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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Higher Education: Freedom of Expression 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Andrew Percy [26522] To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills, 
what assessment he has made of the implications for freedom of speech in universities 
of recent reports of violent protests at an Israeli Society event at King's College London. 
Andrew Percy [26665] To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills, 
what steps his Department has taken to ensure that freedom of speech in universities is 
safeguarded; and what assessment he has made of the effect of the reported forced 
closure of an Israel Society event at King's College London on his Department's policies. 

Joseph Johnson: The Government strongly opposes any kind of violence or 
intimidation that curtails free speech in universities and leads to the closure of 
peaceful meetings. 
King’s College London has undertaken its own review of the protests at the Israeli 
Society event on 19th January and concluded that a number of individuals 
“intentionally disrupted the rights of others to exercise freedom of speech within 
the law”. 
Whilst the violent protests were deplorable, KCL has acted to reiterate its 
commitment to free speech and take disciplinary measures against individuals 
concerned. 
The Prevent duty introduced in September 2015 requires institutions to have 
robust policies and procedures in place to manage events such as this in order to 
protect students and staff and safeguard freedom of speech. As the designated 
monitoring body, the Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE) will 
be making an assessment of compliance with the requirements of the duty. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-09/26522/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-09/26665/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

See the “Home Affairs” section for answers to two parliamentary questions about “Higher 
Education: Freedom of Expression”. 
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Mohammed al-Qeeq 
Baroness Tonge [HL5991] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding the continued detention of Mohammed 
al-Qeeq, currently on hunger strike, without charge or trial. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not made any representations on 
this specific case, officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv are following this case 
and those of the other hunger strikers closely and have spoken to Amnesty 
International about them. Officials from our Consulate General in Jerusalem 
maintain a dialogue with the relevant Palestinian organisations about the condition 
of the hunger strikers. The EU in Jerusalem recently issued a local statement on 
administrative detentions, including the case of Mr Al Qeeq. We have been 
informed that Mr al-Qeeq is in a stable condition and has not been forced-fed as 
alleged. 
We remain concerned about Israel’s extensive use of administrative detention 
which, according to international law, should be used only when security makes 
this absolutely necessary rather than as routine practice, and as a preventive 
rather than a punitive measure. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-08/HL5991/  
 

Israel: Equality 
Baroness Tonge [HL5992] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding the rejection by the Knesset of the 
amendment proposed by MK Jamal Zahalka to include a clause on equality in Israel's 
Basic Law. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised this specific issue with the 
Israeli authorities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-08/HL5992/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL5993] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what recent 
representations they have made to the government of Israel concerning the case of the 
Hares Boys. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We continue to monitor developments in the case 
of the Hares boys and raise the issue with the Israeli authorities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-08/HL5993/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL5990] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding its latest land appropriation in the 
Jordan Valley. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns:  We  have  not  raised  this  issue  with  the Israeli  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-08/HL5991/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-08/HL5991/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-08/HL5992/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-08/HL5992/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-08/HL5993/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-08/HL5993/
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authorities. However, we have been clear that Area C (including a significant 
proportion of the Jordan Valley) is an integral part of a future Palestinian State. 
Our Consul-General in Jerusalem recently authored an article in the Israeli press 
about Area C. Officials from our Consulate General have also hosted several 
events in Area C, including in the Jordan Valley, highlighting our support for 
Palestinian communities in Area C. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-08/HL5990/  
 

Israel: Christianity 
Baroness Tonge [HL5994] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps the UK 
Embassy in Israel has taken to monitor attacks on Christian places of worship. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv are in 
regular contact with representatives of churches on a range of issues, including 
concern about attacks on places of worship. The last attack occurred on 17 
January when the Dormition Abbey compound of the Orthodox Church in the Old 
City of Jerusalem was vandalised with anti-Christian slogans. The ‘Tag Meir’ 
organisation has listed 44 cases of vandalism and arson on Christian and Muslim 
places of worship in Israel and the West Bank since December 2009. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-08/HL5994/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL5995] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding the demolition of 22 structures in 
Khirbet Jenbah in order to create an army training zone. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv recently 
raised the demolitions in a high-level meeting with a senior Israeli defence official. 
We also regularly raise our concerns with the Israeli authorities over demolitions 
in general. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-08/HL5995/  
 

Gaza: International Red Cross 
Lord Turnberg [HL6084] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Palestine about the re-opening the Red Cross offices 
closed by recent violence in Gaza. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We understand that the International Committee 
of the Red Cross office in Gaza closed on 7 February for security reasons 
following protests in solidarity with a Palestinian hunger striker in Israeli detention. 
We have not raised this specific issue with the Palestinian Authority (PA) but we 
have urged the PA to make progress on resuming control in Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-09/HL6084/  
 
 

United Nations 

UN and partner agency inaugurate first child-friendly spaces in West Bank refugee 
camp 
The first ever child-friendly spaces – a football pitch and a playground – were 
inaugurated today in Aida refugee camp in the West Bank’s town of Bethlehem by the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East  and 
the Lajee Center, a community-based grassroots creative cultural centre. 
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"The football pitch and playground inaugurated today are tremendously important for the 
well-being of the children of Aida Camp,” said the Commissioner-General of UNRWA, 
Pierre Krähenbühl, in a press release. 
“Together with our Palestinian and international partners, we are committed to continue 
supporting the children who have endured so much unacceptable pain and suffering,” he 
stressed. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53253#.VsXvY5N96nY  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Hate Crime in Scotland (closing date 29 February 2016) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KDVLKYR 
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