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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Islam 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether, as part of their 
counter-extremism strategy, they will encourage a national debate about the nature of 
Islam, including whether the Muslim tenet of abrogation remains valid today. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Transport and 
Home Office (Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon): My Lords, the Government’s 
approach and strategy to countering extremism is firmly based on further 
strengthening our relationships and work with the communities and organisations 
across the United Kingdom and together confronting, challenging and disrupting 
extremism in all its ugly guises. 

Lord Pearson of Rannoch: … some noble Lords may not be aware that abrogation 
means that, where there is contradiction in the Koran, its later and more violent verses 
outweigh its admirably peaceful early texts. Is the noble Lord aware that, together with 
some Koranic scholars, I have written a short summary of Islam, which I will send him, 
and that we are asking the Guardian newspaper to hold an open debate as to its 
accuracy? Secondly, given the seriousness of our domestic situation, could not the 
Government themselves sponsor a council of our Muslim leaders in which they could 
clarify the modern meaning of their religion and cast the extremists out of Islam? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: My Lords, I look forward to receiving the noble 
Lord’s summary of the great religion of Islam. Perhaps during his reflection he will 
also have noted that, with the exception of one verse in the holy Koran, every 
verse starts with the words: “In the name of God, the gracious, most merciful”, 
which underlines the true sentiments and principle of that religion. The 
Government have very much been engaging in debate across Muslim 
communities. Indeed, the Prime Minister recently launched an engagement forum 
where he is meeting with people of all denominations from across the Muslim 
community and beyond to ensure that we confront extremism, as I said earlier, in 
all its ugly guises. 

Lord Lamont of Lerwick: My Lords, does the Minister agree that while it is appropriate 
for the Government to sponsor good community relations and to promote British values 
in citizenship courses and in schools, and while it is right that civil society should debate 
the merits, perhaps, of each religion, surely it would be totally inappropriate for the state 
to be involved,  as the noble Lord,  Lord Pearson,  has suggested,  in a critique of  one of  
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the world’s great religions, which is followed by 1.2 billion people throughout the world? 
Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Suffice it to say that I totally agree with my noble 
friend. 

Baroness Hussein-Ece: My Lords, does the noble Lord think it is helpful or constructive 
that any religious text—be it from the Koran, the Old Testament or even the Hebrew 
scriptures; taken and quoted selectively—should be used in a negative, divisive and 
political way to put whole communities on trial? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: I totally agree with the noble Baroness. No 
community should be on trial in our great country. There are extremists of every 
guise who take noble faiths and seek to hijack them. That is the challenge that we 
face within Islam today, but I am pleased to say that it is the Muslim communities 
of Britain and beyond who are at the forefront of challenging that. 

Lord Ahmed: My Lords, what are the Government’s views of the following comments: 
“Most Nigerians are generally bad people”; “Jewish bankers financed Hitler”; “Islam is a 
cancer”? What should be our response to a political party that holds such views? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The views that the noble Lord has just articulated, 
which he is reporting to the House, are abhorrent, and I think I speak for the whole 
House. 

Baroness Mobarik: My Lords, first, I was not aware that the noble Lord, Lord Pearson, 
was a scholar of Islamic theology. I do not profess to have any such expertise, but I am 
concerned that such a debate as he advocates could be divisive and further exacerbate 
the current rise in Islamophobia. I, like the vast majority of the 1.6 billion Muslims around 
the world, was taught that peace, compassion and obeying the law of the land are 
fundamental. To me, that is the nature of Islam. Does my noble friend the Minister agree 
that such a debate would be unhelpful for interfaith relations and social cohesion? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: I agree with my noble friend. This Government, and 
indeed the previous coalition Government, have built on the previous opposition 
Governments’ work in bringing communities together. It is about fighting hate in 
every guise in which it is found. I am therefore delighted that in October the Prime 
Minister himself announced—I am sure many noble Lords followed it—that, from 
April 2016, along with anti-Semitism, anti-Muslim crime will be recorded as a 
specific hate crime by all 43 police forces across England and Wales. 

The Lord Bishop of Sheffield: My Lords, I strongly agree with the question raised by 
the previous speaker and the Minister’s reply. Does the Minister agree that encouraging 
education and dialogue across a broad front should be a key part of our strategy, 
including: encouraging relationships not only between the faith communities but between 
all the faith communities and civil society; encouraging agencies such as the Islamic 
Society of Britain—which does such powerful good work in education in schools and 
other areas; raising the levels of religious literacy at all levels; further analysis of why 
people of faith do, in a minority of cases, resort to violence; and building on the excellent 
work of the noble Lord, Lord Sacks, in his recent book Not in God’s Name? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The right reverend Prelate raises a very important 
issue about education. I think that education is the cornerstone of all progressive 
societies. The Near Neighbours scheme, for example, run by the Church of 
England, is a great scheme which brings communities together, irrespective of 
faith and denomination, to ensure that good and sensible values—the prevailing 
values; we often talk about British values but ultimately they are the human values 
we all share—prevail in a modern, progressive Britain. 

Lord Rosser: The Minister made reference to a comment by the Prime Minister. Does 
the Minister accept that the Prime Minister made a comment about sections of the 
Muslim community quietly condoning extremism, and that that risks causing division and 
fuelling resentment which will be counterproductive to the Government’s recently 
published counter-extremism strategy, which quite rightly focuses on building cohesive 
communities? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon:  I am sure the noble  Lord has read the strategy;  its  
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foreword is by the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister is the one leading on this 
strategy of countering extremism. It is about bringing together people of all 
communities, of all faiths and none, to ensure that we can tackle extremism in all 
its ugly guises—whether it is those who seek to hijack a noble religion, as we 
currently find in the religion of Islam, or those who use race and religion to divide 
society. We must unite against all such extremism. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151105-
0001.htm#15110533000331  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Philippa Whitford (652) Anti-semitism and Palestine solidarity – That this House 
notes with concern that the Community Security Trust recorded a doubling of anti-Semitic 
incidents across the UK in 2014 to 1,168; further notes that the pattern of these attacks 
reveals the single biggest contributing factor to have been anti-Semitic reaction to the 
armed violence between Israel and Gaza in July 2014; condemns all forms of racism and 
affirms that anti-Semitism has no place in campaigns of solidarity with Palestinians; calls 
for the adoption of all necessary measures to eliminate racism and anti-Semitism, while 
emphasising the democratic right to criticise the governments and policies of any and all 
states whilst ensuring this avoids spilling over into group-blame or racist stereotyping; 
further calls on all sides of the House to combat racism, and for hon. Members to make 
clear the distinction between the Jewish community and the decisions of politicians in the 
state of Israel; calls for comprehensive action to address the concerns of the Jewish 
community and to encourage responsible public debate and use of language around 
enhancing inter-communal co-operation and education; and calls on the Government to 
actively seek a just and stable resolution to the conflict that would bring the benefits of 
peace to both the Palestinian and Israeli people. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/652  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Mustafa Barghouti 
David Jones [14028] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what representations his Department has made to the Israeli authorities on the 
attempted murder of the Palestinian activist, Mustafa Barghouti. 

Tobias Ellwood: Palestinian, rather than Israeli, security forces are responsible 
for security in Ramallah, and have opened an investigation into the attack. Our 
Consul-General to Jersualem spoke to Dr Barghouti following the attack to relay 
our concern. As the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond), 
said in a press statement on 9 October, "We condemn all acts of violence, 
including attacks by Palestinian and by Israeli settlers. We urge all sides to take 
immediate steps to de-escalate the tensions and avoid actions that threaten to 
exacerbate the situation." 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-29/14028/ 
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-condemns-violence-in-israel-and-opts  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151105-0001.htm#15110533000331
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151105-0001.htm#15110533000331
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/652
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-29/14028/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-29/14028/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-condemns-violence-in-israel-and-opts
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House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL2994] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel about the state of emergency declared by the 
Palestinian Red Crescent on 4 October. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not raised this issue specifically 
with the Israeli authorities, we are clear that medical staff should have the 
protection that allows them to do their jobs in safety. Since the start of the current 
violence we have spoken regularly to both the Israeli government and the 
Palestinian Authority on the need to de-escalate the tensions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2994/  
 

Jerusalem 
Lord Turnberg [HL3061] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have 
had with King Abdullah of Jordan about his role in and responsibility for the oversight of 
the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: King Abdullah raised his concerns over violence 
at the Temple Mount/Haram al-Sharif site during the visit to Jordan in September 
by the Prime Minister, my right hon. Friend the Member for Witney (Mr Cameron). 
We regularly discuss measures to de-escalate tensions and maintain the status 
quo with all levels of the Jordanian government. 
On 29 October the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my hon. Friend the member for Bournemouth East (Mr 
Ellwood), met a delegation of Arab Heads of Mission, led by the Jordanian 
Ambassador, to discuss the violence at the Holy Sites and the implementation of 
the recent Israel-Jordan agreement. He assured the Ambassador and delegation 
that we will do all we can to support efforts to de-escalate tensions and maintain 
the status quo, which includes encouraging all sides to respect the King of 
Jordan’s custodianship. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-27/HL3061/  
 

Jerusalem 
Lord Turnberg [HL3062] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what approaches they have 
made to the President of the Palestinian Authority about his comments that Israel intends 
to take over the Temple Mount and the mosque situated there. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and 
Weybridge (Mr Hammond), emphasised the importance of calming the current 
tensions when he spoke to President Abbas on 9 October. On 26 October, our 
Consul General in Jerusalem raised our concerns with Prime Minister and 
Minister for Interior, Rami Hamdallah. 
Since the start of the current violence we have spoken regularly to both the 
Palestinian Authority and the Israeli Government on the need to de-escalate 
tensions, avoid any words or actions that could incite further violence, and 
maintain the status quo at the holy site of Haram al-Sharif/Temple Mount. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-27/HL3062/  
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2994/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2994/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-27/HL3061/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-27/HL3061/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-27/HL3062/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-27/HL3062/
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answer 

North Korea: Terrorism 
Lord Alton of Liverpool [HL2969] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the 
Written Answer by Baroness Anelay of St Johns on 22 June (HL689) in determining that 
North Korea does not pose a terrorist threat, what assessment they made of any 
involvement by North Korea in assassinations, attempted kidnapping and offering 
support for the Tamil Tigers, Hezbollah and Hamas. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We are aware of media reports linking individuals 
alleged to be agents of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) to 
assassination attempts against DPRK citizens who have resettled in the Republic 
of Korea (ROK). The reports also detail the actions taken by the ROK authorities 
in response to these incidents. There are also occasional unverified reports that 
North Korean agents have abducted refugees resident in other countries. While 
the DPRK has acknowledged its involvement in the historical abductions of 
Japanese citizens during the 1970s and 1980s, it has not admitted to participation 
in these more recent reported cases. We strongly support efforts to resolve 
enforced disappearances and spoke on this matter during a UN Human Rights 
Council panel discussion in September. 
We are also aware of media reports alleging cooperation between the DPRK and 
the Tamil Tigers, Hezbollah and Hamas. Despite these reports, recent public 
assessments indicate that the DPRK is not known to have sponsored any terrorist 
acts since 1987. However, the UK remains extremely concerned by the DPRK’s 
indiscriminate global proliferation of arms and related material, in violation of UN 
sanctions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2969/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
** Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151105-
gc0001.htm#15110532000196 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/minutes/151109/ldordpap.htm#minproc  
  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2969/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2969/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151105-gc0001.htm#15110532000196
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151105-gc0001.htm#15110532000196
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/minutes/151109/ldordpap.htm#minproc
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Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
 

Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee, Stage 1 consideration 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10178&i=93832#ScotP
arlOR  

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Post-implementation review of the coroner reforms in the Coroners and Justice Act 
2009 (closing date 10 December 2015) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-
coroner-reforms 
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission 2016 - 2019 Strategic Plan (closing date 18 
December 2015) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/2016-2019-
strategic-plan-consultation?wssl=1 
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