
 1 

 

23 August 2015 
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

 

Contents 

Home Affairs 

Holocaust 

Israel 

Relevant Legislation 

Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 

Office of the Schools Adjudicator 

Decision: Etz Chaim Jewish Primary School 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/454518/AD
A2881_Etz_Chaim_Jewish_Primary_School_Barnet_18_August_2015.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

European Commission 

Statement by First Vice-President Timmermans and Commissioner Jourová ahead 
of the Europe-Wide Day of Remembrance for the victims of all totalitarian and 
authoritarian regimes 
On 23 August 1939, a pact was signed between Nazi Germany under Hitler and the 
Soviet Union under Stalin, paving the way to World War II and its devastating 
consequences across Europe. These two regimes were responsible for the 
imprisonment, torture and murder of millions of people. 70 years ago World War II ended 
with the defeat of one of these regimes, but with the continued rule of another across 
much of Eastern and Central Europe. 
It is important on this day that we remember and pay tribute to all those who, during the 
20thcentury, were the victims of the totalitarian and authoritarian regimes in Europe … 
We must preserve their memory and use this day to reflect upon the lessons of these 
dark chapters in the political history of our continent. … 
Remembering the past is important to shape the future of Europe. Most young people in 
Europe today never had to make the experience of living under a totalitarian regime. We 
must never take this for granted. Today Europe reaffirms its commitment to democracy, 
freedom, human rights and the rule of law. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-15-5520_en.htm?locale=en 
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Israel 

UK Parliament Petition: Government Response 

Benjamin Netanyahu to be arrested for war crimes when he arrives in London 
Benjamin Netanyahu is to hold talks in London this September. Under international law 
he should be arrested for war crimes upon arrival in the U.K for the massacre of over 
2000 civilians in 2014 
Currently 77,386 signatures 
Government Response: 
Under UK and international law, visiting heads of foreign governments, such as Prime 
Minister Netanyahu, have immunity from legal process, and cannot be arrested or 
detained. 
The British Government has invited Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, as head of the 
Israeli Government, to visit the UK in September. Under UK and international law, certain 
holders of high-ranking office in a State, including Heads of State, Heads of Government 
and Ministers for Foreign Affairs are entitled to immunity, which includes inviolability and 
complete immunity from criminal jurisdiction. 
We recognise that the conflict in Gaza last year took a terrible toll. As the Prime Minister 
said, we were all deeply saddened by the violence and the UK has been at the forefront 
of international reconstruction efforts. However the Prime Minister was clear on the UK’s 
recognition of Israel’s right to take proportionate action to defend itself, within the 
boundaries of international humanitarian law. We condemn the terrorist tactics of Hamas 
who fired rockets on Israel, built extensive tunnels to kidnap and murder, and repeatedly 
refused to accept ceasefires. Israel, like any state, has the right to ensure its own 
security, as its citizens also have the right to live without fear of attack. 
The UK consistently urged Israel to do everything possible to avoid civilian casualties, to 
exercise restraint, and to help find ways to bring the situation to an end. The UK 
continues to urge the parties to give priority to reaching a durable solution for Gaza which 
addresses the underlying drivers of conflict, and to take the necessary practical steps to 
ensure Gaza’s reconstruction and economic recovery. 
We welcome the fact that Israel is conducting internal investigations into specific 
incidents during Operation Protective Edge. Where there is evidence of wrongdoing 
those responsible must be held accountable whatever their position in society. Both 
parties must also demonstrate robust and credible internal investigations which are in 
line with international standards. We have also encouraged the Israeli authorities, as we 
do all countries, to cooperate with the independent Prosecutor of the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) regarding the preliminary examination into the situation in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories since 13 June, 2014, whilst noting that Israel is not a 
State Party to the ICC. 
The UK is a close friend of Israel and we enjoy an excellent bilateral relationship, built on 
decades of cooperation between our two countries across a range of fields. Our priority 
for the Israeli-Palestinian conflict remains the achievement of a two-state solution, based 
on 1967 borders. We continue to believe that negotiations will be necessary in order to 
achieve this, and that both parties need to focus on steps that are conducive to peace. 
The UK Government will reinforce this message to Mr Netanyahu during his visit. 
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/105446  
 
 

European Union 

Joint Statement on EU support to UNRWA … 
… the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 
declared that  schools are set to   re-open   for   Palestinian   children   and   refugees   in 
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neighbouring countries in Jordan, Lebanon and Syria in the coming weeks. This positive 
and encouraging news has been made possible thanks to EU support, as the largest 
donor to UNRWA, as well as important contributions from other partners and donor 
countries. … 
With its Member States, the EU remains the largest donor to UNRWA. EU overall funding 
in 2014 accounted for almost 40% of the total support to UNRWA. Since the year 2000, 
the EU has provided over €1.6 billion in support of UNRWA’s work. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/150819_03_en.htm  
 
 

United Nations 

Ban calls for restraint as violations jeopardize ceasefire between Israel and Syria 
Deeply concerned over the serious violations of the Disengagement of Forces 
Agreement between Israel and Syria, United Nations Secretary-General ban Ki-moon 
today called on all involved to exercise maximum restraint to prevent any further 
escalation in an already tense regional environment. 
“The Secretary-General condemns all violations of the Disengagement of Forces 
Agreement and calls on all concerned to refrain from any action that jeopardizes the 
ceasefire between Israel and Syria and undermines the stability of the area,” reads 
a statement issued by the UN spokesperson. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51697#.VdnzC9Oqqko  
 
Half a million Palestinian children can return to UN-run schools this year thanks to 
‘tireless’ fund-raising 
The United Nations relief agency dealing with Palestinian refugees has declared the 
school year open will on time today for the 500,000 boys and girls in the increasingly 
unstable Middle East, where multiple crises and a major funding shortage nearly forced 
the delayed of the opening of 685 schools in the region. … 
“This achievement cannot be underestimated at a time of rising extremism in one of the 
world’s most unstable regions,” said the UN chief, who has personally been involved in 
raising the issue of UNRWA funding at the highest political levels. 
Declaring the school year open for the 2015-2016 academic year, UNRWA 
Commissioner-General Pierre Krähenbühl said Palestinian students will return to school 
according to plan … “… we fought very hard to create a revival of solidarity for Palestine 
refugees and a renewed understanding of the importance of respecting their rights and 
addressing their needs adequately and predictably,” … 
“Faced with the multiplicity of crises in the region, many were on the verge of purely and 
simply overlooking or forgetting the humiliation and despair endured for decades by 
Palestine refugees,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51676#.Vdnz19Oqqko  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 

http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/150819_03_en.htm
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=8919
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51697#.VdnzC9Oqqko
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=8915
http://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/unrwa-declares-school-year-open
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51676#.Vdnz19Oqqko
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
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Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Assisted Dying (No. 2) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 4 days 
The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
** closes in 10 days 
Triennial Review of Human Tissue Authority (closes 31 August 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/444552/CfE
_HTA.pdf  
 
Prescription and Title to Moveable Property (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 
September 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480843.pdf 
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