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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Anti-Semitism 
7. John Mann: What assessment he has made of the level of anti-Semitism in Scotland. 
[901903] 

The Secretary of State for Scotland (David Mundell): Recorded incidents of 
anti-Semitism in Scotland are thankfully low, but I am not complacent. I echo the 
Prime Minister’s view that tackling anti-Semitism goes right to the heart of what 
we stand for as a country. Whatever our politics and whatever our faith, we must 
seek to defeat it. 

John Mann: Last week, 15 Scottish MPs attended a briefing by the all-party 
parliamentary group against antisemitism. Given the good will that clearly exists, will the 
Secretary of State talk to the Scottish Government about how the system of state-funded 
security in Jewish schools in England could be emulated in Glasgow? 

David Mundell: I certainly will, and I am very happy to do so. I should also say to 
the hon. Gentleman that, despite the many robust exchanges that we have in the 
Chamber, all MPs from Scotland are united in the view that we cannot tolerate 
anti-Semitism. 

Kirsten Oswald: The Secretary of State will know that, in my constituency, I represent 
Scotland’s largest Jewish community. At the briefing that was mentioned by the hon. 
Member for Bassetlaw (John Mann), I was pleased to hear about the very good inter-
community relations and positive support from Police Scotland that exist in my area. Will 
the Secretary of State join me in applauding our Scottish Jewish communities for their 
great contributions to our country, and in deploring anti-Semitism and discrimination 
wherever they occur? 

David Mundell: Absolutely, and I commend the hon. Lady for the extent to which, 
during her short time as a Member of Parliament, she has already engaged with 
that important Jewish community in Scotland. I also commend the work of the 
Scottish Government in that regard. As I said earlier, this is a matter on which we 
are all united, supporting Jewish communities and not accepting anti-Semitism. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151104/debtext/15110
4-0001.htm#15110440000025  
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151104/debtext/151104-0001.htm#15110440000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151104/debtext/151104-0001.htm#15110440000025
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Coroners: Out-of-Hours Service 
3. Mike Freer : If he will take steps to ensure that coroners provide an out-of-hours 
service for faith communities. [901959] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Women and Equalities and 
Family Justice (Caroline Dinenage): The Government are committed to 
ensuring that bereaved people are at the heart of the coroner system, and we are 
working with coroners, local authorities and the police to develop a pan-London 
out-of-hours service. On 15 October we launched a post-implementation review of 
the coroner reforms of 2013, including views on the availability of out-of-hours 
services. 

Mike Freer: I am grateful to my hon. Friend for that answer, but may I press her 
specifically on Orthodox Jews and Orthodox Muslims, who require a speedy service and 
a speedy burial? Will she commit to giving strict guidance to coroners that they should 
turn around such decisions so that those burials can take place very quickly? 

Caroline Dinenage: Coroners understand and should be sensitive to the fact that 
some faiths have religious and cultural wishes for burials after death. They should 
always try to take those wishes into account. In May 2014, the Chief Coroner 
issued guidance to coroners on their legal duties to deal with urgent matters out of 
hours. As I have mentioned, we are working with key partners to develop an out-
of-hours service in London. 

Tania Mathias: There are serious concerns about the coroners service that affect faith 
communities in west London in-hours, let alone out of hours. Will the Minister see what 
her Department can do to address those concerns? 

Caroline Dinenage: We have been working on that. The Secretary of State and I 
have met representatives from the Jewish and Muslim communities and are very 
sympathetic to their concerns. We are working with key stakeholders to develop 
an out-of-hours service across London. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151103/debtext/15110
3-0001.htm#15110340000032  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Hate Crime: Greater London 
Sadiq Khan [13254] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many 
incidents of each type of hate crime were recorded on public transport in London in each 
year since 2010. 

Mike Penning: The Home Office does not hold the requested data centrally. 
While the Home Office collects data on the number of hate crimes recorded by the 
police in London, we cannot tell from these data whether they took place on public 
transport or not. Furthermore, data are also collected from the British Transport 
Police but we cannot tell from these data whether the offence took place in 
London or elsewhere.  
Recognising that hate crime is a serious and persistent issue, the Government is 
committed to developing a new hate crime action plan, working in partnership with 
communities to ensure we have strong measures to stop and respond to these 
deplorable crimes. In future, for the first time, the police will provide a breakdown 
in religion-based hate crime data to help forces build community trust, target their 
resources and enable the public to better hold them to account. 
The most recently available figures for these police forces can be found in Hate 
Crimes, England and Wales, 2014/15, available here:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2014-to-2015  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-23/13254/  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151103/debtext/151103-0001.htm#15110340000032
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151103/debtext/151103-0001.htm#15110340000032
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2014-to-2015
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-23/13254/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-23/13254/
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Anti-Muslim Hatred Working Group 
The following three questions all received the same answer 

Greg Mulholland [13469] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government, pursuant to the Answer of 26 October 2015 to Question 12724, on the Anti-
Muslim Hatred Working Group, how much (a) funding and (b) staffing resource is 
currently dedicated to that group. 
Greg Mulholland [13487] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government, pursuant to the Answer of 26 October 2015 to Question 12724, on the Anti-
Muslim Hatred Working Group, what the achievements of that group have been. 
Greg Mulholland [13488] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government, pursuant to the Answer of 26 October 2015 to Question 12724, on the Anti-
Muslim Hatred Working Group, if he will place in the Library a copy of all advice that 
group has submitted to Ministers of his Department. 

Marcus Jones: Since 2012, the Anti-Muslim Hatred Working Group has advised 
Ministers on issues including training for journalists to tackle the negative 
portrayal of Muslims in the media; encouraging increased reporting and recording 
of anti-Muslim incidents and online abuse; supporting social media workshops to 
build the capacity of community organisations to promote positive narratives; and 
facilitating a number of regional road shows to engage communities on integration 
and tackling anti-Muslim hatred. The group also worked on the issue of 
disaggregation of anti-Muslim hate crime, as is done with anti-semitic hate crime. 
Last month, my Rt Hon Friend, the Prime Minister announced that police forces in 
England and Wales would be required to disaggregate religion based hate crime 
data. 
The Working Group meets quarterly and uses this forum to advise Ministers on 
issues relating to anti-Muslim hatred rather than through official submissions. 
The independent members of the Working Group volunteer their own time to take 
part in the group and can claim basic travel expenses for the meetings. As part of 
a broader role, one official in the Department provides secretariat support to the 
group and officials from across Government Departments attend quarterly 
meetings. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-26/13469/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-26/13487/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-26/13488/ 
 

Radicalism 
Greg Mulholland [13050] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
the criteria are for choosing the credible commentators referred to in paragraph 46 of her 
Department's Counter-Extremism Strategy, published on 19 October 2015. 

Karen Bradley: We have taken the question to mean the credible commentators 
referred to in paragraph 65 of the Counter-Extremism Strategy. We are 
determining the requirements and precise funding allocation for research to be 
commissioned. We will be working closely with a range of experts, including 
academics and universities, to improve our understanding of extremism. 
Opportunities for part-funded research will be allocated competitively. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-22/13050/  
 

 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-26/13469/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-26/13469/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-26/13487/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-26/13487/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-26/13488/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-26/13488/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-22/13050/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-22/13050/
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Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

David Amess [13645] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, with reference to the 
Government response to the Report from the Education Select Committee, Life lessons: 
PSHE and SRE in schools, HC 145 of Session 2014-15, which was published in July 
2015, cm 9121, which organisations and stakeholders referred to on page 9 of that 
response are being consulted in order to develop further measures to improve the quality 
of PHSE; whether such organisations and stakeholders include representatives of parent 
advocacy groups, faith groups and those involved in running faith schools; and if she will 
make a statement. 
David Amess [13708] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, with reference to 
page 9 of the Government Response to the Report of the Education Select Committee, 
Life lessons: PSHE and SRE in schools, HC 145 of Session 2014-15, which was 
published in July 2015, cm 9121, when she expects to report on progress of the quality of 
PSHE; and if she will make a statement. 

Edward Timpson: The Department for Education is committed to considering the 
views of all stakeholders. As part of the inquiry into PSHE and SRE, the 
Education Select Committee sought evidence from a wide range of stakeholders, 
including parent advocacy groups and faith groups. We are aware of the range of 
views about these subjects. We are currently working with a group of leading 
headteachers to improve the provision of PSHE in schools. We will consult 
directly with a wider group of stakeholders when appropriate. 
As stated in the government response to the Select Committee report, we will 
provide a progress update later this year. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-27/13645/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-27/13708/  
 
 

Welsh Assembly Debate 

Equality and Human Rights Commission Wales Annual Review 2014-2015 
17.11  Mohammad Asghar: … Hate crime in England and Wales has risen by 18 per 
cent in the last year. Of these crimes, more than 80 per cent were classed as race hate 
crimes. According to the Home Office, the likely factors for this increase include improved 
recording of crime, greater awareness and an improved willingness of victims to come 
forward. I very much welcome the news that the UK Government is to make it a legal 
requirement for all police forces to record Islamaphobia as a separate category of crime. 
This move brings Islamaphobia in line with anti-Semitic attacks, which have been 
recorded separately for some time. The benefit of this move could be crucial in reducing 
Islamaphobia and in providing victims with the support that they deserve. … 
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3473&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#
245310  
 
 

Welsh Assembly Oral Answers 

Religious Education 
Darren Millar: 1. Will the Minister make a statement on the future of religious education 
in Wales? OAQ(4)0633(ESK) 

Julie James:  Religious education  has a vital role to play in preparing learners for  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-27/13645/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-27/13645/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-27/13708/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-27/13708/
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3473&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#245310
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3473&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#245310
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3473&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#245310
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life. That is why, in line with Professor Donaldson’s recommendations, it will 
remain statutory. Pioneer schools will consider how the teaching and learning of 
RE, philosophy and ethics can be strengthened within the new curriculum. 

Darren Millar: … You will know that many in our faith communities were concerned at 
the initial announcement from the Minister for Education and Skills when he referred to 
what many people regarded as a dilution of religious education here in Wales. Can I ask 
what discussions, prior to that announcement, had the Minister had with members of faith 
communities in order to help develop his ideas? 

Julie James: I think the Minister has made it very clear that this report 
strengthens the teaching of RE in schools. It very much forms part of the 
humanities area of learning and experience and remains, as I’ve said, a statutory 
curriculum requirement from reception onwards. I hope the Member will be 
reassured by that. As the Member will know, Professor Donaldson’s report 
identifies four purposes for the curriculum, and one of those is that children should 
be ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world in its context. A number of 
pieces of work have been done by the Minister with the faith communities, 
including meeting with the Member himself, and there are a range of other 
measures in place. More importantly, the Minister will shortly be announcing the 
names of the pioneer schools that will take forward the work on these aspects of 
the curriculum. The network will consist of some of our very best schools and 
practitioners, and this will include faith schools. We absolutely accept that RE, 
alongside ethics and philosophy, is an absolute essential to teaching our young 
people to be experienced people who work very effectively within the free society 
and the free faith that we all expect our citizens to have. 

http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3474&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#246133  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

Scottish Government 

Holocaust Educational Trust 
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon last night attended a reception at the Scottish Parliament 
to recognise the work of the Holocaust Educational Trust’s Ambassadors. …  
Holocaust Educational Trust’s ‘Lessons from Auschwitz’ project gives post-16 students 
the chance to visit Auschwitz-Birkenau. On completion of the course the students 
become Ambassadors for the Trust and talk about their experiences to their friends and 
classmates. The course receives funding from the Scottish Government and, since 2006, 
over 3,000 students and teachers have been able to take part. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://firstminister.gov.scot/holocaust-educational-trust/ 
 

 

Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe 

Remembrance and education are crucial in countering anti-Roma racism and anti-
Semitism, say OSCE/ODIHR representatives 
… “There is an increase in awareness and recognition of the Roma and Sinti genocide by 
both officials and civil society organizations,” said Mirjam Karoly, ODIHR’s Senior Adviser 
on Roma and Sinti Issues. “But this is not enough, more efforts in education are needed 
to allow for meaningful dialogue and reflection on the  continuation of old  prejudices  and  
 

http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3474&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#246133
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3474&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#246133
https://firstminister.gov.scot/holocaust-educational-trust/


 6 

 

how they manifest in patterns of racism and discrimination today.” 
The discussions also focused on the importance of promoting societal recognition of the 
Holocaust and the persecution and suffering of different victim groups. 
Anne Giebel, ODIHR’s Advisor on Combating Anti-Semitism, said:  “Holocaust denial and 
distortion are a cause of concern. In light of the contemporary manifestations of anti-
Semitism, it is all the more crucial that participating States accurately and proactively 
raise awareness about the past, including on the occasion of Holocaust memorial days.” 
The ODIHR representatives underlined that it is also very important to build coalitions 
among different communities and civil society groups to jointly advocate for the 
implementation of OSCE commitments in these areas.…  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/196931  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Israel: Overseas Aid 
Suella Fernandes [13818] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
if she will provide funding to support the work of the Save a Child's Heart charity in 
Holon, Israel. 

Desmond Swayne: DFID does not currently fund Save the Child’s Heart charity in 
Holon, Israel. Any future funding decisions will be informed by an assessment of 
need and where DFID can most effectively contribute in the OPTs. DFID is 
providing £349 million in support of Palestinian development from 2011-15. 
DFID’s bilateral Palestinian programme contributes to UK policy objectives of a 
negotiated two-state solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-28/13818/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Middle East Quartet 
Baroness Helic [HL2981] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of the impact of the Middle East Quartet Representative on the prospects for 
peace between Israel and Palestine; what the identified successes and failures are; and 
what was the cost to the public purse of supporting the office of the Representative in 
each of the last eight financial years. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The British Government supports the aims and 
objectives of the Quartet, which has an important role in the Middle East Peace 
Process through its mandate to mobilise international assistance to the 
Palestinians and develop plans to promote Palestinian economic development. 
Since its inception in 2007, the Office of the Quartet Representative (OQR) has 
been funded by donations from Quartet members, including the European 
Commission, EU Member States and the US. Donations are pooled in a trust fund 
which is managed and administered by the UN Development Programme 
(UNDP). 
In November 2007 the then Secretary for State for International Development 
approved a one-off payment of £400,000 from the UK to UNDP to help with the 
costs of setting up the OQR. Other countries also  contributed to the  set up costs:  
 

http://www.osce.org/odihr/196931
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-28/13818/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-28/13818/
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Norway gave $1 million; the European Commission $2 million; and the US 
provided IT equipment. 
The UK does not currently provide financial support to cover the costs of the OQR. 
The Department for International Development has seconded staff to the OQR 
since 2007. Their costs are as follows 2007: £62,850; 2008: £165,313; 2009: 
£204,830; 2010: £214,440; 2011: £247,213; 2012: £183,462; 2013: £266,088; 
2014: £115,738; and 2015: £26,875. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office also 
seconded two full-time members of staff to the OQR from 2007 until 2013. We do 
not hold a record of the costs of these secondments. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2981/  
 

Middle East Quartet 
Baroness Helic [HL2982] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what plans there are for the 
appointment of a new Middle East Quartet Representative; and what the timeline is for 
any such appointment. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: There are no current plans to appoint a new 
Middle East Quartet Representative. The Office of the Quartet Representative has 
been renamed the Office of the Quartet. It is now being led by a Head of Mission, 
supported by a Deputy Head of Mission. The Quartet Principals (EU, US, UN and 
Russia) are responsible for taking decisions about the structure of the Quartet, 
including its staffing. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2982/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL2993] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have had with the government of Israel about the level of collective punishment being 
imposed on Palestinians by both Jewish settlers and the Israeli Defence Forces, and in 
particular about the use of live fire in East Jerusalem and the West Bank. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We regularly raise with the Government of Israel 
the implementation of its obligations under the Fourth Geneva Convention as the 
occupying power, including the point that any use of force must be proportionate. 
Our Ambassador to Tel Aviv most recently raised our concerns on 26 October 
about the use of force, including live fire, with the Israeli Commander of 
Government Activities in the Territories, General Mordechai. Israel, like all 
countries, has a legitimate right to self-defence, and the right to defend its citizens 
from attack. But in doing so it is vital that all actions are in line with International 
Humanitarian Law. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2993/  
 

Israel: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge [HL2995] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel about the bulldozing of agricultural land owned by 
Palestinian farmers near the city of Nablus in the West Bank to open new roads to 
connect Jewish outposts and settlements south of the city. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not made any representations on 
this specific issue, our Ambassador in Tel Aviv raised the issue of demolitions with 
the Israeli Ministry of Defence Director of Political-Military Affairs on 21 October. 
The British Government has repeatedly condemned Israeli settlement activity. The 
UK position is clear:- settlements are illegal under international law, present an 
obstacle to peace, and take us further away from a two state solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2995/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2981/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2981/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2982/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2982/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2993/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2993/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2995/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2995/
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Israel: Gaza 
Baroness Tonge [HL2996] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel following the September UN OCHA Bulletin report 
that Israel has added additional restrictions on the entry of wood into Gaza, and that 
those restrictions have impeded the Catholic Relief Services' installation of prefabricated 
wooden housing units to serve as transitional shelter solutions for the winter. 

Baroness Verma: DFID is aware of the issue of restrictions on the import of wood 
into Gaza and senior DFID officials have raised it with the Government of Israel at 
the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee (AHLC) meeting in September this year. We 
support calls to ease the number of items on the dual use list whilst recognising 
Israel’s legitimate security concerns about the use of materials for the 
manufacture of weapons. We urge Israel to make the process of listing materials 
as dual use more transparent and in line with internationally recognised dual use 
items. In the interim, DFID funding to the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism is 
helping to ensure that construction materials reach Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2996/  
 

Israel: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge [HL2997] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel following the September UN OCHA Bulletin report 
that Israel had demolished a two-storey building in Area A of the West Bank during a 
search and arrest operation in Jenin refugee camp and damaged an adjacent home, 
displacing four people. 

Baroness Verma: The UK raises concerns about demolitions and displacement 
with the Government of Israel on a regular basis and at the highest levels. We 
assess that demolition of Palestinian structures in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories by Israel is harmful to the peace process. As of 14 September, in 2015, 
393 Palestinian-owned structures were demolished in Area C and a further 56 in 
East Jerusalem. Demolitions cause unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians 
and in all but the most limited circumstances are contrary to international 
humanitarian law. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2997/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Lord Hylton [HL3032] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their estimate of the 
number of (1) Israelis, and (2) Palestinians, killed and wounded in sectarian violence in 
the last year; and whether they are making representations to the parties concerned. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The British Government has not made any 
estimates of the number of people who have been killed and wounded. 
As the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond), said in a 
press statement on 9 October, “We condemn all acts of violence, including attacks 
by Palestinians and by Israeli settlers. We urge all sides to take immediate steps 
to de-escalate the tensions and avoid actions that threaten to exacerbate the 
situation”. According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
website, from 1 January 2014 to 19 October 2015 there were 2373 Palestinian 
fatalities and 23,442 injured. In that same period of time there were 98 Israeli 
fatalities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-27/HL3032/  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-condemns-violence-in-israel-and-opts  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2996/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2996/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2997/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2997/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-27/HL3032/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-27/HL3032/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-condemns-violence-in-israel-and-opts
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Israel: Palestinians 
Lord Hylton [HL3033] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of whether (1) medical personnel, (2) ambulance crews, and (3) journalists, have 
been unlawfully attacked in the last year in Israel and Palestine, and how many of each 
group have been injured in that period. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not made an assessment 
specifically on this matter, we are clear that both medical staff and journalists 
should have the protection that allows them to do their jobs in safety. Freedom of 
the media is an important human rights principle. We are aware of several 
concerning incidents involving journalists and ambulance crews in the West Bank 
and Gaza over the past year. We regularly raise our concerns with both the 
Palestinian Authority and Israeli government, and have urged all sides to de-
escalate the current tensions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-27/HL3033/  
 
 

European Union 

Speech by HR/VP Federica Mogherini at Cairo University: "Europe and the Arab 
youth. Shared history, common future" 
… Tension in the Holy Places can only play in the hands of terrorists of all kinds. It can 
facilitate radicalisation and recruitment. It can reinforce their narrative of a war of 
religion.  On the other hand, think what peace in the Holy Land could do. Think of a 
pacified Jerusalem, a city for all the children of Abraham, a capital for two States. How 
sweet would that be... I know sweet is not a word we associate with the Middle East… 
We should. What a powerful message would it send to the whole Middle East, to the 
whole world. … Diversity is what makes the Middle East so rich, and unique. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/151104_01_en.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Muslim Brotherhood Review 
Ann Clwyd [14208] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, when he plans to publish the report of the review into the Muslim Brotherhood; 
and if he will make a statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: We intend to update the House about the main findings of the 
Muslim Brotherhood Review shortly. We have been clear from the outset that the 
purpose of the Review is to get a better understanding of what the Muslim 
Brotherhood stands for, how they intend to achieve their aims and what that 
means for the United Kingdom. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-30/14208/ 
 

Lithuania: Conference Centres 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Gareth Thomas [14143] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, if he will make representations  to the Lithuanian  government against  plans for a  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-27/HL3033/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-27/HL3033/
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/151104_01_en.htm
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-30/14208/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-30/14208/
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convention centre to be built in the Jewish Cemetery in Piramont, Vilnius; and if he will 
make a statement. 
Gareth Thomas [14144] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, if he will make representations to his European counterparts encouraging them to 
oppose Lithuanian government plans to erect a convention centre in the Jewish cemetery 
in Piramont, Vilnius; and if he will make a statement. 

David Lidington: The Government is aware of plans announced by the Lithuanian 
Government to renovate the Soviet-era Vilnius Palace of Concerts and Sports, 
located in the Šnipiškės Jewish cemetery. The existing building on the site has 
been left derelict for some time. The Chairperson of the Jewish Community in 
Lithuania has been clear in her public support for the renovation, stressing that 
the current site is run-down and at risk otherwise of further deterioration. It is our 
understanding that there will be no significant structural changes and that only the 
interior will be renovated for use as a centre for conferences and cultural events. 
The surrounding area will be maintained as a memorial park. The Lithuanian 
Prime Minister has said that all Jewish cemeteries in Lithuania would be 
memorialised and marked by the end of 2017. We welcome his commitment to 
working alongside the Jewish Community of Lithuania and the international 
Jewish community on this renovation. The Lithuanian government has also said it 
will discuss the renovation with the Israeli government. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-29/14143/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-29/14144/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
** Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0064/amend/ml064-I.htm 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0064/amend/su064-I-a.htm  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-29/14143/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-29/14143/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-29/14144/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-29/14144/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0064/amend/ml064-I.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0064/amend/su064-I-a.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
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** Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2015-
2016/0048/amend/pbc0480311a.1-7.html 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2015-
2016/0048/amend/pbc0480411a.1-7.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Tomorrow’s BBC (closing date 5 November 2015) 
https://consultations.external.bbc.co.uk/bbc/future-ideas  
 
** closes tomorrow 
Holocaust education (closing date 6 November 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/education-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/holocaust-education-15-16/ 
 
Post-implementation review of the coroner reforms in the Coroners and Justice Act 
2009 (closing date 10 December 2015) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-
coroner-reforms 
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission 2016 - 2019 Strategic Plan (closing date 18 
December 2015) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/2016-2019-
strategic-plan-consultation?wssl=1 

TOP 
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