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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Visas: Ministers of Religion 
Philip Davies [29592] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
security checks are in place to verify Tier 2 (Minister of Religion) visa applications. 

James Brokenshire: All out of country entry clearance applications are subject to 
an extensive range of mandatory and discretionary checks. 
These include, but are not limited to, identity, travel document verification, 
searches against national and international police records and against previous 
Immigration history. Biographic and biometric checks can also be made. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-03/29592/  
 

Visas: Ministers of Religion 
Philip Davies [29595] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how 
many Tier 2 (Minister of Religion) visa applications have been refused in each of the last 
five years. 

James Brokenshire: The requested information is given in the table below: 
Entry clearance visa resolutions (grants, refusals, withdrawn or lapsed): Tier 2 
Minister of Religion 

Year Resolved 
of which 
Granted 

Refused 
Withdrawn 
or lapsed 

2009 459 372 83 4 

2010 468 365 97 6 

2011 433 342 86 5 

2012 365 303 61 1 

2013 524 441 79 4 

2014 501 398 99 4 

2015 492 411 79 2 

Note: Tier 2 Visas were introduced in November 2008, and replaced 
pre-PBS visas. 

Source: Immigration Statistics Oct-Dec 2015, Home Office, table 
vi_01_q. 

The latest quarterly Home Office immigration statistics  on  entry  clearance  visas  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-03/29592/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-03/29592/
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are published in ‘Immigration Statistics, October-December 2015’, available from 
the Library of the House and from the Home Office website at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/migration-statistics  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-03/29595/  
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Schools: Admissions Code 
… Baroness Meacher: My Lords, we now have reliable information that virtually all 
religiously selective schools breach the schools admissions code, some in a very serious 
way. Does the Minister agree that serious breaches of the code are thoroughly 
unacceptable? Will Ministers agree to meet the British Humanist Association and the Fair 
Admissions Campaign to discuss the importance of having some informed organisation, 
whatever that might be, to make sure that the authorities are aware when breaches 
occur? 

Baroness Evans of Bowes Park: It is certainly true that, if any school is 
breaching the admissions code, that cannot be acceptable. The noble Baroness 
refers to faith schools in particular, but actually a lot of the issues raised in the 
report An Unholy Mess, which I think she is referring to, were related not to faith 
but to other issues such as banding, sixth-form admissions arrangements and the 
use of incorrect definitions. Still, schools of course have to get their admissions 
codes right, which is why we want to put parents’ concerns at the heart of the 
process and ensure that admissions codes are clear for all parents. 

The Lord Bishop of Durham: My Lords, we know that some campaign groups are 
actually targeting faith-based schools as part of a broader agenda. How many of the 
upheld objections were unrelated to religious selection criteria, and how many were 
upheld on minor administrative infringements? Are the significant time and resources 
used to respond to such objections justified in the light of those numbers? 

Baroness Evans of Bowes Park: As I said in my previous answer, many of the 
faults that were found related not to faith but to other issues. Church and faith 
schools make a significant contribution to our education system: 87% of faith 
schools are good or outstanding, compared with 82% of non-faith schools. Of 
course schools have to abide by the correct codes, but it is important to recognise 
the value that these schools add to our education system. 

Lord O'Shaughnessy: Your Lordships are very generous to a newcomer; thank you. As 
we have heard, church schools have been the subject of many vexatious attempts to 
take them to the admissions adjudicator. I ask the Minister to condemn those who abuse 
the school admissions code to make political and ideological points. I declare an interest 
as a parent with a son at a Catholic school. I also invite the Minister to pay tribute to the 
many excellent church schools, which not only are more ethnically diverse than average 
schools but are more likely to have a good or outstanding judgment from Ofsted. 

Baroness Evans of Bowes Park: … As I said, we want to ensure that parents 
are at the heart of this process, which is why we want to ensure that adjudications 
are not held up by the need to consider large numbers of objections referred by 
interest groups. Unfortunately, because of some campaigns, parents now have to 
wait longer for the outcome of their appeals, and that cannot be right. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160309-
0001.htm#16030940000602  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/migration-statistics
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-03/29595/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-03/29595/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160309-0001.htm#16030940000602
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160309-0001.htm#16030940000602
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House of Commons Ministerial Statement 

NHS Learning Culture 
The Secretary of State for Health (Jeremy Hunt): … From April 2018, the Government 
will introduce the system of medical examiners recommended in the Francis report. This 
will bring a profound change in our ability to learn from unexpected or avoidable deaths, 
with every death either investigated by a coroner or scrutinised by a second independent 
doctor. Grieving relatives will be at the heart of the process and will have the chance to 
flag any concerns about the quality of care and cause of death with the independent 
clinician. 
NHS England is working with the Royal College of Physicians to develop and roll out 
across the NHS a standardised method for reviewing the records of patients who have 
died in hospital. … [HCWS597] 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-statement/Commons/2016-03-09/HCWS597/  
 

The Francis report (Report of the Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust Public Inquiry) 
can be read at 
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20150407084003/http://www.midstaffspublicinq
uiry.com/report  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Occupied Territories 
Andy Slaughter [29867] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, with reference to the oral contribution of Lord Bridges of Headley, of 25 February 
2016, Official Report, column 396, on public bodies: Israel, what the Government's policy 
is on whether the Occupied Palestinian Territories are a territory of Israel under the 
definition of the World Trade Organisaiton. 

Tobias Ellwood: The World Trade Organisation does not define the territory of its 
members. The UK does not recognise Israeli sovereignty over the territories 
occupied by Israel in 1967. We therefore do not consider the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories to be part of Israel. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-04/29867/  
 

The comment referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160225-
0001.htm#16022541001165  

 
Palestinians: Recognition of States 

Jo Cox [29323] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
what discussions he has had with ministerial colleagues on recognising Palestine as a 
state since the House of Commons vote on this matter in October 2014. 

Tobias Ellwood: Since the debate on 13 October 2014, neither the Secretary of 
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for 
Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond) nor I have had any discussions with 
Ministerial colleagues on this subject. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-01/29323/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Commons/2016-03-09/HCWS597/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Commons/2016-03-09/HCWS597/
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20150407084003/http:/www.midstaffspublicinquiry.com/report
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20150407084003/http:/www.midstaffspublicinquiry.com/report
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-04/29867/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-04/29867/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160225-0001.htm#16022541001165
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160225-0001.htm#16022541001165
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-01/29323/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-01/29323/
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The debate referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141013/debtext/14101
3-0002.htm#14101322000001  
 

Palestinians 
Jo Cox [29324] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
what his policy is on the recognition of Palestinian statehood; and if he will make a 
statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: The British Government reserves the right to recognise a 
Palestinian state bilaterally at a moment of our choosing and when it can best 
help bring about peace. We are clear that we want to see the creation of a 
sovereign, independent, democratic, contiguous and viable Palestinian State, 
living in peace and security, side by side with Israel. Only a negotiated settlement 
can achieve this. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-01/29324/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

FCO Minister condemns violence in Israel and OPTs 
Speaking today Mr. Ellwood said: I condemn the appalling attacks against civilians in 
Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories this week. There can be no justification for 
terrorism. I am deeply concerned by the ongoing violence. This tragic situation only 
underlines the need to improve the situation on the ground and reach a long term 
resolution to the conflict. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-condemns-violence-in-israel-and-opts  
 
 

European Union 

Statement by the Spokesperson on the latest attacks in Tel Aviv, Petah Tikvah and 
Jerusalem 
Yesterday and today terror attacks took place in Tel Aviv, Petah Tikvah and Jerusalem. 
The EU extends its condolences to the family of the victim and wishes a speedy recovery 
to those injured. 
Once again, hatred and violence have taken innocent lives. Once again, we call on 
all parties to work together and do their utmost to immediately calm down the situation 
and prevent further escalation. 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2016/160309_02_en.htm  
 
 

United Nations 

Multiple attacks in Israel condemned by senior UN official 
The United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process has 
condemned the multiple attacks which took place on Tuesday in Tel Aviv-Jaffa, Petah 
Tiqva and Jerusalem in which at least one person was killed and some 14 others injured. 
“There is and can never be any justification for terror,” said Nickolay Mladenov in a 
statement. “It is deplorable that some choose to glorify such acts that undermine the 
future of both Palestinians and Israelis.” 
He added that his thoughts are with the families and friends of all victims, while hoping 
for a full and speedy recovery of the wounded. 
“Political, religious and community  leaders on all sides must live up to their  responsibility  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141013/debtext/141013-0002.htm#14101322000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141013/debtext/141013-0002.htm#14101322000001
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-01/29324/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-01/29324/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-condemns-violence-in-israel-and-opts
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2016/160309_02_en.htm
http://www.unsco.org/Documents/Statements/SC/2016/Statement%20by%20UN%20Special%20Coordinator%20Mladenov%20-%209%20March%202016.pdf
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to stand firmly against violence and incitement,” Mr. Mladenov stressed. “They must 
urgently take the necessary steps to rebuild hope and show that a political horizon for a 
negotiated two-State solution is still possible.” 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53406#.VuGN0JN96nZ  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Lebanon: Refugees 
Jim Shannon [29093] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what reports he has received on the number of people joining terrorist groups 
from the Palestinian camps in Lebanon in the last five years. 

Tobias Ellwood: We are aware of extremist elements within the camps, and that 
there have been reported links between some individuals within the camps and 
terrorist groups. As with many aspects of Lebanese stability, we monitor this issue 
closely through project work and our engagement with the Lebanese Government 
seeks to ensure that security is maintained and the influence of extremist and 
terrorist groups is diminished. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-01/29093/  
 

Lebanon: Refugees 
Jim Shannon [29095] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what support his Department is providing to the Lebanese government to prevent 
recruitment to terrorist groups from the Palestinian camps in Lebanon. 

Tobias Ellwood: As part of the UK’s global work countering terrorism and 
extremism, the UK is supporting Lebanon to prevent the recruitment of individuals 
to violent extremist groups. This support includes supporting moderate Sunni 
religious voices in Lebanon, training young Muslim leaders on countering 
extremist narratives, and supporting the reform of the Lebanese school curriculum 
to educate young people on tolerance and citizenship values. This financial year 
we are spending £1.15 million within the camps to support Palestinian youth 
networks to bolster community stability and build resilience against extremism. 
This includes supporting young people in the development of solutions to 
community-level problems, increasing civic participation, developing alternative 
dispute resolution mechanisms and the production of youth-led counter extremist 
narratives. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-01/29095/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53406#.VuGN0JN96nZ
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-01/29093/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-01/29093/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-01/29095/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-01/29095/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
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Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
No Fault Divorce Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce/documents.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Crown Prosecution Service Interim Revised Guidelines on Prosecuting Social Media 
Cases (closing date 14 April 2016) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/social_media_consultation_2016_index.html  
 
Political Islam (closing date 28 April 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-
committee/inquiries1/parliament-2015/political-islam-15-16/ 
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