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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Religion: Advertisements 
The Lord Bishop of Chelmsford: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment 
they have made of the freedom of religious and non-religious organisations to express 
their beliefs in the public sphere, in the light of the decision by Digital Cinema Media not 
to accept advertisements from the Church of England. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Communities 
and Local Government (Baroness Williams of Trafford): My Lords, freedom of 
expression, including freedom of the media, is fundamental to democratic society. 
Open discussion of faith issues has the benefit of bringing communities together, 
thereby giving rise to greater understand among faith groups. In this case, the 
decision not to accept the advertisement was by an independent media 
organisation. The Government made clear that they do not agree with that 
decision and urged the cinema to look again. 

The Lord Bishop of Chelmsford: On these Benches, we very much welcome the 
support from the Minister and, indeed, from No. 10 and other Ministers—and, indeed, 
from Richard Dawkins and Stephen Fry, who are not usually people who support the 
Church of England. But perhaps I might press the Minister to go further. Does she agree 
that advertisements are about beliefs and lifestyles, and then they sell the product? 
Therefore, others should also be free to speak about ideas in the marketplace of ideas. 
Digital Cinema Media, by banning this advertisement, has narrowed the opportunities for 
beliefs and values to be spoken about in the public square, which risks undermining 
some of the values and freedoms that most of us spend the rest of our time seeking to 
promote—not least the freedom to be offended. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: I totally agree with the right reverend Prelate on 
that point, and the Government wholeheartedly support the freedom of expression 
and support faith and faith institutions in this country. The Government greatly 
value the vital role that religious individuals and organisations have in our society, 
and the part that they play in national life and public service. We also value the 
vital role that the Church of England and many Christian organisations and 
individual Christians have in our society, and the part that they play in national life, 
inspiring a great number of people to get involved in public service and providing 
help to those in need. 

Lord Hunt of Kings Heath:  My  Lords,  I very much take the  Minister’s point,  but is her  
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Answer specifically directed at the special position of the Church of England, as the 
established church, or is she saying that she thinks that any religion—say, the Church of 
Scientology—or any political party should be permitted to advertise in the way that the 
Church of England wants to do? It is very important that we understand about whether a 
precedent is being set here. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My Lords, I, and the Government, believe in the 
freedom of expression, and the freedom actually to not believe at all, as well as to 
believe in a variety of different religions. 

Lord Pearson of Rannoch: My Lords, does the Minister think that Digital Cinema Media, 
or any other media outlet in this country, would have dared to ban footage advancing the 
religion of Islam? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: I think that is a very good question. As I have 
said before, the freedom of religious expression should be apparent throughout 
society, and we should not be offended by religion. … 

Lord Singh of Wimbledon: Is the Minister aware that Christianity and other religions 
carry the potential to seriously destabilise society by talking about putting others before 
self, whereas the prevailing marketing culture says, “Me and mine”? It also does things 
like talking about forgiveness and reconciliation, which could seriously jeopardise jobs in 
the prison industry. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My Lords, if there is a choice, I think I would go 
with the former. It is often shown that giving to others makes you far happier than 
thinking about me, me, me. 

Baroness Harris of Richmond: My Lords, will the Minister tell the House whether there 
were any representations from the Church of England to other faiths before it made the 
decision to launch this campaign? … 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: I have absolutely no idea. … 
Baroness O'Neill of Bengarve: My Lords, does the Minister accept that there is not and 
cannot be a right not to be offended? Offence is in the eye of the beholder, and the right 
to freedom of expression and the right to manifest religion or belief cannot be curtailed by 
a supposed right not to be offended. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The noble Baroness is absolutely right. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151125-
0001.htm#15112550000991  
 
 

Ministry of Justice 

Race and the criminal justice system: 2014 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/480250/bul
letin.pdf  
 
Infographic: Statistics on Race and the Criminal Justice System 2014 England and Wales 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/479990/inf
ographic.pdf  
 
Chapter 3: Victims Tables 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/480072/vic
tims-tables.xls  
 
Chapter 4: Police Activity Tables 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/480035/su
spects-tables.xls  
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151125-0001.htm#15112550000991
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151125-0001.htm#15112550000991
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/480250/bulletin.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/480250/bulletin.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/479990/infographic.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/479990/infographic.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/480072/victims-tables.xls
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/480072/victims-tables.xls
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/480035/suspects-tables.xls
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/480035/suspects-tables.xls
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Chapter 5: Defendants Tables 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/479804/def
endants-tables.xls  
 
Chapter 6: Offender Characteristics Tables 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/480034/off
enders-char-tables.xls  
 
Chapter 7: Offenders under Supervision or in Custody Tables 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/479861/off
enders-sup-cust.xls  
 
Chapter 8: Offence Analysis Tables 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/479998/off
ence-analysis.xlsx  
 
Chapter 9: Practitioners Tables 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/479864/pr
actitioners-tables.xls  
 
Appendix Tables 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/479997/ap
pendix-tables.xlsx  
 
Associations between police-recorded ethnic background and being sentenced to 
prison in England and Wales 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/479874/an
alysis-of-ethnicity-and-custodial-sentences.pdf  
 
Defendants - Observed Ethnic Appearance 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/479879/fin
al_officer.xlsx  
 
Defendants - Self Identified Ethnicity 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/479880/fin
al_self.xlsx  
 
A Technical Guide to Statistics on Race and the Criminal Justice System, 2014 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/480123/tec
hnical-guide.pdf  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Written Answer 

Hate crimes 
Elaine Murray: To ask the Scottish Government what statistics it compiles regarding the 
incidence of hate crimes. (S4W-28399) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government currently produces official statistics 
on the number of racist incidents recorded by the police in Scotland, including 
information on any crimes associated with those incidents. The 2013-14 bulletin 
was published on 24 November 2015. These can be accessed at the link below:  
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PubRacistIncidents.   
We are currently considering whether to replace the racist incidents publication 
with  a  new  and  broader  product on  police  recorded hate  crime  (which  would  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/479804/defendants-tables.xls
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/479804/defendants-tables.xls
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/480034/offenders-char-tables.xls
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/480034/offenders-char-tables.xls
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/479861/offenders-sup-cust.xls
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/479861/offenders-sup-cust.xls
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/479998/offence-analysis.xlsx
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/479998/offence-analysis.xlsx
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/479864/practitioners-tables.xls
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/479864/practitioners-tables.xls
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/479997/appendix-tables.xlsx
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/479997/appendix-tables.xlsx
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/479874/analysis-of-ethnicity-and-custodial-sentences.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/479874/analysis-of-ethnicity-and-custodial-sentences.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/479879/final_officer.xlsx
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/479879/final_officer.xlsx
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/479880/final_self.xlsx
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/479880/final_self.xlsx
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/480123/technical-guide.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/480123/technical-guide.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PubRacistIncidents
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include a race element). We will work with Police Scotland as it develops its hate 
crime data and will inform users as this work develops. The Scottish Government 
also runs the Scottish Crime and Justice Survey (SCJS), which asks victims of 
crime for their perception on the motivation behind the incident. The latest results 
from the 2012-13 SCJS estimate that 7% of crime may have been motivated by 
either the victims ethnicity, religion, sectarianism, gender, disability, sexual 
orientation or age. The survey’s results can be accessed below:  
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2014/03/9823.  
Whilst not directly covering hate crime, the Scottish Household Survey (also run 
by the Scottish Government) includes information on the proportion of adults who 
have experienced discrimination or harassment. This can be accessed at the link 
below: http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2015/08/3720/4.   
The Scottish Government also produces official statistics on the number of 
offences with an aggravator recorded, which includes hate crime information by 
race, religion, sexual orientation, disability and transgender identity. The latest 
figures were published as an additional dataset to the Criminal Proceedings in 
Scotland, 2013-14 statistical bulletin and can be accessed here:  
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-
Justice/Datasets/DatasetsCrimProc/offagg1314. 
In addition to the above, the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) 
publishes official statistics on the number of hate crime charges reported to the 
COPFS in Scotland. This includes hate crime information by race, religion, 
sexual orientation, disability and transgender identity. These can be accessed at 
the link below:  
http://www.crownoffice.gov.uk/publications/equality-and-diversity.  
Since 2010-11 the Scottish Government has also provided detailed further 
analysis of the COPFS data on religiously aggravated offending (section 74 of the 
Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2003) and, since 2011-12, the hate-crime related 
charges reported under the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening 
Communications (Scotland) Act 2012. The most recent reports are here:  
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2015/06/9065 and; http://www.gov.scot/Publicati
ons/2015/06/7911.  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-28399&ResultsPerPage=10 

 
 

Police Service of Northern Ireland 

Hate incidents and crimes in Northern Ireland, period ending 30 September 2015 
http://www.psni.police.uk/quarterly_hate_motivations_bulletin_period_ending_sep15.pdf  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Data Protection: EU Action 
Eric Pickles [16952] To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, if he will 
support the inclusion of a specific exemption for Holocaust research in the forthcoming 
European General Data Protection Regulation. 

Edward Vaizey: I agree that it is vital that the General Data Protection Regulation, 
currently being negotiated, provides safeguards  to  enable  historical  researchers  
 

http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2014/03/9823
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2015/08/3720/4
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/Datasets/DatasetsCrimProc/offagg1314
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/Datasets/DatasetsCrimProc/offagg1314
http://www.crownoffice.gov.uk/publications/equality-and-diversity
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2015/06/9065
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2015/06/7911
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2015/06/7911
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-28399&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-28399&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.psni.police.uk/quarterly_hate_motivations_bulletin_period_ending_sep15.pdf
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and archivists to continue with important work. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-19/16952/  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Palestinians: Detainees 
Andy Slaughter [16735] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, how many of the (a) core recommendations and (b) specific recommendations of 
his Department's report entitled Children in Military Custody, published in June 2012, the 
Israeli government has implemented. 

Tobias Ellwood: Since the publication of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office-
funded independent report on Children in Military Custody in June 2012, there has 
been some progress on the issue of children held in military detention. This 
includes a pilot to use summons instead of night-time arrests, changes to 
standard operating procedures on methods of restraint, and steps to reduce the 
amount of time a child can be detained before seeing a judge. There has also 
been a reduction in the use of solitary confinement and an increase in the use of 
Arabic to give notifications of arrest. 
While we welcome the improvements to date, we continue to press the Israeli 
authorities to make further progress on this important issue. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-17/16735/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Visas: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL3621] To ask Her Majesty’s Government why the decision was 
taken not to grant entry to Britain to a group of medical experts from Gaza and a 
psychologist from Bethlehem who had been invited to contribute to a conference at 
Kingston University. 

Lord Bates: In order to safeguard an individual’s personal information and comply 
with the Data Protection Act 1998, the Home Office is limited in what information it 
can provide when the request is made by someone who is not the applicant. The 
Home Office is therefore unable to provide the information requested. 
All applications are considered on their individual merits and in line with the 
Immigration Rules. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-17/HL3621/  
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Other Relevant Information 

High Court 

This judicial review claim calls into question the lawfulness of the approach 
adopted by the defendant, the Secretary of State for Education, to the striking of a 
balance between the teaching at GCSE level of religious and non-religious world 
views. 
… At the core of the Claimants’ case is the proposition that The Subject Content and The 
Assertion, in combination, give unlawful priority to the teaching of religious views as 
compared to non-religious views, including those of humanism. The Claimants’ case is 
that the state has a duty to ensure that any educational provision it makes for religious 
education treats religious and non-religious views on an equal footing, and in a non-
partisan way; and that it has failed to discharge that obligation. …  
… by detailed analysis of the curriculum provisions the Court identified an “imbalance” in 
the state’s approach, such that “not only quantitative but even qualitative differences 
applied to the teaching of Christianity as compared to that of other religions and 
philosophies”. It is of interest to note one of the disparities of approach identified by the 
Court at: pupils were required to “learn the fundamentals of the Christian faith”, but only 
to “study the main features of” Islam, Judaism, Hinduism and Buddhism, and merely to 
“know about” secular orientation, the development of humanist traditions, and so on. … 
The Strasbourg jurisprudence shows that the duty of impartiality and neutrality owed by 
the state do not require equal air-time to be given to all shades of belief or conviction. An 
RE syllabus can quite properly reflect the relative importance of different viewpoints 
within the relevant society. … But the complete exclusion of any study of nonreligious 
beliefs for the whole of Key Stage 4, for which the Subject Content would allow, would 
not in my judgment be compatible with A2P1 [Article 2 of the First Protocol (Right to 
education)]. … 
In my judgment The Assertion contains a false and misleading statement of law, which 
encourages others to act unlawfully. In its ordinary and natural meaning The Assertion 
tells its readers that delivery of RS GCSE content consistent with The Subject Content 
will fulfil the state’s legal obligations as to RE. That is likely to lead those responsible for 
RE syllabus content to rely exclusively on GCSEs specified in accordance with the 
Subject Content. That could be enough to meet the state’s RE obligations but, contrary to 
the Assertion, it will not necessarily be so. GCSE specifications could be compliant with 
The Subject Content and yet fall short of delivering the RE obligations. In that event, the 
state would need to afford some additional educational provision or fail in its duties. … 
To read the full judgment see 
https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/r-fox-v-ssfe.pdf  
 
 

European Court of Human Rights 

Non-renewal of contract, in a public establishment, of a social assistant refusing to 
remove her veil was not contrary to the European Convention on Human Rights 
… The applicant, Christiane Ebrahimian, is a French national who was born in 1951 and 
lives in Paris … 
Ms Ebrahimian was recruited on a fixed-term contract within the public hospital service as 
a social worker …  the Director of Human Resources informed the applicant that her 
contract would not be renewed, on account of her refusal to remove her headgear and 
following complaints from patients. … 
The Court noted that the reason for the decision not to renew Ms Ebrahimian’s contract 
was her refusal to remove her veil, an expression of her affiliation to the Muslim faith. 
That measure had to be regarded as an interference with her right to freedom to manifest  
 

https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/r-fox-v-ssfe.pdf
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her religion as guaranteed by Article 9 of the Convention.  
The Court observed that the interference was prescribed by law. Whilst Article 1 of the 
Constitution and the case-law of the Conseil d’État and of the Constitutional Council 
constituted a sufficiently strong legal basis on which to restrict Ms Ebrahimian’s religious 
freedom, they did not enable her to foresee that the refusal to remove her veil amounted 
to misconduct exposing her to a disciplinary penalty as the content of the requirement of 
neutrality did not include a specific provision governing the profession exercised by Ms 
Ebrahimian. …  
The Court accepted that the interference in question had pursued the legitimate aim of 
protecting the rights and freedoms of others. … 
… the Court found that the requirement of neutrality of public officials could be regarded 
as justified in principle: the State, as employer of the applicant in a public hospital, could 
consider it necessary that she refrain from expressing her religious beliefs in discharging 
her functions in order to guarantee equality of treatment of patients. … 
The Court concluded that the interference with the exercise of her freedom to manifest 
her religion had been necessary in a democratic society and that there had been no 
violation of Article 9 of the Convention. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://tinyurl.com/osre7rq  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
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Northern Ireland Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Post-implementation review of the coroner reforms in the Coroners and Justice Act 
2009 (closing date 10 December 2015) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-
coroner-reforms 
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission 2016 - 2019 Strategic Plan (closing date 18 
December 2015) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/2016-2019-
strategic-plan-consultation?wssl=1 

TOP 
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