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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Business of the House 
col 1104  Bob Blackman: … The Community Security Trust reported this week that the 
number of anti-Semitic incidents has fallen by a welcome 21%. However, before we all 
get complacent, that is the third highest level on record, and it follows the highest level 
ever recorded. May we have a statement from the Home Secretary responding to that 
report to make clear what action the Government will take to make sure that anti-Semitic 
incidents are not only treated seriously, but combated across this country? 

Chris Grayling: I absolutely echo that point. I commend the work of the 
Community Security Trust. This is every bit as much of an issue as the events in 
Dewsbury last week, which were mentioned earlier. Anti-Semitic racist incitement 
in our society is utterly unacceptable, and so is incitement of race hatred against 
any group in our society. All of us in this House should stand against it when we 
discover it and see it. It is unacceptable and should never be tolerated. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160204/debtext/16020
4-0002.htm  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Higher Education: Demonstrations 
Bob Blackman [24779] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
assessment she has made of policing on university campuses following the violent 
protests and criminal damage by demonstrators at an Israel Society event at King's 
College London last week. 

Mike Penning: The operational policing of protests and demonstrations are 
principally a matter for Chief Officers of each force in England and Wales. 
Peaceful protest is a vital part of a democratic society. It is a long-standing 
tradition in this country that people are free to gather together and to demonstrate 
their views. However, like all members of the public, protesters are subject to the 
law. Should individuals cross the boundary into criminal acts including public order 
offences, criminal damage, hate crime offences or violent behaviour, the police 
have a range of powers to take action. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-28/24779/  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160204/debtext/160204-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160204/debtext/160204-0002.htm
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-28/24779/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-28/24779/
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House of Lords Written Answer 

Community Relations 
Lord Ouseley [HL5672] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of the levels of social cohesion in towns in Britain, such as Boston in Lincolnshire. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: Over generations, we in Britain have built a 
successful multi-racial, multi-faith democracy. According to the 2013/14 
Community Life Survey, 85 per cent of people agreed that their local area is a 
place where people from different backgrounds get on well together. But the job of 
building a more cohesive country is never complete and we recognise the scale of 
the challenge in some communities. That is why the Prime Minister has charged 
Louise Casey to carry out a review of how to boost opportunity and integration in 
these communities and bring Britain together as one nation. We will use her 
interim report to inform our plans for funding a new wider Cohesive Communities 
Programme, focusing resources on improving integration and extending 
opportunity in those communities that most need it. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5672/  
 

 

Welsh Assembly Written Answer 

Addressing Anti-Semitism 
12. Darren Millar: Will the Minister make a statement on action being taken to 
address anti-Semitism in Wales? OAQ(4)0416(CTP) 

Lesley Griffeths: The Welsh Government is implementing our hate crimes 
and incidents framework to tackle all racially and religiously motivated hate 
crimes. The Welsh Government funds the National Hate Crime Report and 
Support Centre, and educational resources have been provided for schools 
in partnership with the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust.  

http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/qnr.aspx?meetingid=3536&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings  

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

Northern Ireland Assembly Written Answers 

Holocaust education 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Peter Weir [AQW 53486/11-16] To ask the Minister of Education to detail what 
provisions or requirements there are in the curriculum or syllabus to educate pupils about 
the Holocaust. 
Peter Weir [AQW 53487/11-16] To ask the Minister of Education to detail the number of 
teachers that have received training or attended courses relating to teaching about the 
Holocaust. 

Teaching about the Holocaust is not a statutory requirement in our curriculum. 
However, there are opportunities for pupils to explore the Holocaust and related 
topics, particularly at Key Stage 2 via the ‘World Around Us’ and ‘Personal 
Development & Mutual Understanding’ and at Key Stage 3 via ‘Learning for Life 
and Work’ and ‘Environment and Society’. 
In terms of statutory requirements, pupils must be provided with the opportunity to  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5672/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5672/
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/qnr.aspx?meetingid=3536&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/qnr.aspx?meetingid=3536&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings
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investigate the impact of significant events of the 20th Century on the world as 
part of the minimum content for History at Key Stage 3. 
My Department does not hold details of the number of teachers that have received 
training or attended courses relating to teaching about the Holocaust. However to 
encourage schools to mark the Holocaust Memorial Day on 27 January 2016, my 
Department brought the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust’s resource “Don’t Stand 
By” to the attention of all post-primary schools via the C2k notice board, the 
information management system used by schools here. 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=256841  
and 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=256842  
 
 

United Nations 

Ban honours memory of Holocaust victims at New York synagogue 
… “The world faces a crisis of protection,” Mr. Ban told members of the congregation. 
“That is why it is so important that we never forget the lessons of the Holocaust.” … 
Mr. Ban stressed that new conflicts and genocide can only be prevented by “breaking 
down the walls of intolerance and division.” 
“The Holocaust was a colossal crime. Six million Jews were systematically rounded up 
and murdered. Millions of others were killed alongside them – prisoners of war, political 
dissidents, members of minority groups, such as Roma and Sinti, homosexuals and 
persons with disabilities,” he recalled, adding that the evidence is irrefutable, and those 
who deny it only perpetuate falsehoods and make a mockery of the pain. 
“We must ask ourselves why and how this could happen and together work to prevent 
such atrocities from happening again,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53176#.Vrc58WR94qI 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

See also “Higher Education: Demonstrations” [24779] in the “Home Affairs” 
section above. 
 

Islamic State 
Craig Whittaker [24661] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what discussions he has had with the Israeli government on tackling the spread 
of Daesh in the Middle East. 

Tobias Ellwood: Foreign and Commonwealth Office officials have regular 
discussions with the Israeli Government on shared security threats. These include 
sharing analysis on the spread of Daesh across the Middle East, and discussing 
our efforts to tackle this spread, including through the Global Counter-Daesh 
Coalition, international sanctions, and support to bolster countries in the region, 
such as Jordan. 
I will be visiting Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories later this month 
where I will continue these discussions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-28/24661/  
 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=256841
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=256842
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=9439
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53176#.Vrc58WR94qI
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-28/24661/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-28/24661/
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House of Lords Written Answers 

Samir Awad 
Baroness Tonge [HL5414] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have had with the government of Israel concerning the charges brought against those 
convicted of the killing of Samir Awad. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not had any discussions with the Israeli 
authorities on this specific issue. However, we remain concerned about the high 
number of criminal investigations into fatal shootings of Palestinians that are 
closed without indictments. Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv regularly meet 
senior Israeli officials in the Ministry of Justice, Attorney General’s Office, Military 
Advocate General’s office, State Comptroller, National Security Council and other 
government bodies to lobby on this issue. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-25/HL5414/  

 
Israel: Palestinians 

Baroness Tonge [HL5415] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning the claim by a resident in Bardala that 
the Israeli army and water company have taken their water and are selling it back to 
villagers. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not made representations on this 
specific issue to the Israeli authorities but are aware of the dire situation in this 
Palestinian village in the northern Jordan Valley area of the West Bank. We 
regularly raise the issue of water in the Occupied Palestinian Territories with the 
Israeli authorities, stressing the urgent need for Israel to improve this 
unacceptable situation and ensure fair distribution of water in the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-25/HL5415/ 
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL5416] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding the demolition of a Palestinian tree 
nursery by the Israel Defence Forces that had previously been robbed by Israeli settlers. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not made representations on this 
specific issue to the Israeli authorities. We do, however, regularly raise our 
concerns with the Israeli authorities over demolitions and settler violence. We 
understand that during the most recent olive harvesting season destruction was at 
a lower level than previous years due to stronger coordination between the Israel 
Defence Forces and Palestinian local authorities. Officials from our Embassy in 
Tel Aviv met Israeli government and community leaders to urge them to take 
action and speak out against settler violence. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-25/HL5416/  
 

Nasser Nawaj'a 
Baroness Tonge [HL5417] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel following the arrest and detention of Nasser 
Nawaj’a. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Our Embassy in Tel Aviv has been following this 
case and we now understand that Nasser Nawaj’ah has been released. However, 
we remain concerned about Israel’s extensive use of administrative detention 
which,  according to international law, should be used only when security makes it  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-25/HL5414/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-25/HL5414/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-25/HL5415/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-25/HL5415/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-25/HL5416/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-25/HL5416/
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absolutely necessary rather than as routine practice, and as a preventive rather 
than a punitive measure. Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv most recently 
raised this matter on 3 November 2015 with Israeli officials from the Ministry of 
Justice, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Office of the Deputy Attorney 
General. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-25/HL5417/  
 

Mohammad Faisal Abu Sakha 
Baroness Tonge [HL5418] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning the detention of Mohammad Faisal 
Abu Sakha. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Government has not raised Mr Abu Sakha’s 
particular case with the Israeli authorities. However, we remain concerned about 
Israel’s extensive use of administrative detention which, according to international 
law, should be used only when security makes this absolutely necessary rather 
than as routine practice, and as a preventive rather than a punitive measure. 
Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv raised the issue most recently on 3 
November 2015 with Israeli officials from the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and the Office of the Deputy Attorney General. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-25/HL5418/  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-15573 Jackson Carlaw: Israel Needs Cultural Bridges, not Boycotts—That the 
Parliament acknowledges the recently published open letter signed by over 150 high-
profile cultural and political figures in support of the aims of Culture for Coexistence, an 
independent UK network representing a cross-section from the cultural world; notes that 
this open letter calls for an end to cultural boycotts of Israel and Israeli artists; notes the 
views expressed in the letter in support of a two-state solution and the promotion of 
greater understanding, mutual acceptance and peace through cultural engagement; 
notes that one example of this cultural exchange took place in 2015 year when the 
Israeli artist, Matan Ben-Cnaan, won first prize in the 2015 BP International Portrait 
Award and was given the opportunity to teach art to local school children at the opening 
of the exhibition at the National Portrait Gallery; hopes that, through groups such as the 
Centre for Scotland and Israel Relations, based in East Renfrewshire, similar educational 
and cultural programmes will take place in the coming months, and notes the 
views expressed in the letter that “Cultural engagement builds bridges, nurtures freedom 
and positive movement for change. We wholly endorse encouraging such a powerful tool 
for change rather than boycotting its use”. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-15573&ResultsPerPage=10 
 

The above Motion is identical to Motion S4M-14642 which was laid in October 2015. The 
Motion is due to be debated in the Scottish Parliament later this month. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-14642&ResultsPerPage=10  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-25/HL5417/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-25/HL5417/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-25/HL5418/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-25/HL5418/
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-15573&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-15573&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-14642&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-14642&ResultsPerPage=10
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European Union 

The latest developments in Area C of the occupied Palestinian territory 
In the past weeks there have been a number of developments in Area C of the West 
Bank, which risk undermining the viability of a future Palestinian state and driving the 
parties yet further apart. 
On 25 January Israel decided to declare 154 hectares of land near Jericho in the West 
Bank as state land, and according to the latest reports, decisions have been taken to 
permit further settlement expansion, involving more than 150 new residential units. On 3 
February several Palestinian residential structures in the south Hebron hills were 
demolished. This is particularly concerning both because of the extent of the demolitions 
and also the number of vulnerable individuals affected, including children who need 
support.  
Demolitions included EU funded structures. EU humanitarian activities are carried out in 
full accordance with international humanitarian law, with the sole aim of providing 
humanitarian support to most vulnerable people. We call on the Israeli authorities to 
reverse the decisions taken and to halt further demolitions.  
On 18 January Foreign Ministers in the Council conclusions confirmed the EU's firm 
opposition to Israel's settlement policy and actions taken in this context, 
including demolitions and confiscation, evictions, forced transfers or restrictions of 
movement and access. 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2016/160206_02_en.htm 
 
 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Press briefing note on Israel 
We are extremely concerned at the rapidly deteriorating health of Mohammed Al-Qiq, a 
Palestinian journalist who is on hunger strike in Israel to protest against his administrative 
detention and the ill-treatment he alleges since his arrest on 21 November 2015. 
Mr Al-Qiq has been on hunger strike for over 70 days and is reportedly in a very 
dangerous condition. His doctors have informed him of the possibility of irreversible 
damage to his health.  
Yesterday, the Israeli High Court decided to suspend his administrative detention until he 
regains his health and is able to leave hospital, at which point the order could be applied 
again on the basis that he becomes a security threat. 
We reiterate our concerns at the situation of Palestinian administrative detainees who are 
held without charge or trial by the Israeli authorities, often on the basis of secret 
evidence, for periods of up to six months which are extendable indefinitely.  
We call, once again, upon the Israeli authorities to end their practice of administrative 
detention and to either release immediately or promptly charge and prosecute all 
administrative detainees, with all the judicial guarantees required by international human 
rights law and standards.  
We also urge the Israeli authorities to investigate all allegations of ill-treatment in an 
independent, prompt and thorough manner. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=17016&LangID
=E  

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2016/160206_02_en.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=17016&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=17016&LangID=E
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Conscientious Objectors 
Helen Goodman [25509] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, which of the countries listed in the Human Rights and Democracy Report have 
been highlighted as lacking respect for conscientious objection; and what representations 
he has made to his counterpart in each such country on this matter. 

David Lidington: The UK Government recognises that conscientious objection 
can be regarded as a human right under Article 18 of the International Convention 
on Civil and Political Rights. The UK co-sponsored a UN Human Rights Council 
resolution on conscientious objection to military service in 2013. It is important 
that all states live up to their international obligations to protect freedom of 
thought, conscience and religion. The UK Government does not specifically 
monitor respect for conscientious objection in individual countries. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-02/25509/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-02/25509/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-02/25509/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
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Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

 
** Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
 

Committee for Health, Social Services and Public Safety Report 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/globalassets/documents/reports/health/session-2015-
2016/report-on-the-human-transplantation-bill.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Hate Crime in Scotland (closing date 29 February 2016) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KDVLKYR  

TOP 
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