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Home Affairs 

House of Commons: Business of the House 

Antisemitism 
col 1091  Chris Bryant: … It is also Purim next week, when Jews remember the attempt 
to kill all the Jews in Persia. That was not, of course, the last attempted annihilation of 
the Jews. Seventy-four years ago today, the first Polish Jews were gassed at Belzec 
extermination camp. Sadly, anti-Semitism is still alive today, and I am sure that the 
Leader of the House will join me in saying that we must do everything in our power to 
stop religious intolerance and racial hatred infecting our politics and our political parties. 
That means calling out anti-Semitism wherever we find it, even if that is inconvenient to 
ourselves, and expelling from our political parties those who peddle such vile arguments. 
I hope that the Leader of the House will agree that all religious prejudice is equally 
despicable and will disown the Tories campaign against Labour’s candidate for Mayor of 
London, which is the most desperate, divisive and racially charged campaign that 
London has ever seen. …  

 

col 1092  Chris Grayling: … The hon. Gentleman made the point about anti-Semitism. It 
has featured recently in a number of political activities and events, and that is wholly 
unacceptable and should always be so. He makes a comment about the election in 
London at the moment, but I remind him that anti-Semitism was also present a year ago 
at the general election in London, and not from our side of the political spectrum. I hope 
he will take the words he has said today and make sure that they are properly put into 
action in his party. It is not acceptable in any part of our life for there to be anti-Semitism. 
It must not occur ever. It has occurred and it should not happen. …  

 

col 1097  Michael Ellis: The front page of the Jewish Chronicle today gives a litany of 
the anti-Semitism that, sadly, we are beginning to see more and more frequently in the 
ranks of the Labour party and in other institutions, such as universities, in this country. 
May we have a debate on the increasing anti-Semitism in our public bodies and 
institutions? 

 

Chris Grayling: This is a very important point. I agree with the shadow Leader of the 
House and my hon. Friend that anti-Semitism has no place in our society. However, 
when we hear words such as “disgrace” from Labour Members, we should remember 
that we have seen too many occasions in the past 12 months where they have tolerated 
anti-Semitism in their ranks and where Labour campaigners have used anti-Semitism in 
their campaigns. That is unacceptable—it is something they should change. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160317/debtext/16031
7-0001.htm#16031721000001  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160317/debtext/160317-0001.htm#16031721000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160317/debtext/160317-0001.htm#16031721000001
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Welsh Government 

New organ donation system has saved lives 
… The figures show that of the 15 people who donated their organs during December 
2015 and January 2016, six had their consent deemed because they had not registered 
a decision to either opt in or opt out of becoming an organ donor. …  
The new system – known as soft opt out or deemed consent – allows people who want to 
be an organ donor to either register a decision to opt in or do nothing. For those who 
choose to do nothing, if they are 18 or over, have lived in Wales for more than 12 months 
and also die in Wales, they will be regarded as having consented to organ donation. …  
To read the full press release see 
http://gov.wales/newsroom/healthandsocialcare/2016/160318organ/?lang=en 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Debate 

Occupied Palestinian Territories: Development 
col GC285  Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government to what extent they will 
implement the recommendations of the House of Commons International Development 
Committee in their report of July 2014, The UK’s Development Work in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories. … 
It may seem odd to discuss a Select Committee report of the other place one and a half 
years later. One reason is that a major war came between the report’s publication and 
the printing of the Government’s response. Also, the tunnels providing a lifeline to Gaza 
have been cut off. … 
The Department for International Development helps occupied Palestine in three main 
ways. First, it pays the salaries of many of the employees of the Palestinian Authority. 
This is understandable in view of the periodic withholding of Palestinian taxes by Israel. 
However, I would ask whether some of those employees in Gaza are now being paid to 
do nothing because of a failure to agree between the Palestinian Authority and 
Hamas. … 
Gaza has never had the airport, seaport and secure link to the West Bank that it was 
supposed to have. It is blockaded and cut off from the outside world. Only minimum 
supplies are let in to sustain life without starvation. … 
Israel has justified much intransigence because of threats from Iran, but do these amount 
to more than a paper tiger? The Hamas charter is often quoted, though this was written 
long ago and was never approved by the people. Homemade, unguided rockets have 
been seen as existential threats, so Hamas has been demonised. Little attention, 
however, has been given to Islamic Jihad, the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine and al-Qaeda or Daesh splinter groups, over which Hamas has only partial 
control. …  
Successive Governments have treated Israel as a western ally, only making mild protests 
which are usually disregarded. There are seldom or never political, military or economic 
consequences following our protests. …  
… that things are, in fact, getting worse. This explains the great frustration of the 
Palestinians who have recently expressed their anger by personal attacks on individual 
Israelis. Unless all sides quickly de-escalate and produce measures to build confidence, 
individual attacks may turn into collective ones. …  

 

col GC287  Lord Judd: … Some 61% of the West Bank is under full Israeli military 
control … if  Palestinians build essential  structures,  such as shelters,  toilets or  schools,  
 

http://gov.wales/newsroom/healthandsocialcare/2016/160318organ/?lang=en
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without permits from the Israeli military, these are at risk of demolition. …  
It is essential that we in Britain, and our Government, directly challenge Israel’s 
inadequate and discriminatory permit and planning regime by initiating development 
projects that we believe are necessary in Area C, whether or not master plans have been 
submitted in these localities. While, of course, informing the Israeli authorities of our 
humanitarian strategies, we must move ahead without necessarily seeking prior approval 
from those authorities. … 

 

col GC288  Baroness Ludford: … I am pleased to congratulate the Palestinian teacher 
Hanan Al Hroub on winning the Global Teacher Prize for the work she is doing to combat 
violence. However, I was sad to see in the report that Palestinians in the audience 
pumped their fists in the air and chanted, “With our souls, our blood, we sacrifice for you, 
Palestine”, which rather spoiled the event. …  
… a report by the Coalition for Accountability and Integrity has highlighted the amount of 
corruption in the Palestinian territories. … Are the Government taking steps to pressure 
the Palestinian Authority into ending awards to prisoners’ families, which give a perverse 
incentive to violence? The amount awarded increases with the period of imprisonment, 
which seems unrelated to poverty or the welfare of the family. … 

 

col GC290  Lord Popat: … while I support the reasons for funding development of the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories, I have concerns regarding how the funding is used. 
Unsuitable use hampers the economic and political security of the region, making 
development a counterproductive objective in this case. 
It is common knowledge that the Palestinian Authority’s Ministry for Prisoners’ Affairs 
provides salaries to all families of Palestinian prisoners held in Israeli jails. The 
Palestinian Government have been accused on a number of occasions of using UK aid 
to fund these salaries. The Palestinian Government have failed to provide evidence to 
the contrary and I am very uneasy with the idea that British aid could be used towards 
encouraging violent crimes. …  

 

col GC291  Baroness Ramsay of Cartvale: … In my recent visits to Ramallah … I 
witnessed the boom in construction and housebuilding. I have also frequently visited 
Rawabi, the exciting and both inspirational and aspirational new town on the West Bank 
now awaiting its first inhabitants. DfID’s funding of the Palestinian market development 
programme is an encouraging first step in this right direction. … 
However, I have seen for myself the very disturbing contents of some of the Palestinian 
children’s TV programmes and reading material, which incite violence and hatred against 
Israel and Jews—and I mean Jews, not Israelis—and this is a really horrible sight. …   

 

Lord Polak: … Save a Child’s Heart is an international, non-political NGO founded in 
1996 for the sole purpose of improving the quality of paediatric cardiac care for children 
from areas in the world where there are few or no facilities and, thus, little or no chance 
of the child surviving. This NGO brings children to Israel for urgent heart treatment and 
surgery and, in addition, brings over the physicians and nurses from other countries and 
provides them with in-depth training so they can go back and continue this vital work. … 
Over 50% of the 4,000 children who received this life-saving treatment are from Gaza 
and the West Bank. … 
The saddest thing I heard when I visited Ramallah in the West Bank a couple of weeks 
ago was from Khalil Shikaki, who has been conducting opinion polls among the 
Palestinian public for many years. He collaborates closely with his Israeli counterparts 
and he found that support for a two-state solution, in both publics, was at its lowest ebb 
for many years. More depressing was that the reason it was so low was because the 
Palestinians thought that the Israelis did not want a two-state solution and the Israelis 
thought that the Palestinians did not want it either. They themselves would go for it if only 
the other side wanted it, too. It was a complete misunderstanding of the opposition’s 
view. …  

 

col GC293  Baroness Tonge: … Shir Hever, How Much International Aid to Palestinians 
Ends Up  in the  Israeli Economy … calculates  that 78%  of  total  aid to the  Palestinians  
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ends up in Israel via transport charges, taxes and the monopoly that Israel has to supply 
any materials or produce needed. For example, how much does the cement to repair the 
buildings destroyed by Israel cost us?… 
Can the Minister explain this and make sure that our aid goes directly to the Palestinians 
and not into the Israeli coffers? … 

 

col GC294  Lord Gold: … The International Development Select Committee has … 
recognised that Hamas’s charter continues to call for the destruction of Israel and 
condemned the continuous rocket attacks perpetrated from Gaza. … 
… there has to be a stop to the continuing rocket attacks on Israel, which terrorise the 
civilian population. Unfortunately, since the publication of the committee’s report, the 
safety position in Israel has worsened, with a new threat of knife attacks, mostly on 
civilians going about their daily lives. … 

 

col GC294  Lord Robathan: … my wife has been stoned by settlers outside Hebron and 
I have been subjected to appallingly aggressive and intimidating action by border 
guards. Israel can be both disproportionate in its military reaction and also vindictive and 
punitive to Palestinians. If they treated me badly as a visiting Member of Parliament, I 
can only imagine how border guards might treat Palestinians. … 
But it takes two to tango. Having visited the Palestinian Authority only a month ago, I was 
shocked by the governance—or lack of it—that we saw and heard about. We all know 
how corrupt the Palestinian Authority has been; the report shows some of that. I am 
afraid that Hamas is beyond the pale in its actions. … I really regret the way that the 
Palestinian Authority sponsors and applauds anti-Israeli and anti-Semitic actions on the 
media. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160317-
gc0001.htm#1603171000505  
 

col GC296  Lord Gardiner of Kimble: … We are deeply concerned by the recent 
violence and terrorist attacks across the OPTs and Israel … We continue to speak 
regularly to the Palestinian Authority and the Israeli Government, urging them to use their 
influence to de-escalate tensions. We condemn all acts of violence and incitement to 
commit acts of violence, and urge both sides to work together to promote peace. … 
The UK’s assistance to the Palestinian Authority helps to strengthen the moderate 
Palestinian leadership. Many of its staff continue to deliver much-needed services to 
Palestinians living in Gaza. A limited number of employees are unable to work under the 
de facto authority but we believe it is important that the UK continues to support the work 
of the Palestinian Authority, which remains a vital element of efforts to achieve a two-
state solution. …  
The UK consistently calls on Israel to improve movement and access into and out of 
Gaza … We need to see a sustainable political solution for Gaza that will address Israel’s 
legitimate security concerns while opening up movement and access, and supporting the 
return of the Palestinian Authority. …  
We repeatedly call on Israel to abide by its obligations under international law and have 
regular dialogue with Israel on legal issues relating to the occupation, settlements, 
demolitions and the treatment of Palestinian children in military custody. The UK 
Government’s policy on settlements remains clear: they are illegal under international 
law, present an obstacle to peace and take us further away from a two-state solution. …  
On prisoner payments … DfID’s direct financial assistance to the Palestinian Authority is 
used to pay the salaries of that authority’s civil servants only and the process is subject 
to independent auditing. …  
UK aid seeks to make a positive difference to the lives of Palestinians—an aim in which 
we all share. A negotiated two-state solution remains the only way to resolve the conflict 
and achieve a sustainable peace so that Israelis and Palestinians can live without fear of 
violence. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160317-gc0002.htm  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160317-gc0001.htm#1603171000505
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160317-gc0001.htm#1603171000505
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160317-gc0002.htm
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House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Imran Hussain [30873] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what estimate she has made of the value of UK-funded structures that were demolished 
or confiscated in Area C of the Occupied Palestinian Territory in (a) 2015 and (b) 2016. 

Desmond Swayne: No UK funded structures have been demolished or 
confiscated in Area C in 2015 or 2016. A number of EU ECHO-funded structures 
have been demolished in recent months. The UK contributes to the EU budget as 
a whole, not individual instruments within it. The UK’s share on EU expenditure in 
EU instruments is approximately 15%. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-14/30873/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Imran Hussain [30875] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
which (a) fixed and (b) mobile structures funded by her Department in Area C of the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory have been (i) demolished and (ii) confiscated by the 
Israeli authorities in (A) 2015 and (B) 2016. 

Desmond Swayne: I refer the hon. Member to the answer I provided on 17 March 
to Question number 30955 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-14/30875/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read below and also at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-14/30955/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Julie Cooper [30955] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, what 
information her Department holds on how many buildings the construction of which was 
funded by the (a) UK and (b) EU there are in the (i) Gaza Strip and (ii) other Occupied 
Palestinian Territories. 

Desmond Swayne: DFID does not hold information on how many EU funded 
buildings there are in the occupied Palestinian territories (OPTs). There are 13 UK 
funded schools in Gaza. Currently the UK does not directly fund the construction 
of buildings in the West Bank. However, we are joining the EU Consortium to 
support the construction of small-scale infrastructure in Area C. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-14/30955/  
 
 

European Union 

Statement by the Spokesperson on Israel's decision to declare 234 hectares near 
Jericho in Area C of the West Bank as state land 
Israel's decision to declare 234 hectares near Jericho in Area C of the West Bank as 
state land is a further step that risks undermining the viability of a future Palestinian state 
and therefore calls into question Israel's commitment to a two-state solution. While this 
decision had already been announced on 25 January, it now appears that the land being 
seized has been considerably expanded. Any decision that could enable further 
settlement expansion, which is illegal under international law and an obstacle to peace, 
will only drive the parties to the conflict even further apart.                                      
The European Union remains firmly opposed to Israel's settlement policy and actions 
taken in this context, including demolitions and  confiscations,  evictions,  forced transfers  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-14/30873/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-14/30873/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-14/30875/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-14/30875/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-14/30955/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-14/30955/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-14/30955/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-14/30955/
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or restrictions on movement and access, as stated in conclusions of the Council and 
repeated to the press on 6 February 2016. 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2016/160317_03_en.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
No Fault Divorce Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce/documents.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/ 

TOP 
 

 

 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Crown Prosecution Service Interim Revised Guidelines on Prosecuting Social Media 
Cases (closing date 14 April 2016) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/social_media_consultation_2016_index.html  
 
Political Islam (closing date 28 April 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-
committee/inquiries1/parliament-2015/political-islam-15-16/ 
 
Death certification reforms  (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  

TOP 
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