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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Public Life: Values 
col GC97  Lord Harries of Pentregarth: … This stress on British values has also been 
promulgated by the Department for Education in a document of November 2014 
headed Promoting Fundamental British Values as Part of SMSC in Schools; … This said 
that: “Schools should promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of 
law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and 
beliefs”. 
That policy has aroused some unease in the teaching profession and a fair amount of 
resentment in the Muslim community …  
… because the stress on British values has emerged as very much part of the Prevent 
strategy, and has had the unwitting effect of making many Muslims feel singled out by it 
as though they did not share those values. … 
The letter sent out by Eric Pickles and the noble Lord, Lord Ahmad, to mosques earlier 
this year contained many helpful things. It said: “You, as faith leaders, are in a unique 
position in our society. You have a precious opportunity, and an important responsibility: 
in explaining and demonstrating how faith in Islam can be part of British identity … British 
values are Muslim values”. 
Yet the Muslim Council was overall unhappy with this letter, claiming that it contained the 
implication that British Muslims were, “inherently apart from British society”. 
… Lady Warsi … said that the widespread resentment at the letter arose not so much 
because of what it said as the fact that the Government, over a number of years, had 
failed to engage with a number of organisations, regarding some of them as beyond the 
pale. If you have not fostered trust, she wrote, “even the most benign of correspondence 
can become toxic”. 
So the issue goes beyond language to the need to engage with a whole range of 
organisations, even very conservative ones, for a conservative religious position is not 
synonymous with a violent one. …  

 

col GC101  Baroness Mobarik: … When we speak of ethnic communities we must 
remember that these are not homogenous entities; they are diverse, just as diverse as 
the indigenous society at large. They are a microcosm of the countries from which they 
originate. …  
For too long, people were encouraged actively to withdraw into silos and given funding 
for separate organisations. We cannot encourage people to live separate  lives and  then  
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expect them to be full and active members of mainstream society. … Along with the 
celebration of diversity must come a single narrative of nationhood, where people feel 
that they belong. …  

 

col GC108  Baroness Sherlock: … If we want our citizens to embrace a set of values, 
then they—we—need to know why. We should not just set out propositions to assent to; 
we need a kind of culture, an ethos, a national, living, breathing culture which we all 
absorb and change over time through repeated practice. We need to raise and educate 
children and welcome new citizens into a living culture where we all model those values. 
… If we want people to treat others with respect, even if—or especially if—they have a 
different view of what is right and good, then so should we. … 

 

col GC110  Baroness Chisholm of Owlpen: … The harm that a minority of extremists 
can do is immense and there is a broad spectrum of extremism that poses a real threat in 
the UK. The Government’s counterextremism strategy is due to be published later this 
year and it will outline measures, including legislation, to tackle extremist individuals and 
groups and the premises they use to spread their influence. At the heart of this 
counterextremism strategy will be a positive vision of Britain and our values and an open 
offer to work with all those determined to eradicate extremism. … the heart of this matter 
is ensuring that shared values are woven into the fabric of our communities, ensuring 
that they are tolerant, respectful, integrated and strong. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150716-
gc0001.htm#15071640000146  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Religion: Education 
Liam Byrne [6289] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, which qualifications in 
religious education her Department has approved for teaching in publically-funded 
schools. 

Nick Gibb: A list of the religious education qualifications approved in accordance 
with section 96 of the Learning and Skills Act 2000 for delivery in publicly-funded 
schools is attached to this response. The full list of approved qualifications is 
published online on the section 96 website:  
www.education.gov.uk/section96/download.shtml 
List of Qualifications and awarding orgs 
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-
attachments/388521/original/6289%20Qualifications%20and%20awarding%20org
anisations.docx  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-08/6289/  
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Gaza: International Assistance 
Baroness Tonge [HL1179] To ask Her Majesty’s Government how much of the money 
pledged to Gaza for aid and reconstruction by donors at the Cairo conference in October 
2014 has so far been received. 

Baroness Verma: According to the World Bank, as of May 15th 2015, 27.5% of 
the pledges  made  at the Cairo conference in  October 2014 had been disbursed.  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150716-gc0001.htm#15071640000146
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150716-gc0001.htm#15071640000146
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/21/contents
http://www.education.gov.uk/section96/download.shtml
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/388521/original/6289%20Qualifications%20and%20awarding%20organisations.docx
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/388521/original/6289%20Qualifications%20and%20awarding%20organisations.docx
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/388521/original/6289%20Qualifications%20and%20awarding%20organisations.docx
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-08/6289/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-08/6289/
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The UK pledged £20 million in early recovery assistance at the conference. We 
have disbursed over 80% of the pledge and the remaining will be disbursed this 
financial year, focussing largely on getting businesses back to work. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-07/HL1179/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Freedom of Religion and Belief 
col 767  Lord Alton of Liverpool: … Article 18 emerged from the infamies of the 20th 
century—from the Armenian genocide to the defining depredations of Stalin’s gulags and 
Hitler’s concentration camps; from the pestilential nature of persecution, demonisation, 
scapegoating and hateful prejudice; and, notwithstanding violence associated with 
religion, it emerged from ideology, nation and race. …  
We will … hear from my noble friend Lord Sacks, who offered his prayer on Hanukkah 
last year for, “people of all faiths working together for the freedom of all faiths”. 
My noble friend’s brilliant critique, Not in God’s Name: Confronting Religious Violence, is 
required reading for anyone trying to comprehend what motivates people to kill Christian 
students in Kenya, Shia Muslims praying in a mosque in Kuwait, Pakistani Anglicans 
celebrating the Eucharist in Peshawar or British tourists simply holidaying in Tunisia and 
for anyone trying to understand the dramatic rise in Christian persecution, the vilification 
of Islam in some parts of the world and, in Europe, the troubling reawakening of anti-
Semitism. 
My noble friend’s insights into the shared stories of the Abrahamic faiths … and how they 
can be used to promote mutual respect, coexistence, reconciliation and the healing of 
history underline the urgent need for scholars from those faiths to combat the evil being 
committed in God’s name and to give emphasis to the ancient texts in a way which 
upholds the dignity of difference … If Jews, Muslims and Christians are no longer to see 
one another as an existential threat, we urgently need a persuasive new narrative, which 
is capable of forestalling the unceasing incitements to hatred which pour forth from the 
internet and which capture unformed minds. … 
How right the BBC’s courageous chief international correspondent, Lyse Doucet, is when 
she says: “If you don’t understand religion—including the abuse of religion—it’s 
becoming ever harder to understand our world”. …  

 

col 772  Lord McFall of Alcluith: … As the noble Lord, Lord Sacks, said in his book, 
which makes compelling reading, we need faith to strengthen, not to dampen, our shared 
humanity. … War is won by weapons, but dialogue wins the peace. … Abraham’s test of 
worthiness, as we know, is the question, “Did you show kindness to strangers?”. 
Abraham ruled no empire, he commanded no army, he conquered no territory, but today 
he is revered by 2.5 billion Christians, 1.6 billion Muslims, and 13 million Jews. The 
Abrahamic faiths and others need to walk much closer together. …  

 

col 775  The Archbishop of Canterbury: … the relationship between law and religion is 
invariably a delicate one. The passionately lived religious life or passionately lived 
humanist life of many people around the world and in this country cannot be 
compartmentalised within our legal and political systems. It is not good enough to say 
that religion is free within the law. As was eloquently pointed out by the noble and 
learned Lord, Lord Mackay, religion defines us—it is the fundamental element of who and 
what we are. Thus, religious freedom and the freedom not to have a religion stands 
beneath the law,  supporting  it  and  creating  the  circumstances  in which you can have  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-07/HL1179/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-07/HL1179/


 4 

 

effective law …  
Religion gave birth to the rule of law, particularly through Judaism. The question is 
therefore: how do we translate this undiminished right and unimpaired liberty into the 
contemporary situation …  
… religious freedom is threatened on a global scale … in a very complex way. Attacks on 
religious freedom are often linked to economic circumstances, to sociology, to history 
and to many other factors. Practically, if we are to defend religious liberty, we have to 
draw in these other factors. … 
Where a state claims the ultimate right to oppress religious freedom, it stops the last and 
the strongest barrier against tyranny. From the beginning of time—from the beginning of 
the Christian era, when the apostles said that they would obey God rather than the 
Sanhedrin, through the Reformation to the martyrs of communism, to Bonhoeffer and to 
Archbishop Tutu—up to our own day around the world, we have needed religious 
freedom as a global defence of freedom. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150716-
0002.htm#15071639000955  

 

col 781  Lord Carey of Clifton: … The fact that we have to face honestly is that so much 
of the trouble is in countries dominated by Islam; let us get to the heart of this. Yet, in the 
past, Islam has flourished as a beacon of civilisation and tolerance. Indeed, one of the 
finest texts in the Koran states: “There is no compulsion in religion”. 
The verse is often used in interfaith contexts to show the broadmindedness of Islam. But 
we have to recognise that the plain meaning of that text is questioned by many Muslim 
scholars today. In my view—dare I say it as a non-Muslim?—this verse contains all that 
is necessary for Muslims to start the journey towards free, tolerant and pluralist societies. 
However, the rhetoric is fine but the reality is very different. It grieves me to say that there 
are not many Muslim-majority countries in which the freedom set out in Article 18 exists. 
Of course, there are Muslim countries where other faiths are tolerated but, even in those 
more tolerant nations, Christians cannot share their faith openly and advertise it; and 
Muslims cannot, with any ease, choose another faith, should they so desire.  
Intolerance seems to be spreading. There has recently been a spate of church and 
mosque burnings in Israel, which is very disappointing as Israel has every justification for 
claiming to be the only democratic nation in the Middle East. … 

 

col 783  Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: … As a Jew, I feel strongly about the Holocaust, 
which touched my own family, who lost a grandmother and an aunt in Poland in the 
1940s. So, I was very moved to hear reports of a rescue operation last week to seek, in a 
modest way, to take action against the barbaric treatment of Christian sects in the IS 
heartland of Mesopotamia, the cradle of civilisation. This appears to be an operation by 
the Barnabas Fund, an international relief agency for the persecuted church with the 
financial co-operation of certain Jewish organisations and philanthropists, to transfer 
Christian families to safe havens. I understand that this in an ongoing project to evacuate 
Christians from those lands where they have dwelt for 2,000 years. What these Christian 
communities are experiencing is not new to the Jewish communities throughout the 
Middle East and North Africa, whose persecution led to an exodus of some 850,000 
Jews from Arab lands. 
It may seem a paradox but the country in the Middle East that is most welcoming to 
Christians, as the noble and right reverend Lord, Lord Carey, mentioned in passing, is 
Israel. Christianity is one of the recognized religions in Israel and is practised by more 
than 161,000 Israeli citizens—about 2.1% of the population. In Israel, there are 
approximately 300 Christians who have chosen to convert from Islam. Very sadly, such 
apostasy is not allowed in much of the rest of the Middle East. … 
Adversity, however, does reveal heroes. A few days ago, one of the heroes of the 
Holocaust died at the age of 106. I refer of course to Sir Nicolas Winton, who organised 
eight trains to take 669 children to London from Nazi-occupied Czechoslovakia. The 
British people made room for these refugees  and I can only  hope that in  Britain and the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150716-0002.htm#15071639000955
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150716-0002.htm#15071639000955
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rest of Europe we will rise to the challenge in the present times. … 
 

col 787  Lord Sacks: … Three things have happened to change the religious landscape 
of the world. First, the secular nationalist regimes that appeared in many parts of the 
world in the 20th century have given rise to powerful religious counter-revolutions. 
Secondly, these counter-revolutions are led by religion in its most extreme, adversarial 
and anti-Western form. Thirdly, the revolution in information technology has allowed 
these groups to form, organise and communicate to actual and potential followers 
throughout the world with astonishing speed. The internet is to radical political religions 
what printing was to Martin Luther. It allows them to circumvent and outflank all existing 
structures of power. The result has been the politicisation of religion and the religionising 
of politics, which, throughout history, has been a deadly combination. In the long run, it 
will threaten us all, because in a global age no country or culture is an island. … 
… given that religious freedom is enshrined as Article 18 in the United Nations Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, there should be, under the auspices of the United Nations, 
a global gathering of religious leaders and thinkers to formulate an agreed set of 
principles that are sustainable theologically within their respective faiths and on which 
member nations can be called to account. Otherwise, Article 18 will continue to be a 
utopian ideal. …  
we must stand together—the people of all faiths and of none—for we are all at risk. 
Christians are being persecuted throughout the Middle East and elsewhere. Jews are 
facing a new and resurgent anti-Semitism. Muslims who stand on the wrong side of the 
Sunni-Shia divide are being killed in great numbers. Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Baha’i and 
others face persecution in some parts of the world. There must be some set of principles 
that we can appeal to, and be held accountable to, if our common humanity is to survive 
our religious differences. Religious freedom is about our common humanity, and we must 
fight for it if we are not to lose it. This, I believe, is the issue of our time. …  

 

col 793  Lord Brown of Eaton-under-Heywood: … Article 18 of the universal 
declaration appears on the face of it to confer two unqualified rights: the right to freedom 
of religion or belief, and the right to manifest that religion or belief. But that is not quite so. 
… Article 9.1 of the [European] Convention is in effectively identical terms to Article 18 of 
the universal declaration, but Article 9.2 makes it plain that the manifestation of one’s 
religion or belief is a qualified, not an absolute, right. … 
Take the Supreme Court case of Bull and Bull … which held that Christian hotelkeepers, 
however strongly held their belief that homosexual practices are sinful, could not on that 
ground alone refuse to let a double-bed room to a homosexual couple. The court pointed 
out that Strasbourg requires very weighty reasons to justify discrimination on the grounds 
of sexual orientation. … 
There was also Strasbourg’s decision two years ago, in a group of United Kingdom cases 
concerning religion in the workplace, to dismiss three of the four applications, including 
those of Lillian Ladele, a civil registrar for Islington, who was disciplined for violating the 
borough’s “dignity for all” policy by refusing to register partnerships because of her belief 
that homosexuality is sinful; and Gary McFarlane, a sex therapist dismissed by Relate, a 
counselling charity, for refusing, on the same grounds, to provide sex therapy for same-
sex couples. … Many of your Lordships will recall too the recent Crown Court ruling that 
a woman must remove her Muslim veil, charged as she was with victim intimidation, so 
that the jury could properly observe her facial expression. …  

 

col 798  The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Anelay 
of St Johns): … freedom of religion or belief and the right to hold no belief is a key 
human right. It is under attack in almost every corner of the globe. We see Muslims 
sentenced to death for blasphemy; Christians burned in brick ovens or forced to give 
birth in chains; Yazidis trapped on mountains, their women abused as sex slaves; 
innocents attacked in their churches, synagogues and mosques, the very places they 
should feel most safe; and sledgehammers taken to religious and cultural artefacts in an 
attempt to obliterate centuries of faith and civilisation. The ongoing assault on freedom of  
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religion or belief is absolutely unacceptable …  
Freedom of religion or belief is not just an optional extra, or nice to have; it is the key 
human right. It allows each citizen to follow their conscience in the way they see fit. As 
this Government made clear in our manifesto: “We will stand up for the freedom of 
people of all religions—and non-religious people—to practise their beliefs in peace and 
safety”. …  
Where freedom of religion is protected, extremist ideologies are much less likely to take 
root. I want us to continue our focus on supporting the right of persecuted Christians, as 
well as those of all religions and none, to be able to stay in the Middle East, the region of 
their birth. …  
Governments need to find ways to ensure that the transformational power of religious 
belief is able to play out in our societies. We must have countries where everyone is free 
to follow their own belief, to change their religion, or to choose to follow no religion at 
all. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150716-0003.htm  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Middle East: Nuclear Weapons 
Dan Jarvis [6856] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
what assessment he has made of links between the Iran nuclear negotiations and wider 
nuclear non-proliferation in the Middle East. 

Tobias Ellwood: The nuclear agreement reached by the E3+3 and Iran on 14 
July is a potentially historic achievement. Iran has accepted far reaching limits on 
its nuclear activities including its stockpiles of enriched uranium, centrifuge 
numbers, and nuclear research and development. When the (International Atomic 
Energy Agency) IAEA has verified that these measures have been taken, it will 
benefit from phased sanctions relief. The aim of the agreement is to ensure that 
the Iranian nuclear programme will be for solely peaceful purposes. As such, we 
hope that it can make an important contribution to nuclear non-proliferation in the 
Middle East and to the goal of a Middle East Zone free from Weapons of Mass 
Destruction. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-13/6856/  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Court of Justice 

Race Directive covers associative indirect discrimination 
… the ECJ has held that an individual may claim indirect discrimination under the EU 
Race Equality Directive (No.2000/43) on the basis of association with a group that is 
disadvantaged by a provision, criterion or practice, even if he or she is not of the same 
ethnic or racial group. While it is well established that direct discrimination by association 
is prohibited by EU law this is the first suggestion from the ECJ that associative indirect 
discrimination is also covered. Although the case does not involve employment, it 
considers the same definitions of direct and indirect discrimination as apply in the 
employment field. … 
This case has potentially significant implications for UK law. Indirect discrimination under 
S.19 of the  Equality Act 2010  can  only  be  established  if the  individual  has the  same  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150716-0003.htm
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-13/6856/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-13/6856/
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relevant protected characteristic (such as race or ethnicity) as the disadvantaged group – 
i.e. S.19 EqA does not provide for 'associative' indirect discrimination. If, as appears to 
be the case, the ECJ has ruled that such discrimination is prohibited by the Race 
Directive then S.19 EqA is prima facie incompatible. 
To read the full report see 
http://tinyurl.com/nwezs2c 
 

To read the full judgement see 
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=165912&pageIndex=0&
doclang=EN&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=191507  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Assisted Dying (No. 2) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 5 days 
Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
 

http://tinyurl.com/nwezs2c
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=165912&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=191507
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=165912&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=191507
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf
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The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
Triennial Review of Human Tissue Authority (closes 31 August 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/444552/CfE
_HTA.pdf  
 
Prescription and Title to Moveable Property (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 
September 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480843.pdf 
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 
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