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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Hate Speech 
Fiona Bruce: What steps the Government are taking to tackle hate speech. [901487] 
Kwasi Kwarteng: What steps the Government are taking to tackle hate speech. 
[901497] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for the Home Department (Karen 
Bradley): No one in this country should live in fear because of who they are. We 
have made progress in tackling hate crime, but we are determined to do more, 
including challenging those who spread extremist messages and seek to divide 
our society. We will therefore develop a new hate crime action plan, working in 
partnership with communities and across Government to ensure that we have 
strong measures to stop these deplorable crimes. 

Fiona Bruce: Can my right hon. Friend reassure me that in tackling hate speech, the 
Government will continue to protect and cherish freedom of speech in this country, and, 
in particular, that Christian Ministers need have nothing to fear when preaching biblical 
principles in their own pulpits, as their predecessors have done for more than 1,000 
years? 

Karen Bradley: I assure my hon. Friend, who campaigns so much for the 
protection of religious freedoms, that we value the role of faith in society, and will 
protect everyone’s right to practise their faith. Freedom of speech is a 
fundamental value that binds our society together, and we will always protect that 
right. Nothing that we are doing, or planning to do, to tackle hate crime and 
extremism will stop the United Kingdom’s long tradition of preaching. 

Kwasi Kwarteng: … Will she assure the House that nothing in legislation will undermine 
not just Christianity, but people who preach other faiths? 

Karen Bradley: I assure my hon. Friend that we are doing nothing in legislation 
that will prevent the right to believe, and the right to practise and preach. What we 
are doing is focusing on people who seek to use religious texts as an excuse to 
promote hatred and extremism. That is what we want to stop. … 

Gavin Robinson: Is the Minister aware of the current case of Pastor James McConnell 
in Belfast, who is being prosecuted for a sermon he delivered in his church to his 
congregation, and does the Minister accept that, with all the best will in the world, it is 
ordinary, decent citizens who are fearful of stepping over a line who will be prosecuted 
and persecuted under the crime of hate speech, and not those paramilitaries and 
terrorists we need to focus on? … 
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Karen Bradley: … I clearly cannot comment on that matter, but I do want to 
assure the hon. Gentleman that using religious texts as an excuse for hatred and 
as a reason to incite hatred is not acceptable and we will not stand for it. … 

Jonathan Reynolds: … what practical funding does the Home Office offer to support 
communities like mine that want to run initiatives to bring diverse communities together 
and promote that more cohesive society? 

Karen Bradley: … we are looking to introduce a new hate crime action plan and 
we are looking at all the ways we can support those local communities who want 
to work actively to promote community cohesion and our shared values. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151012/debtext/15101
2-0001.htm#1510121000016  
 
 

Downing Street 

Prime Minister: "I want to build a national coalition to challenge and speak out 
against extremism" 
The Prime Minister will today host the first meeting of the new Community Engagement 
Forum to discuss countering extremism. He will announce that for the first time, police 
forces in England and Wales will be asked to record anti-Muslim hate crimes as a 
specific category in the recorded crime statistics, bringing them in line with reporting of 
anti-Semitic attacks. 
In 2013-14 police recorded crime statistics showed religious hate crimes increased by 
45% and race hate crime by 4%. New statistics being published by the Home Office this 
morning are expected to show further rises. Creating a separate category will enable 
police, prosecutors, local authorities and the communities they serve to have a better 
understanding of the prevalence of anti-Muslim hate crime and allocate resources 
accordingly. It will provide the first accurate picture of the extent of anti-Muslim hate 
crime in England and Wales. 
The Prime Minister will also say that new funding will be made available for the security 
of all faith establishments, including mosques. 
Prime Minister David Cameron said: “… I want to build a national coalition to challenge 
and speak out against extremists and the poison they peddle. I want British Muslims to 
know we will back them to stand against those who spread hate and to counter the 
narrative which says Muslims do not feel British. And I want police to take more action 
against those who persecute others simply because of their religion.” 
Home Secretary Theresa May said: “Hate crime has no place in Britain and I am 
determined to make further progress to ensure we can eradicate this deplorable act. 
Working with police to provide a breakdown in religious-based hate crime data will help 
forces to build community trust, target their resources and enable the public to hold them 
to account. …” 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-i-want-to-build-a-national-coalition-
to-challenge-and-speak-out-against-extremism  
 
 

Home Office 

Hate crime, England and Wales, 2014 to 2015 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/467366/ho
sb0515.pdf  
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151012/debtext/151012-0001.htm#1510121000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151012/debtext/151012-0001.htm#1510121000016
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crimes-england-and-wales-2013-to-2014
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-i-want-to-build-a-national-coalition-to-challenge-and-speak-out-against-extremism
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-i-want-to-build-a-national-coalition-to-challenge-and-speak-out-against-extremism
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/467366/hosb0515.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/467366/hosb0515.pdf
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Muslim Council of Britain 

Muslim Council of Britain Welcomes Initiative to treat all hate crimes equally 
The Muslim Council of Britain (MCB) welcomes today’s announcement that government 
will require all police forces in England and Wales to record anti-Muslim hate crimes and 
treat them as seriously as hate crimes against other minority groups. This is an initiative 
that has been called for by the MCB and other Muslim organisations across the country 
for many years. 
Dr Shuja Shafi, the Secretary General of the MCB, said: “This is an important step to 
ensure that the growth in Islamophobia can be more accurately and credibly recorded, 
which we welcome wholeheartedly. We hope this is only the first step in treating 
Islamophobia seriously and ensuring all faiths are treated equally under the law.” 
For any strategy to tackle Islamophobia, it is important that the category and type of hate 
crime is also recorded, as well as the ethnicity of the perpetrator. Furthermore, there 
should be steps taken to allow for an appropriate third party recording of hate crime, 
given the expected under-reporting due to the lack of trust in the police within some 
communities. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.mcb.org.uk/muslim-council-of-britain-welcomes-initiative-to-treat-all-hate-
crimes-equally/  

TOP 
 

 

 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Arms Trade: Israel 
Jim Cunningham [10498] To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and 
Skills, what estimate his Department has made of the (a) number and (b) value of arms 
export licences issued for Israel in the last year. 

Anna Soubry: The Government publishes comprehensive information about 
export licences granted and refused on gov.uk. 
The Government has granted 167 licences for export of military goods and 
technology to Israel in the last year. 
Of these 163 were for Standard Individual Export Licences (SIELs) with a value of 
£18,596,344 and 4 Open Individual Export Licences (OIELs). 
OIELs are generally not limited by quantity or value and therefore we are unable 
to give a figure for the value of the goods that might be exported under OIELs. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-16/10498/  
 

Middle East 
Jim Cunningham [10499] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, how many meetings he has had with (a) Israeli and (b) Palestinian officials in the 
last year; and if he will make a statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: In the last year, the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and 
Weybridge (Mr Hammond), has held three meetings with Israel officials and two 
meetings with Palestinian officials. He also visited Israel and the OPTs in July 
2015. I have also held numerous meetings with Israeli and Palestinian officials, 
and visited the region last October. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-16/10499/  
 

http://www.mcb.org.uk/muslim-council-of-britain-welcomes-initiative-to-treat-all-hate-crimes-equally/
http://www.mcb.org.uk/muslim-council-of-britain-welcomes-initiative-to-treat-all-hate-crimes-equally/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-16/10498/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-16/10498/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-16/10499/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-16/10499/
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Ministerial Statement 

Informal Meeting of EU Foreign Ministers (Gymnich) 
The Minister for Europe (David Lidington): I attended the informal Foreign Ministers 
meeting on 4-5 September in Luxembourg. …  
Middle East Peace Process 
Ms Mogherini used her opening remarks at the Gymnich to announce a meeting of the 
Quartet with key Arab countries in the margins of the United Nations General Assembly. 
Her statement can be found at http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-
eeas/2015/150904_01_en.htm  
Ms Mogherini provided a sobering analysis of the situation on the ground including the 
fact that the humanitarian situation in Gaza remained dire. 
I agreed with Ms Mogherini’s priorities for Gaza (access and port) and added power 
supply as a third priority. I also echoed other speakers in calling for the implementation of 
existing EU legislation applicable to settlement products. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151012/wmstext/15101
2m0001.htm#1510123000006  
 
 

United Nations 

UN agency calls for robust political action to halt escalating violence in Gaza and 
the West Bank, including East Jerusalem 
Deeply alarmed by the escalating violence and widespread loss of civilian life in the 
occupied Palestinian territory, including East Jerusalem and in Israel, the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees today called for strong and immediate 
political action and accountability to stem the ongoing violence and prevent its further 
escalation. 
“We condemn killings and injuries of Palestine refugees such as the tragic case on 5 
October, of Abd El Rahman, a 13-year-old ninth grade student at an UNRWA school who 
was shot dead by Israeli Forces in Bethlehem's Aida refugee camp,” said the agency in a 
press statement. 
The initial UNRWA investigation indicates that the child was with a group of friends next 
to the UNRWA office after the school day was over and was not posing any threat. 
According to UNRWA, a total of 11 Palestinians have been killed and at least 186 have 
been injured in Gaza. … 
The UN agency also recorded 45 incursions by Israeli forces in refugee camps resulting 
in several refugees being shot dead, including one child. 
UNRWA's preliminary figures indicate that 180 people have been injured in West Bank 
refugee camps, including 20 children, and about 50 were injured due to live-fire. … 
Further, the UN agency reported that the high number of casualties resulting from live 
ammunition by Israeli forces raises serious concerns about violations of international law 
enforcement standards. 
UNRWA stressed that the root causes of the conflict, including the Israeli occupation, 
need to be addressed. It reported of a “pervasive sense of hopelessness and despair'” 
that is spreading across the occupied Palestinian territory due to “the denial of rights and 
dignity.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52234#.Vh0eTxOqqko  
 

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/150904_01_en.htm
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/150904_01_en.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151012/wmstext/151012m0001.htm#1510123000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151012/wmstext/151012m0001.htm#1510123000006
http://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/unrwa-calls-political-action-and-accountability-stem-current-spiral
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52234#.Vh0eTxOqqko
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Other Relevant Information 

Tell Mama 

‘Anti-Muslim hate is normal’: research reveals impact of Islamophobic attacks 
A new report’s revealed Muslims targeted in Islamophobic attacks are reluctant to report 
incidents and often receive little support from onlookers. … 
[The report] found that ‘trigger’ events such as the terrorist attacks in Tunisia and Paris, 
the murder of Lee Rigby and the Rotherham child sexual exploitation scandal “fuelled the 
growth of anti-Muslim hostility on social media as well as on the streets of Britain” … [and 
that]: 

 people are scared online threats could materialise in the real world; 

 Muslim women are more likely to be attacked, both online and in the real world, 
than Muslim men; 

 Muslim men are unlikely to report Islamophobic incidents for fear of being 
perceived as ‘weak’. 

 Many Muslim women said they are removing their headscarves and men are 
shaving their beards in a bid to disguise their Islamic beliefs through fear of being 
targeted in religious hate attacks. … 
 
 

To read the full press release see 
http://tellmamauk.org/anti-muslim-hate-is-normal-research-reveals-impact-of-
islamophobic-attacks/  
 
We Fear for our Lives: Offline and Online Experiences of Anti-Muslim Hostility 
http://tellmamauk.org/wp-content/uploads/resources/We%20Fear%20For%20Our%20Lives.pdf  
 
 

European Commission against Racism and Intolerance 

Report on Austria 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Austria/AUT-CbC-V-2015-
034-ENG.pdf 
 
Report on the Czech Republic 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Czech_Republic/CZE-CbC-
V-2015-035-ENG.pdf 
 
Report on Estonia 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Estonia/EST-CbC-V-2015-
036-ENG.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 
 

http://tellmamauk.org/anti-muslim-hate-is-normal-research-reveals-impact-of-islamophobic-attacks/
http://tellmamauk.org/anti-muslim-hate-is-normal-research-reveals-impact-of-islamophobic-attacks/
http://tellmamauk.org/wp-content/uploads/resources/We%20Fear%20For%20Our%20Lives.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Austria/AUT-CbC-V-2015-034-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Austria/AUT-CbC-V-2015-034-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Czech_Republic/CZE-CbC-V-2015-035-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Czech_Republic/CZE-CbC-V-2015-035-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Estonia/EST-CbC-V-2015-036-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Estonia/EST-CbC-V-2015-036-ENG.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
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Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly**Human Transplantation Bill 

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/  
 

Bill as introduced 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/globalassets/documents/legislation/bills/non-executive-
bills/session-2015-2016/human-transplantation-bill/human-transplantation-bill---as-introduced.pdf 
 

Explanatory and Financial Memorandum 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/globalassets/documents/legislation/bills/non-executive-
bills/session-2015-2016/human-transplantation-bill/human-transplantation-efm---as-
introduced.pdf 
 

First Stage 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2015/10/13&docID=24
5608#1570617  

TOP 
 

 

 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Holocaust Memorial Foundation: National Memorial and Learning Centre (closing 
date 30 October 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459046/Nati
onal_Memorial_and_Learning_Centre.pdf  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities Consultation on draft Charities (Accounts 
and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 (closing date 30 October 2015) 
https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/news/consultation-seek-views-charities-accounts 
 
Holocaust education (closing date 6 November 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/education-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/holocaust-education-15-16/ 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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