
 1 

 

25 March 2016 
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

 

Contents 

Home Affairs 

Israel 

Relevant Legislation 

Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 

Business of the House 

Antisemitism 
col 1775  Jason McCartney: A high school in my constituency had an inspirational visit 
by a holocaust survivor in the past week, but this comes at a time when a West Yorkshire 
Labour councillor has been suspended for anti-Semitic comments on social media. May 
we have a debate on how we can all unite in this House in driving out the evil of anti-
Semitism, which seems to be creeping back into our politics at the moment? 

 

Dr Coffey: My hon. Friend is right to raise this issue. There is no room for racism or anti-
Semitism at all, and it is important that people in public and private life stamp this out 
whenever they encounter it. He is right to call for a debate and I think it would be a 
popular topic for the Backbench Business Committee. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160324/debtext/16032
4-0002.htm#16032433000774  
 
 

House of Commons Debate 

Easter Adjournment 
col 1834  Bob Blackman: … This is the time of the festival of Purim, which, as Jewish 
Members will know, commemorates the delivery of the Jewish people from the Persian 
Haman, who attempted the first genocide against the Jews but failed. This week was 
also the anniversary of Hitler’s rise to power in Germany, where he inflicted the holocaust 
on the Jewish population and the world. We will forever remember those evil atrocities in 
Germany. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160324/debtext/16032
4-0003.htm#16032435000376  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

John Mann (1324) UNESCO efforts to tackle discrimination – That this House notes 
the efforts of UNESCO to educate against racism and discrimination and specifically to 
combat anti-Semitism; congratulates UNESCO and its Director-General Irina Bokova for 
the two reports published in 2015 which add to efforts to combat racism in sport and 
online; and calls for continued  support  and  enhanced  cooperation on a  European  and  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160324/debtext/160324-0002.htm#16032433000774
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160324/debtext/160324-0002.htm#16032433000774
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160324/debtext/160324-0003.htm#16032435000376
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160324/debtext/160324-0003.htm#16032435000376
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International level to tackle anti-Semitism and all forms of racial hatred. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/1324  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Israel: Bedouin 
Catherine West [31592] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what discussions he has had with his Israeli counterparts on the demolition of the 
village of Umm el-Hiran. 

Tobias Ellwood: Our Embassy in Tel Aviv has raised UK concerns with the Israeli 
Government on this issue. We continue to encourage the Israeli authorities and 
Bedouin communities to work together to identify a satisfactory solution. Any 
solution must respect the equality of all Israel’s citizens, and be consistent with 
Israel’s commitments under international law. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-17/31592/ 
 
 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Foreign Affairs Council and General Affairs Council 
The Minister for Europe (David Lidington): … The Council discussed the latest 
developments in the region including an update from Ms Mogherini on plans by the 
middle east Quartet to prepare a report with recommendations for de-escalating the 
violence and promoting a two-state solution. The Council also discussed an initiative led 
by France to convene an international conference in Paris by the summer of 2016 with 
the aim relaunching the peace process in the middle east. Ms Mogherini and a number of 
member states supported the initiative. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-statement/Commons/2016-03-24/HCWS655/  
 
 

United Nations 

Time 'to ring the alarm bell' on waning prospects for Middle East peace, UN envoy 
tells Security Council 
The United Nations envoy for the peace process in the Middle East … warned the 
Security Council that the prospects for an independent Palestinian state are 
disappearing, and questioned the political will of the Israeli and Palestinian actors to 
address the main challenges blocking peace efforts. 
“The time has come to ring the alarm bells that the two-state solution is slipping from our 
fingers,” said Nickolay Mladenov, Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process 
… The persistent inability to achieve a just and lasting solution that meets the national 
aspirations of the Palestinians and Israelis is being expressed through violence. The past 
month has been marked by “some of the bloodiest incidents in this current wave of 
violence” across Israel and the occupied West Bank … 
The UN envoy said that it is time to move past mere condemnations of such acts of terror 
and violence “to send a clear message to both parties.” 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/1324
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-17/31592/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-17/31592/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Commons/2016-03-24/HCWS655/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Commons/2016-03-24/HCWS655/
http://www.un.org/undpa/speeches-statements/23032016/middleeast
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He spoke to Palestinians, weighing against radicals determined to poison the minds of 
Palestinian youth, and urged them to not praise or glorify violence against Israel in the 
media. 
At the same time, Mr. Mladenov called on Israelis to realize that actions such as illegal 
building and movement restrictions “breed anger among people who feel they are being 
collectively humiliated, punished and discriminated against.” … 
The lack of a united Palestinian front is also a challenge … “achieving a genuine 
Palestinian unity on the basis of non-violence, democracy and the PLO Principles would 
constitute a crucial building block for the foundation of a Palestinian state.” … 
“We remain seriously concerned that current trends – including continued acts of 
violence against civilians, incitement, ongoing settlement activity, and the high rate of 
demolitions of Palestinian structures – are dangerously imperilling the viability of a two-
state solution,” Mr. Mladenov said. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53540#.VvUxXGR96nZ  
 
 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Human Rights Council concludes thirty-first session after adopting 37 resolutions, 
2 decisions and one Presidential statement 
… Under its agenda item on the human rights situation in Palestine and Other Occupied 
Arab Territories, the Council adopted five resolutions: on human rights in the occupied 
Syrian Golan; on the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination; on the human 
rights situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem; on 
ensuring accountability and justice for all violations of international law in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem; and on Israeli settlements in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian 
Golan. … 
In a resolution (A/HRC/31/L.31) on human rights in the occupied Syrian Golan, 
adopted by a vote of 31 in favour, none against and 16 abstentions, the Council  calls 
upon Israel, the Occupying Power, to desist from its continuous building of settlements; 
and determines that all legislative and administrative measures and actions taken or to 
be taken by Israel, the Occupying Power, that seek to alter the character and legal status 
of the occupied Syrian Golan, are null and void. 
In a resolution (A/HRC/31/L.36) on the right of the Palestinian people to self-
determination, adopted without a vote, the Council calls upon Israel, the Occupying 
Power, to end its occupation of the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem, and reaffirms its support for the solution of two States, Palestine and Israel, 
living side by side in peace and security.  
In a resolution (A/HRC/31/L.37) on the human rights situation in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, adopted by a vote of 42 in favour, 
none against and 5 abstentions, the Council demands that Israel, the Occupying Power, 
comply fully with the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 and cease 
immediately all measures and actions taken in violation and in breach of the Convention; 
and calls for urgent attention to the plight and the rights, in accordance with international 
law, of Palestinian prisoners and detainees in Israeli jails.  
In a resolution (A/HRC/31/L.38) on ensuring accountability and justice for all 
violations of international law in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem, adopted with a vote of 31 in favour, none against and 15 abstentions, the 
Council calls upon the parties concerned to cooperate fully with the preliminary 
examination of the International Criminal Court; and requests the High Commissioner to 
conduct a comprehensive review detailing the status of implementation of the 
recommendations to all parties by the relevant Human Rights  Council mechanisms,  and  
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53540#.VvUxXGR96nZ
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/HRC/31/L.31
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/HRC/31/L.36
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/HRC/31/L.37
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/HRC/31/L.38
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to present a report to the Council at its thirty-fifth session.  
In a resolution (A/HRC/31/L.39) on Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian Golan, adopted with 
a vote of 32 in favour, none against and 15 abstentions, the Council demands that Israel, 
the Occupying Power, immediately cease all settlement activities in all the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian Golan; and 
urges all States to ensure that they are not taking actions that either recognize or assist 
the expansion of settlements or construction of the wall in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=18536&LangID
=E  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
No Fault Divorce Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce/documents.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

The Scottish Parliament is in dissolution prior to the election on 5 May. 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/ 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Crown Prosecution Service Interim Revised Guidelines on Prosecuting Social Media 
Cases (closing date 14 April 2016) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/social_media_consultation_2016_index.html  
 
 
 

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/HRC/31/L.39
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=18536&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=18536&LangID=E
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce/documents.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/social_media_consultation_2016_index.html
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Political Islam (closing date 28 April 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-
committee/inquiries1/parliament-2015/political-islam-15-16/ 
 
Death certification reforms  (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  
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