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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Community Relations 
Lyn Brown [2696] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government, whether the strategy set out in his Department's paper, Creating the 
conditions for integration, published on 21 February 2012, remains the strategy of his 
Department. 

Marcus Jones: My Department remains fully committed to the approach to 
creating an integrated society set out in "Creating the Conditions for Integration". 
As detailed in the report, integration is achieved when neighbourhoods, families 
and individuals come together on issues that matter to them. As such, we focus 
on supporting shared activities to bring people together to enable strong 
communities where people feel they belong. We continue to support projects 
based on this approach, such as the community-based English language 
programme which enables isolated adults to learn English, and the Near 
Neighbours campaign, which brings together diverse faith communities to help 
them improve their local neighbourhoods. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-16/2696/  
 

"Creating the Conditions for Integration" can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/7504/2092
103.pdf  
 
 

Charity Commission 

Overwhelming support for new powers for commission 
… the research shows that a large proportion of the general public (72%) and a similar 
proportion of charities (75%) believe that charities are regulated effectively. … 
Other key findings in the research include: 

 nearly all (98%) of the public regard the role of the commission as important 

 most charities (79%) and the public (81%) trust the commission to be fair and 
impartial when assessing charities 

 trust and confidence in the commission is high – when asked to rate their trust and  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-16/2696/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-16/2696/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/7504/2092103.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/7504/2092103.pdf
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confidence in the commission on a scale of 0-10, where 10 means they trust it 
completely and 0 means they do not trust at all, the general public gave an 
average score of 6.0 … 

 only 4% of members of the public report having an issue or problem with a charity 
in the past 12 months …  

To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/overwhelming-support-for-new-powers-for-
commission  
 
Trust and confidence in the Charity Commission 2015 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/438017/Tr
ust_and_Confidence_in_the_Charity_Commission_2015.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Debate 

Syria 
col 1568  Baroness Tonge: … I want to take this opportunity to highlight the plight of the 
Palestinians among the millions of refugees fleeing Syria. 
I met people whose families had fled Palestine during the Nakba in 1948 and found 
shelter in Iraq but 10 years ago had had to flee Iraq as well, following the war waged 
against Saddam Hussein. They had made their homes in Syria, where they were very 
well treated by the Government, until rebel groups infiltrated the Yarmouk camp and 
catastrophe occurred once more. They were refugees again, for the third time in a 
generation. They are now trying to live in Lebanon. Their entire support is coming from 
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency—UNRWA—because they are not allowed 
to work by the Lebanese Government; they are not given work permits. They live among 
other Palestinians in converted sheds and animal shelters, which I visited, that UNRWA 
and the NGOs have managed to make just about habitable. They have no means of 
support and have been dependent on monthly cash handouts from UNRWA to cover 
food costs and rent. Unrest is developing very quickly in the camps because UNRWA 
has had to tell the refugees that these cash handouts will have to stop at the end of June 
because it has run out of funds. 
UNRWA was set up as a temporary organisation in 1948 to help refugees from the 
Nakba. It is still struggling to cope 60 years later. The UK is the third-largest funder of 
UNRWA, and we should be proud of what we have done, but we need to address this 
shortfall in funding before unrest spills over into serious violence and fighting in Lebanon 
itself. … Finally … will she not admit that the creation of a secure homeland for the 
Palestinians is now more needed than ever, and that our Government should encourage 
this by recognising the state of Palestine? This would be a huge contribution to peace in 
the wider Middle East. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150624-
0002.htm#15062470000114  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Gaza 
Andrew Smith [2695] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what discussions he has had with his  counterparts in other EU member states on  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/overwhelming-support-for-new-powers-for-commission
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/overwhelming-support-for-new-powers-for-commission
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/438017/Trust_and_Confidence_in_the_Charity_Commission_2015.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/438017/Trust_and_Confidence_in_the_Charity_Commission_2015.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150624-0002.htm#15062470000114
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150624-0002.htm#15062470000114
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policy responses by the EU to the recent report by the World Bank to the Ad Hoc Liaison 
Committee which concluded that Gaza is on the verge of collapse. 

Tobias Ellwood: EU Foreign Ministers regularly discuss the situation in Gaza; 
they did so most recently at the Foreign Affairs Council on 22 June 2015. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-16/2695/  
 

Israel: Products 
Bob Blackman [3065] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what his policy is on proposals to introduce EU sanctions on Israeli products. 

Tobias Ellwood: There are currently no EU proposals to introduce EU sanctions 
on Israeli products. We do not believe that imposing sanctions or boycotts on 
Israel would promote progress towards peace. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-18/3065/  
 

Palestinians: Housing 
Andrew Smith [2901] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, what 
information her Department holds on how many houses have been built in Gaza to 
replace those destroyed during Operation Protective Edge; and what proportion that 
number is of the number destroyed. 

Desmond Swayne: According to the UN, over 60,000 houses were partially or 
completely destroyed during the Gaza crisis last summer. Over 88,000 
beneficiaries have now been able to buy some or all materials for reconstruction 
through the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism to carry out house repairs. The UK 
provided £0.5m to support the Materials Monitoring Unit (MMU) which oversees 
and monitors the import, storage, supply and use of construction materials into 
Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-17/2901/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL467] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the signed 
declaration by Hamas and other militant groups that they will accept a ruling by the 
International Criminal Court (ICC), what discussions they have had with the government 
of Israel following its reported statement that the ICC has no authority to consider 
Palestinian complaints because Palestine is not a state. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Government has had various discussions 
with the Israeli authorities about the International Criminal Court most recently 
with the Israeli National Security Adviser on 3 June. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL467/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL468] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have 
had with the government of Israel regarding its policy on child detention, in the light of the 
1,266 detentions by Israel of Palestinians under the age of 15 documented by the 
Palestine Liberation Organization in 2014; and what recommendations from the 2012 
report Children in Military Custody have so far been adopted. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: I met the Israeli Military Advocate General and 
the Israeli  Ambassador to  London on  2 June where the  issue of  child detention  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-16/2695/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-16/2695/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-18/3065/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-18/3065/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-17/2901/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-17/2901/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL467/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL467/
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was discussed. I was given an update on the efforts made by Israel on the issue 
of Palestinian child detainees.  
I made clear that while we welcome improvements, such as changes to standard 
operating procedures on methods of restrain and the pilot to use summons 
instead of night-time arrests; we continue to push for the full implementation of 
changes and to encourage further changes in practice. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL468/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL469] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have 
had with the government of Israel regarding its use of soldiers from the Israeli Defence 
Forces to expel 200 Palestinians from the pool and park in the occupied village of al 
Karmil in order for Israeli settlers to use the park’s facilities. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Government has not had any discussions 
with the Israeli authorities over this incident. We have, however, instructed our 
Consulate-General in Jerusalem to look into this incident. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL469/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL470] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the Rand 
Corporation’s report that a peace settlement would boost both the Israeli and Palestinian 
economies, what pressure they plan to put on the government of Israel to withdraw from 
Palestinian territory; and what assessment they have made of the potential saving to the 
United Kingdom aid budget over 10 years if the West Bank and Gaza were to develop 
their own economy. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The UK will continue to press the parties strongly 
to make progress towards peace, maintain calm, refrain from taking actions which 
could make the resumption of negotiations more difficult and focus once again on 
finding common ground. 
The Rand Corporation’s report estimates that the Palestinian economy would gain 
$50 billion over 10 years (raising average per capita income by approximately 
3%). In that event, the UK would consider the future size and scope of its aid 
programme. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL470/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL471] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what support they plan to 
give to France regarding its draft resolution to time limit renewed negotiations for a two-
state solution between Israel and Palestine. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We see merit in a balanced UN Security Council 
resolution at the right moment, setting out parameters for a political settlement. 
Any resolution must command the full support of the Security Council. The 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend 
the Member for Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond), has regular 
discussions with his French counterpart on the Middle East peace process. We 
will judge any proposal on the basis of whether it supports further progress in that 
process. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL471/  
 

Gaza 
Lord Warner [HL502] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what actions  they  plan to  take  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL468/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL468/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL469/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL469/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL470/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL470/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL471/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL471/
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with international partners to support the Freedom Flotilla Coalition to Gaza. 
Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we are aware of the intention of a ship 
departing from Sweden to deliver humanitarian aid to Gaza, we have no plans to 
offer any support to the Freedom Flotilla Coalition. We understand that the Israeli 
authorities have offered for it to dock in the port of Ashdod and to provide onward 
transportation into Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL502/  
 

Gaza 
Lord Warner [HL503] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel about allowing the Freedom Flotilla Coalition to deliver 
humanitarian supplies to Gaza without intervention by Israel's military services. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Government has not made any 
representations to the Israeli authorities regarding the Freedom Flotilla Coalition 
to Gaza. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office's (FCO) travel advice is clear on 
the subject: “The FCO advise against all travel to Gaza (including the waters off 
Gaza). Don’t attempt to enter Gaza by sea, including via a flotilla. The Israeli Navy 
routinely patrol the area and have made clear that they will prevent any vessels 
attempting to breach the restrictions. You will be detained and deported, and your 
electronic equipment is likely to be confiscated. The FCO does not believe that 
humanitarian supplies should be delivered in this way. Anyone wishing to send 
humanitarian assistance or other goods to Gaza should do so through established 
channels.” 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL503/  
 

Gaza 
Lord Warner [HL504] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what actions they have taken to 
secure the end of Israel's blockade of Gaza, and to monitor the extent of international aid 
arriving in Gaza as a result of the last cease-fire agreement. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Government continues to urge the parties to 
prioritise progress towards a durable solution for Gaza, and to take the necessary 
steps to ensure Gaza’s reconstruction and economic recovery. There is an urgent 
need for agreement to address the terrible situation in Gaza and the drivers of 
conflict. 
We welcome the recent positive steps that Israel has taken to ease some 
restrictions. However, we want to see Israel go much further, and we are 
continuing to call on them to do so. Under the temporary Gaza Reconstruction 
Mechanism, over 95,000 people have now been able to buy materials to repair 
their homes. The UK continues to encourage the full implementation of the 
reconstruction mechanism as soon as possible. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL504/  
 
 

United Nations 

At Security Council, UN political chief warns of precarious situation in Middle East 
During the past month, the security situation in the Middle East remained tense, the 
United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Jeffrey Feltman, today 
reported to the Security Council. 
In the West Bank, “in three separate incidents, three Palestinian men were killed by the 
Israeli security forces,”  he said, while a  Palestinian  shot at an  Israeli  vehicle  travelling  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL502/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL502/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL503/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL503/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL504/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-15/HL504/
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near a settlement close to Ramallah, killing one Israeli civilian and injuring another. 
Reporting on events over the past few months, he said a total of 186 Palestinians were 
injured, including 28 children and two women, as well as five members of the Israeli 
security forces, and added that an Israeli policeman was critically wounded at the 
Damascus Gate in Jerusalem, while his attacker remains in critical condition after being 
shot in return. 
Meanwhile, some 400 search-and-arrest operations were conducted, resulting in the 
arrest of 510 Palestinians, Mr. Feltman underlined, expressing the Secretary-General’s 
deep concern about the situation of Palestinian prisoners in Israel, notably those in 
administrative detention. 
While the demolishing of homes and structures in the West Bank continues, the planning 
and zoning system as it stands makes it “virtually impossible” for Palestinians to build or 
develop their land “in Area C,” he explained. 
In Gaza, a “desperate” situation was exacerbated by a number of security incidents, 12 
Palestinians having been shot and injured by Israeli security forces. Ten rockets were 
fired by Palestinian militants from Gaza, “thankfully without casualties or damage,” while 
a further 11 rockets were test fired towards the sea, the Under-Secretary-General 
noticed. Israeli security forces responded by conducting eleven airstrikes on militant sites 
in Gaza. 
Concerns are also mounting around internal divisions within Gaza, including a “potentially 
developing threat from militant Salafist individuals or groups.”  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51244#.VYwQjhOqqko  

TOP 
 

 

 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Middle East: Christianity 
Barry Sheerman [2798] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what steps he is taking to support Christians facing persecution in the Middle 
East. 

Tobias Ellwood: I refer the hon. Member to my answer of 25 March (Written 
Answer 228525). 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-16/2798/ 
 

The answer referred to above reads: 
Conflict and instability in the region has made the plight of many minorities a significant 
concern and we have witnessed systematic and deliberate attacks against religious and 
ethnic minorities in the Middle East and North Africa, including Christians. We regularly 
urge all governments in the region to ensure the protection of all religious minorities. We 
encourage them to develop inclusive political systems that represent all of their citizens. 
We also work proactively in the region to promote community cohesion and inclusive 
governance. 
The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) have been responsible for many recent 
atrocities committed against religious and ethnic minorities in Iraq and Syria. We 
condemn these appalling acts and are committed to defeating ISIL through a 
comprehensive and sustained international strategy as part of the efforts of the Global 
Coalition to Counter ISIL. The humanitarian aid provided by the UK will have helped 
many victims of ISIL’s atrocities, including the protection of vulnerable groups. And the 
UK  co-sponsored  the  resolution  passed   by  the   UN   Human   Rights   Council  on  1  
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51244#.VYwQjhOqqko
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-16/2798/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-16/2798/
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September 2014, which highlights ISIL’s abhorrent actions and commits to a team of 
experts going to Iraq to investigate these atrocities.  In Syria a number of UK funded 
projects have brought together religious leaders from all denominations (including Alawi, 
Christians, Kurds, Druze and Sunnis) to foster greater understanding between faiths and 
support reconciliation. In Tunisia, we also funded a project run by the Centre for the 
Study of Islam and Democracy which considers, amongst other things, the protection of 
religious minorities under the new constitution. In Jordan, our work within refugee camps 
has helped reduce tensions between Syrian refugees and their host communities. In 
Lebanon, we are supporting education programmes including the addition of extra-
curricular activities to help strengthen social cohesion. And in Iraq, we have funded a 
series of grassroots meetings between religious leaders to promote religious tolerance 
and freedom of religion or belief. We also continue to encourage religious leaders in Iraq 
to speak out publicly and condemn sectarian violence. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-20/228525/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
** Assisted Dying (No. 2) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html 
 

First Reading, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150624/debtext/150624-
0001.htm#15062462000011  

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 

Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

TOP 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
 
The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 

TOP 
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