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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Community Relations 
Lyn Brown [4728] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government, what resources are available to his Department to undertake work 
promoting community cohesion. 

Marcus Jones: My Department provides targeted support to a range of projects 
aimed at bringing communities together, including an £8 million English language 
programme to help isolated adults learn English; £8 million to the Near 
Neighbours campaign to bring diverse faith communities together to help improve 
their neighbourhoods; and £5 million to educate teenagers about the sacrifices 
made during the First World War. Alongside the resources applied to such 
projects, we work with colleagues across government and with external partners 
to deliver the conditions for everyone to live and work successfully alongside each 
other. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-30/4728/  
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Gaza: Ports 
Baroness Tonge [HL880] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have 
had with European partners concerning the case for mediating an agreement on 
international supervision of the Port of Gaza; and what assessment they have made of 
the difficulties that stand in the way of such an agreement. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The EU, with UK encouragement, has looked at a 
number of options for how it can encourage an easing of movement and access 
into and out of Gaza. This includes the possibility of EU assistance in establishing 
a sea-link from Gaza to another international port, currently envisaged in Cyprus. 
The difficulty that stands in the way is the remaining need for all parties to reach 
an agreement that addresses the underlying  causes of the conflict in  Gaza.  This  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-30/4728/
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should ensure that Hamas and other militant groups permanently end rocket fire 
and other attacks against Israel; the Palestinian Authority resumes control of 
Gaza and restores effective and accountable governance; and Israel eases 
movement and access restrictions to allow the Gazan economy to grow. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-29/HL880/  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge [HL882] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have 
discussed the recent UN report on Operation Protective Edge with the government of 
Israel; and if not, whether they intend to do so. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv had 
meetings on 29 and 30 June with the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs where the 
UN Human Rights Council Commission of Inquiry Gaza report was discussed. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-29/HL882/  
 
 

United Nations 

Amid stalled reconstruction, UN official says 'root causes' of Gaza crisis still 
unresolved 
The root causes of last year's conflict in Gaza – which claimed nearly two thousand lives 
and ravaged large swathes of the Palestinian enclave – remain unaddressed despite a 
growing humanitarian crisis in the area, the head of the United Nations agency assisting 
Palestinian refugees has warned. 
In a statement issued earlier today, Pierre Krähenbühl, the Commissioner General of the 
UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees, voiced concern that the “despair, 
destitution and denial of dignity” resulting from the 2014 war with Israel and from the 
ongoing blockade remain “a fact of life for ordinary people in Gaza,” adding to the 
mounting humanitarian burden with which they are faced. 
“The physical and psychological scars are everywhere to be seen in the Gaza Strip. 
Countless children live with the traumas endured during the war and over a thousand live 
with what will be life-long disabilities,” Mr. Krähenbühl declared. “This should be a 
reminder that conflicts are first and foremost measured by the human cost that they 
inflict.” … 
Mr. Krähenbühl lamented the halting reconstruction of Gaza's homes noting that 315 
days on from the ceasefire, “not a single totally destroyed house, of which there are over 
twelve thousand, has been rebuilt.” 
“Resolute political action is required on a number of fronts to achieve the necessary 
change of paradigm in the Strip, starting with a lifting of the blockade, ensuring rights and 
security for all, allowing increased exports from Gaza to stimulate economic recovery and 
freedom of movement for civilians,” he continued. “While some steps have been taken in 
recent weeks, they fall far short of what is needed to bring about fundamental change in 
the lives of the population.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51357#.VZ09P5Oqqko  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Assisted Dying (No. 2) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
** closes in 2 days 
Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
** closes in 6 days 
Education and Adoption Bill (closing date 14 July 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/june/call-for-written-evidence-education-and-
adoption-bill/  
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Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
 
The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
Prescription and Title to Moveable Property (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 
September 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480843.pdf 
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 
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