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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Ministers of Religion: Registration 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Douglas Carswell [10154] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
assessment she has made of the effectiveness of her Department's plans for a proposed 
national register of faith leaders in countering extremism. 
Douglas Carswell [10155] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
plans her Department has under its proposal for a national register of faith leaders to (a) 
vet faith leaders from outside the UK before or after their arrival in the UK, (b) subject 
faith leaders already in the UK to the same level of vetting as applies to those entering 
the UK, (c) exclude teachers or priests from any particular religion or denomination from 
the requirement to register and (d) deal with faith leaders entering the UK or already 
resident here who are believed to be a threat to national security. 

Karen Bradley: The Government will publish its Counter-Extremism strategy in 
the near future. There are no plans for a national register of faith leaders. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-14/10154/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-14/10155/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Religious Hatred 
Baroness Tonge [HL2278] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they are 
taking to prevent attacks on Muslims and their places of worship in the light of the recent 
statistics from the Metropolitan Police Service showing an increase of 70 per cent in such 
attacks since July 2014. 

Lord Bates: The Government takes the security of the Muslim and all other 
communities extremely seriously, and deplores all forms of hate crime. The 
Government is committed to stamping this out to ensure the safety and security of 
all our communities. Our new Counter-Extremism Strategy, due to be published 
later this year, will outline how we  will  further  protect  British  Muslims,  including  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-14/10154/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-14/10154/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-14/10155/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-14/10155/
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communities worried about poisonous far right extremists who may be planning 
crimes such as attacks on mosques. 
Ensuring that there is effective security at crowded places and potentially 
vulnerable sites, such as mosques, remains a priority for the Government. We 
work with the police to ensure the safety and security of all communities, and 
considerable advice and guidance has already been provided to mosques, 
madrassahs, synagogues, and other religious sites; for example, we have drawn 
upon the expertise of Bradford Council of Mosques and the Community Security 
Trust to develop security guidance for all mosques in the light of the 2014 
incursions by Britain First. 
The Department for Communities and Local Government also chairs a cross-
Government working group on anti-Muslim hatred, which includes community 
organisations and representatives, to consider and develop initiatives to seek to 
combat hate crime. 
Police forces continue to be alert to combating and responding to crimes being 
committed against members of the Muslim community, and to taking appropriate 
steps to safeguard people and property. Monitoring of the security situation and 
specific threats to communities remains under regular review, and if there is a 
need to consider additional measures to ensure the security of the Muslim or any 
other community, then these will be undertaken as and when it is appropriate to 
do so. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-16/HL2278/  
 
 

Cabinet Office 

Government crackdown on unethical charity fundraising 

 large charities could be forced to sign up to a new fundraising watchdog 

 if large charities fail to appropriately safeguard their supporters in any way the 
government will have new powers to intervene and regulate charity fundraising 

 the new watchdog will require charities to have the explicit consent of all donors, past 
and present, before any data can be shared … 

The Minister for Civil Society, Rob Wilson, commented on the changes: Charitable giving 
is one of the most decent and generous attributes of a civilised society – and we need to 
rebuild people’s faith in the big charities. Those who give to charity should know their 
donation is going to further a worthy cause and this trust will never be abused. 
We are building a new regulatory structure to make sure the right safeguards exist to 
protect those people at risk of exploitation. This should help the charities to draw a line 
under previous bad practice and I hope we will see even more people making donations 
and giving their time to help others in the months and years ahead. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-crackdown-on-unethical-charity-
fundraising  
 
 

Welsh Assembly Ministerial Statement 

Organ Donation: Implementing the Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013 
Mark Drakeford (Minister for Health and Social Services): … The new system of 
deemed consent introduced by the Act will, we anticipate, help create what the NHS 
Blood and Transplant Service has called a revolution in consent. This Act offers hope to 
over 200 people across Wales whose lives are on hold whilst they await a new organ. … 
Since  the  Act  was  passed  a  great  deal  of  work  has  gone  on  to   prepare  for   this  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-16/HL2278/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-16/HL2278/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-crackdown-on-unethical-charity-fundraising
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-crackdown-on-unethical-charity-fundraising
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fundamental change. People in Wales have been informed about the new system 
through a multi-faceted campaign that has progressively born fruit as awareness levels 
have risen. … 
 during the passage of the Bill, faith communities raised concerns about the operation of 
deemed consent and how the new system would work in practice. A specialist agency 
was appointed, which has built strong relationships with faith leaders across Wales and 
worked with them to raise awareness about the new law in particular communities. … 

 

17.20  Darren Millar: … I’m a member of a faith group, and many other Members of this 
Chamber are too; I have to say this engagement has completely passed me by. I’d be 
very grateful to know precisely who are the individual members of the diversity agency 
that are doing this outreach work, and which faith groups they have engaged with, 
because I have to say they certainly have not engaged with those faith groups with which 
I have had contact. … 

 

17.26  Mark Drakeford: … the work has focused on engaging with the Muslim 
community because there is both a higher need for receiving organs among people of a 
Muslim heritage and the lowest levels of being on the organ donor register. So, a lot of 
work has gone on with that community. But we have also worked closely with the Hindu 
community, the Sikh community and with the Evangelical church alliance. …  
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3453&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#
240109 
 
The Human Transplantation (Excluded Relevant Material) (Wales) Regulations 
2015—to be Made under Section 7 of the Act 
Motion agreed 
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3453&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#
240150 
 
The Human Transplantation (Appointed Representatives) (Wales) Regulations 
2015—to be Made under Section 8 of the Act 
Mark Drakeford: … I was asked by Elin Jones earlier this afternoon how many people 
had exercised the new right to have their opt-out decision registered. We know now the 
number of people who are appointing representatives and, so far, five individuals have 
used the new facility that the Act provides to make such an appointment. …  
Motion agreed 
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3453&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#
240179 
 
The Human Transplantation (Persons who Lack Capacity to Consent) 
(Wales) Regulations 2015—to be Made under Section 9 of the Act 
Motion agreed 
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3453&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#
240192 
 
The Human Tissue Authority's Code of Practice 
18.22  Darren Millar: … The qualification criteria in terms of being able to deem 
someone’s consent, of course, express the need for somebody to be ordinarily resident 
in Wales for 12 months or more. We know that there are some people who, through their 
work circumstances, may work in Wales for a number of days each week before 
returning to another place for the weekend, or may indeed work weekends in Wales and 
return to other places midweek.  There  may  be  situations  where students, as well, may  
 

http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3453&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#240109
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http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3453&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#240150
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http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3453&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#240192
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spend long periods of time in Wales, and yet do not regard it as their home. And yet, the 
information in the code seems to allow a judgment to be taken on whether somebody 
meets the residency criteria simply by virtue of a specialist nurse taking a judgment 
call. …  
… there may be someone who, before they pass away, appoint their parents to act on 
their behalf in making decisions about organ donation, and yet, the code is very explicit, 
in that, even though they will have been appointed equally to make a decision, because 
they’re not jointly able to make that decision, sometimes, if there’s a disagreement, it will 
always be the person who approves whose decision is taken to proceed with a 
transplantation activity. I think that that is inappropriate, and that where joint 
appointments have been made by individuals to make these decisions on somebody 
else’s behalf, then we ought to be more cautious if one of those appointed 
representatives says no to a procedure, rather than giving a green light because one of 
them may say yes. … 
Motion agreed 
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3453&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#
240223 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Information Pack for British Nationals Detained in the West Bank and Gaza Consular 
Section (updated) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/466330/Pri
soners_pack_OPTs_-__2015.pdf  
 
 

European Union 

Statement by the Spokesperson on the latest attacks in Jerusalem 
Two new brutal attacks, two acts of terror have targeted Israelis in Jerusalem last night 
and early this morning. Two men died in the first attack and a woman and her two year 
old child were injured. A teenager was wounded in the second attack. 
We express our condolences to the families of those who died and wish a speedy 
recovery to those injured. 
These attacks are not only intended to cause human suffering, but also to undermine the 
prospects for peace. It is of utmost importance that all sides use all means at their 
disposal to condemn acts of violence, cooperate to bring perpetrators to justice, de-
escalate the situation and contribute to calm and stability. 
Jerusalem is a city sacred to three religions and all should be working for dignity and 
justice for people of all faiths. 
The political solution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, through negotiations, is urgently 
needed to end the human suffering on all sides. 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/151004_02_en.htm  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3453&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#240223
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 5 

 

United Nations 

Ban voices ‘profound alarm’ at growing number of deadly incidents in West Bank 
United  Nations S ecretary-General Ban Ki-moon voiced  “profound alarm”  today at the 
growing number of deadly incidents in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. 
“The last few days of clashes, which resulted in the death of four Palestinians, including a 
13-year old boy, and hundreds injured, are yet another worrisome sign of violence 
potentially spiralling out of control,” said Mr. Ban in a statement issued by his 
spokesperson in New York. 
The Secretary-General condemned the killings and said he looks to the Government of 
Israel to conduct a prompt and transparent investigation into the incidents, including 
whether the use of force was proportional. 
“He does not believe that the demolition of Palestinian houses or the construction of new 
Israeli settlements on occupied Palestinian land will do anything other than inflame 
tensions still further,” the statement further noted. 
In addition, the UN chief underlined that the escalation of violent incidents underscores 
the need for urgent action by both sides. He welcomed the commitment by Palestinian 
and Israeli officials to work together to curb the violence, including through continued 
security cooperation. 
Meanwhile, Mr. Ban reiterated the readiness of the United Nations to work with all parties 
to create the conditions on the ground, in the region and internationally, for a political 
horizon including meaningful negotiations towards a two-state solution. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52179#.VhU1ZhOqqko  
 

Following latest deadly attack in Jerusalem, UN chief warns of 'dangerous slide 
towards escalation' 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has strongly condemned the attacks on 
Saturday in the Old City of Jerusalem, including the killing of two members of an Israeli 
family and injuries to Israelis and Palestinians in subsequent incidents in various 
Jerusalem neighborhoods. 
Recalling the recent deadly attack on another Israeli family in the occupied West Bank, 
and in light of the wave of extremism and violence sweeping the region, the Secretary-
General, according to a statement issued by his spokesperson, “is deeply concerned that 
these latest incidents signal a dangerous slide towards escalation.” 
Further, the statement says that Mr. Ban is “deeply troubled” by statements from 
Palestinian militant groups, including Hamas, praising such heinous attacks. He urges all 
leaders to condemn violence and incitement, maintain calm and to do everything they 
can to avoid further escalation, said the UN chief's statement. 
“The Secretary-General firmly believes that a just and lasting solution to the conflict can 
be achieved only through pursuing a negotiated two-state solution,” underscored the 
statement, adding that the United Nations stands ready to work with all parties to create 
the conditions on the ground, in the region and internationally to make meaningful 
negotiations possible. 
Recent weeks have witnessed increasing tensions both in the West Bank and in East 
Jerusalem, prompting UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, the Security Council and the 
High Commissioner for Human Rights to urge Israelis and Palestinians to defuse 
tensions and prevent any escalation of the current situation on the ground. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52165#.VhLnXBOqqko  
 

‘Rough and Confrontational Days Ahead’, Palestinian Ambassador Tells Rights 
Committee, Urging Greater Efforts by World Community to Avoid Bloodshed 
The United Nations must step up its efforts to avoid further bloodshed following an 
escalation of violence and increased civilian casualties in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, a senior Palestine diplomat said today. 
“Israel is trying to drag us into religious  confrontation,”  Riyad  Mansour, t he  Permanent  
 

http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=9100
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52179#.VhU1ZhOqqko
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=9097
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52165#.VhLnXBOqqko
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Observer of the State of Palestine, told the Palestinian Rights Committee, warning that 
the situation on the ground was “extremely dangerous”.  
He said that extremist Israeli settlers were intensifying provocation and incitement in and 
around  holy  sites,  particularly  the  Al-Aqsa  mosque.   Settler  violence  was  spreading 
across the Occupied Palestinian Territory, leading to more Palestinian casualties.  
In the West Bank, Mr. Mansour reported, an 18-month-old had been burned to death, 
and the parents had died later.  Palestinians in Ramallah could not travel due to fear of 
attacks from Israeli settlers.  Most recently, a Palestinian teenager in a refugee camp 
seeking protection was assassinated point blank by the Israeli forces.  The Israeli Prime 
Minister had failed to heed a call by the Secretary-General to stop sending settlers into 
Palestinian land.  
The occupying Power was supposed to protect civilians under the Fourth Geneva 
Convention, he stressed.  As Israel had failed to do so, the international community 
should intervene until the occupation was ended. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/gapal1348.doc.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Review of equality and human rights law relating to religion or belief 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/publication_pdf/RR97_Review%20
of%20equality%20and%20human%20rights%20law%20relating%20to%20religion%20or
%20belief.pdf   
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 
 

http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/gapal1348.doc.htm
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/publication_pdf/RR97_Review%20of%20equality%20and%20human%20rights%20law%20relating%20to%20religion%20or%20belief.pdf
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/publication_pdf/RR97_Review%20of%20equality%20and%20human%20rights%20law%20relating%20to%20religion%20or%20belief.pdf
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/publication_pdf/RR97_Review%20of%20equality%20and%20human%20rights%20law%20relating%20to%20religion%20or%20belief.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
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Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Countering Extremism (closing date 8 October 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/150827-new-inquiry-countering-extremism/ 
 
** closes in 5 days 
Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 
12 October 2015) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/newsandmediacentre/91986.aspx 
 
Holocaust Memorial Foundation: National Memorial and Learning Centre (closing 
date 30 October 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459046/Nati
onal_Memorial_and_Learning_Centre.pdf  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities Consultation on draft Charities (Accounts 
and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 (closing date 30 October 2015) 
http://www.dsdni.gov.uk/accounting-reporting-by-charities-consultation.pdf 
 
Holocaust education (closing date 6 November 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/education-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/holocaust-education-15-16/ 
 

TOP 
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