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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers  

Teachers: Training 
The following three questions all received the same answer 

Robert Flello [22692] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what the target was 
for new entrants on to Religious Education initial teacher training courses in each of the 
last five years. 
Robert Flello [22699] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, how many new 
entrants there were for religious education initial teacher training courses in each of the 
last five years. 
Robert Flello [22704] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, how many people 
achieved qualified teacher status in religious studies in each of the last five years. 

Nick Gibb: The numbers of new entrants to religious education initial teacher 
training (ITT) courses in England, and the target levels, for each of the last five 
years are as shown in Table 1 below. 
The numbers of people achieving qualified teacher status (QTS) in religious 
studies in each of the last five years are as shown in Table 2 below. 

Table 1: New entrants to Religious Education ITT courses. 

Year 
Postgraduate 

ITT new 
entrants 

Postgraduate 
ITT target 

Percentage of the 
postgraduate 

target achieved 

Undergraduate 
ITT new 
entrants 

2011/12 463 446 104% 15 

2012/13 471 439 107% 12 

2013/14 367 450 82% 12 

2014/15 386 537 72% 8 

2015/16 411 650 63% 14 
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Table 2: Final year religious education trainees obtaining QTS awards. 

Year 

Postgraduate Undergraduate 

Number 
awarded 

QTS 

Number not 
awarded 

QTS 
Total 

Percentage 
awarded 

QTS 

Number 
awarded 

QTS 

Number not 
awarded 

QTS 
Total 

Percentage 
awarded 

QTS 

2009/10 755 96 851 89% 12 2 14 86% 

2010/11 762 78 840 91% 19 2 21 90% 

2011/12 464 71 535 87% 17 7 24 71% 

2012/13 419 65 484 87% 25 5 30 83% 

2013/14 321 23 344 93% 12 0 12 100% 

Further information is available online at:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-teacher-training 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-14/22692/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-14/22699/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-14/22704/  
 
 

Welsh Assembly Debate 

Debate on the Annual Report on Equality 2014-15 
17.59  Lesley Griffiths: … We’ve taken another stride towards making Wales a safer 
and more cohesive place in which to live through ‘Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: A 
Framework for Action’, which was launched in May 2014. Wales has taken the lead in 
generating innovative ways to tackle hate crime. A delivery plan has been developed 
across Welsh Government departments to ensure the aim of tackling hostility and 
prejudice is embedded across a number of key policy areas, including housing, health, 
social services, sport and culture. …  

 

18.05  Mohammad Asghar: … Three quarters of the 1,800 hate crimes reported to 
Welsh police forces in 2012-13 were racially motivated. … Events such as the terrorist 
attacks in Egypt, Turkey, Tunisia, Paris and most recently Indonesia have fuelled a rising 
incidence of Islamaphobic and anti-Semitic hate crimes in Wales. … I ask the Minister… 
to guarantee that cuts to the communities and tackling poverty budget will not have an 
impact on efforts to build stronger community cohesion in Wales.  …  

  

18.34  Lesley Griffiths: … Hate crime is clearly of great concern, particularly at the 
moment, and we see the faith groups working very closely with us. The First Minister 
chairs the faith forum and it’s very important that we work with faith groups to help them 
at difficult times. I know that the Jewish community in particular have raised with me 
concerns that they, at times, feel very threatened and very frightened in a community 
they’ve lived in, have been born in and brought up in. So, I think we need to continue to 
work very closely with the police. But, I think the most important thing is that people do 
feel confident to report hate crime. I think it’s very important that we take it seriously and 
that people know that we will do that. …  
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3523&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#
267802  

TOP 
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
David Burrowes [22535] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
how aid disbursed by her Department's Palestinian Programme tackles anti-Israeli 
incitement. 

Desmond Swayne: The UK deplores incitement on both sides of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. We monitor any allegations of incitement closely and raise 
instances with both the Palestinian Authority and Government of Israel. Our 
financial assistance to the Palestinian Authority is governed by a Memorandum of 
Understanding which reaffirms the PA’s commitment to non-violence and a 
negotiated solution to the conflict. We accompany our support for UNRWA with 
stringent attention to their neutrality and values of peace. UNRWA continues to 
implement a human rights, conflict resolution and tolerance policy, which applies 
to all its schools in its five fields of operation, supplementing the host country 
curriculums. We take allegations of incitement very seriously and raise them with 
UNRWA whenever appropriate. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-14/22535/ 
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Andrew Percy [22638] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, whether he has made representations to the Palestinian Authority on recent 
comments related to the practice of honouring terrorists by Rami Hamdallah. 

Tobias Ellwood: We condemn the glorification of terrorism and all incitement to 
commit violence, whichever side it comes from. Since the start of the current 
violence we have spoken regularly to both the Israeli government and the 
Palestinian Authority, urging them to use their influence to de-escalate the 
tensions. We regularly raise incitement with the Palestinian Authority, and have 
urged key figures to encourage calm and condemn violence. We continue to 
support the reinstatement of the Tripartite Committee as the appropriate channel 
to deal with allegations of incitement from either side. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-14/22638/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Lord Polak [HL4920] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations have they 
made to the Palestinian Authority following the seizure by Israeli customs of 4,000 
incitement dolls, allegedly designed to encourage stone throwing, destined for the West 
Bank. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised this specific issue with the 
Palestinian Authority. Since the start of the current violence we have spoken 
regularly to both the Israeli government and the Palestinian Authority, urging them 
to use their influence to de-escalate the tensions. We continue to support the 
reinstatement of the Tripartite Committee as the appropriate channel to deal with 
allegations of incitement from either side. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-11/HL4920/  
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-14/22535/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-11/HL4920/
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Israel: Palestinians 
Lord Polak [HL4921] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas over recent reports that he said 
that violence by Palestinians constitutes a "justified popular uprising". 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Our Deputy Consul General to Jerusalem raised 
this issue with President Abbas's Diplomatic Adviser, Majdi Khaldi, on 17 
December. Mr Khaldi informed us that President Abbas condemned violence 
against Israelis and Palestinians. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-11/HL4921/ 
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Lord Polak [HL4922] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the Palestinian Authority Ministry of Health following its description of Nashat 
Milhem as "one of the dearest Martyrs, and his name is engraved with his pure blood, 
which watered the ground of our free land". 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised this specific issue with the 
Palestinian Authority. Since the start of the current violence we have spoken 
regularly to both the Israeli government and the Palestinian Authority, urging them 
to use their influence to de-escalate the tensions. We continue to support the 
reinstatement of the Tripartite Committee as the appropriate channel to deal with 
allegations of incitement from either side. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-11/HL4922/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Lord Polak [HL4923] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what recent representations 
they have made to the Palestinian Authority over reports that it has provided millions in 
monthly salaries to convicted Palestinian terrorists serving sentences in Israeli jails. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The UK regularly raises the issue of prisoner 
payments with the Palestinian Authority (PA). The Minister of State for 
International Development, my right hon. Friend the Member for New Forest West 
(Mr Swayne) raised the matter with PA Finance Minister Bishara during his visit to 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories in August 2014. No UK money is used for 
payments to Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails, or their families. The UK’s direct 
financial assistance to the PA is used to pay the salaries of public sector workers 
only. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-11/HL4923/  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Caroline Lucas (975) Detention of Tair Kaminer in Israel – That this House notes with 
concern reports that on 10 January 2016, a 19-year-old Israeli conscientious objector, 
Tair Kaminer, was sentenced to 20 days of imprisonment for her refusal to enlist in the 
Israeli army; further notes that, with tensions high in Israel, this is a particularly difficult 
time to be a conscientious objector in a country where military service is compulsory for 
almost all of its young people; expresses concern that there is currently no exemption 
from military service for conscientious objectors who refuse to join the army because 
they do not support Israeli policies towards the Palestinians; notes that the right to object 
to military service on grounds of conscience is protected under international human rights 
law; further notes that although Israeli law allows for pacifists to be exempted, the review 
committee for this process frequently rejects most cases; applauds the courage,  tenacity  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-11/HL4921/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-11/HL4921/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-11/HL4922/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-11/HL4922/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-11/HL4923/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-11/HL4923/
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and principles of Tair Kaminer, and all other conscientious objectors, in taking a brave 
position in a country which has been at war since its creation in 1948 and in a society 
which continues to become increasingly militarised; calls for the immediate and 
unconditional release of these prisoners of conscience; and further calls on the 
Government to request the Israeli authorities to accept the conscientious objection of 
Israeli citizens who do not wish to bear arms against a civilian population under military 
occupation. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/975  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

** Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 

Third Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160119-
0001.htm#16011943000451  
 

House of Lords Briefing 
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/LIF-2015-0034/LIF-2015-0034.pdf  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
** Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0084/amend/amend084-a.pdf  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
** Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160119-
0001.htm#16011943000454 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160119-
0003.htm#16011959000191  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
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Northern Ireland Assembly 

** Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  
 

Committee Stage evidence session 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/minutesofevidencereport.aspx?AgendaId=16708
&eveID=9294 
and 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/minutesofevidencereport.aspx?AgendaId=16709
&eveID=9294 
and 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/minutesofevidencereport.aspx?AgendaId=16710
&eveID=9294 

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
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