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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
col 666 Jeremy Corbyn: We know that, sadly, after atrocities such as those we have 
seen, intolerance such as Islamophobia, anti-Semitism and racism often increase. Does 
the Prime Minister agree that it is vital that everyone in public life—particularly we as 
politicians—must be careful how we discuss these issues? Will he join me in making it 
clear that the dreadful terrorism in Paris has nothing in common whatsoever with the 2 
million British Muslims in this country who are as appalled as anyone else by the events 
in Paris last Friday? 

The Prime Minister: I am happy to join the right hon. Gentleman in that, and 
some of the strongest and best statements following the Paris attacks have been 
made by a series of British Muslims who have come together to say that these 
attacks are in no way carried out in their name. I do think—we talked about this 
yesterday—that this raises an important issue, because it cannot be said often 
enough that these butchers of ISIL are no reflection of the true religion of Islam, 
which is a religion of peace. At the same time, we must recognise that whether 
these terrorists are in Tunisia, Egypt, Paris or London, they spout the same bile 
that they claim comes from the religion of Islam. That is why we must take apart 
what they say and prove that that is not the case. It is not good enough to say that 
there is no connection between these terrorists and Islam; they are making a 
connection, and we need to prove that it is not right. As we do so, the support of 
Muslim communities and scholars is vital, and I commend them for their work. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151118/debtext/15111
8-0001.htm#15111852000011  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Written Answer 

Hate Crime 
Elaine Murray: To ask the Scottish Government what its most recent estimate is of the 
cost of hate crime to the economy. (S4W-28400)  

Reply from Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has not estimated the cost of 
hate crime to the economy. We are clear that there is no excuse for any form of 
hate crime – it is simply not acceptable and will not be tolerated. We are 
committed to continuing to work closely with  public and  third sector organisations  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151118/debtext/151118-0001.htm#15111852000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151118/debtext/151118-0001.htm#15111852000011
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to address the causes and consequences of hate crime. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-28400&ResultsPerPage=10 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge [HL3410] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
are making to the government of Israel concerning the destruction by Israeli forces of a 
water network in the northern Jordan Valley. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not raised this specific issue, the 
UK does raise the issue of water in the Occupied Palestinian Territories with the 
Israeli authorities, including stressing the urgent need for Israel to take immediate 
and practical measures to improve this unacceptable situation and ensure fair 
distribution of water in the West Bank and Gaza. An official from our Embassy in 
Tel Aviv most recently raised the issue of water with the Israeli Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs on 26 October. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-09/HL3410/ 
 

Jerusalem 
Baroness Tonge [HL3411] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the recent 
report from B'Tselem about the closure policy imposed in Jerusalem, what discussions 
they have had with the government of Israel regarding the new restrictions placed on 
Palestinians living in East Jerusalem that limit their movement. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We remain deeply concerned about restrictions 
on freedom of movement in East Jerusalem. Our Ambassador in Tel Aviv raised 
this issue with Israeli National Security Advisor Cohen on 2 November. Our 
Consul-General to Jerusalem also raised this issue with the Mayor of Jerusalem 
on 28 October. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-09/HL3411/  
 

Jerusalem: Health Services 
Baroness Tonge [HL3412] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what response they have 
made to the urgent call from UN agencies for respect for health premises and the right to 
health care in Jerusalem for Palestinians after Israeli security forces stormed an East 
Jerusalem medical facility on 29 October. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not responded to this issue 
specifically, we are clear that medical staff should have the protection that allows 
them to do their jobs in safety. Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv met 
Physicians for Human Rights on 9 November to discuss trends in human rights 
violations against medical staff. Since the start of the current violence we have 
spoken regularly to both the Israeli government and the Palestinian Authority on 
the urgent need to de-escalate the tensions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-09/HL3412/  
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Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL3413] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
are making to the government of Israel concerning the allegations by Abu Anan that 
Israeli forces fired tear gas into or directly outside a Palestinian house resulting in the 
death of a baby through gas inhalation. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While our officials in Tel Aviv have not raised this 
specific case with the Israeli authorities, we remain extremely concerned by the 
violence that we have seen across Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
As the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my hon. Friend the Member for Bournemouth East (Mr. Ellwood), said in 
his press statement of 13 October, “We are also concerned by the use of force by 
Israeli security personnel in response to protests and security incidents”. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-09/HL3413/  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-tobias-ellwood-statement-on-violence-
in-israel-and-opts  
 

Jerusalem: Christianity 
Baroness Tonge [HL3415] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
made to the government of Israel concerning the right of Palestinian Christians from the 
West Bank to visit Jerusalem for Christmas worship. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not specifically raised the issue of 
access for Palestinian Christians with the Israeli authorities. However the 
Government remains deeply concerned about restrictions on freedom of 
movement between the West Bank and East Jerusalem. It remains difficult for 
Palestinians, of all religions, to enter East Jerusalem for work, education, medical 
treatment or religious worship. Through our Embassy in Tel Aviv, we regularly 
lobby the Israeli authorities on this matter and encourage them to lift access 
restrictions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-09/HL3415/  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Paul Monaghan (720) Military Court Watch submission to the United Nations 
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention – That this House notes that Military Court 
Watch has lodged a submission with the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention 
relating to the detention and transfer of Palestinian minors from the West Bank to prisons 
located inside Israel in violation of both the Fourth Geneva Convention and the Rome 
Statute of the International Criminal Court; further notes that this practice, which is 
classified under international law as a war crime, affects between 7,000 to 8,000 
Palestinians each year, including minors, according to evidence provided by the Israeli 
Prison Service; and calls on the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention to contest the 
practice in a manner consistent with its jurisdiction and mandate to ensure that relevant 
international standards and relevant international legal instruments accepted by both 
Israel and Palestine as signatories to the Fourth Geneva Convention are fully and 
timeously addressed. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/720  

TOP 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Post-implementation review of the coroner reforms in the Coroners and Justice Act 
2009 (closing date 10 December 2015) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-
coroner-reforms 
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission 2016 - 2019 Strategic Plan (closing date 18 
December 2015) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/2016-2019-
strategic-plan-consultation?wssl=1 
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