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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Religious Hatred: Islam 
Greg Mulholland [12623] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, if she 
will commission independent research into the causes of Islamophobia. 

Karen Bradley: A key part of our new Countering Extremism Strategy, published 
this week, outlines how we will engage with and protect Muslim communities from 
Islamophobia and anti-Muslim hatred. 
We have access to a wide range of research on Islamophobia from academics, 
non-government organisations and from the Extremism Analysis Unit. 
We have announced a new Cross-Government Hate Crime Action Plan. As part of 
this we are engaging with partner organisations to establish the plan’s priority 
focus areas including future research requirement. 
The Government also recognises the risk of Islamophobia in the UK as well as the 
increasing number of attacks aimed at the Muslim Community. To address this 
the PM has announced that from next year all police forces will be required to 
record Anti-Muslim hate crime as a distinct category when it is reported. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-20/12623/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Occupied Palestinian Territories 
5. Tommy Sheppard: What recent assessment she has made of the humanitarian 
situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. [901841] 

The Minister of State, Department for International Development (Mr 
Desmond Swayne): Some 2.3 million people in Gaza and the west bank have 
insecure access to food, and 1.4 million are in need of water, sanitation and 
hygiene. This month 58 Palestinians and eight Israelis have been killed, and 7,042 
Palestinians and 70 Israelis have been injured. 

Tommy Sheppard: I have a related question  on  Gaza,  if I may.  What  assessment  has  
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been made of the destruction of UK-funded facilities in Gaza by the bombing of the Israeli 
air force? It seems that we provide facilities, either directly or through the UN, but then 
those facilities get bombed and we have to provide them again. What can be done to stop 
that tragic merry-go-round, and will the Minister work with colleagues to try to persuade 
the Israeli Government to have a more proportionate response in Gaza and to stop 
hindering the relief effort? … 

Mr Swayne: Twelve UK-funded United Nations Relief and Works Agency schools 
were substantially damaged in the hostilities. The only way that can be prevented 
is by a peace process. … 

15. [901851] John Howell: Will my right hon. Friend praise the doctors at the Hadassah 
medical centre in Jerusalem, who are showing real humanitarian characteristics by 
treating victims and attackers at the same time? 

Mr Swayne: That is an object lesson on the measure of leadership now required to 
overcome the huge amount of distrust and hatred. 

12. [901848] Debbie Abrahams (Oldham East and Saddleworth) (Lab): What 
discussions has the Secretary of State had with the Israeli Government on the increase in 
illegal building on the west bank and the impact that that has had on current levels of 
violence? 

Mr Swayne: I have had substantial discussions with the Israeli Government on this 
issue and could not have been more robust in my representations. 

Bob Blackman (Harrow East) (Con): What consideration has my right hon. Friend given 
to the provision of a desalination plant for Gaza, as proposed by the Israeli Government, 
which would supply all the water needs for Gaza and satisfy the humanitarian grounds we 
want to see? 

Mr Swayne: My hon. Friend draws attention to a very important issue. UN studies 
predict that Gaza will become uninhabitable, as a consequence of the water 
problem, by 2020. A peace process is vital, so that the level of investment required 
to drive such developments becomes available. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151028/debtext/151028-
0001.htm#15102833000021  
 

Topical Questions: International Development 
T3. [901854] Richard Burden (Birmingham, Northfield) (Lab): Speaking about the 
situation in Palestine at the World Zionist Congress last week, the Israeli Prime Minister 
declared that Israel would have 
“to control all of the territory for the foreseeable future.” 
If Israel has no intention of allowing the creation of two states and prevents Palestinians 
from having equal rights in one state, what is left but apartheid, and what implications 
does that have for UK development policy? 

The Minister of State, Department for International Development (Mr 
Desmond Swayne): It is vital that we get the peace process back on track, and I 
hope that the agreement at the weekend over Temple Mount and al-Aqsa will at 
least be the start of that process. However, the only way to address the issue the 
hon. Gentleman raises is to pursue a two-state solution. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151028/debtext/151028-
0001.htm#15102833000023  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Overseas Trade: Israel 
Andrew Smith [11818] To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills, 
what (a) advice and (b) guidance his Department gives on the risks of (i) investment in 
and (ii) business with Israeli settlements in Occupied Palestinian territory. 
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Anna Soubry: Advice and guidance on business risk is provided via the online 
Overseas Business Risks guides. 
These are a joint UK Trade & Investment and FCO resource and provide 
information for businesses on the potential risks of trading in specific countries. 
Guides cover political and economic risks, human rights issues, bribery, terrorism, 
criminal activity, and intellectual property. 
The information for the Occupied Palestinian Territories can be found at the 
following link: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/overseas-business-risk-palestinian-
territories 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-14/11818/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Guto Bebb [12633] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
what reports he has received on the involvement of Palestinian terror groups in the recent 
violence in Israel and the West Bank. 

Tobias Ellwood: While it appears that the majority of the attacks seen in Israel 
and the Occupied Palestinian Territories in recent weeks have been carried out by 
individuals, without direct organisation from political or terrorist groups, we have 
seen media reports of Palestinian terrorist groups claiming responsibility for some 
recent attacks, praising attacks, and appearing to incite further violence. We 
condemn all the terrorist attacks, as I made clear in the House on 20 October, and 
in my statement on 13 October. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-20/12633/  
 

The 20 September answers referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151020/debtext/151020-
0001.htm#15102042000015  
 

The 13 October statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-tobias-ellwood-statement-on-violence-
in-israel-and-opts  

 
Palestinians: Overseas Aid 

Peter Bone [13203] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, what 
steps her Department takes to monitor how aid disbursed by the UK to the Palestinian 
Territories is used. 

Desmond Swayne: DFID’s Operational Plan for the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories contains a results framework which is monitored annually to ensure 
results being delivered are in line with those planned. We assess that UK aid is on 
track to deliver key results as set out in our Operational Plan. 
Each new project is approved on the basis of a value for money assessment. This 
involves assessing the strength of the evidence provided in each business case for 
the intervention, and comparing the efficiency and cost effectiveness of different 
delivery options. All projects are reviewed annually, and at project completion, to 
monitor the results that have been delivered. All reviews are publicly available on 
the Development Tracker website: http://devtracker.dfid.gov.uk/  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-23/13203/  
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House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Nuclear Weapons 
Lord Stoddart of Swindon [HL2766] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the 
Written Answer by Baroness Anelay of St Johns on 24 July (HL1516) concerning the 
decision of the government of Israel not to join the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, 
whether any safeguards are in place to discourage the extension or upgrading of Israel's 
nuclear deployment capacity. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Israel does have a facility-specific safeguards 
agreement in place with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), namely 
“The Agreement between the International Atomic Energy Agency, the 
Government of Israel and the Government of the United States of America for the 
Application of Safeguards” (commonly referred to as an INFCIRC 66-type 
agreement). The agreement applies to a single facility in Israel, which is the Soreq 
Nuclear Research Reactor. The facility is inspected by the IAEA to ensure that it is 
not used for weapons purposes. We continue to call on Israel to upgrade this 
arrangement to a full scope Comprehensive Safeguards agreement with the IAEA. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-19/HL2766/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL2798] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel following the shooting of Maram Abudl-Latif al-
Qaddoumi and her father in September. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While our officials in Tel Aviv have not raised 
these specific cases with the Israeli authorities, we do regularly raise our concerns 
with them about the manner in which the Israel Defence Forces polices protests, 
including the use of lethal and non-lethal ammunition. Most recently, an official 
from our Embassy in Tel Aviv raised the issue of the live fire with the Israeli 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 22 October. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-20/HL2798/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0064/amend/am064-d.htm  
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Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Holocaust Memorial Foundation: National Memorial and Learning Centre (closing 
date 30 October 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459046/Nati
onal_Memorial_and_Learning_Centre.pdf  
 
** closes tomorrow 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities Consultation on draft Charities (Accounts 
and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 (closing date 30 October 2015) 
https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/news/consultation-seek-views-charities-accounts 
 
Tomorrow’s BBC (closing date 5 November 2015) 
https://consultations.external.bbc.co.uk/bbc/future-ideas  
 
Holocaust education (closing date 6 November 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/education-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/holocaust-education-15-16/ 
 
Post-implementation review of the coroner reforms in the Coroners and Justice Act 
2009 (closing date 10 December 2015) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-
coroner-reforms 
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