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Holocaust 

House of Commons Debate 

Holocaust Memorial Day 
col 1635  Wes Streeting: … The holocaust did not begin with the systematic slaughter of 
Jews in Europe or even with a brick through the window of a Jewish shop during the 
Kristallnacht of 1938. It began with a simple idea that our differences mark us out as 
superior or inferior to one another. … Some 6 million Jews were murdered by the Nazis, 
among them 1 million Jewish children. It was pre-meditated slaughter on an industrial 
scale never before witnessed in human history. … 
This year’s theme for Holocaust Memorial Day is not about leaders; it is about bystanders. 
I am talking about the bystanders who said nothing as Nazi propaganda targeted the 
Jews; the bystanders who watched as Jewish homes and businesses were ransacked by 
the Nazis; and the bystanders who looked the other way, even as the sickly smell of 
burning human flesh from the ovens was carried by prevailing winds from the chimneys of 
the Nazi death camps to surrounding homes. 
Although we might reflect today on the unique crimes of the Nazi holocaust, we should 
never avert our eyes from the most uncomfortable truth of all—that its perpetrators were 
not unique. They were ordinary men and women carrying out acts of extraordinary evil. 
If the holocaust demonstrated the very worst of human nature, its survivors represent the 
very best. The crimes they witnessed and the evil to which they were subjected are 
impossible to imagine, but through their courage we are able to reflect on the horrors of 
the holocaust so that we might learn the right lessons as we strive towards a world free 
from hatred, persecution and genocide. …  
I champion the work of the Holocaust Educational Trust. Led by the indomitable Karen 
Pollock, its outstanding work keeps the memory of those remarkable holocaust survivors 
alive so that each generation can bear witness to their extraordinary fortitude and reflect 
on how it was that ordinary men and women unleashed the horror of the Nazi 
holocaust. … 

 

col 1636  Bob Stewart: I rise to pay great tribute to Karen Pollock. As someone who 
established the Srebrenica safe area in March-April 1993 … I appreciate very much that 
the Holocaust Memorial Fund cares about those people just as much as it does about the 
victims of the foul Nazis. …  

 

col 1637  Wes Streeting: … In particular, I pay tribute to Jewish communities in the 
United Kingdom, the state of Israel and countries around the world that stand tall in lasting 
defiance of Hitler’s evil ideology. …  
Though the Jewish community  … continues to thrive, we cannot be complacent about the  
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threat posed by modern anti-Semitism, whether it manifests itself on the right or the left of 
the political spectrum. … 
Successive reports published by the Community Security Trust, to whom I pay tribute, 
show a continual increase in anti-Semitic incidents across the United Kingdom, including 
violent attacks. … 
“Never again” is a common refrain at events to commemorate Holocaust Memorial Day, 
but I am afraid these words ring hollow. “Never again” will find meaning only when Jews 
can live freely and safely in all parts of the world. “Never again” will find meaning only 
when difference and diversity is celebrated, rather than denigrated. “Never again” will find 
meaning only when genocide is confined to history. … 

 

col 1639  Eric Pickles: … I vividly recall meeting Jewish students and hearing them talk 
of how frightened and wary they were on their campuses. I cannot help reflecting on the 
disgraceful attack on Jewish students at King’s College London just two nights ago. A 
peaceful meeting—it was literally about peace—was broken up with obscenities, the 
breaking of a window and the offering of violence. Frankly, we have seen broken glass 
before, at Kristallnacht. …  
I want to concentrate my remarks on what “Don’t stand by”, the theme of this year’s 
Holocaust Memorial Day, is really about. … the tracing service … began as a way of 
reuniting people who had been separated during the holocaust, but now it focuses on 
finding and returning property that was stolen by the Nazis. … Even now, more than 70 
years after the end of the war, we are still trying to reunite people with their stolen 
property. There are many Governments across Europe who have wonderful equal 
opportunities policies and marvellous remembrance of the holocaust but who fight tooth 
and nail with obfuscation to prevent people getting their property back. … We must not go 
away with the idea that this is just about stolen Picassos and Klimts, because sometimes 
it is about very small objects. It might be a book with the signature of a long-lost 
grandparent or mother, and that might be the only piece of paper that has their signature 
on it. But still various Governments refuse to hand them back. …  

 

col 1643  Joan Ryan: … Genocide does not take place on its own; it is a process that can 
begin if racism, discrimination and hatred are not challenged and prevented. …  
The holocaust is perhaps the greatest moral lesson against racism, hate and prejudice, 
and the establishment of a new holocaust learning centre and national memorial is an 
important part of that. …  
In recent years, Europe has seen a rise in Islamophobia and anti-Semitism, fuelled by the 
rise of extreme right groups in countries such as France, Hungary and Greece. I and 
others have been troubled by the reports of French Jews moving to Britain in search of 
safety. We should not, however, imagine that Britain is free of anti-Semitism; we know 
only too well that it is not. We must stand up against prejudice and discrimination of any 
kind, whatever form it takes, and we must heed the lessons of the holocaust. …  

 

Ruth Smeeth: Given the increase in both anti-Muslim and anti-Semitic attacks, will my 
right hon. Friend join me in celebrating the incredible work done by the Community 
Security Trust and Tell MAMA to ensure that the words “Never again” actually ring true? 

 

Joan Ryan: I absolutely join my hon. Friend in paying such a tribute and in giving such 
support. … 
Finally, as we approach the centenary of the Balfour declaration, it is my view that the 
holocaust truly demonstrated the need for a state for the Jewish people. I would like to 
reaffirm the state of Israel’s right to exist. …  

 

col 1646  Patricia Gibson: … The importance of teaching this shameful episode from the 
past to our young people cannot be overestimated. …  
I was successful in securing a visit from the late Reverend Ernest Levy, himself a survivor 
of Auschwitz, although his father, brother and sister did not survive. Despite his advanced 
age and frailty, he made the trip from his home in Giffnock, Glasgow, to Airdrie Academy 
to meet the children and tell his story, which he still found hard to do almost 50 years 
later.  He  talked  of the  continuing  lack of tolerance in an angry world, and he set out his  
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experiences and his will to survive the brutality of Auschwitz in his book, “Just One More 
Dance”. I am honoured to have met this man of huge courage and gentleness. I will never 
forget him, and I do not think that the young people who met him ever will either. …  

 

col 1648  Bob Blackman: … There is another danger that has not been mentioned. I 
mean the holocaust deniers—the people who claim it never happened. We need only look 
at this country for people who deny it ever happened. They need to be exposed and re-
educated. We also have to combat the countries that deny it ever happened. We should 
remember that only 60 years ago the Jewish population in Arab countries was 2.3 million. 
It is now less than 100,000. They have been forced to leave their homes and are now 
refugees. That was another form of genocide and forced evacuation. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160121/debtext/160121-
0003.htm#16012132000001  
 

col 1651  Robert Jenrick: … the National Holocaust Centre, a few miles north of Newark, 
is the only museum dedicated to the holocaust in this country, although I hope that that 
will change in the near future. …  
Twenty years ago, two brothers from Nottinghamshire, who are not Jewish and have no 
family connection with the holocaust, visited Israel to study and were captivated—if that is 
the right word—by Yad Vashem, which was being constructed at the time. On returning to 
their parents’ farmhouse in a remote area north of Newark, they persuaded their parents, 
who were extremely socially aware individuals themselves, to convert their farm into a 
holocaust education centre and over the next 20 years they have done exactly that. … 
… it is a deep sadness and a shame to me to take my children to Hebrew classes and 
have to knock on the door and pass through security and sophisticated alarms so they 
can join four and five-year-olds learning a bit about their Jewish heritage. …  

 

col 1653  Kirsten Oswald:  … Scotland’s Jewish community is a vital and important part 
of our society. Every member of that community has the right to feel safe and we on the 
SNP Benches join the others here today who have condemned anti-Semitism; it is wholly 
unacceptable. … I am pleased that in Scotland our Government have made a clear 
commitment to understanding and protecting faith through education, and to the 
importance of holocaust education. …  

 

col 1657  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government (Marcus Jones): … Last year, the Prime Minister marked the 70th 
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau by pledging to build a new national 
holocaust memorial and learning centre. What was unique about the announcement was 
that it had cross-party support. That support has continued with the creation of the United 
Kingdom Holocaust Memorial Foundation, which is turning the recommendations made to 
the Prime Minister’s Holocaust Commission into reality. …  
This year’s theme focuses on the contemporary relevance of the holocaust and 
subsequent genocides. We are asked to consider our individual responsibilities. We are 
asked not to be bystanders to hate crime and prejudice. …  
Holocaust education matters. It brings to life the names, the memories and the identities of 
those who suffered, but none of that would be possible without the dedication of survivors 
and their families, who visit schools and communities up and down the country urging us 
to take a stand against hatred and prejudice. … 
I echo the tributes paid today to Karen Pollock, the chief executive officer of the Holocaust 
Educational Trust who, along with her team, is an inspiration to all of us. I pay tribute to 
the work of the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust and its CEO, Olivia Marks-Woldman who 
with her team delivered the most successful Holocaust Memorial Day to date last year, 
with over 3,600 local events. …  
… my right hon. Friend the Member for Brentwood and Ongar referred to the terrible 
incident at King’s College this week. I concur with his comments. The actions of a few at 
King’s College were unacceptable and we expect the police and the university authorities 
to take the incident extremely seriously, fully investigate what happened and hold to 
account  the  perpetrators  of  that  awful  action.   As my  right hon. Friend  will  know,  my  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160121/debtext/160121-0003.htm#16012132000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160121/debtext/160121-0003.htm#16012132000001
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Department hosts a cross-Government working group on anti-Semitism, which will be 
taking the issue very seriously in its future work. …  
… we will continue to do all we can to promote, support and fund the teaching of the 
holocaust. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160121/debtext/160121-
0004.htm  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
John Howell [22372] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what reports he has received of the glorification by the Fatah movement of 
terrorists who have murdered Israelis. 

Tobias Ellwood: I am aware of reports of statements praising the actions of 
terrorists. This includes the recent statement from the Palestinian Ministry of 
Health, which praised Nashat Milhem as a martyr following his attack in Tel Aviv 
on New Year’s Day. We condemn the glorification of terrorism and all incitement 
to commit violence, whichever side it comes from. We regularly raise incitement 
with the Palestinian Authority, and have urged key figures to encourage calm and 
condemn violence. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-13/22372/  

 
Israel: Palestinians 

Michael Fabricant [22456] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what reports he has received on Hamas' rearmament in Gaza; and if he will make 
an assessment of the potential effect on the Middle East Peace Process of that 
rearmament. 

Tobias Ellwood: We are aware of reports of Hamas’ rearmament in Gaza. We 
remain deeply concerned by Hamas' attempts to rearm and its efforts to rebuild 
infrastructure, including the tunnel network in Gaza. We are clear that Hamas and 
other militant groups in Gaza must permanently end rocket fire and other attacks 
against Israel. Any Hamas rearmament undermines efforts to improve the 
situation in Gaza and harms prospects for peace and stability in the Middle East. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-13/22456/  
 

Palestinians: Reconstruction 
Bob Blackman [22633] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, if 
she will hold discussions with the UN on the alleged misappropriation of reconstruction 
building materials to Hamas in Gaza. 

Desmond Swayne: DFID has provided £0.7 million to the Materials Monitoring 
Unit (MMU) which monitors the import, storage, supply and use of construction 
materials into Gaza under the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism (GRM) in order to 
help ensure that materials are used for civilian purposes. The MMU has identified 
certain cases of resale or misappropriation of materials and taken appropriate 
remedial action, keeping donors including the UK closely informed. We take 
seriously allegations of misappropriation of building materials and have regular 
and regular discussions with the UN to raise these concerns. 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160121/debtext/160121-0004.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160121/debtext/160121-0004.htm
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-13/22372/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-13/22372/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-13/22456/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-13/22456/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-14/22633/  
 

Mortgages: Occupied Territories 
Hilary Benn [22898] To ask Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, pursuant to the Answer of 
6 January 2016 to Question 21322, which body is responsible for providing advice to UK 
banks and building societies offering mortgages on properties in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories. 

Harriett Baldwin: There is no body with formal responsibility for providing advice 
to UK banks and building societies offering first charge mortgages on properties 
outside of the UK. 
The regulation of first charge mortgages in a territory outside of the UK is a matter 
for the legal and regulatory framework in that territory. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-18/22898/  
 
 

United Nations 

UN chief calls on Israel to change policy after reported take-over of West Bank land 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has called for “substantial policy 
changes on the ground” by Israel, voicing deep concern at reports that the Government 
has declared of 370 acres in the occupied West Bank south of Jericho as so-called “state 
land.” 
“If implemented, this declaration would constitute the largest land appropriation by Israel 
in the West Bank since August 2014,” a statement issued by his spokesman said last 
night. 
“The Secretary-General reiterates his call for substantial policy changes on the ground by 
Israel that will improve the lives of Palestinians. Settlement activities are a violation of 
international law and run counter to the public pronouncements of the Government of 
Israel supporting a two-state solution to the conflict.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53062#.VqIs62R96nY  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-14/22633/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-14/22633/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-18/22898/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-18/22898/
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=9402
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53062#.VqIs62R96nY
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
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Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
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