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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Schools: Admissions / Faith Schools: Admissions 
The following fourteen questions all received the same answer 

Lord Warner [HL5720] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of the findings of the report by the Fair Admissions Campaign and British Humanist 
Association, An Unholy Mess, and in particular that report’s recommendations that 
guidance be produced for schools to help them to ensure that they comply fully with the 
School Admissions  
Lord Warner [HL5721] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they have taken 
better to enforce compliance with the Schools Admissions Code among religiously 
selective schools, in the light of the findings of the report by the Fair Admissions 
Campaign and British Humanist Association, An Unholy Mess. 
Lord Warner [HL5800] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what consideration they have 
given to the finding of the report An Unholy Mess, published by the Fair Admissions 
Campaign last year, that a significant number of religiously selective schools are 
employing religious selection criteria that was not permitted by their relevant religious 
authority, contrary to the School Admissions Code. 
Lord Warner [HL5801] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of the objection submitted to the Office of the Schools Adjudicator that a state-
funded school sought to prioritise the admission of children on the basis of whether or not 
their parents have sex during the period of a mother's menstruation. 
Lord Warner [HL5802] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what consideration they have 
given to the finding of the report by the Fair Admissions Campaign and the British 
Humanist Association last year An Unholy Mess that a number of religiously selective 
schools have been breaking the Equality Act 2010 by directly discriminating on the basis 
of race or gender. 
Lord Warner [HL5803] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what consideration they have 
given to the finding of the report by the Fair Admissions Campaign and the British 
Humanist Association last year An Unholy Mess that a significant number of religiously 
selective schools are asking parents for information they do not need, and are not 
allowed to ask for, such as whether they are UK nationals or speak English as an 
additional language. 
Lord Warner [HL5804] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what consideration they have 
given to the finding of the report by the Fair Admissions Campaign and the British 
Humanist Association last year  An Unholy  Mess  that a  significant number of religiously  
 



 2 

 

selective schools are not allowing all applicants to be admitted, even when a school is 
undersubscribed, and what steps they are taking to ensure that all schools comply with 
the School Admissions Code in this regard. 
Lord Warner [HL5805] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what consideration they have 
given to the finding of the report by the Fair Admissions Campaign and the British 
Humanist Association last year An Unholy Mess that a significant number of religiously 
selective schools are not making clear in their admission arrangements the process by 
which children with statements of special educational needs are admitted; and what 
steps they are taking to ensure that all schools have clear guidance regarding that. 
Lord Harrison [HL5806] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what consideration they have 
given to the finding of the report by the Fair Admissions Campaign and the British 
Humanist Association last year An Unholy Mess that a significant proportion of religiously 
selective schools are not properly publishing their admission arrangements, thereby 
depriving parents of the information they need to navigate the admissions process. 
Lord Harrison [HL5807] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what consideration they have 
given to the finding of the report by the Fair Admissions Campaign and the British 
Humanist Association last year An Unholy Mess that a majority of religiously selective 
schools may not be properly prioritising looked-after, and previously looked-after, 
children in their admission arrangements, and what steps they are taking to address this. 
Lord Harrison [HL5808] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what consideration they have 
given to the finding of the report by the Fair Admissions Campaign and the British 
Humanist Association last year An Unholy Mess that a significant number of religiously 
selective schools are still interviewing prospective pupils, despite this being banned in 
2006. 
Lord Harrison [HL5809] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what consideration they have 
given to the finding of the report by the Fair Admissions Campaign and the British 
Humanist Association last year An Unholy Mess that a significant number of religiously 
selective schools are requiring practical or financial support for associated organisations 
such as churches and synagogues from parents, and what steps they are taking to 
address this. 
Lord Harrison [HL5810] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what consideration they have 
given to the finding of the report by the Fair Admissions Campaign and the British 
Humanist Association last year An Unholy Mess that a significant number of religiously 
selective schools are asking parents for information they do not need, and are not 
allowed to ask for, such as the predicted grades of their children, and how this could be 
prevented in future. 
Lord Harrison [HL5811] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what consideration they have 
given to the finding of the report by the Fair Admissions Campaign and the British 
Humanist Association last year An Unholy Mess that a significant number of religiously 
selective schools are breaking the School Admissions Code by taking into account the 
past behaviour, attendance, attitude, or achievement, of children. 

Lord Nash: Admission authorities for all state-funded schools, including schools 
with a religious designation, are required to comply with the mandatory provisions 
of the School Admissions Code and other admissions law. 
Where an objection is made to the Schools Adjudicator, if the arrangements are 
found to be unfair or fail to comply with the Code, the admission authority must 
make changes to ensure their arrangements are compliant without undue delay. 
Where an admission authority fails to implement decisions of the adjudicator, the 
Secretary of State may direct the admission authority to do so. 
We continue to keep the Code under review, and, where we consider any 
changes are necessary to make the admissions system work more effectively for 
parents, these will be subject to a full public consultation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5720/  
and 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5720/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5720/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5721/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5800/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5801/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5802/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5803/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5804/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5805/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5806/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5807/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5808/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5809/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5810/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5811/  
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
http://fairadmissions.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/An-Unholy-Mess.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Lord Hylton [HL5665] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they are 
making to the government of Israel following the arrest of three members of the 
Palestinian Legislative Council, Hatim Qufayshah, Isa al-Ja’bari, and Muhammad Abu-
Tayr; and whether they will take steps to discover what charges, if any, will be brought 
against them, and whether they will be released on bail. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5721/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5721/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5800/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5800/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5801/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5801/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5802/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5802/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5803/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5803/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5804/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5804/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5805/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5805/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5806/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5806/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5807/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5807/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5808/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5808/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5809/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5809/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5810/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5810/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5811/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5811/
http://fairadmissions.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/An-Unholy-Mess.pdf
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Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not specifically raised the arrests 
of the three Palestinian Legislative Council Members with the Israeli authorities, 
we remain concerned about Israel’s extensive use of administrative detention 
which, according to international law, should be used only when security makes 
this absolutely necessary rather than as routine practice, and as a preventive 
rather than a punitive measure. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5665/  
 

Israel: Detainees 
Baroness Tonge [HL5676] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have had with the government of Israel regarding its use of administrative detention. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We remain concerned about Israel’s extensive 
use of administrative detention which, according to international law, should only 
be used when security makes this absolutely necessary rather than as routine 
practice, and as a preventative rather than a punitive measure. We continue to 
call on the Israeli authorities to comply with their obligations under international 
law and either charge or release detainees. We have raised these concerns with 
the Israeli authorities on many occasions, including at Foreign Minister, Attorney 
General and National Security Adviser levels. Officials from our Embassy in Tel 
Aviv most recently raised the matter of the use of administrative detention on 3 
November 2015 with Israeli officials from the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and the Office of the Deputy Attorney General. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5676/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL5677] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have had with the government of Israel regarding the deaths of two people killed during 
protests in Gaza in mid January. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We are deeply concerned by the recent violence 
in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories and deaths and injuries of both 
Palestinians and Israelis during this time. Since the start of the current violence, 
Ministers and officials have spoken regularly to both the Israeli government and 
the Palestinian Authority on the urgent need to de-escalate the tensions. Officials 
from our Embassy in Tel Aviv most recently raised concerns over the use of force 
by Israeli security forces with Israeli officials on 3 February. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5677/ 
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL5678] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what response they have 
made to Israel’s reported decision to reject recommendation 13 of UNICEF's 
report Children in Israeli Military Detention: Observations and Recommendations. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Foreign and Commonwealth Office Ministers and 
our Ambassador in Tel Aviv have spoken and written to the Israeli Justice Minister 
and Israeli Attorney General to urge Israel to take action on the report. While we 
welcome recent improvements made by the Israeli authorities, we remain 
concerned at the number of Palestinian minors held in Israeli detention. We will 
continue to raise these concerns with the Government of Israel to ensure that 
international standards are upheld in regards to the treatment of Palestinian 
children detained. We are also funding a further visit in February for the authors of 
the independent report. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5678/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5665/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5665/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5676/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5676/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5677/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5677/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5678/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5678/


 5 

 

The report referred to above can be read at 
http://www.unicef.org/oPt/UNICEF_oPt_Children_in_Israeli_Military_Detention_Observati
ons_and_Recommendations_-_6_March_2013.pdf  
 

Israel: Bedouin 
Baroness Tonge [HL5679] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
are making to the government of Israel with regard to the two Bedouin villages, Umm al-
Ḥīrān and Atir, due to be destroyed by Israel in order to establish a new Jewish 
settlement and to plant a forest. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv are 
following this situation closely. We continue to encourage the Israeli authorities 
and Bedouin communities to work together to identify a satisfactory solution to the 
issue. We believe any solution must respect the equality of all Israel’s citizens, 
avoid forced relocations and be consistent with Israel’s commitments under 
international law. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5679/  
 

Mohammed Abu Tair 
Baroness Tonge [HL5680] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding the arrest and detention of Mohammed 
Abu Tair. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised the specific case of the arrest 
and detention of Muhammad Abu Tair with the Israeli Authorities. However, we 
remain concerned about Israel’s extensive use of administrative detention which, 
according to international law, should be used only when security makes this 
absolutely necessary rather than as routine practice, and as a preventive rather 
than a punitive measure. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5680/  
 

Foreign Relations 
Baroness Deech [HL5905] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the answer by 
Baroness Anelay of St Johns on 2 February about private representations to Saudi 
Arabia concerning the number of executions (HL Deb, col 1580), and the Written Answer 
on 1 February (HL5108) regarding private representations made to the Palestinian 
Minister of Health concerning incitement to violence, and in the light of their public 
statements condemning Israeli settlement policy, what criteria they use to determine 
whether criticisms of foreign governments should be made in public or in private. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The British Government makes decisions about 
how to deal with different situations on the basis of how it believes it can best 
achieve its objectives. It therefore uses different approaches in different 
circumstances. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-03/HL5905/  
 

The oral answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160201-
0001.htm#1602019000342  

 

and the written answer can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-18/HL5108/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

** Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/globalassets/documents/legislation/bills/executive-
bills/session-2015-2016/addressing-bullying-in-schools/noa1---cs---12.2.16.pdf  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Hate Crime in Scotland (closing date 29 February 2016) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KDVLKYR 

TOP 
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