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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Crime: Religious Buildings 
Mark Hendrick [5271] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how 
many instances of (a) theft, (b) theft of lead roofing and (c) criminal damage from (i) 
churches, (ii) mosques, (iii) synagogues, (iv) Hindu temples, (v) Sikh temples and (vi) 
other places of worship were recorded by each police force in England in 2014. 

Mike Penning: The Home Office does not hold this data. The police record 
offences of thefts and criminal damage and supply this information to the Home 
Office. The police however do not supply details on buildings involved in instances 
of theft and criminal damage. 
Our Scrap Metal Dealers Act 2013 implemented on 1 October 2013 is tightening 
the net around rogue dealers who flout the rules and wilfully purchase stolen 
metal through the introduction of a robust licensing scheme that supports 
legitimate businesses. We have also increased the financial penalties, banned 
cash payments for scrap metal and undertaken targeted enforcement through the 
National Metal Theft Taskforce. Alongside these initiatives, we have seen 
substantial falls in metal theft. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-02/5271/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Business Questions 

Business of the House 
col 465  Holly Lynch: Yesterday I secured a 90-minute Westminster Hall debate to 
consider the report of the United Nations independent commission of inquiry into the 
2014 Gaza conflict. The debate was chaired by the hon. Member for Kettering (Mr 
Hollobone), who did a great job and made every attempt to accommodate the 
contributions of all those who attended. Unfortunately, the debate was so over-
subscribed that speeches  were limited to two and a half minutes with no interventions.  It  
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was agreed by everyone, including the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, the hon. Member for Bournemouth East (Mr Ellwood), that we 
would seek to bring the issues to a debate in this Chamber, so that we could explore 
them in more detail. Can the Leader of the House give us the time to do that? 

Chris Grayling: I probably cannot, because I do not have the time to give to the 
hon. Lady, but I can tell her that we set up the Backbench Business Committee 
precisely for these purposes. It can allocate time for when we return in the 
autumn, and this is precisely the kind of thing for which that debating time should 
be used. I hope that she will approach the hon. Member for Gateshead (Ian 
Mearns), who now chairs the Committee, and put on his agenda the fact that the 
House would very much welcome the opportunity to debate this matter. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150709/debtext/15070
9-0001.htm#15070957000002  

 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Immigration: Middle East 
Ben Howlett [5053] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what the 
eligibility criteria are for entry to the UK for citizens of (a) Palestine and (b) Israel. 

James Brokenshire: Non-EEA nationals seeking entry to the UK for any purpose 
must meet the requirements of the Immigration Rules. The Rules set out the 
criteria that applications for entry clearance, leave to enter or remain must meet to 
qualify for entry. Applicants must produce either a valid passport or travel 
document that satisfactorily establishes their identity and nationality or citizenship. 
Nationals or citizens of Israel, who hold a full Israeli passport, do not require a visa 
to come to the UK as a visitor or for any other purpose, for less than six months. 
Holders of Palestinian travel documents require a visa to come to the UK for any 
purpose in the Immigration Rules. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-01/5053/  
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Genocide 
Dan Jarvie [5738] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
what his policy is towards the proposal by the French government for permanent 
members of the UN Security Council to suspend use of the veto in cases of alleged 
genocide. 

James Duddridge: The French initiative offers an important contribution to the 
wider debate on reform of the Security Council and we welcome the interest it has 
generated. The United Kingdom wholeheartedly supports the principle that the 
Security Council must act to stop mass atrocities and crimes against humanity. 
We cannot envisage circumstances where we would use our veto to block such 
action. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-06/5738/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Assisted Dying (No. 2) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
** Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  
 

Public Bill Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmpublic/educationadoption/150709/a
m/150709s01.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmpublic/educationadoption/150709/p
m/150709s01.htm 
 

Notices of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2015-2016/0004/amend/pbc040907a.1-
7.html 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2015-2016/0004/amend/pbc040907m.1-
7.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
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** closes today 
Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
** closes in 4 days 
Education and Adoption Bill (closing date 14 July 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/june/call-for-written-evidence-education-and-
adoption-bill/  
 
Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
 
The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
Prescription and Title to Moveable Property (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 
September 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480843.pdf 
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 
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