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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Faith Schools: Admissions 
Jim Cunningham [26962] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what 
representations she has received from civil society organisations on the admissions 
criteria of faith schools; and if she will make a statement. 

Nick Gibb: It is the role of the Schools Adjudicator, not the Secretary of State, to 
consider concerns about school admission arrangements. Where a person or 
body has concerns that a school’s admission arrangements do not comply with 
the School Admissions Code, they may refer an objection to the Adjudicator. The 
Adjudicator must consider whether the arrangements comply with the Code and 
the law relating to admissions. 
It has been possible for groups such as civil society organisations to refer 
objections since 2012. Since then, the Adjudicator has received objections from a 
range of groups or organisations about the admission arrangements of faith 
schools. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-10/26962/  
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Universities: Freedom of Speech 
Baroness Deech: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they are taking to 
ensure freedom of lawful speech at universities, in the light of recent disruptions to 
speeches. 

Baroness Evans of Bowes Park: My Lords, the principles of academic freedom 
and freedom of speech at universities are enshrined in statute. Universities have a 
clear and unambiguous duty to ensure that legal and lawful views can be heard 
but, equally, can be robustly challenged and debated. We will continue to support 
fully those universities which show clear and strong leadership in doing this. 

Baroness Deech: Since your Lordships debated this issue last November, incidents of 
intolerance and violence have continued on our campuses. For example, the silencing of 
a female Muslim reformer at Goldsmiths; smashed glass, fire alarms set off and the 
police called at King’s College London to stop an Israeli peace activist from speaking; 
Peter Tatchell at Canterbury and  other  examples.  Will  the  Minister  speak to the  vice- 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-10/26962/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-10/26962/
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chancellors at Universities UK to ensure that the law on freedom of speech is upheld and 
to ask whether the international reputation of our universities is being damaged? To what 
does she attribute the stifling of intellectual freedom in our universities now? 

Baroness Evans of Bowes Park: The noble Baroness is absolutely right. There 
is clear guidance to universities about their responsibilities to ensure free and 
open debate on campus and we will give full support to university leaderships to 
ensure that legitimate and open debate within the law can take place. It is 
concerning that we have seen a number of incidents, as the noble Baroness said. 
Part of the beauty of going to university is the ability to debate, to have your views 
challenged and to challenge others. We must continue to support all universities 
in making sure that all students continue to have that opportunity. 

Lord Pearson of Rannoch: My Lords, do the Government agree that criticism and 
debate about our religions should be part of freedom of speech at our universities, and 
indeed elsewhere, but that the lawful line is crossed when adherents to those religions 
are insulted for their beliefs? Is it not that that becomes incitement? 

Baroness Evans of Bowes Park: Universities are uniquely placed to provide 
intellectual and robust challenge to narratives and they must continue to do this. 
Of course, students and academics have the right to protest peacefully but this 
cannot lead to intimidation, harassment or the silencing of those they disagree 
with. That must be stopped. 

Lord Morris of Aberavon: My Lords, if a proposed speech is known to be unlawful I 
would understand any appropriate restrictions, but would not succumbing to mob rule to 
deny freedom of expression be wholly contrary to the ethos and purpose of a university? 
I speak as a former chancellor of a university. 

Baroness Evans of Bowes Park: I entirely agree with the sentiments of the 
noble and learned Lord. Unfortunately, it has seemed at times that student unions 
have taken a somewhat inconsistent approach to freedom of speech—actively 
inviting speakers who promote intolerance but banning and silencing others. As I 
have said, the Government are supporting university leaderships to make sure 
that we preserve freedom of speech. It is hugely important and allows students 
the opportunity to challenge and debate ideas, which is part of the whole purpose 
of going to university. 

The Lord Bishop of Worcester: My Lords, now is not the time for confessions but I 
would observe that as an undergraduate, I saw things in very black and white terms. I do 
not now, despite what might be suggested by my attire. I would have loved to have been 
rebuked by Parliament as an undergraduate. Does the Minister agree that in intervening 
in situations such as these, we run the risk of being counterproductive? 

Baroness Evans of Bowes Park: Universities are autonomous bodies. As I have 
already said, students and academics have the right to protest peacefully, and we 
cannot quash freedom of speech. That is why, as I said, we will be supporting 
universities and making sure that legitimate, lawful debate can take place, that 
people have their views heard and that views that people may find offensive are 
robustly challenged. 

Baroness Garden of Frognal: What dialogue have the Government had with 
universities to support freedom of speech, while implementing the guidance that 
university events should be cancelled unless the authorities are entirely convinced that 
the risk that views could draw people into terrorism can be fully mitigated? 

Baroness Evans of Bowes Park: We have ongoing discussions with universities. 
All universities submitted the first self-assessment form following the introduction 
of the Prevent statutory duty in January, and this will be followed in the spring by 
detailed assessments of their policies and procedures. 

Lord Singh of Wimbledon: My Lords, debate should always be conducted in courteous 
terms but does the Minister agree that words such as “antisemitism” and “Islamophobia” 
and those relating to any other type of religious phobia should not be used as shields to 
stifle legitimate debate? 
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Baroness Evans of Bowes Park: As I said, we absolutely want to support 
students and universities in ensuring that legitimate, lawful debate and the 
challenging of ideas happens in our universities. That is a tenet of our higher 
education system that we are proud of and want to continue. This Government will 
carry on supporting universities and students who want to continue to participate 
in such debate. … 

Baroness O'Neill of Bengarve: Does the Minister have any views about the most 
effective means by which university vice-chancellors and councils can alter the climate in 
which some people confuse the passion of their own disagreement with a licence to 
silence? 

Baroness Evans of Bowes Park: There is a good, strong relationship between 
vice-chancellors and students in many universities. Indeed, as Louise Richardson, 
vice-chancellor of Oxford University, has said, students must learn to engage with 
ideas that they find objectionable and be more willing to debate with opponents to 
try to change their minds. Statements like that from vice-chancellors, encouraging 
students and making clear the need to debate and argue about ideas, are very 
positive. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160222-
0001.htm#1602228000431  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Faith Schools: Admissions 
Viscount Ridley [HL5988] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what consideration they 
have given to the finding of the report An Unholy Mess, published by the Fair Admissions 
Campaign and the British Humanist Association last year, that a number of religiously 
selective schools have sought to require all parents to commit to supporting the particular 
religious ethos of the school as part of the admission process; and what assessment they 
have made of the impact of any such practice on the encouragement of applications from 
a diverse range of religious and non-religious backgrounds. 

Lord Nash: I refer the Noble Lord to my response to questions HL5900 and 
HL5901, submitted to Parliament on 18 February 2016. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-08/HL5988/  
 

The answers referred to above can be read at  
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-03/HL5900/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-03/HL5901/  
 

Faith Schools: Admissions 
Baroness Lister of Burtersett [HL6045] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light 
of the report by the Fair Admissions Campaign and British Humanist Association last 
year claiming widespread breaches of the School Admissions Code among religiously 
selective schools, what assessment they have made of the impact on the number of 
breaches of the School Admissions Code of preventing groups and organisations from 
submitting objections to school admission arrangements. 

Lord Nash: I refer the Baroness Lister to the answer to HL5704, which was 
submitted to Parliament on 12 February 2016. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-09/HL6045/  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160222-0001.htm#1602228000431
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-03/HL5900/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-03/HL5901/
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The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5704/  
 

 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-15697 John Wilson: Opposing Restrictions on the Freedom to Protest—That 
the Parliament condemns what it understands is the recent decision by the UK 
Government to ban public bodies, including local councils and some university student 
unions, from carrying out the BDS Movement’s campaigns against, and boycott’s of, 
Israeli goods; asserts that people have a right to protest and that this can take many 
shapes or forms; understands that similar campaigns helped weaken the South African 
state during the apartheid era; believes that such public bodies have a right to take 
protest action without interference from central government, and wholly condemns what it 
sees as the UK Government’s attack on peaceful protest. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-15697&ResultsPerPage=10 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Middle East: Conflict Stability and Security Fund 
Joan Ryan [27124] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
pursuant to the Answer of 9 February 2016 to Question 25979, which 10 Israeli NGOs 
receive funding from the Conflict Stability and Security Fund; and which two NGOs 
receive funds through the Bilateral Programme Budgets. 

Tobias Ellwood: We supply funding for projects delivered by the following 10 
Israeli Non-Government Offices (NGOs) through the Conflict Stability and Security 
Fund: The Peres Centre for Peace; Injaz - Centre for Professional Arab Local 
Governance; Kids Creating Peace; Yesh Din; Gisha; Peace Now; Terrestrial 
Jerusalem; The International Peace and Cooperation Centre; Rabbis for Human 
Rights and the Jerusalem Community Advocacy Network. 
We also fund projects delivered by the following NGOs through the Bilateral 
Programme Budget: Burj Al Luqluq Youth Center and Silwan Youth Center. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-11/27124/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Joan Ryan [27125] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
pursuant to the Answer of 10 February 2016 to Question 26100, what proportion of her 
Department's financial assistance for Palestinian development funds other projects which 
foster coexistence between Israelis and Palestinians. 
Joan Ryan [27126] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
pursuant to the Answer of 10 February 2016 to Question 26100, what estimate her 
Department has made of the proportion of the £349 million spent in support of 
Palestinian development from 2011 to 2015 which has gone to support projects which 
promote coexistence. 

Desmond Swayne:   The   DFID   Palestinian   Programme   supports   the   HMG  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5704/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5704/
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-15697&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-15697&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-11/27124/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-11/27124/
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objective of protecting the viability of a two state solution. DFID’s work in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories tends to consist of large-scale and strategic 
programmes that fit within our three priority areas; state building, economic 
development and alleviating poverty and vulnerability. Through the cross-
government Conflict Stability and Security Fund (CSSF), the UK continues to 
support several projects which promote coexistence. These projects include 
support for the Peres Centre for Peace Training Doctors Programme which brings 
Israelis and Palestinians together through medical care and training to combat 
stereotypes and build trust. Additionally we work on projects with youth groups 
and through sport to encourage engagement between Israelis and Palestinians. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-11/27125/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-11/27126/ 
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Richard Burden [27150] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
pursuant to the Answer of 10 February 2016 to Question 25684, what discussions she 
has had with her EU counterparts on the (a) destruction of structures confirmed to have 
been funded by the EU and (b) possibility of seeking costs related to that damage from 
Israeli authorities. 

Desmond Swayne: We are awaiting confirmation from OCHA and the EU on the 
details of the structures demolished in South Hebron. We have raised our 
concerns with the Israeli government over the demolition of these structures in 
South Hebron. Demolitions of Palestinian homes and buildings cause 
unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians, and are harmful to the peace 
process. The UK continues to raise with Israeli authorities our serious concern at 
the increase in demolitions of Palestinian properties and structures in Area C of 
the West Bank and in East Jerusalem. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-11/27150/  

 
Iran: Hezbollah and Hamas 

Louise Ellman [27183] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent assessment he has made of the extent of funding from Iran for (a) 
Hezbollah and (b) Hamas; and if he will make a statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: We continue to have serious concerns about Iran’s support for 
Hamas and the military wing of Hezbollah, which reportedly includes the provision 
of financial resources and training as well as the supply of military equipment. We 
call on Iran to end such support, which directly undermines the prospects for 
lasting peace in the region, and to abide by all relevant UN obligations. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-11/27183/  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

See Motion S4M-15697 which appears in the “Home Affairs” section above. 

TOP 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
** Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160222-
0001.htm#1602228000440 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160222-
0002.htm#16022232000110  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

** Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/globalassets/documents/legislation/bills/executive-
bills/session-2015-2016/addressing-bullying-in-schools/ml1---cs---18.2.16.pdf  
 

Bill as amended in Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0097/16097.pdf  

 
** Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
 

Consideration Stage 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&amp;eveDate=2016/02/22&amp;
docID=260126#2018265  

TOP 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 6 days 
Hate Crime in Scotland (closing date 29 February 2016) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KDVLKYR 

TOP 
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