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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Faith Schools: Admissions 
Heidi Allen [18302] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what estimate her 
Department has made of the number of children who are refused admission to a state 
funded faith school on the grounds of differing faith or belief; and if she will work with 
schools and faith groups to facilitate inclusive admission policies in all state funded 
schools. 

Edward Timpson: The department does not collect data on the reasons why 
individual applicants are refused a place to particular schools. 
It is for the relevant admission authority of a school designated with a religious 
character to decide whether or not to adopt faith-based oversubscription criteria. 
Not all schools with a faith designation choose to allocate places by faith. Some 
choose to allocate only a proportion of their places on the basis of faith. Where 
they have places available, schools with a faith designation must admit all children 
who apply, without reference to faith. 
The government is committed to ensuring that new faith-designated academies 
and free schools provide additional places not just for pupils of their own faith, but 
also for other local children regardless of their faith. New provision academies and 
free schools with a faith designation must give priority to at least 50 per cent of 
their intake without reference to faith, where they are oversubscribed. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-01/18302/  
 

Schools: Religion 
Mark Hendrick [18688] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what guidance her 
Department has issued to schools on meetings for prayer or religious instruction for 
pupils during break times. 

Edward Timpson: Collective worship plays an important role in schools. It 
encourages children to reflect on belief, and helps shape fundamental British 
values of tolerance, respect and understanding for others. Parents can choose to 
withdraw their children from all or any part of collective worship. 
The Department does not issue guidance to schools specifically on the provision 
of meetings for prayer or religious instruction for pupils during break times. 
The Department does publish guidance on collective worship;  it  is  for  governing  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-01/18302/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-01/18302/
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bodies to decide how best to meet the requirements of that guidance and the 
relevant legislation, which can be found online at GOV.UK: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/281
929/Collective_worship_in_schools.pdf 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-03/18688/  
 

 

Welsh Assembly Statement 

Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: A Framework for Action. Evidence and 
Outcomes Paper 2014-15 
Lesley Griffiths AM, Minister for Communities and Tackling Poverty: In May 2014, 
the  ‘Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: A Framework for Action’, was launched which  
set out the Welsh Government’s commitment to challenge hostility and prejudice, with 
the aim to drive greater leadership and partnership work across Wales to challenge and 
tackle hate crimes. The Framework includes three objectives on prevention, support and 
improving the multi-agency response. 
I Chair an Independent Advisory Group on Hate Crime (IAG) to monitor the 
implementation and delivery of the Framework.  One of the key tasks Members of the 
Group agreed to undertake, was to collect evidence from their stakeholders and 
communities on how effectively hate crime and incidents were being tackled in Wales 
and whether the Framework was having a positive impact.  We have collated the 
evidence submitted by Members and I am pleased to be able to publish the report today. 
The report clearly demonstrates the Framework is having a positive impact across Wales 
and the hard work and commitment from our partners and organisations across Wales is 
clearly evident.  …  
To read the full statement see 
http://www.assembly.wales/ministerial%20statements%20documents/tackling-hate-
crimes-incidents/151209hatecrimeen.docx  
 
Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: A Framework for Action Outcomes and 
Evidence Report 2014–15 
http://gov.wales/docs/dsjlg/publications/equality/151209-evidence-and-outcomes-report-
hate-crime-en.pdf  
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Holocaust 

United Nations 

UN marks first International Day to commemorate victims of genocide; the ‘crime 
of crimes’ 
The United Nations today marked the first International Day of Commemoration and 
Dignity of the Victims of the Crime of Genocide and of the Prevention of this Crime to 
remember the victims of the “crime of crimes” and to call for action against the rise of 
hostility, xenophobia and intolerance across the world. … 
… genocide does not just happen; it unfolds over time,” Mr. Ban said. “It is not part of the 
accidental ‘fallout’ of conflict; most often, it is systematic, planned, with precise targets, 
and it can also take place outside of conflict situations,” … 
… Deputy Secretary-General Jan Eliasson … went on to underscore that intolerance, 
discrimination and xenophobia are on the rise  and  that  the  ‘us versus them’ dynamic is  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/281929/Collective_worship_in_schools.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/281929/Collective_worship_in_schools.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-03/18688/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-03/18688/
http://www.assembly.wales/ministerial%20statements%20documents/tackling-hate-crimes-incidents/151209hatecrimeen.docx
http://www.assembly.wales/ministerial%20statements%20documents/tackling-hate-crimes-incidents/151209hatecrimeen.docx
http://gov.wales/docs/dsjlg/publications/equality/151209-evidence-and-outcomes-report-hate-crime-en.pdf
http://gov.wales/docs/dsjlg/publications/equality/151209-evidence-and-outcomes-report-hate-crime-en.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/events/genocidepreventionday/background.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/events/genocidepreventionday/background.shtml
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taking hold, fed by systematic fear-mongering from terrorists and violent extremists. …  
we must ask ourselves how we give meaning to a promise we have made but several 
times we have failed to keep: the promise of ‘never again.’ Every time we repeat that 
phrase after a genocide, we in fact, admit a monumental and shameful failure,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52776#.Vmmgbxp94qI  
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel Defense Forces: Ammunition 
Baroness Tonge [HL4040] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning the use of hollow-point bullets by the 
Israel Defence Forces. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised this specific issue with the 
Israeli authorities. However, our Ambassador in Tel Aviv regularly raises UK 
concerns over the use of force, including lethal force, most recently on 19 
November with the Israeli Minister for Strategic Affairs and Public Security. 
Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv also raised the issue of force with the Head 
of the Civil Department of the Israeli Office for the Coordination of Government 
Activities in the Territories (COGAT) Civil Department, on 24 November and the 
Israeli National Security Council on 18 November. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-30/HL4040/  
 

Israel: Gaza 
Baroness Tonge [HL4042] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel about reports that Israeli vehicles entered the 
northern Gaza Strip near Jabalia and created earth mounds to prevent Palestinian 
farmers from accessing their land. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not made representations on this 
specific issue, our Ambassador in Tel Aviv discussed the need to create economic 
sustainability in the West Bank and Gaza with the Israeli Minister for Strategic 
Affairs, Public Security and Information on 19 November. Officials from our 
Embassy in Tel Aviv also discussed the issue of access to Gaza with the Head of 
the Civil Department of the Israeli Office for the Coordination of Government 
Activities in the Territories (COGAT) on 24 November. During this meeting we 
welcomed the indefinite continuation of permissions for agricultural exports to 
Israel and the lifting of restrictions on exporting textiles, furniture and scrap metal 
to Israel. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-30/HL4042/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL4043] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel about the number of Palestinians killed or injured 
in October and November. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We are deeply concerned by the recent violence 
in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories and the number of deaths and 
injuries of both  Palestinians  and  Israelis  during  this  time.  Since the start of the  
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52776#.Vmmgbxp94qI
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-30/HL4040/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-30/HL4040/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-30/HL4042/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-30/HL4042/
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current violence we have spoken regularly to both the Israeli government and the 
Palestinian Authority on the urgent need to de-escalate the tensions. The 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
my hon. Friend the Member for Bournemouth East (Mr Ellwood), discussed the 
violence with the Israeli Head of Military Intelligence on 24 November. The Deputy 
Head of Mission at our Embassy in Tel Aviv also raised the issue of the current 
violence with Israel's National Security Council Director on 18 November. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-30/HL4043/  
 
 

United Nations 

General Assembly Adopts 28 Fourth Committee Texts Covering Issues Including 
… Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 
… On Israeli-Palestinian issues, the Assembly adopted nine draft resolutions … 
“Assistance to Palestine refugees” … expressed grave concern about the especially 
difficult situation of Palestine refugees under occupation, including with regard to their 
safety, well-being and socioeconomic living conditions. … 
“Persons displaced as a result of the June 1967 and subsequent hostilities” … stressed 
the necessity for an accelerated return of displaced persons.  … 
“Palestine refugees’ properties and their revenues” … reaffirmed that Palestine refugees 
were entitled to their property and to the income derived therefrom, in conformity with the 
principles of equity and justice. …  
… the “Report of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the 
Human Rights of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories” … 
expressed grave concern about the continuing detrimental impact of ongoing unlawful 
Israeli practices and measures in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem … 
“Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and 
the occupied Syrian Golan” … condemned Israel’s continuing settlement activities in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, as violations of international 
humanitarian law, relevant United Nations resolutions, agreements reached between the 
parties and obligations under the Roadmap of the Middle East Quartet. … 
“Israeli practices affecting the human rights of the Palestinian people in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem” … urged all parties to refrain from 
provocative actions, incitement and inflammatory rhetoric, especially in areas of religious 
and cultural sensitivity, including East Jerusalem. … 
“Occupied Syrian Golan” … reaffirmed the illegality of Israel’s 14 December 1981 
decision to impose its own laws, jurisdiction and administration on the occupied Syrian 
Golan, which had resulted in that territory’s effective annexation.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/ga11737.doc.htm  
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Other Relevant Information 

Council of Europe 

Compilation of Council of Europe standards relating to the principles of freedom of 
thought, conscience and religion and links to other human rights 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/standardsetting/cddh/Publications/Freedom%20of%20thought-
conscience-religion-COMP-EN%20(2).pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
** Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2015-
2016/0069/amend/charities_rm_pbc_1209.1.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx  

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  
 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Post-implementation review of the coroner reforms in the Coroners and Justice Act 
2009 (closing date 10 December 2015) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-
coroner-reforms 
 
** closes in 8 days 
Equality and Human Rights Commission 2016 - 2019 Strategic Plan (closing date 18 
December 2015) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/2016-2019-
strategic-plan-consultation?wssl=1 
 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill (closing date 7 January 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/december/have-your-say-on-the-charities-
protection-and-social-investment-bill-/  
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