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Israel 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Human Rights Council 
… Minister for Foreign Affairs of the State of Palestine, commended the Human Rights 
Council for revealing to the world Israeli practices against the Palestinian people.  The 
sound of Israeli bulldozers establishing illegal settlements covered the cries of the 
Palestinian victims.  … Collective punishments, including the destruction of houses and 
the refusal to return the corpses of martyrs, were being perpetrated.  Arbitrary detention 
and torture of detainees and children were systematic and clear violations of international 
human rights and humanitarian laws.  The occupying power continued to promote 
settlements and to plunder natural resources in order to impose a new de facto situation 
based on racial discrimination.  Those activities constituted war crimes.  … Mr. Malki 
called on all countries to boycott the products of settlements and to impose economic 
sanctions on the occupying power, in accordance with the United Nations Guidelines on 
Business and Human Rights.  The Security Council should adopt a resolution 
condemning illegal settlements as obstacles to the two-State solution, complementing 
France’s efforts to resume negotiations.  In conclusion, he reiterated the State of 
Palestine’s commitment to a comprehensive and just peace that responded to the 
aspirations of the Palestinian people and their right to self-determination.  … 
Ramtane Lamamra, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Algeria, said … about the Palestinian 
people … that they were victims of decades-long politics of repression and domination. 
…  
Bassam Talhouni, Minister of Justice of Jordan, said … Settling the Palestinian question 
was the key to resolving the conflicts in the Middle East and in the world.  The failure of 
the international community to find a solution for the Palestinian question had 
exacerbated terrorism and extremism. … 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=17116&LangID
=E  
  

Bandar bin Mohammed Ali-Aiban, Minister and President of the Human Rights 
Commission of Saudi Arabia, … deplored the suffering of the Palestinian people due to 
the oppression by Israel, and reaffirmed the rights of the Palestinian people for an 
independent State with Jerusalem as its capital. … 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=17117&LangID
=E  
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Other Relevant Information 

Supreme Court 

Supreme Court Judgement: Employer should be held responsible for a racist and 
threatening attack on a customer by a member of staff  
On 15 March 2008 the Claimant entered the Respondent’s premises … to ask whether 
he could print some documents from a USB stick. Mr Amjid Khan was behind the kiosk 
desk … [he] refused the Claimant’s request in a rude manner, at which the Claimant 
protested. Mr Khan responded in foul, racist and threatening language and ordered the 
Claimant to leave. The Claimant returned to his car followed by Mr Khan. Before the 
Claimant could drive off, Mr Khan opened the passenger door, told the Claimant in 
threatening words never to return and punched him on the left temple. The Claimant got 
out and walked round to close the passenger door when Mr Khan subjected him to a 
serious attack. The Claimant had not done anything which could be considered 
aggressive or abusive.  
The Claimant brought proceedings against the Respondent on the basis that it was 
vicariously liable for the actions of its employee Mr Khan. The trial judge dismissed the 
claim because he considered that there was an insufficiently close connection between 
what Mr Khan was employed to do and his tortious conduct in attacking the Claimant for 
the Respondent to be liable. The Court of Appeal upheld the judge’s decision. … 
The Supreme Court unanimously allows the Claimant’s appeal and holds the 
Respondent vicariously liable for the actions of its employee, Mr Khan, in attacking the 
Claimant. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.supremecourt.uk/cases/docs/uksc-2014-0087-press-summary.pdf  
 
 

Templeton Prize 

2016 Templeton Prize Laureate: Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks 
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, the former Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew Congregations 
of the Commonwealth who has spent decades bringing spiritual insight to the public 
conversation through mass media, popular lectures and more than two dozen books, has 
been awarded the 2016 Templeton Prize. … 
The Templeton Prize … s one of the world's largest annual awards given to an individual 
and honors a living person who has made exceptional contributions to affirming life's 
spiritual dimension, whether through insight, discovery, or practical works.  … 
In remarks prepared for today's press conference, Rabbi Sacks says:  "Religion, or more 
precisely, religions, should have a voice in the public conversation within the societies of 
the West, as to how to live, how to construct a social order, how to enhance human 
dignity, honour human life, and indeed protect life as a whole ….  Each religion, and each 
strand within each religion, will have to undertake this work, because if religion is not part 
of the solution it will assuredly be a large part of the problem as voices become ever 
more strident, and religious extremists ever more violent." 
Jennifer Simpson, Chair of the John Templeton Foundation Board of Trustees, notes that 
Rabbi Sacks epitomizes future-mindedness, a characteristic revered by her grandfather, 
Sir John Templeton and father, the late Foundation president and chairman Dr. Jack 
Templeton. … 
In nominating Rabbi Sacks for the Prize, former Archbishop of Canterbury Lord George 
Carey wrote: "There are public intellectuals and religious leaders, but few who are both 
at the same time. There are academic scholars and popular communicators, but he is 
both, reaching out far beyond his own constituency through the spoken, written and 
broadcast word."… 
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To read the full press release see 
http://www.templetonprize.org/currentwinner.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
** Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  
 

Scottish Parliament Supplementary Legislative Consent Motion 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/LegislativeConsentMemoranda/ScotlandBillLCM01031
6.pdf 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
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