report, issued by the Office of the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace 
Process, highlights an increase in settlement activities by Israel and a further 
consolidation of Israeli control over the West Bank. 
The report also underscores that the demolition of Palestinian homes and livelihood 
structures more than doubled in the reporting period as compared with the previous six 
months, noting that the total demolitions by mid-April already exceeded last year's total. It 
also expresses concern over Palestinian access to land and natural resources in 'Area C' 
of the West Bank, among other development factors. 
Regarding the Palestinian side, the report notes that despite continuing reconciliation 
discussions held in February and March between Fatah, Hamas and other Palestinian 
factions in Qatar, no consensus has been reached on achieving genuine Palestinian 
unity. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53684#.VxD9m5N96nZ  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
No Fault Divorce Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce/documents.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Political Islam (closing date 28 April 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-
committee/inquiries1/parliament-2015/political-islam-15-16/ 
 
Death certification reforms  (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms 
 

http://www.unsco.org/Documents/Statements/SC/2016/Press%20Release%20-%20UNSCO%20report%20to%20AHLC%20-%2014%20April%202016.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53684#.VxD9m5N96nZ
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce/documents.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-committee/inquiries1/parliament-2015/political-islam-15-16/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-committee/inquiries1/parliament-2015/political-islam-15-16/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms
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Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf  
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 
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