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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Coroners: Training 
Mark Pritchard [6640] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, if he will take steps to 
improve faith and cultural training for coroners to assist in the (a) timely dealing with 
deaths, (b) type of post mortem used and (c) process for the release of the body for 
burial for those from minority faith groups. 

Caroline Dineage: The Chief Coroner has responsibility under the Coroners and 
Justice Act 2009 for the training of coroners and coroner’s officers and all 
coroners are now required to attend compulsory training provided by the Judicial 
College. 
The Judicial College also produces an Equal Treatment Bench Book which 
provides advice and guidance to judicial office holders (including coroners) to 
enable them to deal confidently, sensitively and fairly with all those who appear 
before them and includes a section on religion and belief. 
I am also continuing work to make sure bereaved people are at the very heart of 
the coroner system – it is paramount that the services are there to help the whole 
community. The review of coroner services that I have recently announced will be 
important in achieving this. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-13/6640/  
 

Radicalism 
Mark Hendrick [6491] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, which 
faith organisations have made representations to the Home Office on Extremist 
Disruption Orders; and which organisations (a) supported and (b) opposed the proposed 
Extremist Disruption Orders. 

John Hayes: We regularly engage with faith groups and other partners on the 
measures in our new Counter-Extremism Strategy. 
Extremism Disruption Orders will be an important new power to help restrict the 
harmful activity of extremist individuals. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-09/6491/  
 

Languages: Qualifications 
David Burrowes [7092] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, pursuant to the 
Answer of 10 June 2015 to Question 842,  what steps her Department is taking to ensure  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-13/6640/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-13/6640/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-09/6491/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-09/6491/
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(a) the availability at GCSE and A-level of (i) Turkish, (ii) Greek, (iii) Gujarati, (iv) Modern 
Hebrew, (v) Punjabi, (vi) Polish, (vii) Bengali and (viii) other community languages and 
(b) effective liaison between awarding organisations and Ofqual on the provision of 
GCSEs and A-levels in those languages. 

Nick Gibb: The Department for Education is in discussion with awarding 
organisations and Ofqual to consider how best to enable as wide a range of 
languages as possible to be maintained at GCSE and A level, including those 
languages listed in the question. We are committed to securing the future of 
community language qualifications. I will make a further announcement in due 
course, explaining our proposed approach. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-14/7092/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-02/842/  
 
 

Downing Street 

Extremism: PM speech 
… Over generations, we have built something extraordinary in Britain – a successful 
multi-racial, multi-faith democracy. … 
It is here in Britain where different people, from different backgrounds, who follow 
different religions and different customs don’t just rub alongside each other but are 
relatives and friends; husbands, wives, cousins, neighbours and colleagues. … 
It is here in Britain where success is achieved not in spite of our diversity, but because of 
our diversity. …  
Every one of the communities that has come to call our country home has made Britain a 
better place. And because the focus of my remarks today is on tackling Islamist 
extremism – not Islam the religion – let me say this. I know what a profound contribution 
Muslims from all backgrounds and denominations are making in every sphere of our 
society, proud to be both British and Muslim, without conflict or contradiction. 
And I know something else: I know too how much you hate the extremists who are 
seeking to divide our communities and how you loathe that damage they do. 
As Prime Minister, I want to work with you to confront and defeat this poison. Today, I 
want to set out how. I want to explain what I believe we need to do as a country to defeat 
this extremism, and help to strengthen our multi-racial, multi-faith democracy. … 
It begins – it must begin – by understanding the threat we face and why we face it. What 
we are fighting, in Islamist extremism, is an ideology. It is an extreme doctrine. … 
But you don’t have to support violence to subscribe to certain intolerant ideas which 
create a climate in which extremists can flourish. 
Ideas which are hostile to basic liberal values such as democracy, freedom and sexual 
equality. Ideas which actively promote discrimination, sectarianism and segregation. 
Ideas – like those of the despicable far right – which privilege one identity to the 
detriment of the rights and freedoms of others. 
And ideas also based on conspiracy: that Jews exercise malevolent power; or that 
Western powers, in concert with Israel, are deliberately humiliating Muslims, because 
they aim to destroy Islam. In this warped worldview, such conclusions are reached – that 
9/11 was actually inspired by Mossad to provoke the invasion of Afghanistan; that British 
security services knew about 7/7, but didn’t do anything about it because they wanted to 
provoke an anti-Muslim backlash. … 
… like any extreme doctrine, it can seem energising, especially to young people. … 
… you don’t have to believe in barbaric violence to be drawn to the ideology. No-one 
becomes a terrorist from a standing start. It starts with a process of  radicalisation.  When  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-14/7092/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-14/7092/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-02/842/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-02/842/
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you look in detail at the backgrounds of those convicted of terrorist offences, it is clear 
that many of them were first influenced by what some would call non-violent extremists. 
It may begin with hearing about the so-called Jewish conspiracy and then develop into 
hostility to the West and fundamental liberal values, before finally becoming a cultish 
attachment to death. … 
For all our successes as multi-racial, multi-faith democracy, we have to confront a tragic 
truth that there are people born and raised in this country who don’t really identify with 
Britain – and who feel little or no attachment to other people here. Indeed, there is a 
danger in some of our communities that you can go your whole life and have little to do 
with people from other faiths and backgrounds. … 
In the autumn, we will publish our Counter-Extremism Strategy, setting out in detail what 
we will do to counter this threat. But today I want to set out the principles that we will 
adopt. … 
First, any strategy to defeat extremism must confront, head on, the extreme ideology that 
underpins it. We must take its component parts to pieces - the cultish worldview, the 
conspiracy theories, and yes, the so-called glamorous parts of it as well. … 
We believe in respecting different faiths but also expecting those faiths to support the 
British way of life. These are British values. And are underpinned by distinct British 
institutions. … 
Whether you are Muslim, Hindu, Jewish, Christian or Sikh, whether you were born here 
or born abroad, we can all feel part of this country – and we must now all come together 
and stand up for our values with confidence and pride. … 
We should challenge together the conspiracy theories about our Muslim communities too 
and I know how much pain these can cause. 
We must stand up to those who try to suggest that there is some kind of secret Muslim 
conspiracy to take over our government, or that Islam and Britain are somehow 
incompatible. 
People who say these things are trying to undermine our shared values and make 
Muslims feel like they don’t belong here, and we will not let these conspiracy theorists 
win. … 
And as we do all of this work to counter the Islamist extremist ideology, let’s also 
recognise that we will have to enter some pretty uncomfortable debates – especially 
cultural ones. Too often we have lacked the confidence to enforce our values, for fear of 
causing offence. The failure in the past to confront the horrors of forced marriage I view 
as a case in point. So is the utter brutality of Female Genital Mutilation (FGM). … 
Well, think what passive tolerance says to young British Muslim girls. … 
And we are keeping up the pressure on cultural practices that can run directly counter to 
these vital values. That’s why the Home Secretary has already announced a review of 
sharia courts. … 
Second, as we counter this ideology, a key part of our strategy must be to tackle both 
parts of the creed – the non-violent and violent. 
This means confronting groups and organisations that may not advocate violence – but 
which do promote other parts of the extremist narrative. 
We’ve got to show that if you say “yes I condemn terror – but the Kuffar are inferior”, or 
“violence in London isn’t justified, but suicide bombs in Israel are a different matter” – 
then you too are part of the problem. Unwittingly or not, and in a lot of cases it’s not 
unwittingly, you are providing succour to those who want to commit, or get others to 
commit to, violence. … 
We must demand that people also condemn the wild conspiracy theories, the anti-
Semitism, and the sectarianism too. Being tough on this is entirely keeping with our 
values. We should challenge every part of the hateful ideology spread by neo-Nazis – so 
why shouldn’t we here? …  
… let’s be clear who benefits most from us being tough on these non-violent extremists – 
it’s Muslim families living in fear that their children could be radicalised and run off to 
Syria,  and  communities  worried  about  some  poisonous  far  right  extremists  who are  

 



 4 

 

planning to attack your mosque. … 
But confronting non-violent extremism isn’t just about changing laws, it’s about all of us, 
changing our approach. Take, for example, some of our universities. Now, of course 
universities are bastions of free speech and incubators of new and challenging ideas. But 
sometimes they fail to see the creeping extremism on their campuses. 
When David Irving goes to a university to deny the Holocaust – university leaders rightly 
come out and condemn him. They don’t deny his right to speak but they do challenge 
what he says. But when an Islamist extremist goes there to promote their poisonous 
ideology, too often university leaders look the other way through a mixture of misguided 
liberalism and cultural sensitivity. … 
Now the third plank of our strategy is to embolden different voices within the Muslim 
community. Just as we do not engage with extremist groups and individuals, we’re now 
going to actively encourage the reforming and moderate Muslim voices. … 
In the past, governments have been too quick to dismiss the religious aspect of Islamist 
extremism. That is totally understandable. It cannot be said clearly enough: this extremist 
ideology is not true Islam. … 
But simply denying any connection between the religion of Islam and the extremists 
doesn’t work, because these extremists are self-identifying as Muslims. … 
Now it is an exercise in futility to deny that. And more than that, it can be dangerous. To 
deny it has anything to do with Islam means you disempower the critical reforming 
voices; the voices that are challenging the fusing of religion and politics; the voices that 
want to challenge the scriptural basis which extremists claim to be acting on; the voices 
that are crucial in providing an alternative worldview … 
And let’s remember that it’s only the extremists who divide people into good Muslims and 
bad Muslims… Our new approach is about isolating the extremists from everyone else, 
so that all our Muslim communities can be free from the poison of Islamist extremism. … 
The fourth and final part of our strategy must be to build a more cohesive society, so 
more people feel a part of it and are therefore less vulnerable to extremism. … 
I understand that it can be hard being young, and that it can be even harder being young 
and Muslim, or young and Sikh, or young and black in our country. I know that at times 
you are grappling with huge issues over your identity, neither feeling a part of the British 
mainstream nor a part of the culture from your parents’ background. 
And I know that for as long as injustice remains – be it with racism, discrimination or 
sickening Islamophobia - you may feel there is no place for you in Britain. But I want you 
to know: there is a place for you and I will do everything I can to support you. … 
… I have charged Louise Casey to carry out a review of how to boost opportunity and 
integration in these communities and bring Britain together as one nation. She will look at 
issues like how we can ensure people learn English; how we boost employment 
outcomes, especially for women; how state agencies can work with these communities to 
properly promote integration and opportunity but also learning lessons from past 
mistakes - when funding was simply handed over to self-appointed ‘community leaders’ 
who sometimes used the money in a divisive way. 
Louise will provide an interim report early next year. And we will use this report to inform 
our plans for funding a new wider Cohesive Communities Programme next year, focusing 
resources on improving integration and extending opportunity in those communities that 
most need it. 
But as well as tackling isolation, there is one other area we must look at if we are to build 
a truly cohesive society – and that is segregation. 
It cannot be right, for example, that people can grow up and go to school and hardly ever 
come into meaningful contact with people from other backgrounds and faiths. … 
I’m not talking about uprooting people from their homes or schools and forcing 
integration. But I am talking about taking a fresh look at the sort of shared future we want 
for our young people. … 
… while overall segregation in schooling is declining, in our most divided communities, 
the education  that our  young  people  receive is actually even more segregated than the  
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neighbourhoods they live in. 
Now, bussing children to different areas is not the right approach for this country. Nor 
should we try to dismantle faith schools. 
Many faith schools achieve excellent results and I’m the first to support the great 
education they provide. I chose one for my own children. Today I visited King David’s 
school, a Jewish school here in Birmingham where the majority of children are from faith 
backgrounds. 
But it is right to look again more broadly at how we can move away from segregated 
schooling in our most divided communities. We have already said that all new faith 
academies and free schools must allocate half their places without reference to faith. 
But now we’ll go further to incentivise schools in our most divided areas to provide a 
shared future for our children, whether by sharing the same site and facilities; by more 
integrated teaching across sites; or by supporting the creation of new integrated free 
schools in the most segregated areas. … 
… Muslim communities have crucial parts to play. You are part of the solution. But we in 
government have got to deal with failure, like dealing with extremism in schools. … 
Together we will defeat the extremists and build a stronger and more cohesive country, 
for our children, our grandchildren and for every generation to come. 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/extremism-pm-speech  

TOP 
 

 

 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Exports: Israel 
Cat Smith [6646] To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills, when 
he will publish the review of extant export licensing and the licensing of new applications 
for Israel. 

Anna Soubry: The outcome of the review was announced on 14 July 2014 and is 
available on the GOV.UK website under the title ‘Review of export licensing 
procedures for Israel’. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-13/6646/  
 

The announcement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/review-of-export-licensing-procedures-for-israel  
 

Iran: Sanctions 
Gregory Campbell [7135] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, if he will raise at the UN the potential effect of the recent agreement with Iran on 
nuclear weapons on the lifting of economic sanctions on that country on support for 
Hamas, Hezbollah and other terrorist groups. 

Tobias Ellwood: Iran's support to militant groups across the Middle East, 
including Hezbollah and Hamas, is a source of concern. The Joint Comprehensive 
Plan Of Action does not address this issue as the E3+3 negotiations with Iran 
focused on the nuclear issue. But the prohibition on export of arms to and from 
Iran will continue and we will continue to respond - with our partners - to Iranian 
interference in the region. We call upon Iran to play a more constructive role in the 
region. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-14/7135/  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/extremism-pm-speech
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-13/6646/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-13/6646/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/review-of-export-licensing-procedures-for-israel
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-14/7135/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-14/7135/
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House of Lords Written Answer 

Arms Trade: Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL1418] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they plan to 
change their policy on selling arms to Israel in line with the policy not to sell arms where 
they might be used for external aggression or internal repression. 

Lord Maude of Horsham: The Government announced the outcome of a review 
of export licensing for Israel on 14 July 2014. 
As a result of the review the Government will now assess all export licence 
applications for Israel, as for all destinations, against the Consolidated EU and 
National Arms Export Licensing Criteria. Criterion 2 states that the Government 
“will not grant a licence if there is a clear risk that the items might be used for 
internal repression”; Criterion 4 states that the Government “will not grant a 
licence if there is a clear risk that the intended recipient would use the items 
aggressively against another country, or to assert by force a territorial claim”. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-14/HL1418/  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Tommy Sheppard (345) Israel’s treatment of non-Jewish refugees – That this House 
condemns the abysmally low proportion of non-Jewish, African asylum seekers who have 
been granted refugee status in Israel; notes with concern that less than one per cent of 
applications by African refugees are successful; further notes that Israel's closest 
neighbours, Jordan and Lebanon, have each accepted millions of refugees fleeing Syria; 
commends the work of Hotline for Refugees and Migrants Israel, and the Assaf Aid 
Organization for Refugees and Asylum Seekers in Israel in promoting African refugee 
rights in Israel; and calls on the Government to demand immediate action from the Israeli 
government to behave in line with international legal norms and obligations. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/345  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Assisted Dying (No. 2) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html 

 
** Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150720-
0001.htm#1507203000913  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-14/HL1418/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-14/HL1418/
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/345
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150720-0001.htm#1507203000913
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150720-0001.htm#1507203000913
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and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150720-
0002.htm#1507209000212  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
 
The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
Triennial Review of Human Tissue Authority (closes 31 August 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/444552/CfE
_HTA.pdf  
 
Prescription and Title to Moveable Property (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 
September 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480843.pdf 
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 
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