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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Ethnic Minorities 
col 69  Baroness Berridge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the contribution of Britain’s ethnic minorities to faith communities and 
public institutions in the United Kingdom. … 
Of the UK’s 63 million population, 13% to 14% are black and minority ethnic, which is 
similar to the combined number of residents in Scotland and Wales. …  
… Indians, who amount to 1.4 million citizens, are the most religiously diverse 
community, spread across Muslims, at 14%; Hindus, at 45%; Sikhs, at 22%; and 
Christians, who are overwhelmingly Catholic. Bangladeshi and Pakistani communities in 
the UK are almost entirely Muslim. Black Caribbeans are largely Christian, often from 
newer denominations, and black Africans are largely Christian but with a significant 
minority of Muslims, at 20%. 
Those of Muslim faith are particularly diverse: 7.8% are actually white, 67.6% are Asian, 
10% are black and 10% are other. The recent arrival of the Gurkhas has meant a boost 
to the 59.7% of Asians who represent the Buddhist faith, and 33.8% of Buddhists are 
actually white. If you are from the black and minority ethnic community, you are more 
likely to identify with a religion than the white population, to be religiously observant and 
to see religion as an important part of your life. … 

 

col 78  Baroness Flather: … very good things are being done in name of religion, but 
certain things are unacceptable and against the ethos of this country. We should not be 
lily-livered and say, “No, no, no, they are not white, so we will not say anything”. We must 
say something. We have to stop the business of halal meat. Anyone who saw the sheep 
being killed on television would never eat halal meat. It is just not, and should not be, 
acceptable. …  

 

col 81  Lord Sheikh: … My glorious religion has been hijacked by a tiny minority who are 
totally distorting the image of Islam and understanding of Islam. Unfortunately, as a result 
the entire Muslim community is in some circles tarred with the same brush. …  

 

col 85  Baroness Eaton: … The Jewish community in Bradford has been an excellent 
example of an immigrant community that did precisely that. Jews started coming to 
Bradford in the 1830s to help build what was first a borough and then a city into the wool 
capital of the world. In 1850, more than £40 million-worth of textiles, which is an 
enormous amount in today’s value, was exported by the Jewish merchants. 
Among the early settlers, was Jacob Behrens, born in 1806, who came to Bradford in 
1838.  He was knighted in  1882 and said:  “Who would have thought it possible that now  
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 just fifty years after I stepped ashore on English soil at Hull, a foreigner and a Jew, I 
should be deemed worthy of the offer of a knighthood by the Queen’s government?”. 
His firm, the Sir Jacob Behrens Group, still exists today. Jacob Behrens was the founder 
of the Bradford Chamber of Commerce along with Jacob Unna, born in 1800 in 
Hamburg, who came to Bradford in 1846, having previously lived in Manchester and 
Leeds. Unna was greatly involved in the life of Bradford, becoming a magistrate and 
deputy lieutenant of West Yorkshire. Among his descendants was the actress Dame 
Peggy Ashcroft. 
Bradford became a borough in 1847. As early as 1863, Charles Joseph Semon, a 
German Jew born in Danzig and a textile merchant, became the first Jewish mayor of 
Bradford. He was followed by three Jewish mayors—Jacob Moser in 1910, David Black 
in 1958 and Olive Messer in 1984. Bradford Chamber of Commerce, Bradford College, 
Bradford Royal Infirmary and Bradford Central Library are just a few of the services that 
we use today that enjoyed the financial support and promotional ploys of Mr Moser and 
other Jewish philanthropists like him. 
In the period when there were problems in Russia, lots of Jews came to Bradford 
between 1880 and 1910. One particular family, the Stroud family, built a large textile 
manufacturing company with a Christian friend, Wynne Riley. He and Oswald Stroud had 
met as serving soldiers together in the First World War. During the Second World War, 
many of the young soldiers from Bradford came from the Jewish community. …  

 

col 88  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Communities 
and Local Government (Baroness Williams of Trafford): … Britain is multiethnic and 
it is multifaith. According to the 2011 census, some 12% of the population of the UK 
identify as belonging to an ethnic minority. Members of the UK’s ethnic minority 
communities, including the many different communities of African, Caribbean and Asian 
descent, have made an enormous contribution to the UK’s social, economic and cultural 
life, including to our public institutions. They have also made an enormous contribution to 
our faith communities, and the Government recognise this. 
Faith is a powerful force motivating millions of people to do good in their local 
communities. Faith communities play a valuable role in British society. They provide 
hope and encouragement to their adherents, they strengthen local communities and they 
contribute to the well-being of their neighbours. … 
my noble friend Lady Eaton talked about the contribution of the Jewish community, not 
just in the country but particularly in the metropolitan areas of the north. I very much 
enjoyed listening to her talking about the arrival of the Jewish people in the 19th century, 
the Jewish merchants, Jacob Behrens and his knighthood, and their contribution to 
philanthropy —the sums she mentioned were incredible in those days. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150706-
0002.htm#15070616000123  
 
 

CAGE Advocacy 

Failing our Communities: A Case Study Approach to Understanding Prevent 
http://cageuk.org/sites/default/files/reports/failing_our_communities.pdf  
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Israel 

House of Lords Debate 

Gaza 
col 48  Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of the political situation in the Gaza Strip. 
… this week marks the first anniversary of the Israeli attack on Gaza named, rather 
euphemistically, Operation Protective Edge. We are also remembering the attack on 
London’s transport system on 7 July 10 years ago and, even more recently, the attack on 
British holidaymakers in Tunisia. These events are not unconnected. When by our 
actions over years and decades we teach people to hate us, we can expect only that 
they will, whether we are Jews or gentiles. … 
Operation Protective Edge was the most vicious attack so far on these people, who live 
in an open prison and have no means of escape. … it is to be remembered that the 
Israelis claim to have warned people of the impending attacks on their homes with the 
so-called knock on the roof, but when there is no safe place to escape to because you 
live in such crowded conditions, some preferred to stay put. Such cynicism on behalf of 
the IDF. 
Ambulances and their personnel were attacked and 77 health facilities were destroyed. 
Only a tiny proportion were found afterwards to have been storing weapons of some sort. 
… Yes, Hamas was at fault too. The Minister is always telling me in her replies to my 
Written Questions that the rockets fired by Hamas are the main cause of the problem. … 
In the absence of any response from Israel or its allies, including our Government, the 
firing of rockets into Israel is what they have been forced to do as a form of self-defence 
from the prison that is Gaza. … 
There is a growing dissatisfaction with the Hamas Government within Gaza. Hamas in 
response is becoming stricter in enforcing Islamic code on all Gazans. … More and more 
young people in Gaza are giving their support to Islamic Jihad, which is responsible for 
most of the sporadic rocket fire from Gaza now. ISIL is there too. If young people from 
the United Kingdom are inspired to leave their homes to join ISIL, we must surely 
understand how the young people of Gaza may behave. … 
I have just been to the memorial service for the genocide at Srebrenica, and I wondered 
whether in a few years time we might have to attend a memorial service for what we 
have let happen to the people of Gaza. … It makes it imperative that our Government—
who are responsible for this whole mess in the first place by betraying the Arab people, 
from the Sykes-Picot agreement and Balfour Declaration onwards, and by our 
subsequent blind support of the Israeli Government—insist on talks with Hamas by all 
parties. We must realise that they are now the moderates … 
In conclusion, will the Government consider an arms embargo on Israel until a two-state 
solution is achieved? … 
Will we talk to the businessmen and academics of the Israel peace initiative to restart the 
talks on the two-state solution based on the Arab peace plan …? 
Will they insist that Israel recognises the right of Palestine to exist, and support this at the 
United Nations? 

 

col 51  Lord Anderson of Swansea: …Perhaps it was just a little one-eyed to claim that 
the raining of Hamas rockets on Israel is a form of self-defence. … 
… the UNHRC report of 22 June … was unsatisfactory, as the commission itself 
acknowledges, but it does make a case against the Israel Defense Forces which needs 
an answer. … Israel refused to co-operate with the inquiry … The commission inferred a 
criticism therefore of Israel without having the benefit of the Israeli case, which in any 
event was the fault of Israel. … 
By contrast a report on the IDF in the Gaza war led by retired US General Michael Jones 
and Professor Corn,  formerly  principal US expert  on  the law of  war,  was  assisted  by  
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Israel. Perhaps not surprisingly, it reaches very different conclusions … It is a pity that the 
two reports were not collated in some way. … 

 

col 52  Lord Wallace of Saltaire: … For Israel, the costs of a further attack on Gaza 
would be enormous, above all for Israel’s already battered repetition in the democratic 
world. The costs in terms of Hamas’s control of Gaza, as we have seen, are that it would 
begin to lose control to more radical groups. … 
We all have to recognise that the situation in Gaza, and in Palestine and the West Bank 
as a whole, is one of the recruiting sergeants for ISIL. … 

 

col 53  The Lord Bishop of Chester: … What strikes the modern traveller most is the 
sheer contrast between Israel and the Palestinian areas. To pass from one to the other is 
like passing from a really up-to-date and modern first-world state to a third-world state, 
living cheek by jowl with it. … The contrast just gets greater over time, which sets up a 
huge instability. I understand all the arguments for a two-state solution—I think I believe 
in that myself—but will two states so closely linked geographically and yet on such 
divergent paths easily exist side by side? … 
I do not at all defend all the Israeli tactics in the recent conflict in Gaza—how could 
one?—but in a funny way I sort of understand them. … what is one to do when 
thousands of rockets are fired at one’s civilian population from an area controlled by 
political forces that are dedicated in some degree to the destruction of the country? … 
What I cannot understand from the Israeli perspective is the settlement programme. … In 
a certain way it is a parallel to the political mistakes in South Africa, where the South 
Africans simply dug themselves in and could not see the misjudgment. …  

 

col 54  Lord Gold: … Hamas … controls Gaza and has refused to allow the Palestinian 
Authority the control necessary to implement reconstruction, so it has not been permitted 
to take security and civilian responsibility for the Palestinian side of Gaza’s borders with 
both Egypt and Israel. Hamas has also misappropriated construction materials for use in 
terrorist infrastructures. … 
Happily, a great number of these tunnels were destroyed in the last conflict. The 
blockade continues, while the risk remains of these tunnels being rebuilt—signs of which 
have already been seen… While the 2007 blockade certainly has an impact on economic 
growth and reconstruction, unless and until Israel feels confident that its security will not 
be threatened by lifting the blockade, it is understandable that it continues. Even the UN, 
not slow to criticise Israel at every opportunity, has accepted that the Gaza blockade is 
legal. … 
The Hamas charter calls for the destruction of Israel. If progress towards peace is to be 
made, at some time Hamas will have to abandon that aim. … 

 

col 56  Baroness Blackstone: … I cannot agree with the noble Lord, Lord Gold, that this 
blockade is justified because of Israeli security problems. In fact, in the long term, the 
blockade will threaten Israel’s security. … 

 

col 57  Lord Sheikh: … The issues in the Gaza Strip are far-reaching and affect us all, 
not least the Muslim and Jewish communities. 
Last month, the Daesh insurgents threatened to turn the Gaza Strip into another of their 
Middle East fiefdoms. Daesh is trying to destabilise Hamas and create tensions between 
Hamas and the Palestinian Authority. Daesh has carried out bombings in Gaza and 
rocket attacks on Israel. In the light of this, the need for the international community to 
find a just solution to the plight of the beleaguered Palestinians becomes all the more 
pressing. … 
We need a more balanced and equitable approach to these issues, and we could begin 
by recognising Palestine as an independent state. … 
It has been a year since the cessation of the 50-day assault on Gaza, which left more 
than 2,200 mostly innocent Palestinian men, women and children and 71 Israelis dead. 
… The situation is dire … We must all use our influence to ensure that the inhuman siege 
is brought to an end. … 
We can no  longer  stand  by  while  the  rights  of  Palestinian people  are  systematically  
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abused and their suffering continues. Nor can we hide behind the idea that Palestine 
simply is not ready politically or economically to support a political state. … 

 

col 58  Lord Davies of Stamford: … Gaza in its present state is a recurring threat to 
peace in the region. Rockets are continually fired at Israel. After some years, the Israelis 
inevitably lose their patience—they do so much less rapidly than I would if people were 
bombarding Lincolnshire with rockets on a regular basis—and intervene militarily. … 
There are three facts about Gaza that are not so well known and which ought to be better 
known. One is that it is a very nasty, savage tyranny. … Hamas imposes its power by 
regular use of torture and execution of political opponents: so-called collaborators with 
the Israelis and so forth. I believe that the noble Baroness knows Gaza very well and 
often talks about it. I never hear her mention the words “torture” or “execution”. … 
… Hamas could bring to an end, any day it wanted, the blockade imposed by Israel, 
simply by accepting the quartet conditions. These, as the House knows, are: the giving 
up of violence, the recognition of the state of Israel and the acceptance of existing 
accords, including the Oslo accord. … It chooses not to do so. … 

 

col 60  Lord Judd: … One of the most cynical dimensions to the whole situation at the 
moment is that, while we all know that if there is to be a two-state solution, there has to 
be reconciliation between the two parts of the Palestinian political organisation, this is 
impossible because of the rigid controls of border crossings. … 
… what is becoming clearer and clearer about Srebrenica is the cynicism and 
prevarication in the outside world which meant that the horrific eventuality of the 
genocide could happen. We all solemnly undertake that this must never happen again—
exactly as we said of the Holocaust. I wonder if … we shall be having a service in 
Westminster Abbey to talk about the inaction, the prevarication and the failure to face up 
to the issue of Gaza by the outside world. … 
People say, “We’ve got to understand the reasons for the control at the crossings—the 
constant bombardment of Israel”. While that may be a reality, how much imagination has 
gone in to thinking about how we could get independent monitoring at the crossings? 
Have the British Government been making representations about the possibility of UN 
monitoring at the crossings? … There is also this talk about having to face the reality that 
the bombardments and the military action have come from both sides. I am really rather 
tired of that argument. It is obviously true that there were all these rocket attacks; they 
were stupid and provocative and wrong. But the disproportionate and indiscriminate size 
of the retaliation dwarfs that into insignificance. … Israel … is building up resentment. It 
is providing recruits for ISIL.  

 

col 61  Lord Ahmed: … Do Her Majesty’s Government believe that intercepting and 
attacking boats in international waters carrying humanitarian aid to Gaza is illegal under 
international law? Have Her Majesty’s Government advised the Israeli Government on 
this matter? 
Today, we can see with our eyes and through facts that Israel severely damaged the 
stability of Palestine. Israel’s colonial and prolonged military occupation of the Occupied 
State of Palestine, including its eight-year blockade of the Gaza Strip, is the root cause of 
recurring violence and ongoing violations of the human rights of Palestinians. … 
There is an Israeli contempt for Palestinian life and international law. The international 
community has an obligation to ensure respect for civilian lives and international law. The 
only way to do that is to bring perpetrators of crimes to justice and to hold the occupying 
power accountable. … 

 

col 62  Lord Turnberg: … It was Hamas that cut off the nose of its people to spite its 
face by destroying all 3,000 huge greenhouses that Israel left behind 10 years ago. More 
importantly from the political perspective, it removed all trace of Fatah, the opposition 
party, when it came to power by expelling its members or killing them off. … 
Hamas split from the PA and is becoming increasingly isolated. It lost the support of 
Egypt because of its strong links with the Muslim Brotherhood. … Meanwhile, more 
extreme  groups  nibble  away  at  Hamas’s political base.… It is even in the firing line, as  
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we heard, from ISIL, which promised to annihilate Hamas as well as the Jews in a recent 
somewhat surprising outburst. … 
One of the major sources of income for Hamas was the tax it placed on goods smuggled 
through the tunnels from Egypt. That made many Hamas officials into millionaires. It may 
surprise your Lordships but yes, there are millionaires in Gaza. However, now Hamas 
feels the squeeze and is increasingly reliant on the tax it puts on the 15,000 tonnes of 
goods that Israel ships across every day. That is 500 truckloads of materials every day. 
There are also more than 1,000 people going across into Israel: businessmen, patients 
coming to hospital and so on. … Hamas refused to allow the Palestinian Authority, let 
alone the UN, to monitor the crossings. Contrast all that with the recent failed attempt to 
bring in this Swedish ship, which was found to contain actually very little aid at all. It was 
a political gesture. … 

 

col 64  Lord Warner: … This is the context in which Gaza’s children are growing up: high 
unemployment, no prospect of jobs, traumatised, poor, with 80% of the population 
dependent on donor aid. Would we really be surprised if some of them turn to ISIL and 
Islamic Jihad, and would we really be surprised if those numbers increased? We are 
bringing on ourselves and helping Israel to bring on itself a move to extremism.  

 

col 65  Baroness Morgan of Ely: … If Hamas wants to see an end to the constant 
blockades and incursions, it needs to refrain from lobbing indiscriminate rockets into 
Israel and to recognise the right of Israel to exist. It also needs to stop hiding weapons in 
schools. …  
But Israel, as a respected friend of the UK, needs to be told in no uncertain terms that it 
needs to respect international law, to stop killing innocent civilians, and to stop building 
on land that is not its own. … 
Israeli people need to feel safe in their homes and when they travel, and we must see an 
end to indiscriminate bombings on buses and murders in synagogues. … However, the 
disproportionate number of casualties on the Palestinian side compared to the Israeli 
side speaks for itself. People around the world saw that as unjustifiable. … 

 

col 66  The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Anelay 
of St Johns): … It is clear that the current situation in Gaza is unacceptable. … We are 
indeed concerned about the recent rise in the number of small Salafist groups in Gaza 
that have self-identified with ISIL/Daesh, and we are monitoring the situation closely. 
Meanwhile, the Palestinian Authority has not taken the steps needed to make progress 
on reconciliation and to restore control in Gaza. Of course, while Israel has indeed lifted 
some movement and access restrictions, including doubling the water supply to Gaza 
and permitting more exports of produce from Gaza … Israeli restrictions are still 
extensive. We work consistently to persuade the Israelis that they should ease those 
restrictions further; we should not underestimate the changes that have taken place, 
particularly with regard to access to water. … 
Without significant change, at best, it could take many years to rebuild Gaza. At worst, 
we risk a return to conflict and, if the underlying causes are not addressed, Gaza risks 
becoming an incubator for extremism around the region. … with regard to the recognition 
of Palestine, our position remains that it is important that to achieve any resolution we will 
recognise the state of Palestine, where Palestinians currently live, only if and when 
Hamas get to the position whereby it can recognise the right of Israel to exist … 
The UK continues to be of the belief that imposing a blanket arms embargo on Israel 
would not promote progress on the Middle East peace process at the moment. … 
Our policy on Hamas remains clear: it must renounce violence, recognise Israel and 
accept previously signed agreements. … 
The UK is deeply concerned by the terrible human cost to both sides of the ongoing 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict  We strongly condemn the indiscriminate firing of rockets into 
Israel by Hamas and other militant groups in the Gaza Strip. Such actions are serious 
violations of international humanitarian law. … 
As we have heard in detail today, the challenges in Gaza are clear. We must act urgently  
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 to help its people get back on their feet and begin the hard work of reconstruction, which 
indeed will take a very long time. For its part, the United Kingdom will continue to push 
for progress towards peace, and lead the way in supporting Palestinian state-building 
and measures to address Israel’s valid security concerns, working with the parties every 
step of the way. The security of the Palestinian people, of Israel and the region demands 
no less. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150706-
0002.htm#15070616000123 
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL707] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, following the suspected 
arson attack on the Roman Catholic Church at Tabgha, what discussions they have had 
with the government of Israel concerning Zionist extremism. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: On 18 June officials from our Embassy in Tel 
Aviv lobbied senior contacts in the Israeli National Security Council and Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs to ensure quick and high level condemnation and action from the 
Israeli government to catch the perpetrators of this attack. 
On 19 June our Ambassador in Tel Aviv issued a local statement criticising the 
vandalising and burning of the Church "Loaves and Fishes" at the Kineret. He 
said "This was a disgusting act of disrespect at one of Christianity's holiest sites. 
The British Government welcomes the determination of the Israeli authorities to 
bring those responsible to justice.” 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-22/HL707/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Assisted Dying (No. 2) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html 

 
** Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150706-
gc0001.htm#1507067000101  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  
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Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  
 
** Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 
 

Committee Stage, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150706/debtext/150706-
0002.htm#15070626000001  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2015-2016/0003/amend/pbc030607m.1-7.html 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2015-2016/0003/amend/pbc030607a.1-4.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

TOP 
 

 

 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
 

** closes in 3 days 
Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
 

** closes in 7 days 
Education and Adoption Bill (closing date 14 July 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/june/call-for-written-evidence-education-and-
adoption-bill/  
 

Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
 

The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 

Prescription and Title to Moveable Property (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 
September 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480843.pdf 
 

Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 

TOP 
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