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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Radicalism 
Andrew Rosindell [4897] To ask the Attorney General, what steps the CPS is taking to 
ensure the effective prosecution of British nationals inciting extremism. 

Robert Buckland: Prosecutions for offences of stirring up racial and religious 
hatred and hatred based upon sexual orientation can only be brought with the 
consent of one of the Law Officers. 
All cases where terrorism-related or incitement to hatred offences are being 
considered are dealt with by Specialist Prosecutors in the Crown Prosecution 
Service (CPS) Special Crime and Counter Terrorism Division to ensure a 
consistent approach. The CPS has also established a network of Hate Crime 
Coordinators to ensure that good practice and innovation is shared, produced a 
Hate Crime Strategy for 2014-17 and issued internal guidance to prosecutors 
setting out its approach to those involved in committing acts of violent extremism 
and inciting racial and religious hatred and hatred based upon sexual orientation. 
Since 2006 27 defendants have been successfully prosecuted under the Public 
Order Act 1986 for offences related to inciting racial, religious or sexual hatred. In 
addition to this since ISIL was made a proscribed organisation in June 2014 6 
individuals have been successfully prosecuted under the terrorism Act 2006 for 
inciting or promoting terrorist activities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-30/4897/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

NHS: Ministers of Religion 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

The Lord Bishop of Bristol [HL851] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the 
answer by Lord Prior of Brampton on 23 June (HL Deb, col 1471), what steps they are 
taking to ensure (1) that NHS England continues to commission adequate healthcare 
chaplaincy services, and (2) that, as stated by the Minster of State for Community and 
Social Care on 17 December 2013 (HC180621), local NHS trusts continue to be 
"responsible for determining, delivering and funding religious and spiritual care in a way 
that meets the needs of their patients, carers and staff." 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-30/4897/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-30/4897/
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Palliative Care 
The Lord Bishop of Bristol [HL850] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the 
answer by Lord Prior of Brampton on 23 June (HL Deb, col 1471), what steps they are 
taking to ensure that the ministry of chaplains in United Kingdom hospitals and hospices 
remains a part of end-of-life care. 

Lord Prior of Brampton: We value the important role chaplaincy services play in 
delivering compassionate, personalised care, including at the end of life. The five 
Priorities for Care of the Dying Person, which the Government introduced in June 
2014 and is attached, set out the importance of sensitive communication and the 
spiritual care of dying people and those important to them. As a member of the 
Leadership Alliance for the Care of Dying People, the College of Health Care 
Chaplains was integral to the development, dissemination and implementation of 
the Priorities for Care. 
It remains the case that local National Health Service trusts are responsible for 
determining, delivering and funding religious and spiritual care in a way that meets 
the needs of their patients, carers and staff. NHS England is not involved in 
commissioning chaplaincy services locally. However, NHS England maintains a 
dialogue with chaplaincy associations through the NHS Chaplaincy programme 
and the Chaplaincy Leaders Forum as part of NHS England’s work on improving 
patient care, promoting equality and reducing inequalities in health outcomes. 
As health is a devolved issue, the commissioning and provision of chaplaincy 
services in Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland should be addressed to the 
relevant devolved administrations. 
One Chance To Get It Right 
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-
attachments/385727/original/One_chance_to_get_it_right.pdf   

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-25/HL851/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-25/HL850/ 
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150623-
0001.htm#15062355000717  
 

Brixton Prison 
Lord Kennedy of Southwark [HL823] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what facilities 
are available for prisoners at HMP Brixton to take part in an act of worship. 

Lord Faulks: The following services are scheduled weekly at HMP Brixton: 
Friday 
12.30pm Muslim Prayers 
1.45pm Sikh, Buddhist and Hindu service. 
Sunday 
9.15 am Roman Catholic Mass 
10.15 am Church of England & Free Church Service 
Evening bible studies are run on A and B wings on Wednesdays at 4.30pm; on G 
wing on Mondays at 4.30pm; and on C wing at 6.00pm and D wing on Thursdays 
at 4.30pm. Muslim classes run each day Monday to Thursday. There is also a full-
time, four week, paid resettlement course “Faith in the Future” that is open to 
people of any faith and none – although it looks at resettlement from a Christian 
perspective. 
In addition, prisoners have access and can see chaplains or ministers from the 
following faiths: 
Church of England 
 

http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/385727/original/One_chance_to_get_it_right.pdf
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/385727/original/One_chance_to_get_it_right.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-25/HL851/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-25/HL851/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-25/HL850/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-25/HL850/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150623-0001.htm#15062355000717
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150623-0001.htm#15062355000717
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Roman Catholic 
Free Church 
Orthodox Christian 
Muslim 
Jew 
Sikh 
Hindu 
Buddhist 
Jehovah’s Witness 
Pagan 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-25/HL823/  
 
 

Scottish Government 

New NHS Organ Donor Register launched 
A new, updated version of the NHS Organ Donor Register was officially launched across 
the UK today, extending the choices a person has about their organ donation wishes. 
As well as being able to record a decision to be an organ donor, the new Register will 
now, for the first time, enable people in Scotland to record their choice not to be an organ 
donor. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/New-NHS-Organ-Donor-Register-launched-1b17.aspx 
 
 

Northern Ireland Executive 

Health Minister Simon Hamilton today welcomed the launch of a new NHS Organ 
Donor Register for the whole of the UK. 
… The new Organ Donor Register extends the choices a person can record when they 
sign the Register. From 9 July 2015, a person will be able to register to: 

 be a donor 

 not to be a donor 

 record the details of up to two representatives, if they feel they would want 
someone to make that decision for them after death. 

To read the full press release see 
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news-dhssps-090715-new-nhs-organ  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

Westminster Hall Debate 

UN Independent Commission of Inquiry (Gaza) 
col 117WH  Holly Lynch: … Gaza is a tiny strip of land, covering just 139 square miles. 
If we bear in mind that west Yorkshire alone covers 780 square miles, it gives us some 
perspective of  just how small Gaza is, yet 1.8 million Palestinians live in what is 
increasingly becoming a densely populated open-air prison, and they have nowhere to 
go. In 2012 the World Bank published a report, “Gaza 2020”, which claimed that Gaza 
would become uninhabitable by 2020 as a result of the blockade, an increase in 
population size, and insufficient access to clean drinking water, electricity, and health and  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-25/HL823/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-25/HL823/
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/New-NHS-Organ-Donor-Register-launched-1b17.aspx
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news-dhssps-090715-new-nhs-organ
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education services. After last year’s devastation, Gaza has reached 2020 five years 
ahead of schedule. …  
There is, of course, one glaringly obvious way in which we can ensure the effectiveness 
of UK taxpayers’ money when it is spent in Palestine … That is to stop Israel levelling 
projects funded by the EU, DFID and UNRWA, and institutions that are part-financed by 
Britain. Earlier today, the Chancellor announced, with renewed vigour, further cuts in and 
scrutiny of, public spending. I would like to see the Government apply the same level of 
scrutiny and accountability to the destruction of those buildings and projects in Gaza. 
Perhaps the Minister will update us on that and say whether he will send Israel a bill for 
the damage. …  
… following the brutal conflict last year, Britain has approved new arms licences for Israel 
of up to £4 million. Furthermore, The Independent newspaper reports that the 
Government also approved arms exports to Israel worth nearly £7 million in the six 
months prior to Operation Protective Edge. Does the Minister agree that turning a blind 
eye to violations of international humanitarian law when an arms deal is on the table 
undermines our standing in the world and begins to compromises our integrity? … 
The crisis in Gaza must be understood in a wider context of a 48-year illegal occupation 
of Palestine. …   

col 121WH  Bob Blackman: … I was in Israel at the time of the conflict. I witnessed 
individuals suffering indiscriminate rocket and mortar fire coming from Gaza. People 
were fleeing to air raid shelters to avoid completely indiscriminate attempts, made by a 
proscribed terrorist organisation from Gaza, to kill as many civilians as possible. The 
reality is this: I mourn any loss of life, but to compare what the Israel defence forces had 
to do in seeking to combat the terrorist organisation, Hamas— 

 

Gerald Kaufman: Had to do? Rubbish! 
 

Bob Blackman: Had to do—seeking to combat the terrorist organisation Hamas. It is 
ridiculous to compare the two. The reality is that no other army in the world contacts 
people in advance, warning them of legitimate military targets and attempting to minimise 
casualties, as the IDF does. While we are talking about the tragic loss of life in Gaza, we 
should remember that more people are dying in Syria almost every week …  

 

col 122WH  Gerald Kaufman: … The Israelis are murderers in Gaza. They have 
murdered thousands of people in Gaza. They have achieved nothing by doing so, except 
to make the lives of the people of Gaza total hell. 
When I was in Gaza, I spoke to a girl who told me she was standing between her parents 
when an Israeli solider came up and shot her father dead in the head, and then shot her 
mother dead in the head. The Israelis use the holocaust: they use the murder of 6 million 
Jews to justify their murder of thousands upon thousands of Palestinians. …  
The Palestinians are a persecuted people and it is time that that persecution was brought 
to an end. We will not rest until the Palestinians are free. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150708/halltext/150708
h0001.htm#15070835000003  
 

col 123WH  Matthew Offord: … We should bear in mind that the UN has a long history 
of criticising Israel, more than it has any other country in the world—so much so that 
many of us feel that its criticisms are no longer legitimate. In 2004, the UN General 
Assembly adopted 20 resolutions singling out Israel for criticism, but only three for the 
rest of the world combined. …  

 

col 124WH  Louise Ellman: … Last year’s conflict in Gaza was an absolute tragedy for 
everyone who lost their lives on all sides. It is important to remember the context: a 
sovereign nation, Israel, defended itself against an attack by the terrorist group Hamas, 
which was raining rockets directed at Israel’s civilian population. I remind all Members 
that Israel left Gaza in 2005. It forcibly withdrew its settlers and all its soldiers, hoping 
that that would lead to peace. Instead, that led to Hamas rule and rockets. …  
When the terrorist organisation  Hamas  deliberately used the civilian population of  Gaza  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150708/halltext/150708h0001.htm#15070835000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150708/halltext/150708h0001.htm#15070835000003
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as human shields in that conflict, it was tragic but not surprising when many of those 
people lost their lives. …  

 

col 125WH  Andy Slaughter: … Israel is a state that is out of control, but this country 
and others are not prepared to criticise it. Israel is not only engaged in the longest 
occupation of Palestinian lands, but continues to colonise and settle those lands on an 
industrial scale. It is indulging in installing an apartheid regime in the west bank; it has 
not withdrawn from Gaza, which is under a full embargo; and, most shamefully, it 
engages periodically—I am sure that we will see it again before long—in the murder of 
civilians and the control and cowing of the Gazan population. …  

 

col 126WH Jim Shannon: … I call into question the usefulness of a report that does not 
engage the interested parties. Why can America and Great Britain manage to engage 
with the Israelis, yet the UN, which is supposedly an independent body, cannot? I can 
well understand why the Israelis made the decision not to engage: the outcome was a 
foregone conclusion. …  
If we genuinely want to contribute to peace and to improve human rights for the people of 
Gaza and Israel, we must have the courage to reject the UN Human Rights Council’s 
persistent and discriminatory anti-Israel programme and produce a balanced and fair 
report into these tragic events. … 

 

col 127WH  Grahame M. Morris: … International law is only as strong as the parties that 
are willing to enforce it. We have witnessed generations of failure because of a lack of 
political will not only to acknowledge but to take action against Israel’s violations. Over 
the past half century, Israel has placed itself above international law, breaching human 
rights and failing or refusing to adhere to the duties and obligations placed on it as an 
occupying power. Its position has been strengthened by an international community that, 
to varying degrees, has acknowledged significant and persistent violations of 
international law, whether they be human rights violations during military conflicts, as we 
saw last year, or the prolonged injustice of Israel’s illegal and brutal occupation and 
settlement policy. …  

 

col 128WH  Andy McDonald: … Given the way in which Israel conducted its assault—it 
used 20,000 tonnes of explosives, dropping 120 one-tonne bombs and attacking 
residential neighbourhoods in one of the youngest and most densely populated areas in 
the world—the primary victims were always going to be civilians and children. …  

 

col 129WH  Mark Durkan: … Today … we have heard the pretence that Israel has the 
right to treat Gaza as though it is a foreign state and to attack it on the basis that Israel is 
under threat from another state. That is from the same Members who then tell us that we 
in this House do not have the right to call for Palestine to be recognised as a state. How 
come people can recognise Palestine as a state when they want to justify violence—for 
military purposes—when the rest of us are not allowed to recognise it as a state for 
diplomatic and political purposes and to achieve a peaceful resolution? …  

 

col 130WH  Naz Shah: … Why are we trading with Israel’s occupied territories? Are we 
not, by definition, handling stolen goods if we recognise that that land is stolen and 
continue to trade with Israel? …  

 

col 132WH  Stephen Kinnock: … The report, much like the issue of Gaza, is about 
proportionality. Although its conclusions are 60% devoted to what Gaza endured, they 
are 40% devoted to what Israel endured. Yet those figures do not stack up. When we 
consider that 551 Palestinian children and one Israeli child died, we begin to see how 
massively the issue of proportionality figures not just in Operation Protective Edge but in 
the report. I am delighted that the British Government endorsed the report, but it does not 
reflect the proportionality of the situation. …    

Imran Hussain: … Let us be clear; the actions last year of the Israeli Government and 
their armed forces were criminal and murderous. They were committed with a complete 
disregard for the taking of civilian lives, including those of hundreds of women and 
children.  The  report  is  absolutely  clear  about  that.  Israel showed a callous disregard  
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about who was being hit by its bombs, and that was emphasised by the fact that it did 
nothing to modify its behaviour when the results were evident to all. …  

 

col 133WH  Philippa Whitford: … Like many people here, I was brought up to be pro-
Israel because of what the Jewish people suffered in the second world war. However, 
living [in Gaza] and watching how people were treated—watching people being lifted; 
watching my hospital being raided and having to hide injured people in panels in ceilings 
and walls, like something out of a world war two movie—made me realise that one of the 
saddest things was that a lot of what is done to Palestine and Palestinians is like a pale 
version of what happened 70 years ago. …  
Of course Israel needs to be secure. We will never get Hamas to recognise Israel if there 
is no safety for Palestine. Hamas sees the situation as a war. I am no fan of Hamas … 
but we must realise that the more we do not allow a future for the Palestinians, the more 
we offer people into the hands of extremism. …  
When I visited Bethlehem, all I could see was tsunamis of modern buildings coming 
across the hills, and in East Jerusalem many settlements are being either purchased or 
possessed, because families do not have the paperwork that goes back to when the 
house was built. Little mini-settlements of three or four houses are being created. That 
allows the IDF to get on the roofs. The flags and barbed wire go up, and then the 
pressure on the people around starts. We need to see our culpability. …  

 

col 135WH  Kerry McCarthy: … Each and every death during this conflict on both sides 
was a tragedy. The appalling bloodshed underlined once more that there cannot be a 
military resolution. The only way forward is the diplomatic route and a negotiated two-
state solution that recognises the state of Palestine alongside the state of Israel. …  
Last summer the Opposition condemned Hamas’s rocket fire, tunnels and extra-judicial 
killings, and I reiterate our condemnation. …  
We recognise, too, Israel’s right to defend itself, but we agree with the commission that 
the conduct of Palestinian armed groups does not “modify Israel’s own obligations to 
abide by international law”. …  

 

col 138WH  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs (Tobias Ellwood): … Such debates are important and should 
not be conducted in Westminster Hall for 90 minutes. We do not do the subject matter 
any justice and, if I feel frustrated, hon. Members who have been given only two to three 
minutes to speak must also feel frustrated. I hope that the usual channels—if they are 
listening, read Hansard or hear the debate—ensure that next time we have such a 
debate, we do it properly, because the world, the nation and our constituents are 
watching, and we need to do the subject justice. …  
We deeply regret the loss of civilian life during the Gaza conflict last summer and the 
terrible toll of the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict on citizens of both sides. The UN 
commission of inquiry report brings the scale of human suffering into sharp relief. It notes 
the victims’ continued hope that leaders will “act more resolutely to address the root 
causes of the conflict so as to restore human rights, dignity, justice, and security to all 
residents of the Occupied Palestinian Territory and Israel”. …  
We strongly condemn the indiscriminate firing of rockets into Israel by Hamas and militant 
groups in the Gaza strip, as detailed in the report. On the seeming imbalance of 
munitions going from one side to the other, hon. Members will be aware of the Iron Dome 
project in Israel, which has stopped many of the munitions fired by Hamas. That is why 
there is the disproportionate number of fatalities or injuries on one side. I simply state 
that as a comment, not to justify anything. … But it is a principle of international 
humanitarian law that the use of force in self-defence must be proportionate. … 
The UK, along with our EU partners, voted in favour of the resolution on the report at the 
Human Rights Council last week. We would have preferred to see a text that gave more 
weight to Israel’s legitimate right to self-defence, and to the threat Israel faces from 
militant groups operating from inside Gaza, including Hamas. …  
We welcome the recent positive steps that Israel has taken in  easing  some  restrictions,  
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including doubling the water supply and permitting an increase in exports from Gaza. 
However, we want to see Israel go much further … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150708/halltext/150708
h0002.htm  
 
 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Topical Questions: Department for International Development 
col 301  T6. [900836]  David Burrowes: How does last week’s Gaza resolution by the 
United Nations Human Rights Council help aid efforts when it draws an equivalence 
between Hamas, a proscribed terrorist organisation, and Israel, a democratic state 
defending itself against attacks on its citizens? 

Justine Greening: The UK is deeply concerned by the terrible human cost to both 
sides of the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict, as underlined by the findings of 
the UN report that my hon. Friend refers to. We, along with our EU partners, voted 
in support of the resolution on the report last week. We would have preferred to 
see a text that gave more weight to Israel’s legitimate right to self-defence and to 
the threat that Israel faces from militant groups operating from inside Gaza, 
including Hamas. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150708/debtext/15070
8-0001.htm#15070837000020  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

West Bank: Housing 
David Jones [4992] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent representations he has made to the Israeli authorities on expansion 
of settlements on the West Bank. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Government has repeatedly condemned settlement 
announcements, and we will continue to call on the Israeli authorities to cease all 
settlement building and to remove illegal outposts, as required under international 
law. On 16 June, our Ambassador in Tel Aviv, raised the issue of settlements with 
Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu and again on the 21 June with the Israeli 
Cabinet Secretary and National Security Advisor. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-30/4992/  
 

Iran: Terrorism 
Bob Blackman [4998] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent representations he has made to his Iranian counterpart on that 
country's (a) financial and (b) other support for international terror groups. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Iranians are fully aware of our concern about their military 
and financial support to groups such as the military wings of Hizballah and 
Hamas, and Palestinian Islamic Jihad, which are all proscribed in the UK. This 
support undermines the prospects for peace and stability in the Middle East. We 
have raised our concerns about such activity with the Iranian authorities on many 
occasions, and will continue to do so. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-30/4998/  
 

Iran: Terrorism 
Bob Blackman [5000] To ask the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  and  Commonwealth  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150708/halltext/150708h0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150708/halltext/150708h0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150708/debtext/150708-0001.htm#15070837000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150708/debtext/150708-0001.htm#15070837000020
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-30/4992/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-30/4992/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-30/4998/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-30/4998/
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Affairs, what recent reports he has received on whether Iran is providing (a) financial and 
(b) other support to international terror groups. 

Tobias Ellwood: We remain deeply concerned by Iran’s links to designated 
terrorist groups such as the military wings of Hizballah and Hamas, and 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad. Iran’s support includes financial assistance, the 
provision of military equipment and training, and directly undermines prospects for 
peace in the region. We call on Iran to implement its obligations under United 
Nations Security Council Resolution 1747, which inter alia bans the export of 
military equipment by Iran. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-30/5000/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge [HL879] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning safe passage for the flotilla carrying 
medical equipment and solar panels for electricity to Gaza. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials at our Embassy in Tel Aviv have been in 
close contact with the Israeli authorities regarding the Freedom Flotilla Coalition to 
Gaza. However, the Government did not make any representations concerning 
safe passage to Gaza for the flotilla, as this is against both our own travel advice 
and Israeli maritime restrictions. On 29 June, the Israeli Navy intercepted and 
boarded the Marianne of Gothenberg, no injuries or violence was reported. The 
Marianne of Gothenberg has now been escorted to Ashdod port. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-29/HL879/  
 

Travel Restrictions: Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL881] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have 
had with European partners on the case for banning European Union entry to Israeli 
settlers convicted of violence. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: There are currently no plans for European or 
domestic legislation to issue a blanket ban on Israeli settlers convicted of violence 
from entering the European Union. 
The Home Office is responsible for entry clearance into the UK. Since 2005 the 
Secretary of State for the Home Department, my right hon. Friend the Member for 
Maidenhead (Mrs May), has excluded a number of Jewish settlers from the UK on 
the basis of extremism. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-29/HL881/  
 

Israel Defense Forces 
Baroness Tonge [HL883] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what has so far been the 
result of the internal processes launched by the Israeli Defence Force to investigate 
specific cases of military engagement. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: On 2 June, I met the Israeli Military Advocate 
General (MAG), Major General Dan Efrony, who is leading the Israel Defence 
Forces' investigations into Operation Protective Edge (OPE), and the Israeli 
Ambassador to London. Major General Efrony discussed the investigations into 
OPE. He informed me that his office had received several hundred complaints.  
Our Ambassador in Tel Aviv also met the Israeli Military Advocate General on 17 
June, and discussed OPE with him. Our Ambassador was informed that,  to  date,  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-30/5000/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-30/5000/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-29/HL879/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-29/HL879/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-29/HL881/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-29/HL881/
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almost 200 complaints had been received, half of which were currently under 
examination or investigation. The MAG had already closed 19 cases and 
launched 7 criminal investigations. One case had resulted in the indictment of 
three soldiers for looting. The MAG currently had 13 cases on his desk, having 
dropped 2 as complainants refused to testify.  
Tens of additional incidents are still in various different stages of examination by 
the Fact-Finding Assessment (FFA) Mechanism, and their findings will be 
submitted to the MAG in due course. 
In addition, the MAG has ordered the opening of 15 criminal investigations without 
the need for prior examination by the FFA Mechanism on the basis of allegations 
that indicated prima facie grounds for a reasonable suspicion of criminal 
misconduct. The remainder of the investigations are either still ongoing, or have 
been completed, with their findings having been submitted to the MAG for review. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-29/HL883/  
 

Gaza 
Lord Warner [HL930] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written Answer 
by Baroness Anelay of St Johns on 22 June (HL502 and HL503), what assessment they 
have made of the reports, on 29 June, that Israeli forces boarded and took control of a 
Swedish vessel in international waters on route to Gaza with humanitarian aid and with a 
number of European citizens on boards; and what representations they have made to the 
government of Israel about this. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have been 
in close contact with the Israeli authorities regarding this flotilla and in particular 
the Marianne of Gothenburg. We are pleased that Israel performed its intended 
action to maintain its maritime restrictions peacefully. The Israeli authorities 
informed us that there were no British nationals on board the Marianne. Nationals 
from other Commonwealth countries were present and we offered consular 
assistance for unrepresented New Zealand nationals. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-29/HL930/  
 

The answers referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL502/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL503/  

TOP 
 

 

 

Other Relevant Information 

European Commission Against Racism 

Dramatic increase in antisemitism, Islamophobia, online hate speech: annual 
report from Council of Europe’s anti-racism commission 
With conflicts in the Middle East, acts of Islamist violence in Europe and incidents of 
unprecedented mass arrivals of migrants, the annual report of the European Commission 
against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI), published today, identifies a dramatic increase in 
antisemitism, Islamophobia, online hate speech and xenophobic political discourse as 
main trends in 2014. 
Insults and physical attacks on Jewish  persons  and  institutions  increased  significantly,  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-29/HL883/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-29/HL883/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-29/HL930/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-29/HL930/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL502/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL502/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL503/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL503/
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with their number having more than doubled in some countries, according to the report. 
Tensions rose after renewed violence in the Middle East in 2014 and have led to 
widespread animosity against Jews in general. Growing antisemitic trends have, in 
addition, been observed in Muslim immigrant communities, mainly among young people. 
…  
In certain countries, the report attests to a growing trend of denying World War II 
collaborationist regimes’ complicity in the Holocaust, paired with revived sympathies for 
the extreme right. 
Islamophobia is reported in many countries, counteracting integration efforts for inclusive 
European societies. According to the report the rise of extremism and in violent Islamist 
movements has been manipulated by populist politicians to portray Muslims in general as 
unable or unwilling to integrate and therefore as a security threat. … 
In its report, ECRI deplores a rapid increase of hate speech disseminated through social 
media, and encourages member States to sign and ratify the Council of 
Europe’s Additional Protocol to the Convention on Cybercrime criminalising racist and 
xenophobic acts committed online. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Library/PressReleases/197-
09_07_2015_AnnualReport2014_en.asp  
 
Annual Report on ECRI’s Activities covering the period from 1 January to 31 
December 2014 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/activities/Annual_Reports/Annual%20report%20
2014.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Assisted Dying (No. 2) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 
 
 

http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/Commun/QueVoulezVous.asp?NT=189&CM=8&DF=26/06/2015&CL=ENG
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Library/PressReleases/197-09_07_2015_AnnualReport2014_en.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Library/PressReleases/197-09_07_2015_AnnualReport2014_en.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/activities/Annual_Reports/Annual%20report%202014.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/activities/Annual_Reports/Annual%20report%202014.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
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Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
** closes tomorrow 
Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
** closes in 5 days 
Education and Adoption Bill (closing date 14 July 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/june/call-for-written-evidence-education-and-
adoption-bill/  
 
Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
 
The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
Prescription and Title to Moveable Property (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 
September 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480843.pdf 
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-consultation/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-consultation/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-consultation/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-consultation/?lang=en
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/june/call-for-written-evidence-education-and-adoption-bill/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/june/call-for-written-evidence-education-and-adoption-bill/
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480843.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted

