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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Richard Burden [25682] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of the effects of the demolition of structures in the 
South Hebron Hills on 2 February 2016 on (a) future compliance with UN resolutions and 
(b) the peace process; and if he will make a statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: The UK position on demolitions is clear: demolitions cause 
unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians; are harmful to the peace process; 
and are, in all but the most exceptional of cases, contrary to international 
humanitarian law. The Fourth Geneva Convention is clear that the destruction of 
any real or personal property in Occupied Territory is not justified unless it is 
rendered absolutely necessary by military operations. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-03/25682/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Richard Burden [25683] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what representations he has (a) received and (b) made on the demolition of 
structures in the South Hebron Hills on 2 February 2016. 

David Lidington: We have not received any representations on this issue. An 
official from our Embassy in Tel Aviv raised our concerns about the demolition of 
structures in the South Hebron Hills with the Israeli Office for the Coordination of 
Government Activities in the Territories on 3 February. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-03/25683/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Richard Burden [25684] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
whether any of the structures destroyed by the Israeli authorities in the South Hebron 
Hills on 2 February 2016 were fully or part-funded by the Government; and if she will 
make a statement. 

Desmond Swayn: The UK government is concerned by the increase in 
demolitions of properties in Area C of the West Bank which are harmful to peace, 
and continues to raise this with Israeli authorities. According to OCHA, at least 21 
of the 23 structures demolished on 2nd February  in  the  South  Hebron  Hills  had  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-03/25682/
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been funded by international donors. We are awaiting confirmation from OCHA, 
however we understand 10 of these structures were funded by the EU. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-03/25684/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Richard Burden [25725] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what representations he has (a) received from and (b) made to the Israeli 
government on a ruling by a military court on 28 January 2016 ordering the residents of 
Ern ar Rashash to demolish their homes and vacate the area. 

Tobias Ellwood: We have not received any representations on this issue. While 
we have not raised this issue with the Israeli authorities, we do, however, regularly 
raise our concerns with the Israeli authorities over demolitions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-03/25725/   
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Joan Ryan [26050] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
which organisations, projects, ministries of the Palestinian Authority and public services 
have received funding from his Department in the Occupied Palestinian Territories in the 
last three years. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office provided funding in 
2013 to the Al Aqaba Village Council; Qalandia Local Council; the Palestinian 
Authority's (PA) Prime Minister’s Office; the PA Ministry of Justice through the 
Slynn Foundation; in 2014 to the Al-Yanoun Village Council; The Slynn 
Foundation (with Bingham Centre for the Rule of Law); and in 2015 to the Al 
Aqaba Village Council; The Palestinian Commission Against the Wall and 
Settlements and the Sinjel Municipality. 
We also provided funding to the PA Ministry of Justice from 2012-2014 for a 
sustainable transformation of the Ministry to become a high performing institution 
for rule of law within the OPTs and a beacon for other PA Ministries. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-05/26050/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Joan Ryan [26100]To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, what 
support her Department has provided to projects fostering co-existence between Israelis 
and Palestinians in each of the last five years. 

Desmond Swayne: DFID does not directly fund joint Israeli-Palestinian 
programmes. However, through the Conflict Stability and Security Fund (CSSF), 
the UK provides support for the ‘Youth Creating Peace On/Line’ project which 
encourages educational cooperation between Palestinians and Israelis. The 
project, run by NGO ‘Kids Creating Peace’, uses dialogue and leadership 
workshops to train participants to become peace advocates in their communities 
and beyond. The UK is providing £40,000 to ‘Youth Creating Peace On/Line’ for 
2016/17. 
DFID provided £349 million in support of Palestinian development from 2011-15 
and will provide a further £72 million in 2015-16. For a breakdown on how 
financial assistance in the Palestinian Territories is spent, information is published 
on DFID’s Development Tracker website  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-05/26100/  
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United Nations 

Secretary-General Appoints Tamar Hahn of Israel Director of United Nations 
Information Centre in Buenos Aires 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has appointed Tamar Hahn of Israel 
Director of the United Nations Information Centre in Buenos Aires, which serves 
Argentina and Uruguay.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sga1635.doc.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Hate Crime in Scotland (closing date 29 February 2016) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KDVLKYR 
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