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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Universities: Radicalism 
Fiona Mactaggart [11132] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, with 
reference to the Prime Minister's press release, PM's Extremism Taskforce: tackling 
extremism in universities and colleges top of the agenda, dated 17 September 2015, 
what evidence was used to identify the six hate preachers named in that press release; 
and if she will publish the evidence which demonstrates that Dr Salman Butt had 
expressed views at a university contrary to British values. 

Karen Bradley: The Home Office has information on 70 events held on university 
campuses in 2014 involving speakers who are considered by the Home Office to 
have previously expressed views contrary to fundamental British values, including 
democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of 
those with different faiths and beliefs. Dr Salman Butt is the chief editor of 
Islam21c, a publication that hosts material contrary to British values, and has 
himself expressed views of concern in this publication and on social media, 
appearing to compare homosexuality to paedophilia as a sin and supporting FGM. 
He has spoken alongside CAGE and used social media to support CAGE’s 
position on Mohammed Emwazi (‘Jihadi John’), which has been to try to justify his 
resort to violence. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-09/11132/  
 

The press release referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pms-extremism-taskforce-tackling-extremism-in-
universities-and-colleges-top-of-the-agenda  
 

Universities: Radicalism 
Roger Godsiff [11248] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, with 
reference to the Government's press release of 17 September 2015, entitled PM's 
Extremism Taskforce: tackling extremism in universities and colleges top of the agenda, 
if she will publish the list compiled by the Extremism Analysis Unit of events held on 
university campuses featuring hate speakers; and what criteria were used for including 
events on that list. 

Karen Bradley:  The  Home  Office  has  information  on  over  70 events  held on  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-09/11132/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-09/11132/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pms-extremism-taskforce-tackling-extremism-in-universities-and-colleges-top-of-the-agenda
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pms-extremism-taskforce-tackling-extremism-in-universities-and-colleges-top-of-the-agenda
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university campuses in 2014 involving speakers who are considered by the Home 
Office to have previously expressed views contrary to fundamental British values, 
including democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and 
tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs’. This information has been 
collected to support the development of Prevent policy towards Higher Education 
institutions. We will not be publishing the full data set. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-09/11248/  

 

The press release referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pms-extremism-taskforce-tackling-extremism-in-
universities-and-colleges-top-of-the-agenda  
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Paris Attacks: Violence Against Muslims 
The Lord Bishop of St Albans: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they will 
take to prevent violence against Muslims and other minority groups following the attacks 
in Paris on 13 November. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Transport and 
Home Office (Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon): My Lords, the Government take the 
safety of all our citizens and communities very seriously; indeed, this is at the core 
of counterextremism strategy. Following the tragic events in Paris, we are working 
to take all necessary action: police have increased their presence at important 
locations and events; advice has been given to places of worship; and we are 
working with organisations such as Tell MAMA to confront anti-Muslim hatred. 
The Prime Minister has also announced new funding for the security of mosques. 

The Lord Bishop of St Albans: I thank the Minister for his reply and am grateful for all 
that Her Majesty’s Government are doing already. Perhaps I may focus on one particular 
area. Since those terrible events on 13 November in Paris, some of our national 
newspapers have run some very disturbing stories about the treatment of British Muslims 
and minority groups, such as asylum seekers, here. Does the Minister agree that, in 
modern, democratic Britain, there is no place for misleading headlines and scurrilous 
cartoons designed to demonise minority groups? Many of us on these Benches have 
been involved in face-to-face meetings during the past three weeks with members of the 
Muslim community, who are deeply dismayed and angry at what has happened. What 
are Her Majesty’s Government doing to counter such unhelpful stories and narratives 
and to strengthen community relations between minorities and the wider British public? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: I agree with the right reverend Prelate that, at a time 
which is very sensitive, to see the headlines that we have seen in certain 
newspapers is, frankly, appalling. They do not help and they certainly do not add 
community cohesion. Notwithstanding the freedoms of press that we enjoy, it is 
important that we see responsible press reporting. On what steps we have taken, 
perhaps I may first say how greatly encouraged I have been by the efforts on the 
part of the communities themselves, particularly the Muslim community, and their 
reaction to the Paris attacks. Let it be clear that no Government of whatever 
colour, previously or today, have ever asked any community or faith group to 
apologise for their faith, and that should be on record. However, what is required 
is that all communities come together to condemn such atrocities as we have 
seen in Paris and elsewhere around the world. The Muslim community has been 
at the forefront at that, not just here in Britain but across the globe—I am sure that 
many noble Lords will have seen the advert which was taken out by many Muslim 
community leaders and mosques condemning the actions in Paris and saying 
quite clearly, “Not in our name”. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-09/11248/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-09/11248/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pms-extremism-taskforce-tackling-extremism-in-universities-and-colleges-top-of-the-agenda
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pms-extremism-taskforce-tackling-extremism-in-universities-and-colleges-top-of-the-agenda
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Lord Singh of Wimbledon: My Lords, the Minister will be aware of numerous attacks on 
Sikhs as a result of mistaken identity. While hate crimes against the Muslim community 
have been monitored by every police force in the country, not a single penny is being 
spent on monitoring hate crimes against Sikhs. The American Government are well 
aware of this problem which Sikhs suffer from and are taking steps to monitor that hate 
crime. When will the British Government catch up? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Let me assure the noble Lord that the British 
Government take all hate crime seriously. That is why, in October, the Prime 
Minister announced a new hate crime initiative, which will be published in 
January, against all forms of hatred and bigotry. On the recording of anti-Muslim 
hatred, all religious hate crime and bigotry from anywhere in the country will be 
recorded officially by all police forces across England and Wales from April next 
year. 

Lord Paddick: My Lords, following the London bombings in 2005 there was a similar 
increase in Islamophobic hate crime. The then most senior Muslim officer in the UK said 
that this, “can lead to these communities completely retreating and not engaging at a 
time when we want their engagement and support”. What guidance have the 
Government given to police forces on engagement with Muslim communities in order to 
maintain their trust and confidence? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: My Lords, the noble Lord referred to the tragic 
events of 7/7. In Britain today, no community, including the Muslim community, 
has retreated. We are a thriving democracy—multifaith and multicultural—where 
we celebrate the diversity of our country as a strength. However, the noble Lord is 
right to ask what the police are doing. We are working hand in glove with the 
police to ensure that reassurance is conveyed to all communities, irrespective of 
whatever faith they may be, that the police, the Government and all of us stand 
with them against all forms of bigotry. … 

Lord Morgan: My Lords, is this not a two-way affair? I recently chaired a committee on 
student radicalism in our universities and I was saddened and appalled at how the 
Islamic societies there form themselves into self-created ghettos. I would like to discuss 
this with the Minister, and perhaps the noble Lord, Lord Bates, as well. They isolated 
themselves from, and in many ways were hostile to, the outside student community, not 
to mention sexual minorities and women groups. Muslims should not be attacked, 
obviously, but should not also they make their own positive commitment to community 
integration? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The noble Lord referred to a report, which I have 
seen, and he is right to say that. No one needs to see division within our 
communities wherever they may be, including within a university setting or 
elsewhere. That said, the noble Lord will also recognise that the Muslim 
community, as I have said, has been at the forefront of condemning not only the 
actions in Paris but elsewhere globally. It is a strength of our country that, in the 
face of such bigotry, venom and vicious attacks against humanity, we come 
together, irrespective of our backgrounds or faith, to say we stand together 
against all bigotry, united as a nation. We should commend all groups which have 
done just that. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151201-
0001.htm#15120143000484  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Written Answers 

Religious Hatred 
Ken Macintosh: To ask the Scottish Government whether there has been a quantifiable 
rise in anti-Muslim activity or violence in Scotland following the Paris attacks. (S4W-
28624)  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151201-0001.htm#15120143000484
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151201-0001.htm#15120143000484
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Reply from Alex Neil: The Scottish Government recognises that international 
events, including the rise of the so-called Islamic State and the terror attacks 
recently in Paris, have negatively impacted on Scotland’s faith communities, 
especially Scottish Muslim communities who can face increased levels of 
prejudice in the aftermath of such events. This is completely unacceptable and 
such bigotry and prejudice have no place in Scotland. Police Scotland has issued 
guidance and advice following the attacks in Paris and has highlighted that, while 
the overall threat level in the UK is severe, people in Scotland remain safe to go 
about their day to day business. We are fully committed to working with 
Police Scotland and others to ensure that incidents of hate crime which are 
motivated by religious hatred, whether online or in public, 
are investigated appropriately. 
The Scottish Government is in the process of establishing an independent 
advisory group, chaired by Dr Duncan Morrow, which will engage with 
communities on the issue of hate crime, prejudice and community cohesion, with 
a view to presenting initial findings to ministers in 2016. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-28624&ResultsPerPage=10 
 

Muslim Community 
Ken Macintosh: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it has taken to promote 
positive and supportive attitudes toward the Muslim community following the 
Paris attacks. (S4W-28626)  

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government continues to have a high level of 
engagement with Scotland’s Muslim communities and has been actively engaging 
with the Muslim communities, including the Muslim Council of Scotland, to hear 
their concerns and send a strong message on this issue. The Scottish 
Government is aware Police Scotland was alerted to a suspected arson of a 
portacabin used as a temporary mosque in Auchinairn, Glasgow which occurred 
early in the morning on 17 November 2015. This is under investigation and 
Police Scotland is pursuing leads to find those responsible. We have been clear 
that the actions of individuals with extremist views do not represent Islam as 
a religion and that the Muslim community should not have to apologise for this 
distortion of their faith. The First Minister, Cabinet Secretary for Justice and 
Minister for Europe and International Development visited Glasgow 
Central Mosque on 15 November 2015 to meet with members of the Muslim 
community and provide a message of reassurance. The Minister for Learning, 
Science and Scotland’s Languages also visited Inverness Mosque on 17 
November 2015 to meet with the community there. The Minister for Community 
Safety and Legal Affairs joined an event featuring a number of community and 
faith leaders at the Mosque on 20 November 2015. The Scottish Government 
continues to support Scottish Interfaith Week to highlight the importance of 
dialogue and building relationships between communities of all faiths and none. 
The Minister for the Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform spoke at the 
launch of the week on 22 November 2015. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-28626&ResultsPerPage=10 

TOP 
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Jim Shannon [17253] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with his counterpart in the Israeli government 
on the prevention of attacks by Palestinians on Israelis. 

Tobias Ellwood: We are deeply concerned by the recent violence across the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories and Israel. We have had a number of discussions 
about this matter with the Israeli authorities over recent weeks. On 19 November, 
our Ambassador to Tel Aviv discussed the ongoing violence with Gilad Erdan, the 
Israeli Minister for Strategic Affairs, Public Security and Information. On 24 
November, I raised this issue with the Israeli Chargé d’Affaires and officials from 
Israel’s Ministry of Defence. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-23/17253/  

 
Overseas Trade: Israel 

Jim Shannon [15858] To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills, 
what the value of trade was between the UK and Israel in each of the last five years. 

Anna Soubry: This information can be found in the United Kingdom Balance of 
Payments - The Pink Book 2015 which can be found on the ONS website. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-10/15858/  
 

The “Pink Book” referred to above can be read at 
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/dcp171776_420406.pdf  
 

 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Foreign Affairs Council (Defence) and General Affairs Council 
The Minister for Europe (Mr David Lidington): … In the presence of EU Special 
Representative Fernando Gentilini, the Council discussed the situation in the middle east 
in the light of the increased violence, particularly in East Jerusalem, the west bank and 
Gaza, focusing on the peace process. member states agreed that the EU should explore 
what it could do on the ground to help preserve the two-state solution. …  
To read the full statement see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151201/wmstext/15120
1m0001.htm#15120140000005  
 
 

United Nations 

UN agency launches appeal to protect Palestinian refugees from winter’s harsh 
weather 
… “Palestine refugees face great uncertainty, with many of them lacking adequate 
shelter and struggling to meet their minimum food needs,” Pierre Krähenbühl, 
Commissioner-General of the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East said in East Jerusalem at the start of the annual winter fundraising campaign, 
which runs until the end of February. 
The campaign aims to raise awareness of the dire humanitarian situation of vulnerable 
Palestine refugees during the winter season – particularly the families who have lost their 
homes or have been displaced due to conflict. … 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-23/17253/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-23/17253/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-10/15858/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-10/15858/
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/dcp171776_420406.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151201/wmstext/151201m0001.htm#15120140000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151201/wmstext/151201m0001.htm#15120140000005
http://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/press-releases/unrwa-launches-annual-winter-fundraising-campaign-shareyourwarmth
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“Palestine refugees demonstrate remarkable courage and generosity in the face of such 
adversities, such as the family in Gaza who opens their door to those lacking shelter or 
the humanitarian worker who faces great personal risks to deliver life-saving services in 
Syria,” Mr. Krähenbühl said. “But they cannot do this alone. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52698#.Vl8Tyt8rKnY  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

European Commission 

Action grants to support transnational projects to prevent and combat racism, 
xenophobia, homophobia and other forms of intolerance 
Closing date for applications: 2 February 2016 
Applications should focus on best practices to prevent and combat racism, xenophobia, 
homophobia and other forms of intolerance, training and capacity building for 
strengthening criminal responses to hate crime and hate speech, and empowering and 
supporting victims of hate crime and hate speech. 
For full information see 
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/grants1/calls/2015_action_grants/just_2015_rrac_ag_en.htm  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
** Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  
 

Charity Commission Briefing 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/481447/Cha
rities_Protection_and_Social_Investment_Bill_second_reading_briefing_3_Dec_2015.pdf  

 
** Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151201-
0001.htm#15120143000488  
 

Third Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151201/debtext/151201-
0004.htm#15120151002085  

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52698#.Vl8Tyt8rKnY
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/grants1/calls/2015_action_grants/just_2015_rrac_ag_en.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/481447/Charities_Protection_and_Social_Investment_Bill_second_reading_briefing_3_Dec_2015.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/481447/Charities_Protection_and_Social_Investment_Bill_second_reading_briefing_3_Dec_2015.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151201-0001.htm#15120143000488
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151201-0001.htm#15120143000488
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151201/debtext/151201-0004.htm#15120151002085
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151201/debtext/151201-0004.htm#15120151002085
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Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
** Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  
 

Order of Consideration Motion, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151201-
0001.htm#15120143000486  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx  

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  
 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Post-implementation review of the coroner reforms in the Coroners and Justice Act 
2009 (closing date 10 December 2015) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-
coroner-reforms 
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission 2016 - 2019 Strategic Plan (closing date 18 
December 2015) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/2016-2019-
strategic-plan-consultation?wssl=1 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151201-0001.htm#15120143000486
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151201-0001.htm#15120143000486
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/human-transplantation-bill/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/human-transplantation-bill/
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-coroner-reforms
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-coroner-reforms
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/2016-2019-strategic-plan-consultation?wssl=1
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/2016-2019-strategic-plan-consultation?wssl=1

